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Maintaining law & order
paramount for govt: CM
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RAHUL GANDHI VS RAJNATH SINGH IN LS

Massive showdown over
ex-army chiet’s memoir

Mamata, along

with 'SIR-affected'

families, meets CEC

NEW DELHI: Wearing black
shawls as a mark of protest,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee along with
some "SIR-affected" families
and party leaders on Monday
met Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar here.
Last week, CEC Kumar had
given time to Banerjee, who
has been demanding a halt
to the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls in
poll-bound West Bengal, for a
meeting on Monday. Banerjee,
who reached the national
capital on Sunday, was being
accompanied by Trinamool
Congress MPs Abhishek
Banerjee and Kalyan Banerjee,
who is also an advocate.
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Sports Ministry
keen to revive
Formula 1in India

NEW DELHI: The Sports Minis-
try is keen to bring Formula 1
back to the Buddh Internation-
al Circuit soon and has already
initiated dialogues with the
track authorities to revive the
race last held in India in 2013.
According to a ministry source,
Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya has already visited
the circuit in Greater Noida and
held talks with officials from
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority, the
state run body which took con-
trol of the facility from the own-
ers —- the now bankrupt Jaypee
Group. Adani is in fray to buy
the troubled Jaypee Group and
once that happens, the whole
process of trying to get the race
back in India may gain momen-
tum. What is clear for now is
that the central government
wants the high-profile sport

to return to the country. The
India round was held for three
seasons from 2011 to 2013
before being dropped from the
Formula 1 calendar due to tax
and bureaucratic issues.

Iran President
orders restart
of nuclear
talks with US

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

For the past 75 years, all
budgets were life changing.
They just didn't change mine

Naidu alleges YSRCP conspiracy to incite violence

Calls for restraint among Telugu Desam Party workers

HaNs NEws SERVICE
AMARAVATI

CHIEF Minister and TDP
president N Chandrababu
Naidu on Monday said main-
taining law and order is para-
mount and that no violation
will be tolerated under any
circumstances, irrespective
of political affiliation.

The Chief Ministers re-
marks come in the wake of
high drama over the week-
end, which witnessed the ar-
rest of senior YSRCP leader
Ambati Ramababu in Gun-
tur and also an alleged attack
against Opposition party
leader Jogi Ramesh's house
in Vijayawada.

"Maintaining law and or-
der is paramount, and that

P

no violation will be tolerated
under any circumstances, ir-
respective of political affilia-
tion," Naidu said. The Chief
Minister took note of the
incident involving protests

held outside Ramesh's resi-

dence, following which the
Ibrahimpatnam police regis-
tered a case on its own. Po-
lice have booked several TDP
leaders from the Mylavaram

Assembly constituency in
connection with the incident.

Naidu stated that the
rule of law must prevail at
all times and that political
disagreements should be ex-
pressed only through demo-
cratic and constitutional
means.

He also alleged that the
YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)
was conspiring to incite vio-
lence and disturb law and or-
der in Andhra Pradesh.

Addressing a teleconfer-
ence with ministers and sen-
ior party leaders, the Chief
Minister said that YSRCP
leaders were resorting to
provocative statements and
abusive language out of frus-
tration after losing power.

Continued on Page 7
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A major political row erupt-
ed on Monday as Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
sought to quote in the Lok
Sabha from an unpublished
"memoir” of former army
chief M M Naravane on the
2020 India-China conflict to
attack Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, evoking
a backlash from BJP leaders
who accused him of mislead-
ing the House and belittling
the armed forces.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla disallowed Gandhi from
raising the issue, but he did
not relent and several Op-
position leaders also rallied
behind him. The House was
adjourned twice and later for
the day amid uproar as heated

exchanges took place between
the treasury and Opposition
benches.

While Gandhi said the gov-
ernment is "afraid" of a line
that he wants to quote from
the book and asserted that
he would state that line in the
Lower House, the BJP alleged
that the Congress leader un-
dermined the dignity of Par-
liament and hurt the morale
of the Indian soldiers with his
false accusations, in defiance
of Speaker Om Birla's ruling.

PARL BEGINS DEBATE ON

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

The ruling party's leaders, in-
cluding ministers, asked Gan-
dhi to stop "speaking the lan-
guage of anti-India elements".

Speaking with reporters,
Gandhi claimed that he was
not being allowed to quote
from Naravane's unpublished
book in the Lok Sabha be-
cause it indicts Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
for "letting down" the army
during the 2020 conflict with
China.  Continued on Page 7
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[CC mulls suspending Pakistan as
T20WC India boycott' row deepens

NEw DELHI/ISLAMABAD

HOURS after the Pakistan
government announced
that the cricket team of the
country will not play against
India in the upcoming T20
World Cup, the ICC has
warned to reconsider the
stance, making the board
aware of the long-term
implications they might face
as a result of boycotting the
high-profile fixture.

The ICC issued a warn-
ing that the boycott could
lead to punitive sanctions,
including its suspension.
“The ICC hopes that the
PCB will consider the

significant and long-term
implications for cricket in its
own country as this is likely
to impact the global cricket
ecosystem, which it is itself
a member and beneficiary
of, the global body said in a

statement.

