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Launching the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 Trophy Tour with DP World 
above the Ram Setu, a site steeped in history, symbolism, and shared cultural 

identity, sets an inspiring tone as we build towards this landmark event

-Jay Shah, ICC Chairman

New Delhi

THE Congress on Tuesday 
claimed the “illegality” of 
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment and its “politically mo-
tivated prosecution stands 
fully exposed” after a court 
here refused to take cogni-
sance of the Enforcement 
Directorate’s National Her-
ald money laundering case 
against Rahul Gandhi, Sonia 
Gandhi and others.

In a statement, Congress 
spokesperson Supriya Shri-
nate said the ED’s proceed-
ings against Congress lead-
ership -- Sonia Gandhi and 
Rahul Gandhi -- in the case 
have been found to be “com-
pletely illegal and mala fide” 
by the court.

“The mala fide and illegal-
ity of the Modi government 
stands fully exposed. The 
court has ruled that the ED 
case is without jurisdiction; 

it has no FIR, without which 
there is no case. This politi-
cally motivated prosecution 
by the Modi government 
over the last decade of the 
principal opposition party 
stands exposed before the 
people of India,” she said.

“No case of money laun-
dering, no proceeds of crime 
and no movement of prop-
erty; all baseless charges that 
have been a part of a politi-

cal witch hunt, propaganda, 
reputation assassination and 
campaign which stands de-
feated today,” Shrinate said.

She said the Congress 
party and its leadership are 
committed to fighting for 
the truth and for the rights 
of every Indian. “We cannot, 
and will not ever be intimi-
dated, because we fight for 
the truth,” she added.

Party general secretary K 

C Venugopal said, “Through 
this judgment, the court has 
exposed the illegal and mala 
fide political targeting by 
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment.”

“From day one, the oppo-
sition, especially Sonia Gan-
dhi and Rahul Gandhi, has 
been targeted without any 
legal basis or wrongdoing. 
This judgment clearly vin-
dicates our stand,” he added.

Refusing to take cogni-
sance of the federal probe 
agency’s money launder-
ing charge against Congress 
leaders Rahul Gandhi, Sonia 
Gandhi, and five others in 
the National Herald case, 
the court noted that the 
chargesheet filed is based on 
a probe into a complaint by 
a private person and not on 
an FIR of a predicate offence.

Its cognisance is imper-
missible in law, the judge 
said. (PTI)

Modi govt’s illegality exposed: 
Cong on relief to Gandhis

New Delhi

GAURAV Luthra and Sau-
rabh Luthra, co-owners of 

the Birch by Romeo Lane night-
club in Goa where a massive fire 
killed 25 people, were deported 
from Thailand on Tuesday and 
taken into custody by Delhi and 
Goa police as soon as they land-
ed in Delhi. The brothers ar-
rived in the Indian capital in an 
Indigo flight and were immedi-
ately handed over to authorities 
for further legal proceedings, 10 
days after a blaze tore through 
the Birch by Romeo Lane night-
club in Arpora in North Goa.

Gaurav, 44 and Saurabh, 40, 
will be produced before a Delhi 
court where the Goa police will 
seek their transit remand.

A TV reporter tracking the 
brothers from Bangkok at-
tempted to shoot inside the 
aircraft, prompting the airlines 
and accompanying security of-
ficials to summon additional 
force to whisk away the two 

men.
The Luthra brothers are fac-

ing a case of culpable homicide 
and negligence following the 
December 6 tragedy, which 
investigators allege was com-
pounded by the nightclub oper-
ating in violation of mandatory 
fire safety norms. The incident 
raised serious questions over 
alleged fire safety violations 
and lapses by the management. 
Gaurav and Saurabh fled to 
Phuket in the early hours of De-
cember 7, hours after the fire at 
their nightclub, prompting the 
authorities to issue an Interpol 

Blue Corner Notice and cancel 
their passports.

The duo was detained by 
Thai authorities at Phuket on 
December 11 following a re-
quest from the Indian govern-
ment which later coordinated 
with officials in Thailand to de-
port them under legal treaties 
between the two nations.

On December 11, a Delhi 
court rejected the transit an-
ticipatory bail pleas. Additional 
Sessions Judge Vandana termed 
the allegations against the 
brothers “prima facie grave and 
serious” and severely criticised 
their “conduct.”

The court took note of the 
police investigation that the 
brothers had booked tickets to 
Phuket one hour after the fire, 
a fact their counsel had initially 
“concealed” while seeking pro-
tection from immediate arrest.

The judge said that leaving 
immediately after the tragedy 
was a clear attempt to “evade 
the legal process”.

