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THE strike by NTR Vaidya 
Seva Network Hospitals, 
under the aegis of Andhra 
Pradesh Speciality Hospi-
tals Association (ASHA), 
entered its fifth day as of 
Tuesday. Started on October 
10, the strike has brought 
all services under the NTR 
Vaidya Seva scheme in 
private network hospitals 
across the state to a halt.

ASHA cited pending dues 
of approximately Rs 2,700 
crore owed by the NTR 
Vaidya Seva Trust to net-
work hospitals. Of the sub-
mitted bills, about Rs 650 
crore have already been ap-
proved by the Trust’s CEO. 
The association’s key de-

mands include the immedi-
ate release of the approved 
dues and a clear policy on 
the settlement of remaining 
payments. Despite repeated 
appeals, the state govern-
ment has yet to respond.

The strike has severely 
affected healthcare access. 
Normally, 6,000 to 8,000 
cases are registered daily 
under the scheme. Due to 
the suspension of services 
in network hospitals, only 
about 2,000 cases are cur-
rently being registered, 
meaning roughly 80 per 
cent of the population is 
temporarily deprived of 
government medical aid. At 
present, NTR Vaidya Seva 
services are available only 
in government hospitals and 
medical colleges, explaining 

the drastic drop in case reg-
istrations.

ASHA said that the pro-
test has been peaceful, and 
critical patients continue 
to be referred to govern-
ment facilities free of cost 
to prevent life-threatening 
situations. However, the as-
sociation warned that if the 
government continues to 
remain unresponsive, the 
agitation will be intensified, 

with private medical col-
leges soon joining the strike.

Strike data shows a sharp 
decline in pre-authorisation 
requests, with counts drop-
ping from 34,676 before the 
strike to 18,040 after, a 48 
per cent overall reduction, 
highlighting the significant 
disruption in public health-
care services caused by the 
ongoing protest.

NTR VAIDYA SEVA 

NETWORK HOSPITALS’ 
STRIKE ENTERS FIFTH DAY
• Strike, ongoing since Oct 10, halts services in private 

hospitals due to Rs 2,700 cr in pending dues, with Rs 

650 cr approved but unpaid 

• The strike reduces daily case registrations from 

6,000–8,000 to about 2,000, limiting healthcare 

access to govt hospitals and medical colleges, 

affecting 80% of beneficiaries

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

THE Central government on 
Tuesday notified the transfer 
of three judges to the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court.

Justice Donadi Ramesh 
will move from the Alla-

habad High Court to Andhra 
Pradesh. Justice Subhendu 
Samanta has been transferred 
from the Calcutta High 
Court, while Justice Cheekati 
Manavendranath Roy will 
join from the Gujarat High 
Court.

Justice Cheekati Manav-
endranath Roy, a native of 
Parvathipuram, Vizianaga-
ram district, was born on 
May 21, 1964. He studied 
law at MVP Law College, 
Visakhapatnam, and prac-
ticed as an advocate in Par-
vathipuram from 1988 to 
2002. Selected as District 
Sessions Judge (Grade-2) 
in 2002, he served in vari-
ous judicial roles across the 
united AP and as Registrar 
General of the High Court 
from July 2015 to Decem-
ber 2018.

 He was promoted to 
High Court judge on June 
12, 2019, becoming the 
first judge appointed after 
the AP High Court’s es-
tablishment in Amaravati, 
before being transferred to 

the Gujarat High Court on 
November 2, 2023.

Justice Donadi Ramesh, 
from Kammapalli, Madana-
palle, Chittoor district, was 
born on June 27, 1965, and 
studied law at VR Law Col-
lege, Nellore. He enrolled as 
an advocate in 1990, served 
as government advocate 
in the united High Court 
(2000–04), and as standing 
counsel for AP Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan in 2007. He became 
an AP High Court judge 
on January 13, 2020, before 
transferring to the Allahabad 
High Court on July 24, 2023.

Justice Subhendu Samanta, 
born on November 25, 1971, 
studied law at Hazra Cam-
pus, Kolkata University. He 
began practice at Tamluk 
District Court, served as a 
judicial officer and additional 
district and sessions judge in 
West Midnapore, and later 
as Chief Judge of Kolkata 
City Sessions Court. He took 
charge as an additional judge 
of the Calcutta High Court 
on May 18, 2022.

