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Rohtak/Chandigarh

A Haryana cop in Rohtak has 
allegedly committed suicide, 
accusing the deceased officer, 
Y Puran Kumar, of corrup-
tion, police said on Tuesday. 
The deceased has been iden-
tified as Sandeep Lather, who 
was posted with the cyber cell 
of Rohtak Police.

In his final video, ASI 
Sandeep expressed support to 
former Rohtak SP Narendra 
Bijarnia who was shunted af-
ter the incident. In the video, 
Sandeep said that Bijarnia is 
an honest police officer. Po-
lice sources said that Sandeep 
played a role in the arrest of 
head constable Sushil Kumar, 
an aide of Puran Kumar.

"ASI Sandeep was a very 
hardworking and an honest 
person in our department. 
We received information that 
a body has been found af-
ter which we reached here," 

Rohtak Superintendent of Po-
lice S S Bhoria told reporters 
at the incident site. 

Asked about the video and 
the note, he said, "To say any-
thing at this stage is difficult. 
The forensic team is investi-
gating." In a video recorded 
before his death, Sandeep 
levelled serious allegations 
against Puran Kumar, com-
paring his act to the sacrifices 
made by freedom fighter Bha-
gat Singh. He is heard saying 
that “the country will awaken 
when we sacrifice ourselves 
on the path of truth." Puran 
Kumar’s name had recently 
surfaced in a bribery case.

A liquor contractor in 

Rohtak had accused head 
constable Sushil Kumar of de-
manding a bribe of Rs 2.5 lakh 
in Puran Kumar’s name dur-
ing his posting there, accord-
ing to reports. Sushil Kumar 
was later arrested in connec-
tion with the case.

BIG TWIST IN HARYANA  
IPS OFFICER SUICIDE CASE
Another cop shoots self; accuses dead ADGP of graft

Sandeep Lather and Puran Kumar

Rahul urges swift 
action over IPS 
officer’s death
NEW DELHI: Leader of 
Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on 
Tuesday strongly criti-
cised the delay in action 
on the assurances given 
to the family of late IPS 
officer Y Puran Kumar 
by the Haryana govern-
ment, urging it to allow 
his “final rites to take 
place peacefully, and end 
this drama”.

Haryana DGP 

sent on leave
Chandigarh

THE Haryana govern-
ment on Tuesday sent 
DGP Shatrujeet Kapur on 
leave amid Opposition's 
attack on the BJP dispen-
sation over IPS officer Y 
Puran Kumar's alleged 
suicide, and demand by 
Kumar's family for action 
against the officers ac-
cused of harassing him.
 The late night develop-
ment came days after the 
state government trans-
ferred Narendra Bijarniya, 
the then Rohtak's Superin-
tendent of Police.
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During the meeting, 

Rathnakar apprised the Vice 
President of the various 
humanitarian and spiritual 
activities undertaken by the 
Sri Sathya Sai Central Trust. 

According to Sri Sathya 
Sai Central Trust, Rad-
hakrishnan responded posi-
tively and shared that his 
aunt has been a devotee of 
Sathya Sai Baba since 1966. 
He expressed his aware-
ness of the immense good 
work being carried out and 
deeply appreciated the Sri 
Sathya Sai Central Trust’s ef-
forts in carrying forward his 
teachings and legacy with 

strength and dedication.
Rathnakar was accompa-

nied by Adi Moolam, a long-
standing devotee of Sri Sath-
ya Sai Baba and Managing 
Director of Dinamalar. The 
centenary birth anniversary 
celebrations of Sri Sathya Sai 
Baba are scheduled for No-
vember 22–23.

Elaborate arrangements 
are being made for the cel-
ebrations at Puttaparthi in 
the Sri Sathya Sai District 
of Andhra Pradesh. Putta-
parthi is likely to witness a 
surge of over 10 lakh devo-
tees from all over India and 
abroad, including VIPs and 
VVIPs.

Vice-President to attend 100th birth 
anniversary of Sathya Sai Baba

Continued from P1 
The party is contesting 101 

of the 243 seats as part of the 
National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) and is expected to re-
lease its second list of 30 can-
didates soon. Among the key 
candidates is Deputy Chief 
Minister Samrat Choudhary, 
who currently serves as a 
Member of the Legislative 
Council (MLC). He will con-
test from the Tarapur seat. 
His fellow Deputy CM, Vijay 
Kumar Sinha, has been field-
ed again from his stronghold, 
Lakhisarai. Another notable 
name is Mangal Pandey, also 
an MLC and a minister in the 
NDA government, who will 
contest from Siwan.

