This (removal of 49kg) is a good thing for Mirabai because cutting
down her weight to 48kg was a taxing process. Right now, she will
continue in the same weight class till the Asian Games, after that we
will begin the process of changing the weight to 53kg

-Vijay Sharma, Chief national coach
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Mandhana concedes fop spof fo Wolvaardt

DuBal

SMRITI Mandhana dropped
a rung to second but Jemi-
mah Rodrigues scaled nine
positions to be 10th in the
latest ICC womens ODI
rankings after India’s title-
winning World Cup perfor-
mance.

South  Africa captain
Laura Wolvaardt has moved
up two positions to the
No.1 spot in the latest list.
Wolvaardt overtook Mand-
hana after her incredible ef-
fort of striking hundreds in
both the semifinal and final.

The two innings took
Wolvaardt to 571 runs, the
most in a single edition of
the tournament, and the run
was rewarded with a career-
high rating of 814.

Mandhana, who held the
top spot for the entirety of
the World Cup, was named

JEMIMAH IN TOP-10

in the Team of the Tourna-
ment alongside Wolvaardt.
India defeated South Africa
by 52 runs in the final on
Sunday.

Rodrigues’  match-win-
ning hundred against the
Australians in the semifi-
nal in Navi Mumbai meant
the 25-year-old entered the
top-10, while Phoebe Litch-
field made a 13-spot jump

to a career-high 13th (637)
thanks to a century in the
same match.

Australias Ellyse Perry
moved to seventh, sharing
the spot with New Zealand’s
Sophie Devine, who has
announced her retirement
from the format.

India captain Harman-
preet Kaur also rose four
spots to 14th in the updated

list.

There was marked
movement in the bowl-
ing rankings, with South
Africa’s Marizanne
Kapp now the clos-

est to knock Sophie Ec-
clestone off the top spot
thanks to her 5/20 against
England in the other
World Cup semifinal.

Kapp moved two spots to
a rating of 712, with Aus-
tralians Annabel Suther-
land (sixth) and Kim Garth
(seventh) making one-spot
moves in the top 10.

World Cup’s Player of the
Tournament Deepti Sharma
cemented her credentials
with seven wickets and 82
runs across the semifinal
and final at the tournament.
As a result, she gained a spot
to fourth in the all-rounder
rankings, overtaking Suther-
land (388)

TELANGANA SPORTS MINISTER
UNVEILS TPL POSTER

League will feature 600 teams from two Telugu states; Tournament prize money is Rs 80 lakh

Hans NEws SERVICE

HyYDERABAD

Telangana Sports Minister Vakiti Srihari
unveiled the poster of the Telugu Premier
League (TPL) cricket competitions. Repre-
sentatives of Zuper LED, which organizes
TPL, formally met the minister at his office
and explained the features of the league.
Srihari said that sports have the power to
make the youth not addicted to drugs and
make them disciplined athletes and respon-
sible citizens. Youth should opt any one sport
and try to excel in that event, he added. He
wished the success of this TPL, which is be-
ing organized to take the ‘Say No to’ drug

campaign into the youth.

Later, O. Ramesh, Director of the league’s
organizing company, Zuper LED, said that
this league is not just organized for entertain-
ment but to raise awareness about healthy
life fitness and sports in the society. He said
that Zuper LED is organising these compe-

Frs

Minister SriHari unveils TPL poster

titions with its CSR funds. These competi-
tions are being organised with 600 teams, at
nearly 60 venues in the two Telugu states, he
added. Four teams from Telangana and four
from Andhra Pradesh will be selected for the

knockout competitions.

He said that their idea is also to provide an
opportunity to rural cricketers to play cricket
on big platform. The total prize money of this
tournament is Rs. 80 lakhs, he added.

Smriti, Jemimah, Deepti named in
ICC Women’s WC team of tournament

DuBal

THE title-winning Indian
stars expectedly dominated
the ICC Women’s Cricket
World Cup Team of the
Tournament with Smriti
Mandhana, Jemimah Rod-
rigues and Deepti Sharma
making it to the line-up an-
nounced on Tuesday.

