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70,000 devotees to celebrate 
Karthika Pournami at Gudem Gutta

Temple staff have arranged all necessary facilities for devotees

Soudam Rajanna  
Mancherial

ON the occasion of Karthi-
ka Pournami, approxi-
mately 70,000 devotees are 
expected to visit the temple 
for darshan on Wednesday. 
Temple Executive Officer 
Srinivas stated that all nec-
essary arrangements have 
been made to ensure devo-
tees face no inconvenience.

The temples in Gudem 
have been adorned with 
renewed splendor. The 
Satyanarayana Swamy tem-
ple is beautifully decorated 
with colourful electric 
lights. During the Jatara, 
temple authorities make 
elaborate arrangements. 

Packets of laddu and puli-
hora are prepared, and sha-
mianas (canopies) are set up 
for devotees to rest.

The temple of ‘Ramaa 
Sahitha Sri Satyanarayana 
Swamy’ famously known 
as ‘Gudem Gutta’ is also 
referred to as ‘Ratnadri’. 
Located in Gudem village 
of Dandepalli mandal, in 
Mancherial, this renowned 
pilgrimage site in India has 
earned the name ‘Second 

Annavaram’.
In 1964, a devotee named 

Govardhana Perumandla 
Swamy had a divine vision 
in which the deity revealed 
His presence on Ratnadri 
hill, leading to the temple’s 
rise to prominence.

Nearby, there are also 
temples dedicated to Sri 
Ayyappa Swamy and Pan-
chamukha Anjaneya Swa-
my. The Ayyappa temple is 
built on another hill close to 

the Satyanarayana temple, 
modeled after Sabarimala, 
and is fondly called “Sabari-
mala of the Telugus”.

Devotees from Telangana 
and other states visit Gudem 
to worship Sri Satyanaraya-
na Swamy. 

There is a deep belief that 
the deity blesses devotees by 
fulfilling their wishes and 
granting happiness, health, 
and prosperity.

Pilgrims take a holy dip 
in the sacred Godavari 
river before visiting the 
temple. Every year during 
the month of Kartika, large 
numbers of devotees come 
for darshan.

On Kartika Pournami, 
couples perform the Rama 
Sahitha Sri Satyanarayana 
Swamy Vratam. Many wom-
en light Kartika lamps dur-
ing this auspicious month. 
To mark Kartika Pournami, 
a grand annual fair (Jatara) 
is held at Gudem Gutta.

Celebrations include 
‘Karthika Deepotsavam’ 
and ‘Ramaa Sahita Sri 
Satyanarayana Swamy 

Vratams’

Rs 603-cr underground drainage 
project sanctioned for MBNR

Hans News Service  
Mahabubnagar

THE long-pending drainage 
problems of Mahabubnagar 
city are set to end soon, with 
the government approving 
a massive Rs 603-crore un-
derground drainage project. 
Announcing the project at 
his camp office on Tuesday, 
Mahabubnagar MLA Yen-
nam Srinivas Reddy said it 
would serve as a permanent 
solution to the city’s sewage 
issues and mark a new mile-
stone in Mahabubnagar’s de-
velopment.

He informed that the 
project would be funded 
through the Urban Infra-
structure Development 
Fund (UIDF), with Rs 
430.32 crore from the Na-
tional Housing Bank and Rs 
172.68 crore from the State 
government. 

The MLA said the tender 
process will begin soon, and 
the works will be executed at 
the earliest.

He recalled that he had 
promised to bring both an 
IIIT/NIT and a comprehen-
sive underground drainage 
system to Mahabubnagar 
during his election cam-
paign. “The IIIT has already 

started functioning with 240 
students, and now the un-
derground drainage project 
is moving toward imple-
mentation. It is a proud mo-
ment for all of us,” he said.

The MLA noted that since 
his election, nearly Rs 1,000 
crore worth of development 
works have been sanctioned 
for Mahabubnagar, includ-

ing several that are already 
completed and others in 
tender or grounding stages.

Recounting his back-
ground, Srinivas Reddy said 
he had left a central govern-
ment job at the age of 29 to 
join the Telangana move-
ment and dedicate himself 
to public service. “My only 
mission is people’s welfare. 

The development of Maha-
bubnagar and the well-being 
of its residents are my top 
priorities,” he asserted.