The list also includes two 
former MPs: Ram Kripal Ya-
dav, who lost to RJD’s Misa 
Bharti in the last general elec-
tion, will contest from Dan-
apur; and Sunil Kumar Pintu, 
an ex-JD(U) MP from Sita-
marhi who recently rejoined 
the BJP, will contest from the 
same seat.

Other sitting MLAs who 
have been denied tickets in-
clude Arun Kumar Sinha 
(Kumhrar) and Amrendra 
Pratap Singh (Ara). Patna Sa-
hib will now be contested by 
Ratnesh Kushwaha.

The party has fielded nine 
women candidates in this list, 
including prominent names 
like Renu Devi, Gayatri Devi, 

Devanti Yadav, and Rama Ni-
shad. Shooter-turned-politi-
cian Shreyasi Singh has been 
retained from Jamui.

A new entrant, IRS officer 
Sujit Kumar Singh, who re-
signed from civil service just 
a day before the announce-
ment, has been given a ticket 
from Gaura Bauram—replac-
ing his wife, Swarna Singh, 
the sitting MLA.

This announcement comes 
just days after the NDA final-
ised its seat-sharing arrange-
ment: BJP and JD(U) will 
contest 101 seats each, while 
LJP (Ram Vilas) will contest 
29, and HAM (Secular) and 
Rashtriya Lok Morcha will 
fight on six seats each.

BJP drops Speaker, fields 2 Dy CMs in first list
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He underlined the importance of real-

time coordination and surveillance. Senior 
officials including Koya Praveen, DIG (Kur-
nool Range), Ake Ravi Krishna (Eagle Team 
IG), Sunil Sheran (SP Nandyal), Adiraj Singh 
Rana, ASP and Atmakur DSP Ramangi Naik 
accompanied the DGP during the inspection. 
The top brass also assessed preparedness at the 
helipad and temple surroundings.

Meanwhile, the Nandyal SP Sunil Sheoran 
deployed around 1,800 police personnel as 
part of a massive security operation. He con-
ducted a security briefing with officers from 
Additional SP to SI rank and liaising officials. 
The entire area has been divided into 10 se-
curity sectors with senior officers designated 

as sector in-charges. Rooftop teams equipped 
with binoculars have been positioned at key 
junctions, approach roads, and temple sur-
roundings to maintain 24/7 surveillance. All 
vehicles entering Srisailam will be thoroughly 
checked, and the command control centre 
will continuously monitor camera feeds to 
detect any suspicious activity. To manage large 
crowds and prevent any untoward incidents, 
Quick Response Teams, rooftop forces, and 
special parties will be deployed at sensitive 
points. All police personnel will wear duty 
passes and ID cards, and revenue authorities 
will carefully verify access permissions. The 
SP underscored that the security cover for the 
Prime Minister will be uncompromising and 
of the highest standard. 

Security stepped up for 
PM’s visit to Srisailam
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According to an official 

report, 10 to 12 people have 
been confirmed dead al-
though the toll may rise.

The injured passengers 
were rushed to hospitals. 
At least 16 people were re-
ferred to Jodhpur for treat-
ment in a critical condition, 
they said.

The cause of fire was not 
yet ascertained, however, a 
short circuit could probably 
have caused the fire, an of-
ficial said. The police, fire 
brigade sleuths and other 

agencies rushed to the spot 
for rescue work. District 
Collector Pratap Singh was 
supervising the rescue relief 
work. A group of army men 
was also assisting in the res-
cue operations.

Meanwhile, Rajasthan 
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal 
Sharma expressed shock 
over the tragic incident, 
and asked the officials con-
cerned to make all efforts 
to assist the injured. He has 
also proceeded to Jaisalmer 
to take stock of the situa-
tion.

20 killed as moving bus 
catches fire in Jaisalmer
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However, growing differences be-

tween him and the top Naxal leader-
ship in the recent months led to an in-
ternal conflict.

