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Earlier, it took three days to 
clear a cheque. Now, thanks 
to same-day clearing, nobody 

knows when it'll clear

WINDOWS

19(1)(a) expression-Fear of weaponization haunts media fraternity

The fear of laws being used to suppress free speech—a 
phenomenon known as the “chilling effect”—is a growing 
global concern. Authorities and powerful private entities may 
weaponize vague or disproportionate laws.

Panic grips SVU, Vedic campuses after fresh leopard sightings

As wildlife experts had cautioned a couple of months ago 
when a leopard was trapped on Sri Venkateswara University 
(SVU) campus, the problem appears far from over. They had 
warned that the captured leopard might not be the only.
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How to protect skin during Diwali festivities

The glow of Diwali lights, the sparkle of decorations, 
and the excitement of the festivities can all lead to a 
lot of skin exposure, leading our skin to undergo heavy 
cleaning products, smoke, and a lot of rituals. P8 P6 P3

CM sets stage for global CII summit in Vizag

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu called on officials to 
turn the upcoming CII Partnership Summit in Visakhapatnam 
into a global showcase for Andhra Pradesh’s brand and 
investment potential. P4

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Monday welcomed the historic 
Gaza peace deal and the release 
of all hostages held for over two 
years, calling it a testament to the 
courage of their families and the 
concerted efforts of global leaders. 
In a post on X, PM Modi said: "We 
welcome the release of all hostages 

after over two years of captivity. Their freedom stands as 
a tribute to the courage of their families, the unwavering 
peace efforts of President Trump and the strong resolve 
of Prime Minister Netanyahu. We support President 
Trump’s sincere efforts to bring peace to the region."

MODI PLEDGES SUPPORT MODI PLEDGES SUPPORT 
TO TRUMP'S GAZA PLANTO TRUMP'S GAZA PLAN

AFTER 'MR PM...' GIFT FOR MODI…

Trump doubles Trump doubles 
down on India, down on India, 
Pak truce claimPak truce claim
Asserts 200%  
tariff threat 
stopped war P7

‘Historic dawn of a 
new Middle East'

Jerusalem 

US President Donald Trump 
has told cheering Israeli law-
makers that "the long and 
painful nightmare is finally 
over", after helping to broker 
a ceasefire between Israel and 
Hamas in Gaza.

During the first such ad-
dress by a US president since 
2008, Trump said the day 
would mark "the moment that 
everything began to change 
and change very much for the 
better" in the Middle East. He 
told Israeli lawmakers that 
their country had no more to 
achieve on the battlefield and 
must work toward peace in the 
Middle East. Trump's address 
to the Israeli Parliament, the 
Knesset, comes on the day that 
the last 20 living hostages held 
in the Palestinian enclave were 
released by Hamas.

Israel is releasing 250 Pal-
estinian prisoners and more 
than 1,700 other Palestinians 
detained during the two-year 
military operations in Gaza. 
During a whirlwind trip to the 
region, Trump will also attend 
a peace summit in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt, alongside Egyp-
tian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi and other world leaders.

Continued on Page 7

Trump urges Israel Parliament to seize chance for peace

US President Donald Trump addressing the Knesset, Israel’s 
Parliament, next to Amir Ohana, Speaker of the Israeli Knesset, 
in Jerusalem on Monday

‘War in Gaza is over’‘War in Gaza is over’
JERUSALEM: Anticipa-
tion is building across 
Israel, the Gaza Strip, and 
the West Bank today as 
Israel and Hamas began 
a hostage-prisoner swap 
in a breakthrough US-
brokered ceasefire deal, 
with President Donald 
Trump declaring the war 
is "over". "The war is over, 
you understand that. 
This is going to be a very 
special time. Everybody's 
cheering at one time. 
That's never happened 
before. It's an honor to 
be involved - and we're 

going to have an amazing 
time," said Trump, who 
is headed to the Mid-
dle East to celebrate the 
ceasefire and hostage deal. 
He added, "Everybody is 
happy, whether it's Jewish, 
Muslims, or Arabs. This 
is the first time they've 
ever seen that everybody 
is unified. We are going to 
Egypt after Israel, and we 
are going to meet all of the 
leaders of the very power-
ful and big countries, and 
very rich countries, and 
others, and they're all into 
this deal."

Says Trump as Israel, Hamas swap hostages

BIG COURT SETBACK FOR RJD AHEAD OF POLLS

New Delhi

IN a major legal setback to 
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad 
Yadav, a Delhi court on 
Monday ordered the fram-
ing of charges against the 
former Bihar Chief Minis-
ter, his wife Rabri Devi, who 
is also an ex-Chief Minister, 
and their son Tejashwi 
Yadav in the IRCTC  
scam case. 

In the order, which came 
just weeks ahead of the 
Bihar Assembly elections, 
the court noted that the 
senior leader had "engaged 
in conspiracy" and "abused 

his position" as a public 
servant. The court directed 
that Lalu Yadav be charged 
with criminal misconduct 
by a public servant and 
criminal conspiracy to com-

mit cheating, while Rabri 
Devi and Tejashwi Yadav 
will face charges of cheating 
and conspiracy to commit 
cheating. The case will go to 
trial as all the accused have 

pleaded not guilty.
The case, investigated by 

the CBI, pertains to alleged 
corruption in the allotment 
of maintenance work con-
tracts for two IRCTC hotels 
-- BNR Ranchi and BNR 
Puri. The CBI has alleged 
that the contracts were 
favourably awarded  
to a private firm, Sujata 
Hotel, owned by Vijay and 
Vinay Kochar.

