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Clear pending land issues, complete projs on time: Collector

Hans News Service 
Tirupati

DISTRICT Collector Dr S Ven-
kateswar has directed officials 
to clear all pending land acqui-
sition and construction works 
connected to key infrastructure 
projects within the stipulated 
deadlines. Reviewing the pro-
gress of various projects at a 
meeting held on Tuesday, he 

stressed the need for coordinat-
ed efforts among departments 
to avoid further delays.

The review covered ma-
jor works including National 

Highways, Railway projects, 
the Visakhapatnam–Chennai 
Industrial Corridor pipeline, 
APIIC’s Dugarajapatnam 
works, and issues related to 

the LG plant at Sri City.
The Collector, who inter-

acted virtually with officials 
from Tirupati, Nellore, and 
Chennai National Highways, 
as well as RDOs from Tirupati 
and Sullurpet, urged them 
to resolve all land-related 
bottlenecks. He specifically 
called for speeding up the 
Renigunta–Chennai six-lane 
road construction, as well as 
railway works in Renigunta, 
Pudi, Gudur, Pakala and Tiru-
pati city.

He directed the Revenue 
Divisional Officers to work in 
close coordination with Na-

tional Highway authorities to 
ensure bothquality and timely 
execution, particularly under 
Packages 2, 3, and 4 of projects 
taken up under the Sagarmala 
scheme. Departments such 
as Roads and Buildings, Pan-
chayat Raj, Irrigation, Forest, 
and Water Resources were 
instructed to jointly monitor 
progress and complete the 
works without delay. Srikala-
hasti RDO Bhanu Prakash 
Reddy, APIIC Zonal Manag-
ers Vijay Bharat Reddy and L 
Sivakumar, Tirupati tahsildar 
Suresh, along with other offi-
cials attended the meeting.

Renigunta–Chennai  
six-lane road, 
Sagarmala packages 
among priority projects

District Collector Dr S Venkateswar reviewing the progress of 
projects in Tirupati on Tuesday

Pradeep Vennelakanti 
tirupati

THE Forest Department has 
ramped up 24-hour surveil-
lance in and around Tirupati 
after a series of leopard sight-
ings near the Alipiri footpath, 
Sri Venkateswara University 
(SVU), and nearby localities. 
Officials have urged residents 
and pilgrims to stay calm, as-
suring that all precautionary 
measures are firmly in place.

The latest scare came 
from Mangalam, on the 
outskirts of the city, where a 
leopard reportedly entered a 
residential colony in the early 
hours of Monday and killed 
a pet dog. The incident left 
residents alarmed, prompting 
forest personnel to rush to 
the spot. They found pug-
marks and traces confirming 
the leopard's movement from 
the Mangalam forest belt into 
the residential area. Authori-
ties have since advised locals 
to remain indoors at night 
and avoid keeping pets or 
livestock outside.

In recent weeks, leop-
ard sightings have also 
been reported along the 
Alipiri–Cherlopalli road, 
one of which even led to an 
accident. The fear has spread 

across the university belt as 
well, with SV University, SV 
Veterinary University, and 
SV Vedic University all re-
porting occasional sightings.

Speaking to The Hans 
India, District Forest Officer 
(DFO) V Saibaba said that 
three specialised teams are 
now on round-the-clock 
patrol. “Two teams are 
deployed along the Alipiri 
and Srivari Mettu footpaths 
— one during the day and 
another at night — while a 
third team monitors the uni-
versity areas,” he explained.

According to the DFO, 
the leopards appear to be 
venturing into urban areas 
primarily in search of food. 
“Leftover food and open 
garbage dumps attract stray 
dogs, which in turn draw 
leopards from the nearby 
forests. Proper waste man-

agement is crucial to stop 
this chain reaction,” Saibaba 
said.

He clarified that there are 
currently no plans to capture 
the animals, as they have not 
shown aggression toward 
humans. “Leopards typically 
avoid people. Problems arise 
only when panic spreads. 
Our focus is on preventing 
encounters, not creating 
conflict,” he clarified.

As part of preventive 
efforts, the department has 
begun clearing thick vegeta-
tion along the SVU campus 
boundary and near the 
Tirumala footpaths — areas 
where leopard activity has 
been frequent. Camera traps 
have also been installed to 
track their movements and 
identify potential routes. In 
addition, specialised wild-
life monitoring and rescue 
teams have been consti-
tuted to respond swiftly to 
any sightings of leopards or 
bears near residential areas. 
DFO Saibaba assured that 
the situation is under con-
trol. “We are taking every 
possible measure to ensure 
the safety of pilgrims, 
students, and residents. 
There’s no cause for alarm,” 
he said.

Forest officials tighten surveillance 
to prevent human–animal conflict

DFO V Saibaba

F
ifth death anniversary of educationist, 
industrialist and politician Kandula Si-
vananda Reddy was observed at K S R M 

Engineering College in Kadapa on Tuesday. 
Family members, college faculty, students, 
fans and well-wishers participated and paid 
tributes by offering garlands at Kandula Ghat.

First 'keyhole' 
PTBD treatment  
in Medicover

Hans News Service 
Nellore

A patient admitted to the 
emergency department of 
Medicover Hospitals, Nel-
lore with jaundice and criti-
cal conditions due to cancer 
had completely blocked the 
bile ducts in the liver, which 
stopped the flow of bile. This 
resulted in dangerously high 
bilirubin levels in the blood.

Vascular interventional 
radiologist Dr Krishna Teja's 
team performed the PTBD 
procedure using interven-
tional radiology technology.

A thin tube (drainage cath-
eter) was inserted through 
the skin into the liver and the 
blocked bile was drained out. 
Through the 'keyhole' (mini-
mally invasive) procedure, 
the liver started functioning 
normally.

Dr. Krishna Teja said that 
the jaundice levels decreased 
rapidly and the patient's 
health improved significantly 
within a few days.

‘Provide free bus 
travel for physically 
challenged’

NELLORE: The Navyandra 
Vikalangula Hakkula Seva 
Samithi (NVHSS) has urged 
APSRTC Zonal Chairman 
Sannapureddy Suresh Reddy 
to take steps to facilitate free 
bus travel for differently-
abled persons on RTC 
services, similar to the facil-
ity provided to women and 
transgender individuals.A 
five-member delegation, led 
by NVHSS State President 
Sheikh Kalesha, met the 
APSRTC Zonal Chairman in 
his chamber in Nellore and 
submitted a memorandum 
on the issue.In its represen-
tation, NVHSS praised the 
TDP-led coalition govern-
ment for providing free 
bus travel to women and 
transgender persons. 

It urged the government 
to extend the same benefit to 
differently-abled individuals 
on humanitarian grounds.
Acknowledging that the 
matter falls under govern-
ment policy, Sannapureddy 
assured the delegation that 
he would raise the issue with 
the government at the earli-
est.NVHSS Vice President 
Dumpala Subba Rao, Or-
ganising Secretary Numburu 
Ganesh, BJP leaders M. 
Radha Reddy, K. Suneel, and 
others were present.