Pakistan on Sunday
announced a boycott of
its high-profile men’s T20
World Cup group league
match against India. “The
Government of the Islamic

Republic of Pakistan grants
approval to the Pakistan
Cricket Team to partici-
pate in the ICC World T20
2026, however, the Pakistan
Cricket Team shall not take
the field in the match sched-
uled on February 15 against
India,” the government
posted on social media.

“While the ICC respects
the roles of governments in
matters of national policy,
this decision is not in the
interest of the global game or
the welfare of fans world-
wide, including millions in
Pakistan,” the ICC further
stated.

Continued on Page 7

CM NAIDU
LAUNCHES
PILLOO Al
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CHIEF Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on
Monday launched Pilloo
Al, a voice-based billing
and accounting platform
aimed at empowering small
and medium enterprises
and local entrepreneurs
across Andhra Pradesh.

The launch, held at the
Secretariat, marked a major
step in the government’s
push to integrate artificial
intelligence into grassroots
business operations
and promote digital
governance.

Continued on Page 7

Air India grounds flight
after fuel switch moves
from 'run’ to "cutoff’
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AN Air India Boeing 787
Dreamliner was grounded
after its left fuel control
switch failed to stay in the
‘run’ position twice and
moved to 'cutoft’ during
engine startup, an airline
spokesperson said.

The flight AT 132 came
from Heathrow to Bengalu-
ru on Monday.

"We are aware that one
of our pilots has reported a
possible defect on the fuel
control switch of a Boeing
787-8 aircraft,” the Air India

=
ey o ol
spokesperson said.

"After receiving this
initial information, we have
grounded the said aircraft
and are involving the OEM
to get the pilot's concerns
checked on a priority basis,"
the spokesperson said,
referring to the original
equipment manufacturer, ie,
Boeing.

Continued on Page 7

MUSK, TRUMP, PRINCE ANDREW & BILL CLINTON

Epstein files reveal hldden tles

NEw YORK

A massive tranche of three
million pages of previously
sealed Jeftrey Epstein doc-
uments has brought elite
figures back into the spot-
light. Some of the people
named always maintained
that they barely knew him;
many others stated that
they were repulsed by him
from the start.

The latest files, including
emails, letters and travel
records, revealed Epstein

LY

kept close ties with Holly-
wood stars, politicians, and
industry leaders, even after
he had been convicted of
sex crimes in 2008.

Elon Musk, Howard

Lutnick, and Richard
Branson are among those
now under scrutiny.

Continued on Page 7
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ALL FOR COWS AND NOTHING FOR
BULLS, MA Am?
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THE craze for fancy vehicle
registration numbers in the
Telugu states has once again
come to light, with a resident
of Guntur setting a new
national record by purchas-
ing India’s most expensive
number plate for whopping
Rs 2.08 crore.

Kiran Kolpakula of Gun-
tur won the online auction
of the ultra-rare VIP regis-
tration number ‘DDC 0001’
(also known as DDC 001)
for Rs 2.08 crore in January.
This is the highest amount
ever paid for a vehicle reg-
istration number in India.
The auction was conducted

Luxury ltems

DDC 0001

by the newly launched auc-
tion house platform of Big
Boy Toyz (BBT) in its debut
event.

The ‘DDC 0001” number
plate was previously owned
by Big Boy Toyz founder
Jatin Ahuja, which added to
its exclusivity and market
value. The plate is considered
a rare and premium collect-
ible among automobile and
luxury asset enthusiasts.

The Rs 2.08-crore sale
has surpassed all previous
benchmarks for registra-
tion number auctions in the
country. In 2025, the ‘HR 88
B 8888’ plate was auctioned
for Rs 1.17 crore, but the

deal was later cancelled due
to non-payment. The plate
was eventually resold for Rs
26.7 lakh. In comparison,
the successful sale of DDC
0001” has now become the
highest confirmed transac-
tion in this segment.
Experts said the record-
breaking sale reflects the
rising demand for premium
registration numbers as sta-
tus symbols and collectible
assets. Such numbers are in-
creasingly viewed as a mark
of prestige among business
owners and automobile en-
thusiasts. The latest auction
is expected to further boost
interest in luxury number
plates and organized auction
platforms across India.

Revised IBC _
Bill in 2nd
half of budget

session: FM

NEW DELHI: The
Union government is
likely to bring in the
revised Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
Amendment Bill when
Parliament re-assembles
for budget session after
recess, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
said on Monday, signal-
ling progress on the
long-pending overhaul
of India’s insolvency
framework.

“The select committee
has submitted its report,
and it is expected to be
taken up in Parliament
in the latter half of the
current session after
the House reconvenes
following the recess,” Si-
tharaman told the media
during a post-budget
briefing.

The remarks indicate
that the government is
preparing to move ahead
with the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code
(Amendment) Bill, 2025,
after factoring in the
recommendations of the
parliamentary panel.




