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Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

THE state government ap-
proved the establishment of 
a Private Mega Industrial 
Park by JSW Aluminium Ltd 
(now renamed JSW Indus-
trial Park Ltd.) in Vizianaga-
ram district, with an invest-
ment of Rs 531.36 crore and 
an employment potential of 
45,000 persons.

The industries and com-
merce department issued 
orders on Tuesday, granting 
JSW permission to change 

its line of activity from an 
aluminium refinery complex 
to a multi-sector MSME and 
industrial park on the al-
ready allocated 985.7 acre 
land. The total project will 
now cover 1,166.43 acre 
across Musidipalli, Cheedi-
palem, Chinakhandeapalli, 
MB Vara, and Kiltampalem 
villages of Shrungavarapu-
kota Mandal in Vizianaga-
ram district.

The government has also 
approved the change of 
name from JSW Aluminium 
Ltd. to JSW Industrial Park 

Ltd., and extended eligibility 
for incentives under the In-
dustrial Development Policy 
(IDP) 2023–27.

JSW Industrial Park Ltd 
sought facilities under the 
AP Private Parks Policy 
(4.0), 2024–29, including 

road and water connectivity, 
two 25 MW substations, re-
moval of 273.74 acres from 
Section 22A for land allot-
ment, royalty exemptions on 
site materials, water at Rs 25 
per KL for 25 years, 50 per 
cent CAPEX reimbursement 

for CETP and STP, and sub-
sidies for green energy and 
rainwater harvesting sys-
tems.

These proposals were re-
viewed by the State Invest-
ment Promotion Committee 
(SIPC) on October 7, 2025, 
and subsequently approved 
by the State Investment Pro-
motion Board (SIPB) at its 
meeting on October 8, 2025.

The government approved 
a Rs 3 lakh per acre capital 
subsidy for JSW Industrial 
Park, along with full exemp-
tions on land conversion 
and related fees.

 APIIC will manage infra-
structure, water allocation, 
and project publicity, while 
GVMC provides interim wa-
ter and the revenue depart-
ment clears 273.74 acres for 
allotment.

 The project is expected 
to boost industrialization 
in North Andhra, attracting 
MSMEs and large units to 
Vizianagaram.

`531 cr JSW industrial park 
to come up at Vizianagaram

• Govt approved JSW’s shift from an aluminium 

refinery complex to a MSME and industrial park 
across 1,166.43 acres

• SW Industrial Park Ltd is expected to create 
45,000 jobs 

• State approvals include Rs 3 lakh per acre 
subsidy, land conversion exemptions, and 
infrastructure support, aiming to boost 
industrialisation in north Andhra

Hans News Service 
Mangalagiri

DEPUTY Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan said that Palle 
Panduga 2.0 should be de-
signed to sustain and build 
upon the success of the ear-
lier phase of Palle Panduga, 
ensuring a complete trans-
formation of the state’s rural 
landscape.

Chairing a review meet-

ing with senior officials of the 
panchayat raj and rural de-
velopment at his camp office 
on Tuesday, the Deputy CM 
reviewed preparations for the 
soon-to-be-launched Palle 
Panduga 2.0 initiative.

He directed officials to 
prepare comprehensive plans 
aimed at promoting urban-
level infrastructure and fa-
cilities in villages. The review 
covered key focus areas such 

as road development, new 
road construction, repair 
works, establishment of cat-
tle shelters (Goshalas), and 
the creation of magic drains 
for improved sanitation. Sen-
ior officials including special 
chief secretary of Panchayati 
Raj and Rural Development, 
Shashi Bhushan Kumar, 
Commissioner Krishnateja, 
OSD Venkatakrishna, chief 
engineer (panchayat raj) Balu 
Nayak, and other senior of-
ficials participated in the re-
view meeting. Deputy CM 
reiterated that Palle Panduga 
2.0 should serve as a catalyst 
for a vibrant and self-reliant 
rural Andhra Pradesh, setting 
a benchmark for holistic rural 
development.