The MLA said he is work-
ing tirelessly to attract 
record-level funding for 
the city by maintaining co-
ordination with both state 
and central governments, 
keeping political differences 
aside. 

“If anyone can show that 
such large-scale projects 
were ever brought to Maha-
bubnagar before, I am ready 
for an open discussion,” he 
remarked.

Later, he thanked the peo-
ple of Mahabubnagar for 
their continued support and 
trust, assuring that every ef-
fort will be made to ensure 
inclusive development. 

MLA Yennam Srinivas Reddy addressing the media on Tuesday 

Yennam announces major urban devpt initiative

Immortalising Abdul 
Kalam’s legacy 

Khammam-based body to install ‘Missile Man’s’ statues across TG and AP

PV Satyanarayana  
Khammam

A Khammam-based organi-
sation, Vibrants of Kalam, has 
embarked on a special project 
to immortalise the legacy of 
aerospace scientist and for-
mer President of India, late 
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam.

As part of the initiative, the 
organisation plans to install 
statues of Dr Kalam in all the 
erstwhile districts of Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh. 
Thirteen statues prepared for 
Andhra Pradesh were un-
veiled by Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu in May 
this year at Amaravati.

Speaking to the media, 
Vibrants of Kalam founder 
Vijay Kalam said that each 
statue, standing 10 ft tall, has 
been sculpted by Modugu 

Prasad of Tiruvur in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Krishna district. 
Work on statues meant for 
Telangana is currently under-
way. The height of the statue 
symbolises the tenth death 
anniversary of Dr Kalam, ob-
served this year. Vijay plans to 
have the first statue in Telan-
gana unveiled by Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy this 
November.

He said the entire project 
would cost around Rs 1 crore, 
including Rs 1 lakh per statue 
and the cost of constructing 
platforms for installation.

Explaining the inspira-
tion behind the initiative, he 
shared that even a decade af-
ter Dr Kalam’s passing, there 
were few places where admir-
ers could pay homage on his 

birth and death anniversaries.
“As the founder of Vibrants 

of Kalam, the largest organi-
sation in the country dedi-
cated to spreading the vision 
and ideology of Dr Kalam, I 
felt it was my responsibility to 
ensure his legacy lives on for 
future generations,” he said.

Notably, the organisation 
aims to complete installa-
tions across all 23 erstwhile 
districts of Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh by July 27 
next year, coinciding with Dr 
Kalam’s death anniversary. 

“Annual events such as 
elocution, essay writing, and 
quiz competitions will also 
be organised for students and 
youth on his birth and death 
anniversaries to promote his 
ideals,” Vijay added.

Vibrants of Kalam founder Vijay Kalam with Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu at the unveiling of Dr APJ 
Abdul Kalam’s statue in Amaravati (File photo)

•  13 statues prepared 

for AP were unveiled 

by AP CM Naidu in 

May at Amaravati

•  Standing 10 ft tall, 

each statue has been 

sculpted by Modugu 

Prasad of Tiruvur in AP 

•  Work on statues 

meant for Telangana is 

currently underway

COTTON MILLERS CALL FOR BANDH

Farmers told not to book 
cotton sale slots tomorrow

Hans News Service  
Khammam 

ADDITIONAL Collector P 
Srinivas Reddy has appealed to 
farmers not to book slots for cot-
ton sale on November 6, as the 
Telangana Cotton Millers and 
Traders Welfare Association has 
called for a one-day bandh on 
that day.

Chairing a review meeting 
with Market Committee Chair-
men, Ginning Mill manage-
ments, and officials at the 
Collectorate on Tuesday, the 
Additional Collector said that 
478 metric tonnes of cotton 
have been procured so far 
from 242 farmers across the 
district. He noted that only 
fair-quality cotton is being 
purchased at the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) through 
the Cotton Corporation of 
India (CCI).

Reddy advised farmers not to 
bring their cotton to Khammam 
and Enkoor market yards on 
Thursday and not to book sales 
slots on the CCI app for Novem-
ber 6, in view of the bandh.

The meeting reviewed the 
ongoing cotton procurement 
operations and discussed co-
ordination among market 
committees, ginning mills, and 
related departments to ensure 
smooth transactions and fair 
prices for farmers.