Bhupathi had claimed that the armed 
struggle failed and appealed for a shift 
towards peace and dialogue, citing di-
minishing public support and the loss 
of hundreds of cadres. His stand was 
met with resistance from other senior 
cadres who decided to continue the 
fight under another leader, sources 
said. Under pressure from the central 
Naxal leadership, Bhupathi eventually 
agreed to lay down arms, announced 
his exit from the outfit, and surren-

dered with his followers before the 
Gadchiroli police.

Bhupathi's surrender, along with 60 
Naxals, is considered a major setback 
for the Maoist movement in the state. 
Earlier this year, Bhupathi's wife, Tar-
akka, also surrendered. She was a mem-
ber of the Dandkaranya special zonal 
committee of the outlawed movement.

During an event at the state police 
headquarters on October 3, Maharash-
tra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
stated that the Naxal movement in the 
state was on the verge of ending. "We 
are on the verge of finishing Maoism. 
In Maharashtra, it can be finished any-
time," Fadnavis had said.

Top Maoist leader Mallojula 
surrenders in Maharashtra
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The historic agreement was 

signed in the presence of Chief 
Minister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu, Union Ministers Nir-
mala Sitharaman and Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, and IT Minister Nara 
Lokesh.

The Google’s AI hub will serve 
as the foundation for what Chief 
Minister Naidu described as 
“India’s first AI City”, a massive 
ecosystem integrating cloud in-
frastructure, high speed connec-
tivity, clean energy, and innova-
tion hubs across key sectors such 
as healthcare, education, agri-
culture, manufacturing, and fi-
nance.  The Visakhapatnam hub 
will also be linked via undersea 
cables to Singapore, Malaysia, 
and Australia, strengthening In-
dia’s global digital backbone.

Speaking at the MoU sign-
ing ceremony, Naidu called the 
agreement “a truly historic and 
auspicious day, marking one of 
the biggest technology mile-
stones for Andhra Pradesh and 
India.” “Google’s investment will 
make Visakhapatnam the world’s 
next big digital powerhouse,” he 
said. “This centre will serve as 
the foundation for India’s first 
AI City and the largest AI and 

data hub outside the US. Addi-
tionally, Vizag will host Google’s 
cable landing station, bringing 
the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam alive as India connects 
the world,” he said.

Naidu thanked Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Union 
Ministers Nirmala Sitharaman 
and Aswini Vaishnaw for their 
support, and credited IT Minis-
ter Nara Lokesh for his efforts in 
bringing the project to fruition.

 He revealed that Prime Min-
ister Modi, during discussions, 
expressed interest in organiz-
ing a global AI conference in 
February 2026 in India, fur-
ther positioning the nation as a 
global technology leader. “Our 
goal is to make AI accessible to 
every household,” Naidu said. 
“Through our One Family, One 
Entrepreneur mission, we aim 
to empower people with tools of 
innovation and data-driven gov-
ernance.”

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman described the 
project as a “turning point” for 
India’s digital economy.

 “The establishment of both 
a sea cable landing center and 
a Google data centre in Vi-
sakhapatnam is a major step 

forward. Such visionary projects 
are possible only under dynamic 
leadership at the Centre and in 
Andhra Pradesh,” she said.

Union IT Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said Google’s invest-
ment reflects confidence in In-
dia’s technology policies. “This 
decision will change lives across 
the country.

 Andhra Pradesh’s proactive 
data center policy and tech-first 
governance make it the right 
place for such an investment,” 
he said, adding that India is ex-
panding digital links to South-
east Asia and the Northeast 
through new submarine cable 
systems.

Google Cloud CEO Thomas 
Kurien called Visakhapatnam a 
“rising global connectivity hub”. 
Twelve countries will be con-
nected from Visakhapatnam 
through Google’s sub-sea cable 
system, Kurien said.

 “The center will host our full 
AI stack, including Gemini-AI, 
and serve as a launchpad for In-
dia’s AI innovation. We see Vi-
sakhapatnam as a place that can 
produce world-class AI talent,” 
he added. The Visakhapatnam 
hub will “serve not just India, but 
much of the world,” he added.

AP gets Google’s $15-bn AI infra hub
Continued from P1 

"We are honoured to be building the 
engine to power India's AI revolution, 
providing the tools for our nation's 
brightest minds to solve complex chal-
lenges," said Gautam Adani, Chairman 
of Adani Group, in a post on X.