Palle Panduga 2.0 to change  
rural landscape: Pawan  

• Deputy CM urges officials to design Palle Panduga 
2.0 to build on the success of its earlier phase and 
transform the state’s rural landscape 

• The review meet emphasised comprehensive plans 
for urban-level infrastructure in villages, focusing 
on roads, cattle shelters, and improved sanitation 
through magic drains

Hans News Service 
Guntur 

STREAMLINING the dis-
tribution of urea for the up-
coming rabi season will be 
the top priority for the ag-
riculture department, said 
newly-appointed director 
of agriculture, Dr Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon, after taking 
charge at the directorate of 
agriculture office in Man-
galagiri on Tuesday.

Soon after taking charge, 
Dr Samoon held a compre-
hensive review meeting with 
additional directors, joint 
directors, and section heads 
to assess crop conditions, 
input availability — espe-
cially urea — and the status 
of ongoing Central and state 
agricultural schemes. He 
directed officials to prepare 
an action plan to ensure 
smooth and transparent 
urea distribution, prevent-

ing the bottlenecks experi-
enced during the previous 
season.

Dr Samoon reviewed the 
software system for urea 
distribution and instructed 
that real-time monitoring of 
fertilizer stocks through the 
IFMS system be strictly im-
plemented. He emphasised 

that Rythu Seva Kendras 
(RSKs) would play a key role 
in fertilizer supply, directing 
officials to verify login ac-
cess, biometric devices, and 
operational readiness well 
before the Rabi season.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the Digital Agri-
culture Platform and the 

implementation of applica-
tions like D-Krishi, e-Panta, 
AGILE, AP-AIMS 2.0, and 
APPS. 

Dr Samoon stressed the 
need to adopt precision 
farming and drone-based 
spraying of nano-fertilizers 
and pesticides in selected 
pilot areas.

He underscored the im-
portance of accurate crop 
area and yield data, direct-
ing that crop-cutting ex-
periments under the Crop 
Insurance Scheme be con-
ducted as per schedule. He 
also called for proactive 
measures to strengthen 
Farmer Producer Organi-
sations (FPOs) and ensure 
that farmers face no incon-
venience during procure-
ment operations.

Officers from various 
wings of the department 
congratulated Dr. Samoon 
on assuming charge.

Streamline urea distribution in 
rabi top priority: Agri director

• Manazir Jeelani Samoon, newly appointed director 
of agriculture, calls for smooth and transparent urea 
distribution for the upcoming rabi season  

• Directs officials to enhance real-time monitoring 
of fertiliser stocks via the IFMS system and ensure 
RSKs are fully operational with verified access and 
biometric devices 

• The director stresses adopting digital agriculture 
tools, precision farming, drone-based nano-fertiliser 
spraying, and strengthening FPOs to support farmers 
and improve data accuracy

Director of agriculture Dr Manzir Jeelani Samoon addressing 
a meeting of additional directors, joint directors, and section 
heads at his office in Mangalagiri on Tuesday

Hans News Service 
Guntur 

THE state government is set 
to roll out 190 new 108 emer-
gency ambulances across the 
state. This initiative will en-
sure that victims of road acci-
dents and other emergencies 
are shifted to hospitals much 
faster than before.

According to the tender 
guidelines issued by the gov-
ernment, the new ambulances 
have been fully prepared and 
will soon be flagged off by 
Chief Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu and health minister 
Y Satya Kumar Yadav.

The old, poorly maintained 
ambulances which frequently 
broke down and required re-
peated repairs will be replaced 
with these new vehicles. As a 
result, patients will receive 
medical attention within the 
crucial ‘Golden Hour’, Satya 
Kumar Yadav said in an of-
ficial statement. Unlike in 
the past, the new ambulances 
have been painted in colors 
specified under the ‘National 
Ambulance Code’. During the 
previous YSRCP regime, the 
maintenance of 108 emergen-
cy ambulances deteriorated 
severely. 

After the coalition gov-

ernment assumed power, it 
awarded the 108 ambulance 
maintenance contract in April 
this year to Bhavya Health 
Services Pvt. Ltd., selected 
through a transparent tender 
process.

As per government regu-
lations, the company spent 
about Rs.27 lakh per ambu-
lance. The new fleet includes 
56 advanced life support and 
134 basic life support ambu-
lances. The ALS ambulances 
are equipped with two ven-
tilators and other critical 
medical devices, enabling the 
treatment of severely injured 
patients during transit.