The Indian trio played
a stellar role in the team’s
maiden World Cup triumph.
India defeated South Africa
by 52 runs in the summit
clash on Sunday.

Runners-up South Africa
also have three of their play-
ers in the side, with skipper
Laura Wolvaardt chosen
to captain the Team of the
Tournament following her
sensational efforts with the
bat where she amassed a
whopping 571 runs at an
average of 71.37 to break
the record for the most runs
at any single edition of the
Women’s World Cup.

Annabel Sutherland, Ash
Gardner and leg-spinner
Alana King feature from
the Australian team that
reached the semi-finals,
with standout wicket-keeper
Sidra Nawaz of Pakistan the
only player named in a side
to miss out on the final four,

stated an ICC press release.

England’s Sophie Eccle-
stone was also included fol-
lowing some strong efforts
that helped her side reach
the semi-finals, while com-
patriot Nat Sciver-Brunt is
named as the 12th player.

Opening batter Mand-
hana scored 434 runs at an
average of 54.25 with one
century and two fifties.

A model of consistency
at the top of the batting or-
der for India, Mandhana
finished as the second-
leading run-scorer at the

tournament behind only
Wolvaardt.
Her 109 against New

Zealand in Navi Mumbai

I

the highlight for the

was
left-hander, while con-
secutive scores of 80 and
88 against Australia and
England prior to that cen-
tury displayed Mandhana’s
ability to perform well
against the best teams. Rod-
rigues, on her part, made
292 runs at an average of
58.40 with the help of one
century and one fifty. Her
stunning innings of 127 not
out against Australia in the
semi-finals was the major
reason behind her inclu-
sion in the side, though the
India No.3 also produced a
string of other good scores
throughout the tournament.

An unbeaten 76 against

New Zealand was of vital
importance in India’s run to
the semifinals, while Rod-
rigues’ knock of 24 helped
alongside Shafali Verma’s
fireworks in the final against
South Africa.

With the bat, Deepti
scored 215 runs at an aver-
age of 30.71 with one centu-
ry and three fifties. She also
took 22 wickets at an average
of 20.40.

Named Player of the
Tournament, Deepti was
instrumental in India’s title-
winning campaign. She fin-
ished as the leading wicket-
taker and scored crucial
runs across the tournament.
(PTI)

ICC Women’s World Cup
Team of Tournament:

1. Smriti Mandhana (In-
dia); 2. Laura Wolvaardt (c)
(South Africa); 3. Jemimah
Rodrigues (India); 4. Mari-
zanne Kapp (South Africa);
5. Ash Gardner (Australia);
6. Deepti Sharma (India); 7.
Annabel Sutherland (Aus-
tralia); 8. Nadine de Klerk
(South Africa); 9. Sidra
Nawaz (wk) (Pakistan); 10.
Alana King (Australia); 11.
Sophie Ecclestone (Eng-
land); 12th Player: Nat Sciv-
er-Brunt (England).

Asia Cup row: Surya fined 30%,
Rauf banned for two matches

Dusal

INDIA'S T20I captain Suryakumar Ya-
dav and Pakistan pacer Haris Rauf were
on Tuesday found guilty of breaching
the ICC code of conduct at the Asia Cup
in the UAE and were slapped with sanc-

tions for their actions.

Rauf copped two financial penalties
of 30 percent each for two separate in-
cidents during matches against India,

leading to a two-match ban in the up-
coming ODI series against South Africa
on November 4 and 6.

India skipper Suryakumar has also
been fined 30 percent of his match fees
for “bringing the game to disrepute” for
his comments supporting the Indian
armed forces and showing solidarity
with victims of Pahalgam terror attack.

In the September 14 game, Rauf was
found guilty of the same offence and

fined 30 per cent of his match fee, result-
ing in two demerit points.

Then, in another game against India,

Rauf was again found guilty of a breach
of Article 2.21 and was fined 30 per cent
of his match fee and received two addi-
tional demerit points.