Additional Collector  
P Srinivas Reddy

Strengthen booth-level outreach 
in Tamil Nadu: BJP leader

Hans News Service  
Chennai 

BJP National Co-Incharge for 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 
Ponguleti Sudhakar Reddy 
on Tuesday called upon party 
workers to intensify grass-
roots-level outreach across 
Tamil Nadu as part of the on-
going Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of the voter list.

Reddy was addressing the 
BJP Tamil Nadu State-Level 
Workshop held in Chennai 
to discuss the voter list revi-
sion process and organisa-
tional preparedness ahead of 
the upcoming elections. The 
workshop was presided over 

by Baijayant Panda, MP, BJP 
National Vice President and 
Election Incharge for Tamil 
Nadu.

Interacting with booth 
committees, Reddy said, “Ex-

pose the corruption, misman-
agement and failed govern-
ance of the DMK-led Tamil 
Nadu government and ensure 
that the BJP’s message of good 
governance, nationalism and 
inclusive growth resonates 
with every voter.”

He highlighted the role of 
BLA-1 and BLA-2 (Booth 
Level Agents) in the voter list 
revision process and directed 
the cadre to ensure that eligi-
ble voters are duly registered 
and invalid entries removed. 
He asked party workers to 
assist citizens throughout the 
process and ensure trans-
parency and accuracy in the 
voter rolls.

BJP leader Ponguleti  
Sudhakar Reddy giving a 
speech in Chennai on Tuesday‘Midday Meal’ prog 

launched for jr  
college students 

Hans News Service  
Palvoncha (Kothagudem) 

LEGISLATOR from Kothagu-
dem Kunamneni Sambasiva 
Rao on Tuesday launched a 
midday meal programme for 
students of the Government 
Junior College in Palvoncha. 
The initiative has been taken 
up by the Shyamala Gopa-
lan Education Foundation to 
support underprivileged stu-
dents.

The programme was inau-
gurated at the college in the 
presence of Nalla Suresh Red-
dy, founder of the Shyamala 
Gopalan Education Founda-
tion, and Sabir Pasha, CPI 
district secretary. Speaking on 
the occasion, Suresh Reddy 
said the foundation had al-
ready distributed uniforms to 

250 students and would pro-
vide midday meals to nearly 
450 students throughout the 
academic year.

He noted that the initiative 
began after the college staff 
brought to the foundation’s 
attention the poor nutritional 
condition of several students, 
many of whom were unable to 
afford healthy meals. “Several 
students were either eating 
junk food as snacks or man-
aging with just a glass of water 
during lunch hours. Hence, 
we decided to step in and 
provide them with nutritious 
meals,” Suresh Reddy said.

He added that healthy food 
plays a crucial role in students’ 
growth and learning, and the 
foundation plans to continue 
the programme in the coming 
academic years as well.

Kothagudem MLA Kunamneni Sambasiva Rao launches the 
midday meal programme organised by the Shyamala Gopalan 
Education Foundation at the Government Junior College in 
Palvoncha on Tuesday.

Hans News Service  
Gadwal

THE Cotton Corporation of 
India (CCI) has officially begun 
cotton procurement operations 
in Jogulamba Gadwal district. 
The inauguration ceremony was 
held on Tuesday at the Sri Bal-
aji Cotton Ginning Mill, where 
Marketing Department Officer 
Pushpamma launched the pro-
curement along with Rahul the 
CPO of CCI by breaking a coco-
nut in traditional fashion.

According to officials, the 
district is expecting a yield of 
around 18 lakh quintals of cot-
ton this season. Currently, only 
two procurement centers have 
been opened i.e. one at Gadwal 
and another at Alampur. These 
centers, operating out of two 
ginning mills, have a combined 
capacity of 3,500 quintals.

Officer Pushpamma noted 
that procurement in Alampur 
had already begun a week ago 
and has been running smoothly 
since then. However, several 

farmers in Gadwal expressed 
frustration that despite re-peat-
ed attempts, they are unable to 
book slots for selling their cot-
ton. The marketing officer ex-
plained that the shortage of Gin-
ning mills is the main reason for 
the delay and difficulties in slot 
booking. Farmers, on the other 
hand, are urging the CCI and 
district administration to iden-
tify and open at least five or six 
additional ginning mills for pro-
curement to ease the congestion 
and ensure timely purchases.

18L quintals cotton yield  
expected from Gadwal


