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Hyderabad to become 
Southern India rail hub

Juloori Bhargavi Saraswathi  
Hyderabad

HYDERABAD has firmly estab-
lished itself as a strategic railway hub 
in southern India, with the Union 
Budget 2026–27 placing the city at 
the centre of a high speed rail trian-
gle connecting Pune, Chennai and 
Bengaluru. The sustained focus on 
railway infrastructure has resulted in 
unprecedented growth for Telangana, 
reflected in a sharp rise in budget al-
location, network expansion and pas-
senger amenities.

The average annual railway budget 
allocation for Telangana has increased 
nearly six times, from Rs 886 crore 
during 2009–14 to a record Rs 5,454 
crore in 2026–27. This significant 
rise underscores the Central Govern-
ment’s commitment to strengthening 
rail connectivity and accelerating eco-
nomic development in the state.

Railway infrastructure projects 
worth Rs 47,984 crore are currently 

under execution in Telangana, cover-
ing new line construction, doubling 
works, station redevelopment and 
safety upgrades. These initiatives are 
designed to enhance operational ca-
pacity, improve efficiency and deliver 
a superior travel experience for pas-
sengers.

A key highlight of the budget is 
Hyderabad’s inclusion in three high 
speed rail corridors, forming a south-
ern triangle diamond project. These 
corridors will connect Hyderabad 
with Pune, Chennai and Bengaluru 
using trains capable of running at 
speeds of up to 350 kilometres per 
hour. 

Once operational, travel time be-
tween Hyderabad and Bengaluru 
is expected to reduce to two hours, 
Hyderabad to Chennai to 2 hours 55 
minutes, and Hyderabad to Pune to 
just 1 hour 55 minutes. The project is 
expected to act as a powerful econom-
ic growth corridor supporting educa-
tion, healthcare, trade and industry.

Station redevelopment is also 

progressing rapidly under the Am-
rit Station Scheme. Forty stations in 
Telangana have been identified for 
comprehensive upgradation at a cost 
of Rs 2,015 crore, with redevelop-
ment already completed at Begumpet, 
Karimnagar, Warangal and Sri Bala 
Brahmeswara Jogulamba.

Telangana has achieved 100 per 
cent electrification of its railway net-
work, with around 900 kilometres of 
new tracks laid since 2014. To enhance 
safety, the indigenous KAVACH train 
collision avoidance system is being 
implemented across major routes, 
alongside the construction of 499 
flyovers and underpasses.

Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, General 
Manager, South Central Railway, said 
the scale of investment marks a turn-
ing point for the state. “The record 
budget allocation and high speed 
rail connectivity will transform Hy-
derabad into a major mobility and lo-
gistics hub while ensuring safer, faster 
and more reliable rail services for the 
people of Telangana,” he said.
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Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, General Manager, South Central Railway, attends 
the virtual press conference of Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister for Railways and 
Information & Broadcasting, on the Budget 2026 highlights pertaining to 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, at the GM Conference Hall, Rail Nilayam, 
Secunderabad, on Monday  Photo: Ch Prabhu Das

Wow!Two-time kidney transplant 
recipient scripts Antarctica history

Hans News Service  
Hyderabad

IN a landmark achievement, Sneha 
Raju has become the world’s first 
two-time kidney transplant recipient 
to set foot on Antarctica, camp over-
night there, and cross the Antarctic 
Circle.

The historic expedition took 
place from December 17 to 28 and 
was conducted in full compliance 
with established Antarctic expedi-
tion standards.This is the first time 
that an individual has successfully 
accomplished the typical Antarctic 
expedition, including interior land-
ing, overnight camping, and Circle 
crossing, after undergoing two kid-
ney transplant surgeries. 

This makes the triumph a first-
of-its-kind in the world, eligible for 
global recognition.  

The expedition began from Ush-
uaia on December 17, 2025, crossing 
the notoriously challenging Drake 
Passage before reaching the Antarc-
tic Peninsula. On December 19, the 
first landing was made at Barrientos 
Island, followed by an official conti-
nental landing at Portal Point.  

Sneha Raju camped overnight on 
the Antarctic continent at Portal 
Point under continuous daylight, set-
ting foot on Detaille Island (66° 52’ 
S, 66° 48’ W) after crossing the Ant-
arctic Circle. This marks one of her 
remarkable accomplishments under 
extreme climatic conditions. Sneha 
Raju was serving as the Deputy Head 
(Corporate Communications) at 
NCC Limited in Hyderabad.”

Sneha Raju camped overnight on 
the Antarctic continent at Portal 
Point under continuous daylight and 
setting foot on Detaille Island (66° 52 
S 66° 48’ W) post crossing the circle 
marking one of the remarkable ac-
complishments under extreme cli-
matic conditions.  Sneha Raju was 
working with NCC Limited as Dep-
uty Head (Corporate Communica-
tions) in Hyderabad.

Ganesh Utsav 
Samithi slams cases 

against ‘Chalo 
Balapur’ participants
HYDERABAD: The Bhagyana-
gar Ganesh Utsav Samithi has 
condemned the police register-
ing cases against the participants 
who had participated in ‘Jago 
Bhagyanagar- Chalo Balapur’ 
program held on January 24.