Goa nightclub fire case
Luthra brothers deported, 
taken into police custody Security forces 

hunt for terrorists  
holed up in 
Udhampur village
JAMMU: Security forces 
searched for terrorists in Ud-
hampur on Tuesday, a day 
after a policeman was killed 
in a gunfight there, a police 
officer said.

During the encounter on 
Monday, one terrorist was 
believed to have been injured, 
while two policemen suffered 
minor bullet wounds.

“The operation has been 
resumed in the area to track 
down the holed-up terrorists. 
The cordon has been further 
strengthened,” the officer 
told PTI.

A joint team of the Special 
Operations Group (SOG) of 
police, along with the army 
and the CRPF, is on the job 
with sniffer dogs, the officer 
said.

On Monday, forces got 
locked in a gunfight with ter-
rorists in Soan village of the 
Majalta area in Udhampur.

The village was raided by 
the police on a tip-off about 
the presence of three ter-
rorists, believed to be affili-
ated with the Pakistan-based 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
outfit.

The encounter took place 
in the besieged village around 
6 pm and continued for some 
time, resulting in injuries to 
one SOG jawan, Amjad Pa-
than, son of Bashrat Khan.

Pathan, a resident of Salva, 
Mendhar in Poonch district, 
later succumbed.

“A very small SOG team 
engaged the terrorists. 
Combing of the forest has 
been impeded due to dark-
ness and treacherous ter-
rain,” IGP Jammu Bhim Sen 
Tuti said in a social media 
post.

New Delhi

THREE Indian students were 
among 40 people injured in 
the terrorist attack on Syd-
ney’s Bondi Beach in Aus-
tralia, according to a media 
report on Tuesday.

Two out of these three 
students are believed to be 
receiving treatment in the 
hospital, The Australia Today 
news portal reported.

The names of the Indian 
students injured during Sun-
day’s attack have not been 
disclosed yet.

The Indian students sus-
tained injuries during the 
shooting, and their exact 
condition has not been for-
mally confirmed yet, it said.

Naveed Akram, 24, and 
his father, 50, opened fire on 
a gathering during the Jewish 
festival Hanukkah by the Sea 
celebration.

At least 15 people were 
killed in the attack, including 
a 10-year-old child.  Five of 
the injured remain in critical 
condition, while two injured 
police officers are in seri-

ous but stable condition, it 
added.

New South Wales Police 
Commissioner Mal Lanyon 
said the investigation is ex-
panding as new information 
emerges, including interna-
tional travel by the alleged at-
tackers and the discovery of 
extremist material, the report 
said. (PTI)

Bondi beach attack: 3 Indian students among injured
Raipur/Bijapur  
(Chhattisgarh)

IN a significant victory for an-
ti-Naxal operations, 34 Maoist 
cadres, including 7 women, 
surrendered before senior po-
lice and CRPF officials in Bi-
japur district on Tuesday, car-
rying a combined bounty of Rs 
84 lakh. 

The surrendered cadres, 
primarily from the South 
Sub-Zonal Bureau, also in-
clude members linked to the 
Dandakaranya Special Zonal 
Committee (DKSZC), Telan-
gana State Committee, and 
Andhra-Odisha Border (AOB) 
Division.

Key figures include a Di-
visional Committee Member 
(DVCM) from the Keralapal 

Area Committee with a Rs 8 
lakh bounty, several PLGA 
(People’s Liberation Guerrilla 
Army) members, Area Com-
mittee Members (ACMs), 
platoon leaders, militia com-
manders, and frontal or-
ganisation office-bearers like 
DAKMS and CNM presidents.

Disillusioned with Maoist 
ideology, they pledged alle-
giance to the Indian Constitu-
tion, vowing a peaceful life. 
Each received Rs 50,000 imme-
diate incentive under the state’s 
rehabilitation policy, Police of-
ficials said.

The surrender occurred 
amid joint efforts by District 
Reserve Guard (DRG), Bastar 
Fighters, Special Task Force 
(STF), CoBRA, and CRPF 
battalions, influenced by the 

Chhattisgarh government’s 
“Puna Margam: Rehabilitation 
to Rejuvenation” campaign—
a reintegration drive—and 
the “Niyad Nellanar” scheme 
delivering development to re-
mote villages.

Bijapur Superintendent of 
Police Jitendra Kumar Yadav 
appealed to the remaining 
Maoists, “abandon violence 
without fear. The government’s 
policies ensure a secure, re-
spectable future.”

He highlighted family de-

sires for normal lives.
Since January 2024, Bijapur 

has seen over 824 surrenders 
(per local claims, aligning with 
reports of 790+ by late 2025), 
alongside arrests and encoun-
ters, reflecting intensified op-
erations.

Statewide, thousands have 
surrendered in 2025, weaken-
ing Maoist structures in Bastar.

Officials credit proactive 
security, trust-building, and 
welfare initiatives for trans-
forming fear into dialogue and 
development in South Bastar.