According to IT Minister Nara Loke-
sh, Andhra Pradesh is aiming to host 6 
GW of data centre capacity by 2029-30. 
Data is the new oil and data centers are 
new refineries, he added. 

Deputy Chief Minister K Pawan 
Kalyan described the project as a monu-
mental leap that will transform the City 
of Destiny into a gateway of India’s AI 
revolution. “Visakhapatnam securing 
the $15 billion Google AI Data Centre 
and India’s first AI City is a monumental 
leap,” he wrote on X. This initiative guar-
antees that the power of AI for All is tru-
ly democratized, impacting the lives of 
our youth, farmers, doctors, fishermen, 
entrepreneurs, women, and students.

Modi hails Google’s Vizag investment
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In his address, Sharif lavished praise on 

President Trump, calling him a “man of 
peace” and renominating him for the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

The Pakistani Prime Minister also thanked 
the US President and his “wonderful team” for 
their intervention in the India-Pakistan con-
flict in May this year.

“Suffice to say, had it not been for this gen-
tleman, who knows, India and Pakistan are 
both nuclear powers. Had he not intervened 
with his wonderful team during those four 
days, the war could’ve escalated to a level 
where no one would’ve lived to tell what hap-
pened,” Sharif said.

In response, Trump jokingly said he didn’t 
expect that from Sharif. “Wow! I didn’t expect 
that. Let’s go home, there’s nothing more I 
have to say. Goodbye everybody. That was re-
ally beautiful and beautifully delivered, thank 
you very much,” he quipped.

The US President then praised India and 
his “very good friend” Prime Minister Modi 
for doing a fantastic job. “I think Pakistan and 
India are going to live very nicely together,” 
Trump said, while looking at Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who responded with 
a chuckle. Prime Minister Modi was also in-
vited to the Summit but chose to skip it and 
deputed Minister of State Kirti Vardhan Singh 
in his place.

Modi ‘good friend’, Munir  
‘favourite field marshal’: TrumpNEW DELHI: India Post will resume all in-

ternational postal services to the US from 
Wednesday. This follows a suspension due to 
new US import regulations. India Post has now 
set up a system to collect customs duties up-
front in India. This ensures faster clearance and 
seamless delivery for shipments to the USA. All 
postal categories are now available for book-
ing. Postal services to the US were suspended 
on August 22 following new regulations an-
nounced by the US government that change 
how goods are shipped into the country. The 
Ministry of Communications said that India 
Post has now established a compliant mecha-
nism for Delivery Duty Paid (DDP) processing 
after extensive system development, coordina-
tion with CBP-approved Qualified Parties, and 
successful operational trials in the Delhi and 
Maharashtra Circles.

India to resume postal 
services to US from today

New Delhi: The Congress on Tues-
day attacked the government over 
US President Donald Trump's praise 
for Pakistan Army Chief Asim Mu-
nir, saying what kind of signal is the 
American leader sending to India, in 
spite of PM Narendra Modi's "des-
perate attempts" to ingratiate himself 
with him. What sort of friendship is 
this between Trump and Modi, the 
opposition party asked, citing in-
stances of Trump's praise for Munir 
and past meetings between the two. 
Congress general secretary in-charge 
communications Jairam Ramesh 

said Prime Minister Modi keeps call-
ing President Trump his good friend 
and to be fair the American leader 
also keeps calling Modi his good 
friend. "But what sort of friendship 
is this? President Trump hosted Field 
Marshal Asim Munir to an unprec-
edented lunch in the White House 
on June 18, 2025. This was the Field 
Marshal whose inflammatory and 
communally poisonous remarks 
provided the backdrop to the Pahal-
gam terror attacks orchestrated by 
Pakistan on April 22, 2025," Ramesh 
said on X.

‘WHAT SORT OF 
FRIENDSHIP IS THIS?’

Cong jabs PM after Trump praises Pak’s Munir

Hans News Service 
Tirupati

ALIPIRI police arrested two 
YSRCP activists here late on 
Monday night for spreading 
false news on social media 
regarding fake liquor sales in 
the city.

Speaking to mediapersons, 
ASP Ravimanoharachari re-
vealed the case details and 
said that on October 7,  a vid-
eo titled “Fake liquor in Tiru-

pati – Where is public safety?” 
went viral on social media. 

