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UNION Minister Bandi San-
jay inspected the construction 
of the world’s highest railway 
bridge in Manipur’s Noni dis-
trict, reaffirming the Centre’s 
commitment to accelerating 
development in the state’s most 
backward regions. The bridge, 
part of the ambitious Jiribam-
Imphal railway line project, is 
being built at a height of 141 
metres with seven pillars span-
ning 703 metres, and is set to 
become a global engineering 
landmark.

The Rs 650 crore bridge is 
a key component of the Rs 
21,885 crore railway corri-
dor connecting Imphal to the 
national railway network via 

Assam. Officials briefed the 
minister that the bridge will 
be completed by March 2026, 
while the entire 110 km rail-
way line--featuring 55 tunnels, 
including one of 10.25 km 
length--will be operational by 
December 2028.

Walking half a kilometre 
along the bridge site, Bandi 

Sanjay praised the engineer-
ing teams for their dedica-
tion despite harsh terrain and 
weather. He said the project 
will transform connectivity, 
ease transportation, and stand 
as a testament to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s vision of 
inclusive development. “This 
bridge will place Manipur 

firmly on the Indian Railways 
map,” he said.

Earlier in the day, the min-
ister arrived by helicopter and 
held a review meeting with 
Collector Sarath Chandra, the 
District SP and senior officials 
from Tamenglong district. 

He was briefed on chal-
lenges in implementing cen-

tral schemes, including a lack 
of infrastructure, a shortage of 
teachers, and only 13 doctors 
serving a population of 59,000. 
He assured full central sup-
port and promised to escalate 
proposals to the relevant min-
istries.

Bandi Sanjay also met with 
local leaders, SHGs, and public 
representatives, collecting pe-
titions and pledging action. He 
planted a sapling to mark his 
visit and toured an exhibition 
showcasing local products.

 “The Centre is commit-
ted to ensuring that even the 
remotest corners of India 
receive the fruits of develop-
ment,” he said, urging officials 
to intensify efforts and ensure 
full coverage of central welfare 
schemes.

Bandi Sanjay inspects world’s highest railway 
bridge; vows full support for Manipur’s development

HYDERABAD: WITH no 
minister and also Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy ready 
to give up one of their exist-
ing focal portfolios, the new-
ly inducted minister Mohd 
Azharuddin has got Minority 

Welfare and Public Enterprises 
portfolios.

Currently, SC Welfare Minis-
ter Adluri Lakshan was holding 

the Minority Welfare portfolio 
and the Public Enterprises was 
with the Chief Minister. The 
new Minority Welfare Minister 

was also allotted room number 
15 for the minister's chambers 
in the ground floor of  the state 
Secretariat.

Leaders said that Azharud-
din was not happy with the 
allocation of non- focal depart-
ments. The CM assured his new 
cabinet colleague of  allotting 
good departments only after  
the Jubilee Hills by-election.

Azhar unhappy over portfolio allocation

HC disposes of Sridhar 
Babu’s criminal petition

Legal Correspondent  
Hyderabad

THE Telangana High Court single bench 
of Justice Anil Kumar Jukanti on Tuesday 
disposed of the criminal petition filed by 
Minister Duddilla Sridhar Babu, seeking 
to quash a criminal case registered against 
him and over 300 others in 2017.

The case, registered as FIR 162/2017 
at Basantnagar police station, Peddapalli 
district, pertained to alleged offences un-
der Sections 147, 353, 427 read with 149 
of the IPC. The charges stemmed from an 
incident during a public hearing on the 
“Kaleshwaram Irrigation Project” held at 
Reddy Functional Hall, Raghavapuram, 
Peddapalli, where the accused allegedly 
created obstacles for officials on duty.

According to the complaint, Srid-
har Babu and others, including Harkare 
Venugopal Rao, Kotha Srinivas, Kranthi, 
Polu Shiva, Uppath Srinivas, raised slo-
gans against the then Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekar Rao, threw chairs, and 
disrupted proceedings during the hear-
ing.

Public Prosecutor Palle Nageshwar Rao 
informed the court that a chargesheet 
had been filed in the lower court under 
Section 186 IPC; the petitioner, who was 
named A-1, had already been acquitted. 
Considering the submission that the case 
against the petitioner was closed in the 
lower court, Justice Jukanti disposed of 
the petition.