Rehabilitation processes, 
including legal formalities and 
reintegration support, are un-
derway. This marks another 
step toward Chhattisgarh’s 
goal of lasting peace in Naxal-
affected regions.

34 Maoist cadres surrender in Bijapur

Dubai

ABHIGYAN Kundu’s record 
209 not out and an excellent re-
turn of 5/22 from Deepesh De-
vendran set up a massive 315-
run victory for India against 
Malaysia in their U-19 Asia 
Cup match here on Tuesday.

India’s margin of win is now 
their second biggest in terms 
of runs in Youth ODIs, after a 
326-run triumph over Uganda 
in 2022. 

Kundu etched his name in 
record books with a first-ever 
double century for any Indian 
in Youth ODIs, scoring his 
runs off 125 balls with 17 fours 
and nine sixes to fire India to a 
mammoth 408 for seven.

In reply, right-arm medium 
pacer Devendran ran through 
the Malaysian middle-order 
after Kishan Singh and Udhav 
Mohan struck once each to rock 
the opposition, and despite a 
late resistance from Hamzah 
Panggi (35), Malaysia were 
bowled out for 93 in 32.1 overs. 

It was a perfect outing for the 
Indian colts who put together a 
robust batting show, in which 
the tone was set by Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi who notched up a 
quickfire 50 off 26 balls (5 fours 

and 3 sixes).  While Sooryavan-
shi could not convert his start 
into another big score, hav-
ing scored 171 a few days ago 
against UAE, India were unper-
turbed even as they lost Vihaan 
Malhotra (7) and Ayush Mhatre 
(14) cheaply. 

No 4. Vedant Trivedi teamed 
up with Kundu as the two add-
ed 209 runs for the fourth wick-
et to consolidate, in which the 
latter was the dominant of the 
two with his aggressive stroke 
play particularly on the leg side. 

The 17-year-old Kundu’s 
rotation of the strike was top 
notch as he collected 55 singles 
during his innings while hitting 
17 fours and nine sixes in his 
superlative knock. 

Kundu’s double ton is also 
only the second instance of a 
batter at U-19 level crossing 

the 200-run mark, with South 
Africa’s Jorich Van Schalkwyk’s 
215 against Zimbabwe earlier 
this year being the first. 

The 18-year-old Trivedi 
looked set for a triple-figure 
score but ended up giving a re-
turn catch to Jaashwin Krishna-
murthy, walking back for 90 of 
106 balls (7 fours). Kundu was 
the aggressor in his 87-run 
stand for the fifth wicket with 
Kanishk Chouhan while he 
brought up his double hundred. 
BRIEF SCORES: 

India U-19 408/7 in 50 overs 
(Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 50, Ved-
ant Trivedi 90, Abhigyan Kun-
du 209 not out; Muhammad 
Akram 5/89) beat Malaysia 93 
in 32.1 overs (Hamzah Panggi 
35; Deepesh Devendran 5/22, 
Udhav Mohan 2/24) by 315 
runs. 

U-19 Asia Cup

India maul Malaysia 
by 315 runs

Abhigyan Kundu’s historic unbeaten double ton and  
Deepesh Devendran’s 5/22 set up massive win

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

THE Hyderabad Open Golf 
Tournament, an initiative of 
the TGolf Foundation, was 
officially announced with a 
poster launch at the Boulder 
Hills Golf & Country Club 
here on Monday. Regarded 
as India’s premier amateur 
golf championship, the tour-
nament will be held from 
February 18 to 21, 2026, and 
is expected to bring together 
top amateur golfers from 
across the country.

The poster was unveiled in 
the presence of Madhusud-
han Rao, Head of Business 
– Emaar India; NRN Reddy, 
Founder of TGolf Foun-
dation; Papi Reddy, Gen-
eral Manager, Boulder Hills 
Golf & Country Club; and 
Prashanth Reddy, along with 

other dignitaries and golf en-
thusiasts.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the organisers said the 
Hyderabad Open has been 
envisioned as a flagship ama-
teur golf event in India. The 
tournament aims to offer 
participants a professional-
level tournament experience, 
world-class playing condi-
tions, and a highly competi-
tive platform for both emerg-
ing and established amateur 
golfers.

Registrations for the 
championship are now open, 
and interested players can 
register by scanning the QR 
code available on the official 
tournament poster.

Hosted at the iconic Boul-
der Hills Golf & Country 
Club, known for its challeng-
ing layout and scenic beauty, 
the Hyderabad Open is ex-
pected to further strengthen 
Hyderabad’s reputation as a 
major golfing destination in 
the country.