Tirupati Urban Prohibition 
and Excise CI Mandapalle 
Ramachandra noticed the 
video and filed a complaint at 
East Police Station, he said.

As per the directions of 
District SP L Subbarayudu, 
and under the supervision of 
DSP Bhaktavatsalam, a de-
tailed inquiry was conducted. 
The team found that the video 
and similar posts shared on 

Instagram and Facebook were 
fake and were made only to 
create confusion among the 
public. There were no cases of 
fake liquor in the city.

The arrested were identi-
fied as A1 Chandrasekhar 
Venkatesh (25), MLC Cipai 
Subramanyam PA, and A2 
Brungi Naveen (38), YSRCP 
activist and member in social 
media team. Both were arrest-
ed and they confessed to re-
cording, editing, and posting 

the fake videos with an inten-
tion to mislead the public and 
blame the Excise Department 
and government, he added.

During technical inves-
tigation, police confirmed 
through mobile call records 
and CCTV footage that both 
the accused worked together 

and circulated false content. 
ASP warned that strict legal 

action will be taken against 
anyone creating or spreading 
false and misleading posts on 
social media. 

A case has been registered 
and further investigation is in 
progress.

2 YSRCP activists held for 
spreading false news in SM

TIRUPATI: TUDA Vice-Chairman Shubham 
Bansal called on officials to work hard to keep 
TUDA among the top Urban Development Au-
thorities in the State.  TUDA officials organised 
a grand farewell for him here on Tuesday as he 
is leaving on transfer. Speaking on the occasion, 
Bansal said there is great potential to increase in-
come through the development and sale of flats 

in TUDA layouts. He added that the revenue 
earned would help improve basic infrastructure 
in both urban and rural areas. TUDA secretary 
Dr N V Sreekanth Babu praised Joint Collector 
Shubham Bhansal for his effective service over 
the past four months as Vice-Chairman.  SE 
Krishna Reddy, LAO Sujana, CPO Devi Kumari 
and AO Sailaja were present.

VC urges officials to keep TUDA on top

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

IN its bid to register a strong 
protest against the Banakach-
erla project taken up by the 
Andhra Pradesh government 
before the Union government, 
the Telangana government has 
written a strongly worded let-
ter to the Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) and Polavar-
am Project Authority (PPA).

In his missive to the CWC 
Chairman, state Engineer-in-
Chief (Irrigation) Mohd Am-
jad Hussain said the Telangana 
government has already raised 
several objections as regards 
the Polavaram-Banakacherla 
Link project (PBLP) that is 

proposed by the AP govern-
ment. He sought action as 
per the provisions of the AP 
Reorganization Act 2014. 
The official pointed out that 
the ministry of Jal Shakti has 
directed CWC to reject the 
pre-feasibility report and also 

requested the union ministry 
of Environment and Forests 
not to undertake any appraisal 
of the Banakacherla proposal 
and outrightly reject grant of 
ToR in the upcoming meeting 
of EAC. 

“Further, external agen-

cies like Polavaram Project 
Authority(PPA) and Go-
davari River Management 
Board(GRMB) have commu-
nicated the observations/re-
marks on the PFR and explic-
itly stated that the diversion of 
additional 200 TMof water is 
not part of the approved DPR 
of Polavaram Project and con-
travenes with the operation 
schedule of Polavaram dam as 
envisaged in Annexure-G of 
GWDTA 1980”, Amjad Hus-
sain has said in the letter

The state government also 
furnished the comments of the 
State on the PFR stating that 
the project proposal envis-
ages extensive changes in the 
dimensional features of com-

ponents of Polavaram pro-
ject and reiterating that AP’s 
PBLP proposal is in violation 
of APRA’ 2014, GWDTA, PPA 
& EC and infringe water rights 
of Telangana besides creating 
adverse backwater and cas-
cading submergence effects, 
He requested against under-
taking any appraisal of the 
P-B link project. The officials 
brought to the attention of 
the central water agency that 
the AP Water Resources de-
partment had issued a tender 
notification for preparing De-
tailed Project Report (DPR) of 
Polavaram-Banakacherla link 
project although Telangana 
sought an outright rejection of 
the project.

TG writes to CWC, opposes Banakacherla 
Top engineer shoots strongly worded anti-AP 

missive to CWC and Polavaram Project Authority


