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DEPUTY Chief Minister Pawan 
Kalyan said Andhra Pradesh is using 
artificial intelligence to protect both 
people and wildlife, calling it a new 
step toward sustainable coexistence. 
He stated that the state is “showing 
the way from elephants to artificial 
intelligence” in minimising human–

wildlife conflict.
In a social media post, Pawan 

Kalyan explained that an AI-based 
monitoring system has been intro-
duced on a pilot basis in Chittoor 
district to track elephant movement 
near forest-bordering villages. 

Powered by solar energy, the 
system detects elephant activity and 
generates mild deterrent signals 
to guide the animals back into the 
forest. The mechanism also alerts 
forest department officials in real 
time, allowing immediate response 
to potential threats. He recalled that 
four trained ‘Kunki’ elephants were 
earlier brought from Karnataka to 
assist in driving away wild herds 
safely. The Kunki teams, he said, 

have already succeeded in diverting 
elephants that entered human settle-
ments on several occasions. Pawan 
said that the latest system combines 
artificial intelligence with machine 
learning to continuously monitor 
sensitive zones within a range of 60 
to 120 metre. The initiative aims to 
prevent crop damage, reduce eco-
nomic losses, and enhance commu-
nity safety while ensuring ecological 
balance.

He added that under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu, Andhra Pradesh is 
advancing toward sustainable devel-
opment goals through technology-
driven wildlife protection.
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TENSION prevailed in 
Bhupal Housing Colony near 
Mangalam on the outskirts 
of Tirupati after a leopard 
strayed into the neighbour-
hood early Monday and 
mauled a pet dog to death, 
sending shock waves among 
the residents.

The distressing incident 
came to light when the own-
ers of the house found their 
dog missing at daybreak. On 
checking the CCTV footage, 
they were startled to see a 
leopard dragging the animal 
away after attacking it in front 
of the house. The footage 
confirmed that the big cat had 
entered the colony from the 
nearby forest fringes during 
the pre-dawn hours.

Alerted by the residents, 
forest department person-
nel rushed to the spot and 
launched a search operation. 
Officials later confirmed that 

they had found pugmarks 
and traces suggesting the 
leopard’s movement from the 
Mangalam forest belt into the 
residential area. Authorities 
have since installed camera 
traps at several vulnerable 
locations to monitor the 
animal’s path and are prepared 
to deploy cages if the leopard 
continues to frequent the area. 
“Our teams are on constant 
patrol, and measures are in 
place to prevent any danger 
to residents,” forest officials 
assured. Residents have been 
cautioned to stay indoors at 
night and to avoid leaving 
pets or cattle outside. The 
incident has reignited fears 
in the temple city, which has 
witnessed a series of leopard 
sightings in recent months 
— particularly around SV 
University and adjoining 
localities — highlighting the 
growing challenge of hu-
man–wildlife encounters near 
forested zones surrounding 
Tirupati.

Panic in Tirupati suburb as 
leopard kills pet dog 

After being alerted by residents of Bhupal colony, forest dept 
personnel rush to the spot and launch a search operation
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ANDHRA Pradesh 
Southern Power Distribu-
tion Company Limited 
Chairman and Manag-
ing Director (CMD) 
Sivasankar Lotheti con-
ducted the first session 
of ‘Dial Your CMD’ pro-
gramme at the corporate 
office here on Monday. 

APSPDCL has 
launched the new ini-
tiative to ensure speedy 
resolution of power-relat-
ed issues.

During the session, 87 
consumers from Tirupati, 
Chittoor, Nellore, Kadapa, 
Annamayya, Kurnool, 
Nandyal, Anantapur, and 
Sri Sathya Sai districts 
shared their power-related 
problems directly with 
the CMD. Issues included 
delays in providing agri-
cultural power connec-
tions, relocation of lines 
passing over houses and 
school grounds, replace-
ment of burnt or stolen 
transformers, low voltage, 
line or pole shifting, 
meter replacement, and 
tree branches touching 
power lines.