The disposal of the petition effectively 
brings an end to the long-pending case 
that originated from the hearing protests 
over the Kaleshwaram project.
Court closes BL Santosh’s criminal 
petition in BRS MLAs poaching case

The HC on Tuesday closed the criminal 
petition filed by BJP general secretary BL 
Santosh, and two others seeking quash of 

a Special Investigation Team (SIT) notice 
issued under Section 41 A of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure in crime 455/2022 of 
Moinabad police station.

The single judge bench of Justice Ju-
kanti Anil Kumar observed that since 
the investigation into the alleged BRS 
MLAs poaching case has already been 
transferred to the CBI, the petition stands 
closed.

The case stems from allegations that 
BJP leaders attempted to poach BRS legis-
lators in 2022. The BRS government sub-
sequently constituted a SIT to probe the 
issue and summoned several individuals, 
including Santosh. Despite being served 
notice--dated November 23-- he had not 
appeared before the team, but secured in-
terim orders from the HC restraining his 
arrest.

Meanwhile, another writ had been filed 
by Gujjala Premender Reddy, BJP general 
secretary from Hanumakonda, seeking 
transfer of the investigation to CBI.

PP Rao told the court that the case had 
already been handed over to the central 
agency and that the SIT notice to Santosh 
was under stay.

Taking note of the submissions, Justice 
Kumar closed the petition. Earlier, on No-
vember 25, Justice K. Surender had stayed 
the SIT notice to Santosh; on December 
26, Justice B Vijaysen Reddy directed the 
CBI to investigate the case registered by 
the Moinabad police. 

Ray of Sunshine Foundation to 
aid cancer patients, athletes

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

A new social service organisa-
tion, Ray of Sunshine Foun-
dation (ROSF), dedicated to 
promoting humanity, help 
and hope, has been launched in 
Hyderabad. Founded by Srikanth 
Taduri and Johanna Samuel Hull in Oc-
tober 2025, the foundation aims to bring 
positive change through three focus areas 
— cancer support and CPR awareness 
and assistance to financially struggling 
athletes.

Speaking at the launch event held 
at their office in Kapra, Sainikpu-

ri, the founders said the foun-
dation’s mission is to “light up 
lives like sunshine” by provid-
ing financial aid, encourage-
ment and emotional support to 

cancer patients. 
ROSF will also conduct Cardio 

Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) training 
programmes across the country to equip 
people with lifesaving emergency skills. 
Additionally, the foundation will support 
underprivileged athletes by funding race 
fees, jerseys and essential gear.

Envoys meet at 
Kazakhstan Investment 

Roundtable
Vishal Jhajharia (left), Honorary 
Consul of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan in Kolkata, and 
Dr Nawab Mir Nasir Ali Khan 
(right), Honorary Consul of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan in 
Hyderabad for Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh, meet YK Sailas 
Thangal (centre), Ambassador 
of India to the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, at the Embassy 
of India in Astana during the 
Kazakhstan Global Investment 
Roundtable on Tuesday.

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

TELANGANA Rashtriya Lok Dal (TRLD) 
President and former MLC Kapilavai 
Dileep Kumar on Tuesday demanded 
the immediate suspension of cricketer-
turned-politician Mohd Azharuddin’s ap-
pointment as a minister in the Telangana 
Cabinet, calling it “unconstitutional” and 
a violation of the Election Commission’s 
code of conduct. 

Addressing a press conference at So-
majiguda Press Club, he alleged that the 
move aims to influence around 1.2 lakh 
Muslim voters in the Jubilee Hills con-
stituency, where a by-election is under-
way. He urged the Governor of Telangana, 

the Chief Election Commissioner, and 
the Chief Electoral Officer to suspend 
Azharuddin’s appointment and restrict 
his movement in the constituency until 
polling concludes.

Dileep Kumar also announced the 
launch of the second phase of the Saama-
jika Chaitanya Rath Yatra from Karim-
nagar on November 13, covering several 
northern districts before concluding in 
Adilabad on November 17. 

The yatra seeks to unite SC, ST and BC 
communities for greater political empow-
erment. TRLD National Women’s Presi-
dent K  Indira expressed condolences to 
road accident victims in Chevella and 
demanded  Rs 25 lakh compensation for 
bereaved families.

TRLD terms Azharuddin’s induction 
into cabinet unconstitutional