Jasprit Bumrah copped one demerit
point while Arshdeep Singh and Sa-
hibzada Farhan were also let off without
any penalty. (PTI)

‘Crimes against women ‘skyrocketed uncontrollably’ under BJP-JD(U) in Bihar

NEw DELHI

THE Congress on Tuesday
alleged that crimes against
women have “skyrocketed
uncontrollably” under the
BJP-JD(U) rule in Bihar and
posed questions to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
the alleged “neglect” of wom-
en’s safety, health, and dignity
in the last 20 years.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge slammed the
BJP-JD(U) over the security
situation for women and as-
serted that the Mahagath-

bandhan is fully committed
to their empowerment and
economic upliftment.
Kharge said the Congress’
promises are not just to gar-
ner votes during elections or
right before them, but rather,
they are the same promises
that the party will fulfil
Congress general secre-
tary in charge of commu-
nications, Jairam Ramesh,
alleged that for the 20 years
under the BJP-JD(U) gov-
ernment in Bihar, there has
been a “consistent neglect”
of women’s safety, health, and

dignity. The prime minister
didn’t remember to check on
Bihar’s women for an entire
decade, and now, at election
time, a sham digital outreach
is being staged for votes,
Ramesh said.

In a post in Hindi on X,
Kharge said, “The BJP-JDU
government in Bihar has
been in power for 20 years.
If even today, Modi ji has to
say that in Bihar ‘daughters-
in-law and daughters are not
safe) then this is his self-ad-
mission that in 20 years, they
have not made Bihar safe!”.

He alleged that the situa-
tion of women and children
in the state is extremely
alarming.

Citing data from the Na-
tional Family Health Survey
(NFHS), Kharge claimed that
70 per cent of children in the
state were afflicted with anae-
mia and 40 per cent were vic-
tims of malnutrition. Only
11 per cent of infants receive
adequate nutrition, he said.

The Mahagathbandhan is
fully committed to the em-
powerment and economic
upliftment of half the popu-

lation, he said, referring to
women.

Listing the promises made
to women by the Mahagath-
bandhan, Kharge said they
will be given an assistance
of Rs 2,500 per month if the
opposition alliance comes to
power. A monthly pension of
Rs 1,500-Rs 3,000 would be
given to the elderly, widows,
and disabled, while Jeevika
Didis will be given official
status, he said.

“Our promises are not just
to garner votes during elec-
tions or right before them,

but rather, they are the same
promises that we will fulfil-
and we have already fulfilled
them in Congress-ruled
states,” he said.

“That's why today we're
asking three direct ques-
tions: Crimes against women
have skyrocketed uncontrol-
lably under the BJP-JD(U)
rule: A 336 per cent increase
in crimes against women
-- compared to before, now
20,222 crimes every Yyear,
with a total of 2,80,000 wom-
en victimised so far;” he said
in a post in Hindi on X. (PTT)

(i

Security forces bust Maoist
arms factory in Sukma

SUKMA

SECURITY forces have de-
stroyed a weapons manu-
facturing facility of Maoists
located in dense forest in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district,
and seized 17 firearms along
with a huge cache of equip-
ment used in production, a
police official said on Tuesday.

A team of the District Re-
serve Guard (DRG) on Mon-
day recovered 17 weapons,
including a Barrel Grenade
Rocket Launcher, six Barrel
Grenade Launchers (BGLs),

six 12-bore rifles, three single-
shot rifles, and one country-
made pistol after busting
the makeshift factory in the
Gomguda forest area.

The seizure includes two
12-bore rifle barrels, 2 single-
shot rifle barrels, one large
hand-drill machine, 17 bench
vises, three BGL barrels, two
BGL body covers, electric
wire, iron pipes, and other
materials used in manufac-
turing firearms.

“The objective of opera-
tions by security forces is not
only to dismantle Naxal infra-

Recover 17 Weapons

structure but to establish last-
ing peace and development in
the region. Those who wish to
give up arms and return to so-
ciety will be assured of a dig-
nified life under the govern-
ment’s rehabilitation policy,”
said Sukma Superintendent
of Police Kiran Chavan.