The Samithi General Secretary 
Ravinuthala Shashidhar said, 
“We strongly condemn the reg-
istration of police cases against 
patriots who participated in the 
'Jago Bhagyanagar - Chalo Bal-
apur' program held on January 
24, 2026. It is shameful that the 
Telangana government is target-
ing those demanding the depor-
tation of illegal Bangladeshi and 
Rohingya Muslim infiltrators 
who pose a threat to national se-
curity.”

Shashidhar asked whether the 
government prioritize the 'senti-
ments' of illegal infiltrators over 
the safety of Indian citizens. “No 
amount of illegal cases will de-
ter us. Under the leadership of 
Ganesh Sena, we will intensify 
our movement across Bhagyana-
gar and Telangana with the slo-
gan 'Bhago Bangladeshi -Bhago 
Rohingya' until the last infiltrator 
is deported. We are prepared to 
fight these cases legally to pro-
tect the future of our nation,” said 
Shashidhar.

Cyber crime awareness drive to 
shield citizens from digital fraud

Hans News Service  
Hyderabad

IN a concerted effort to educate and safe-
guard citizens from the rising tide of dig-
ital fraud, the Hyderabad Cyber Crime 
police conducted a specialised awareness 
programme at a mosque in Golconda. 
The session took place at Masjid Ibad ur 
Rahman and was specifically tailored for 
teachers and students. Led by Golconda 
SHO Saidulu and his dedicated team, the 
initiative provided clear and practical 
guidance on identifying mobile related 
cyber crimes, fake OTP scams, fraudu-
lent links, and various online traps used 
by criminals.

The officers explained the sophisti-
cated methods cybercriminals employ to 
target vulnerable individuals and offered 
advice on responsible internet usage. 
They emphasised that no government 
agency, including the Police, CBI, ED, or 

RBI, will ever conduct investigations, ar-
rests, or account verifications via phone 
or video calls. Furthermore, authorities 
never demand the transfer of money for 
the clearance of cases or safekeeping.

Fraudsters often exploit fear by alleg-
ing Aadhaar misuse or money launder-
ing, but the police urged the public not 
to panic. 

The community was strictly advised 
never to share bank details or account 
credentials with unknown callers. Any-
one who falls victim to a scam should 
immediately report the incident to the 
nearest station or call 1930. 

The community thanked the officers 
for their valuable efforts in safeguarding 
society through this proactive initiative. 
This successful programme highlights 
the importance of using community 
spaces to spread vital safety information 
and ensure that all digital citizens remain 
well informed and protected.

Ravi Narayan Reddy Award befitting 
for Justice Sudarshan Reddy: CM

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

CHIEF Minister A Revanth 
Reddy, on Monday said that it 
is fitting that the Ravi Narayan 
Reddy National Award has been 
bestowed upon Justice B Sudar-
shan Reddy. 

He congratulated the organis-
ers for taking the right decision 
at the right time. Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy praised that while 
Burgula Ramakrishna Rao and 
Ravi Narayan Reddy inspired the 
first generation, people like Jaipal 
Reddy and Sudarshan Reddy 
have inspired the later generation 
of Telangana society. 

He recalled that in 2019, he had 
requested Jaipal Reddy to remain 

in politics, as he believed 
that committed and ques-
tioning individuals should 
be in politics. At that time, 
Jaipal Reddy told him that 
the generation had changed, 
that he was distancing him-
self from direct politics, and 
encouraged the younger 
generation to be in politics. 

The Chief Minister said 
that Jaipal Reddy and Ravi 
Narayan Reddy were great 
leaders, who respected the 
changes in society and the 
thoughts of the people. He 
said that Justice Sudarshan 
Reddy’s commitment fright-
ens Modi, which is why Ra-
hul Gandhi fielded him as a 
candidate for the Vice Presi-
dency. 

He recalled that Sudar-
shan Reddy contested the 
elections against the rule of 
a single party and a single 
individual, with the aim of 
instilling the spirit of de-
mocracy in the people. The 
Chief Minister stated that it 
is fitting to present the Ravi 
Narayan Reddy award to 
such a person.

Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy said that Ravi Naray-
an Reddy was a great man, 
who played a key role in 
the armed peasant struggle 
against anarchic forces. He 
was praised as a great man 
who, despite being born 
into a feudal family, donated 
his 500 acres of land for the 
poor. 

He fought against monar-
chical rule and for the liber-
ation from forced labour. He 
was remembered as a great 
man who influenced even 
illiterate people like Bandi 
Yadagiri, who awakened Tel-
angana society with his song 
“Bandenaka Bandi Katti, 
Padaharu Bandlu Katti” (a 
song about connecting cart 
after cart, sixteen carts in 
total). 

He was elected as a Mem-
ber of Parliament with a 
larger majority than even the 
country’s first Prime Minis-
ter, Nehru. The Chief Min-
ister stated that Nehru had 
Ravi Narayana Reddy inau-
gurate the first Parliament 
building to reflect the peo-
ple’s mandate.  He described 
Ravi Narayana Reddy as a 
great leader who, at the age 
of sixty, inspired the peo-
ple by stepping down from 
party and political positions. 
He remarked that in this era, 
some people are unwilling 
to relinquish their positions 
even after being defeated by 
the people. 

The Chief Minister stated 
that after the municipal elec-
tions, steps would be taken 
to give Ravi Narayana Reddy 
the respect he deserves.