The CMD said the 
purpose of the pro-
gramme is to directly 
understand and address 
consumer grievances. 
He assured that all issues 
would be resolved quickly, 
considering local techni-
cal aspects. To make the 
process more effective, 
APSPDCL appointed 

senior officers including 
Chief General Managers 
or General Manager as 
nodal officers for each of 
the nine districts. These 
officers will coordinate 
with local officials and 
monitor the issues until 
they are resolved. He 
added that the initiative 
would help improve the 
performance of staff from 
linemen (JLMs) to Su-
perintending Engineers, 
ensuring faster service to 
consumers. 

CMD Lotheti also 
warned that strict action 
would be taken against 
any employees showing 
negligence in handling 
complaints. Consumers 
can also register their 
complaints through the 
department’s toll-free 
numbers 1912 or 1800 
425 155333, or by sending 
WhatsApp messages to 
91333 31912.

Directors Ayub Khan 
(Projects & IT), Gura-
vaiah (Technical & HRD), 
Rammohan Rao (Finance 
- FAC), Chief General 
Managers Janakiram, Ra-
mana Devi, Adiseshaiah, 
Umapati, Murali Kumar 
were present.

APSPDCL CMD Sivasankar 

Lotheti participating in ‘Dial 
Your CMD’ programme in 
Tirupati on Monday

All issues would be resolved 

quickly: CMD Lotheti
First session of APSPDCL ‘Dial Your CMD’ programme held

5-DAY STEM TRAINING 
BEGINS AT SPMVV

TIRUPATI: A five-day training pro-
gramme, ‘STEM training programme 
with simulation and practical demon-
stration for school students’ began on 
Monday under the auspices of Women 
Biotech Incubation Facility (WBIF), 
Sri Padmavati Mahila Visvavidyalay-
am (SPMVV), as part of PM-USHA 
(MERU) Activity–31.

Addressing the inaugural session, 
Dean, School of Social Sciences Prof C 
Vani highlighted the objectives of PM-
USHA MERU initiative and under-
lined the importance of STEM-based 
education, scientific skill development, 
and fostering a research-oriented 
mindset among students. She urged 
participants to make effective use of 
technology in their learning process. 
PM-USHA (MERU) committee mem-
bers, Prof M Vidyavathi (IPT) and Dr 
Shobharani Tunga (C&J), spoke about 
the vast opportunities in STEM fields 
and the value of practical learning. 
Students received hands-on demon-
strations on laboratory safety, simula-
tion-based STEM concepts, spectro-
photometry, microvolume analysis, 
centrifugation, rotavapor operation, 
and basic chemistry experiments.
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YSRCP ST Cell State joint sec-
retary B Gopal of Venkatacha-
lam mandal was allegedly 
attacked by some unidentified 
persons around 11.30 pm on 
Sunday. 

According to sources, some 
unidentified persons, alleged 
to be TDP activists, attacked 
Gopal at his residence in Ven-
katachalam mandal headquar-
ters and cut his throat with 
a knife. Later, they fled from 
there leaving the victim with 
severe injuries. 

Locals immediately shifted 
him to a private hospital in 

Nellore city, where his condi-
tion was stated to be out of 
danger. 

Former Minister Kakani 
Govardhan Reddy visited the 
hospital and enquired the doc-
tor over the health condition 
of Gopal and appealed the 
medical staff to provide better 
treatment.

Later speaking to reporters, 
Kakani alleged that unable 
to digest the activities taken 
up by YSRCP leader Gopal 
against the government, local 
TDP functionaries hatched a 
conspiracy to murder him. 

Venkatachalam police 
registered a case and are 
investigating.

Former Minister Kakani Govardhan Reddy visiting YSRCP leader 
B Gopal at a private hospital in Nellore on Monday 

YSRCP leader attacked

Sri Vanamamali Jeeyar Swamy of Sri Vanamamali Mutt, 
Nanguneri, offering prayers to Lord Venkateswara Swamy 
in Tirumala on Monday. TTD EO Anil Kumar Singhal, 
temple Deputy EO Lokanadham, Peishkars Ramakrishna, 
Munirathanam, Parpatheyadar Himathgiri, priests and 
others are also present.

Vanamamalai Mutt Jeer offers prayers