Three judges transferred 
to AP High Court

The new judges are from Allahabad, Calcutta and Gujarat High Courts 
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THE Andhra Pradesh Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) which is probing the liquor scam 
conducted searches on Tuesday at the premises 
of YSRCP floor leader in Lok Sabha, Peddired-
dy Midhun Reddy. 

SIT officials conducted searches at the hous-
es of the Rajampet MP in Hyderabad, Tirupati 
and Bengaluru.

In Hyderabad, the SIT searched the houses 
of YSRCP MP in Prashasan Nagar and Gayatri 
Hills, Yousufguda. His office in the Kondapur 
area was also searched by the SIT officials.

Midhun Reddy is one of the accused in the 
Rs 3,200 crore liquor scam, which allegedly oc-
curred during the YSRCP rule. The Rajampet 
MP, who was arrested on July 19, was released 
on bail on September 30.

After his release, Midhun Reddy alleged that 
he was treated like a terrorist in jail.

He accused the coalition government of re-
sorting to diversionary politics by filing fabri-
cated cases against YSRCP leaders. He stated 
that the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) always 
used such tactics whenever it came to power.

He stated that the attempts by the coalition 
government to frighten opponents by filing 
false cases are an act of foolishness.

After the TDP-led NDA came to power last 
year, a case was registered at the CID Police 
Station in Mangalagiri under sections 409, 420, 
120 (B), r/w 34 and 37 of IPC and section 7, 
7A, 8, 12, 13 (1), (b), 13 (2) of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act 1988.

The Crime Investigation Department (CID) 
initially conducted an investigation following a 
complaint by an official of the Excise Depart-
ment. Later, the government constituted SIT, 
headed by NTR district commissioner of police 
S V Rajashekhar Babu, to probe the case.

The SIT found large-scale irregularities and 
fund misappropriation in the liquor policy im-
plemented during 2019-24.

Investigators reportedly uncovered a kick-
back network involving nearly Rs 3,500 crore 
siphoned off over five years.

There are allegations that the YSRCP leaders 
encouraged the new liquor policy, floated new 
brands, received kickbacks from the distillery 
companies, causing huge losses to the govern-
ment.

The SIT has named 48 persons in the case, of 
whom 12 have been arrested.

LIQUOR SCAM

SIT carries out searches at places 
linked to MP Midhun Reddy

• Conducted searches at several 

properties linked to Peddireddy 

Midhun Reddy in Hyderabad, 

Tirupati and Bengaluru as part of its 

probe into the alleged Rs 3,200 cr 

liquor scam 

• Midhun Reddy, arrested in July and 

released on bail in Sept, claims 

the case is politically motivated, 

accusing the ruling coalition of 

fabricating charges to target YSRCP 

leaders.  

• The SIT investigation uncovers 

widespread irregularities in the 

2019–24 liquor policy, alleging 

a Rs 3,500 cr kickback network 

involving 48 individuals, with 12 

already arrested
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GUNTUR district SP 
Vakul Jindal handed 
over 250 recovered cell 
phones to their owners at 
a programme held at the 
DPO here on Tuesday. 
The value of cell phones 
he gave to the owners 
is Rs 50 lakh. Speaking 
on this occasion, he said 
police continue to stand 
by victims by tracing 
and returning lost and 
stolen mobile phones. 
So far, around 3,414 
mobile phones worth 
Rs 6.82 crore have been 
recovered and returned 
to owners. He advised 
the public to immedi-
ately lodge complaints 
on the national cyber 
crime helpline 1930 if 
their phones are lost or 
stolen to prevent misuse. 
He emphasised that as 
financial transactions are 
increasingly conducted 
through mobile phones, 
public awareness about 
cybercrimes is essential. 
He urged citizens to 
report any suspicious or 
threatening calls to 1930.

“Many people face 
serious inconvenience 
when they lose their 
mobile phones or when 
they are stolen, as they 
often contain personal, 
banking, and confiden-
tial information which 
can be misused by 
criminals. Upon receiv-
ing complaints from 
victims, the police use 
advanced technical tools 
to trace the devices and 
return them,” he said. He 
further advised citizens 
that if their phone is lost 
or stolen, they should 
immediately report it 
to the police helpline 
8688831574 or lodge a 
complaint through the 
CEIR website.

250 mobiles 
handed over 

to owners