Hyderabad Open Golf 
to be held in Feb 2026

Tournament poster unveiled at Boulder Hills Golf & Country Club

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

TELANGANA swimmer Shivani Karra con-
tinued her impressive run at the 69th SGFi 
National Swimming Championship for Girls 
2025–26, winning a silver medal in the U-14 
girls’ 100m backstroke on Day 5 at the Shy-
ama Prasad Mukherjee Swimming Stadium 
here on Tuesday.

Shivani clocked 1:09.97 to finish second, 
narrowly behind CISCE’s Shreya Binil, who 
took gold with a timing of 1:09.14. This silver 
marked Shivani’s third medal of the champi-
onship, adding to her earlier gold in the 200m 
backstroke and silver in the 50m backstroke, 
underlining her dominance in backstroke 
events.

In another notable performance for Telan-
gana, Sudhiksha Krishna secured the bronze 

medal in 
the U-19 
girls’ 50m 
freestyle, 
c l o c k i n g 
28.24 sec-
onds. Kar-
n a t a k a’s 
S h a l i n i 
R. Dixit 
won the 
gold with 
a timing 
of 27.75 
s e c o n d s , 
w h i l e 

Shubhnoor Kaur of Chandigarh claimed sil-
ver in 28.01 seconds.

The championship is being held from De-
cember 12 to 17 in New Delhi.

Telangana’s Shivani bags  
3rd medal at SGFi Nationals

Asian Youth Para Games:  
Indian shuttlers win 8 gold 

New Delhi

INDIAN youngsters delivered a remarkable performance 
at the Dubai 2025 Asian Youth Para Games, winning 8 
gold medals in the Para badminton events. The Indian 
team proved to be a formidable force, securing an im-
pressive 17 medals – 8 gold, 3 silver, and 6 bronze. 

At the core of India’s success was Jatin Azad, whose 
composed and confident performances defined the team’s 
spirit. Azad achieved double gold in the SU5 category; 
first capturing the men’s singles title before returning to 
the court with Shivam Yadav to win gold in men’s dou-
bles. Their partnership, founded on trust and communi-
cation, remained strong under the pressure of finals day.

Speaking after his victories, Azad looked beyond Dubai 
with quiet determination, as he said, “I want to play in 
all championships, gain more experience and exposure. 
With more exposure, I will achieve more— and I know I 
will be selected for the LA28 Paralympics,” he said.

India’s successful streak was also driven by mental 
toughness. Harshit Choudhary, another gold medallist, 
emphasised the mindset that helped the team navigate 
the most challenging moments of the 

LUCKNOW: Shubman Gill’s 
lean patch has been the talk-
ing point but an equally “out 
of runs” skipper Suryakumar 
Yadav is also under intense 
scrutiny as India look to find 
the right balance and seal the 
five-match series against South 
Africa in the fourth T20I here 
on Wednesday.

The third game was an ideal 

opportunity for Suryakumar to 
rediscover his touch while India 
chased a modest 118-run tar-
get, but the ease that once made 
him the top ranked batter in the 
world was noticeably missing.

Shots that defined his domi-
nance have been producing er-
ratic results and the match in 
Dharamsala was no different as 
he fell to his trademark pick-up 

stroke, highlighting a continued 
struggle. 

But he was defiant when it 

came to self-assessment. “The 
thing is, I’ve been batting beau-
tifully in the nets. I’m trying 
everything that’s in my control. 
When the runs have to come, 
they’ll definitely come. I’m not 
out of form, but definitely out of 
runs,” Suryakumar confidently 
said at the post-match presen-
tation ceremony after India’s 
win in Dharamsala on Sunday. 

However, the numbers tell a 
worrying story. The Indian cap-
tain has been searching for flu-
ency for over a year, averaging 
under 15 in the format this sea-
son. Additionally, he’s still with-
out a half-century in 2025, the 
longest such phase of his career.

Only twice during this pe-
riod has he managed to bat be-
yond 20 balls.

Spotlight on SKY as India eye series win over SA

MUMBAI: The 19th Indian 
Premier League will be held 
from March 26 to May 31 
but it remains to be seen if 
defending champions Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru’s home 
base gets a game after a deadly 
stampede halted all big-ticket 
cricket at the M Chinnaswamy 
Stadium. As per established 
norms, the Chinnaswamy 
should host the tournament 
opener given the home side, 
RCB, won the IPL 2025 title 
but that is unlikely to be clear 
till the time BCCI comes out 

with the full-scale schedule.
The venue was witness to 

chaos and a stampede, which 
left 11 dead, after RCB’s trophy 
celebrations drew lakhs on the 
streets, that was well over the 
state machinery’s capacity 
to handle at a short notice in 
June this year.

While the venue has re-
ceived conditional clearance 
from the Karnataka govern-
ment, it also needs to meet 
the necessary safety and se-
curity standards following the 
deaths. 

IPL 2026 to be held from 
March 26 to May 31