The action comes amid
a string of surrenders by
Naxalites in Chhattisgarh in
response to widespread op-
erations launched by security
forces to eliminate the Naxal
menace by March 31, 2026.
(PTI)

Couple in live-in
relationship jumps
to death in Palghar

PALGHAR: A couple in a
live-in relationship allegedly
committed suicide by
jumping from the fourth
floor of a residential building
in Maharashtra’s Palghar
district, police said on
Tuesday.

The incident occurred in
the Hanuman Nagar area of
Nallasopara East in the wee
hours of Sunday, an official
said.

As per preliminary
inquiries, the victims,
Deepak Jogadia and
Kanchan Solanki, both
aged 35, were in a live-in
relationship, and had been
residing in the building for
some time, he said.

The official said residents
of the building alerted
authorities after hearing a
loud thud and discovering
the couple lying in a pool of
blood near the premises.

No suicide note was found
at the spot, and the exact
reason for the
extreme step remains
unclear, he said.

The duo was rushed to
a nearby hospital, where
doctors declared them dead,
the official said, adding that
an accidental death report
has been registered. (PTT)

EC must act on voters’ list

irregularities: Maha Congress

MUMBAI

THE Maharashtra Congress
on Tuesday said the Election
Commission should take im-
mediate cognisance of the
demand of the Opposition
parties to rectify “irregulari-
ties” in the voters’ lists ahead
of the local body polls, citing
that leaders from the ruling
dispensation had made simi-
lar claims.

Maharashtra ~ Congress
general secretary  Sachin
Sawant said political parties
are an essential part of de-
mocracy, and the electoral
process is incomplete with-
out them.

“When all Opposition par-
ties are together demanding a
clean and error-free electoral
roll, it is the EC’s duty to act.
Now, even ruling party lead-
ers, including the chief min-
ister and state BJP president
Chandrashekhar Bawankule,
have said that the voters’ list
must be cancelled. If the rul-
ing party is saying the same
thing, what’s the problem
now?” Sawant wrote in a post
on X. Maharashtra minister
Ashish Shelar on Monday ac-
cused Shiv Sena (UBT) chief

-

Uddhav Thackeray and MNS
head Raj Thackeray of engag-
ing in appeasement politics
and conspiring to pressure
government staff ahead of
the local body polls in the
state.

He charged that the Op-
position was attempting to
create a “fake narrative;
with its claim about the vot-
ers list, alleging that mul-
tiple entries of people from
the Muslim community and
other minority groups were
ignored, but they (the Thack-
eray cousins) only talk about
Hindus, Dalits, and Marathi
people.

Referring to BJP lead-
ers statements, Sawant said,

“Earlier, Anurag Thakur had
exposed the BJP, and now
Ashish Shelar has admitted
to vote theft, again exposing
his own party. Will the chief
electoral officer of Maharash-
tra now ask Shelar to file an
affidavit?”

He further claimed that
the BJP is being branded
as “vote thieves” across the
country.

“The so-called superpower
that attacks the Constitu-
tion is being challenged and
exposed by none other than
Rahul Gandhi. Lies can-
not sustain for long — BJP
leaders should rather worry
about their future,” Sawant
said in his post.

‘No progress in Munde
murder probe, woman
doctor’s suicide; will
meet Shah’

MUMBALI: NCP (SP) leader
Supriya Sule on Tuesday
expressed concern over the
lack of progress in the in-
vestigations into the murder
of Mahadev Munde in Beed
and the suicide of a woman
doctor in Phaltan, and said
she would meet Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to seek
justice for the grieving fami-
lies.

Sule said that despite the
formation of a special in-
vestigation team (SIT) three
months ago to probe Munde’s
murder in Beed, there has
been “no visible progress”.

Mahadev Munde, a resi-
dent of Parli, was abducted
on October 19, 2023, and was
found dead three days later.

“The police have not
shared any details of the in-
vestigation with the victim’s
family. Even after repeat-
edly approaching the govern-
ment, the Munde family con-
tinues to be denied justice,”
she said in a statement.

The Baramati MP further
said those in power were
making contradictory state-
ments regarding the suicide
of a 28-year-old woman doc-
tor in Phaltan town of Satara
district.