The system is designed to 
ensure that emergency calls 
lead to hospital transfers 
within an hour, known as the 
‘Golden Hour’.

At present, 650 ambulances 
are operating across A.P.. 
With the addition of new 
vehicles and the removal of 
outdated ones, the total op-
erational fleet will now reach 
731 ambulances.

Following the Central gov-
ernment’s national ambulance 
code, the new fleet adopts a 
white and red colour scheme, 
which is now mandatory for 
all 108 emergency ambulanc-
es across the country.

190 new 108 ambulances to replace old ones
Ambulance colours changed as per National Ambulance Code 

Hans News Service  
Vijayawada

THE state government 
has decided to re-register 
2,180 acre land under the 
Kakinada Special Economic 
Zone (SEZ) without charg-
ing stamp and registration 
duties, benefiting over 1,550 
farmers in the Tondangi and 
Uppada Kothapalli mandals 
along the Kakinada coast.

Deputy Chief Minister 
K Pawan Kalyan, who had 
promised during the last 
election to return the SEZ 
lands to farmers, took the 

initiative to resolve this 
long-standing issue. He held 
discussions with Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu, 
following which the govern-
ment approved the waiver of 
registration fees and stamp 
duty. “This move ensures 
that farmers regain their 
lands without any financial 
burden, fulfilling the prom-
ises made during the elec-
tion,” officials said. 

The re-registration pro-
cess will formalize land 
ownership, giving legal clar-
ity and long-term security to 
the affected farmers.

Govt to re-register 2,180 
acres under Kakinada 

SEZ to farmers

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

PROHIBITION and excise 
minister Kollu Ravindra con-
ducted a surprise inspection 
at a wine shop located on 
Sambamurthy Road here on 
Tuesday. He was accompa-
nied by excise commissioner 
Ch Sridhar. During the visit, 
the minister verified liquor 
brands using the AP Excise 

Suraksha app, which enables 
consumers to check whether 
a liquor brand is genuine or 
spurious. After completing 
the inspection, he held a re-
view meeting with all excise 
officials and staff through 
video conference.

Speaking to the media 
later, Ravindra accused YS-
RCP leaders of attempting to 
defame the government by 
spreading false propaganda. 
He alleged that during the 

previous YSRCP regime, 
several people had lost their 
lives due to the circulation of 
fake liquor. To prevent such 
incidents, the NDA coalition 
government introduced a new 
Liquor Policy and allotted 
wine shops in a transparent 

manner, he said.
The minister said that one 

of the accused in the fake liq-
uor scam, Janardhana Rao, 
had exposed the conspiracy 
behind the racket. Ravin-
dra further criticised YSRCP 
leaders for linking unrelated 

deaths to liquor cases, citing 
an example where a man who 
died of dehydration in Nellore 
was falsely associated with liq-
uor consumption.

He assured that the govern-
ment would probe every case 
thoroughly and take stern ac-
tion against those involved, ir-
respective of their political or 
social background. Ravindra 
also warned wine shop own-
ers against running unauthor-
ized belt shops, cautioning 
that strict action would be 
taken against violators.

He urged consumers to 
buy liquor only from author-
ized outlets and to report any 
suspicious activity to excise 
officials. The Minister made 
it clear that those trying to 
politicize the fake liquor issue 
would not be spared.

Excise minister inspects wine shop, verifies brands 
• Ravindra verifies liquor authenticity and later holds a video 

conference with excise officials 
• Accuses YSRCP leaders of spreading false propaganda, citing 

past incidents of fake liquor deaths under their rule, and 
highlights the NDA govt’s transparent liquor policy reforms 

• Warns against unauthorised belt shops, urges consumers to 
report suspicious activity, and vowed strict action against 
violators and those politicizing liquor-related issues

Excise minister Kollu Ravindra verifying a liquor brand using the 
AP Excise Suraksha app at a wine shop in Vijayawada on Tuesday

Pradeep Vennelakanti 
Tirumala 

THE Crime Investigation De-
partment (CID) has reopened 
the high-profile Parakamani 
theft case at the Srivari temple 
in Tirumala, following stern 
criticism from the AP High 
Court over the prolonged in-
action on its earlier directives.

A special CID team head-
ed by director general Ravi 
Shankar Ayyanar visited the 
temple’s Parakamani (the 
counting centre for devotees’ 
offerings) on Tuesday and be-
gan a fresh round of evidence 
collection. Investigators seized 
crucial documents, includ-
ing files from the Tirumala I 
Town police station, Lok Ada-
lat records, and resolutions 
passed by the Tirumala Tiru-
pati Devasthanams (TTD) 
board concerning the theft.

Briefing the media, Ayya-
nar said the CID was acting 
strictly in accordance with the 
High Court’s orders. “We have 
taken custody of all related 
documents, CCTV footage, 
and TTD board resolutions. 
The collected material will be 
presented to the High Court 
in a sealed cover,” he stated.

The intensified inquiry 
comes after the court, led by 
Justice Gannamaneni Ram-
akrishna Prasad, expressed 
dissatisfaction with the de-
lay in implementing its Sep-

tember 16 order. The bench 
questioned why the CID had 
waited until October 8 to seek 
a modification of the directive 
instead of acting promptly.

The case first surfaced in 
March 2023 when an employ-
ee of Jeeyar Mutt, C Ravi Ku-
mar, was caught stealing about 
$ 920 from the Parakamani. 
However, later CCTV footage 
uncovered that the theft was 
much larger, allegedly involv-
ing foreign currency worth 
over 11,300 dollars hidden in 
his clothing during a separate 
incident in April 2023.

Initially, the case was closed 
following a Lok Adalat set-
tlement in September 2023, 
under which Ravi Kumar re-
portedly agreed to surrender 
seven of his properties, valued 
at approximately Rs 40 crore, 
to the TTD. 

The board accepted the set-
tlement and dropped the case, 
but a public petitioner chal-
lenged this move in the High 
Court, alleging that the com-
promise was irregular and 

that a full investigation had 
been bypassed.

Responding to the court’s 
directions, the CID has now 
seized all case-related materi-
als, including those from the 
Lok Adalat. The agency had 
earlier also requested per-
mission for a senior officer to 
oversee the seizure process, 
citing the absence of an In-
spector General in the depart-
ment. Meanwhile, TTD Trust 
Board member and BJP leader 
G Bhanu Prakash Reddy met 
Ayyanar on Tuesday and sub-
mitted documents and CCTV 
clips that he said could shed 
more light on the theft. He 
urged the CID to carry out 
an impartial investigation and 
ensure accountability at all 
levels.

“We have faith in the police 
and the judicial system. Those 
involved in looting Lord Ven-
kateswara’s wealth, whether 
they planned it or benefited 
from it, will soon face justice. 
This will be a victory for the 
devotees, Bhanu Prakash said.

TTD board members al-
lege that Ravi Kumar may 
have misappropriated foreign 
currency over a prolonged 
period, amassing properties 
worth more than Rs 100 crore. 
The CID has taken charge of 
all pertinent evidence and is 
expected to present a com-
prehensive report to the High 
Court soon.

Parakamani theft case back 
under scanner as CID steps in
CID officials seize crucial records in delayed probe following High Court rebuke

CID DGP Ravi Shankar 
Ayyannar speaking to the 
media at police guest house 
in Tirumala on Tuesday

New Delhi

THE upcoming 1-GW hyperscale Google 
Data Centre in Visakhapatnam is expected 
to generate approximately Rs 10,000 crore 
in revenue for Andhra Pradesh, Union 
minister of state for communications Pem-
masani Chandrasekhar said on Tuesday. 

Describing the project as a defining mile-
stone in Swarandhra Pradesh’s journey of 
progress and self-reliance, the Union min-
ister said that the investment of approxi-
mately 15 billion US dollars over five years 

(2026-2030) will create 5,000–6,000 direct 
jobs and 20,000–30,000 total jobs in the 
state, while bringing essential manpower, 
infrastructure, power, and cooling facilities 
to Visakhapatnam, generating a significant 
multiplier effect on the state’s economy.

 The minister was interacting with the 
media after the announcement about setting 
up the artificial intelligence (AI) hub in Vi-
sakhapatnam, during the Bharat AI Shakti 
event held in New Delhi. The project will in-
clude India’s first gigawatt-scale data centre 
and Google’s first AI hub in India.

Google hub will generate `10,000 cr for AP: Pemmasani