The chargesheet claimed 
that Lalu Yadav received 
approximately three acres of 
prime land in Patna through 
a benami company.

Continued on Page 7

Lalu, Rabri, Tejashwi to face trial in IRCTC scam

MOUNT Everest, the planet’s tallest 
peak, sits proudly in Nepal as part 

of the majestic Himalayan Mountain 
range that stretches across several 
nations. Recently, space enthusiasts 
and nature lovers were treated to a 
mesmerising view of the mountain unlike 
any seen before — from the edge of 
space itself. NASA astronaut Don Pettit 
shared a remarkable photograph on his 
X account, taken from the International 
Space Station (ISS). The image showcases 
the snow-covered summit of Mount 
Everest surrounded by Nepal’s dramatic 
terrain, offering a humbling reminder of 
Earth’s beauty from above.

'This is breathtaking''This is breathtaking'
NASA astronaut shares stunning picture 

of Mount Everest taken from space

SC orders  
CBI probe into  
Karur stampede
NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Monday ordered a 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) probe into the 
September 27, 2025 Karur 
stampede in Tamil Nadu, 
which claimed 41 lives during 
a rally organised by actor-
turned-politician Vijay’s party, 
the Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam 
(TVK). A Bench of Justices 
J K Maheshwari and N V 
Anjaria said an independent 
investigation was necessary 
“to allay concerns and ensure 
impartiality.” It also consti-
tuted a three-member moni-
toring committee, chaired 
by former Supreme Court 
judge Justice Ajay Rastogi, 
to supervise the progress 
of the CBI probe. “Looking 
at the facts, the issue has a 
bearing on the fundamental 
rights of the citizens. The 
directions are to hand over 
the investigation to the CBI. In 
order to allay the concern of 
parties, we propose to set up 
a three-member committee. 
We have requested Justice 
Ajay Rastogi to head the 
committee,” the Bench orally 
remarked while pronouncing 
the interim order.

TN revokes licence 
for Coldrif syrup, 
shuts down firm

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu 
government on Monday 
ordered the shutdown of 
Sresan Pharmaceuticals, the 
manufacturer of the adulter-
ated cough syrup Coldrif, 
and completely revoked its 
manufacturing licence. The 
state Drug Control Depart-
ment officials had found 48.6 
per cent of Diethylene Glycol 
(DEG), a toxic substance in 
the cough syrup during an 
inspection. This medicine is 
linked to the death of children 
in Madhya Pradesh. Depart-
ment officials also found that 
the company lacked proper 
good manufacturing practices 
(GMP) and good laboratory 
practices (GLP), and they 
recorded over 300 critical 
and major violations. The 
company’s owner, G Rangana-
than, was recently arrested by 
a Special Investigation Team 
from Madhya Pradesh. Earlier 
in the day, the Enforcement 
Directorate conducted raids 
at the premises of Sresan 
Pharmaceuticals and the 
residences of some officials in 
connection with a case under 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).

3 economists  
share Nobel  
for explaining  
sustained growth
STOCKHOLM: THE 2025 
Nobel Prize in Economic 
Sciences has been awarded 
to Joel Mokyr of North-
western University (US), 
Philippe Aghion of the 
Collège de France and IN-
SEAD (France), and Peter 
Howitt of Brown University 
(US) for their pioneering 
work explaining how in-
novation drives sustained 
economic growth.

Continued on Page 7

Telugu states eye `19,000-cr mkt borrowings in Dec qtr

Hans News Service  
Hyderabad

BOTH the Telugu States 
- Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh - gearing up to 
raise over Rs 19,000 crore 
by auctioning government 

securities during December 
quarter. Telangana is plan-
ning to raise Rs 9,000 crore 
by selling the state govern-
ment securities in the open 
market auction during the 
October-December quarter, 
according to an Indicative 
Calendar of Market borrow-
ings by the TG government. 
Further, Andhra Pradesh 
is also planning to raise 
another Rs 10,000 crore by 
selling state government 
securities in the open market 
auction during the October-
December quarter, according 
to an Indicative Calendar of 
Market borrowings by the AP 

government. Andhra Pradesh 
already raised Rs 1,900 crore 
via bonds auction in the open 
market on October 7.

According to the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) calendar, 

Telangana is likely to raise 
Rs 2,000 crore in October, a 
similar amount in Novem-
ber and Rs 5,000 crore in 
December. 

Up to August 31, the 

Telangana government’s bor-
rowings stood at Rs 33,415.15 
crore, (nearly 62 per cent) as 
against the estimated little 
over Rs 54,000 crore in an-
nual budget. Last month, the 

state raised Rs 15,500 crore 
via bonds auction in the open 
market. The state govern-
ment presented Rs 2,738.33 
crore revenue surplus in its 
2025-26 budget. However, 
at the end of July there was a 
deficit of Rs 11,051.95 crore. 
The fiscal deficit was targeted 
at Rs 54,009.74 crore during 
FY26, while the figure stood 
at Rs 33,415.15 crore by the 
end of August. 

According to the Reserve 
Bank of India calendar, 
Andhra Pradesh is likely 
to raise Rs 5,000 crore on 
November 4 and a similar 
amount on November 25. Up 

to August 31, the state gov-
ernment’s borrowings stood 
at Rs 55,901.43 crore (nearly 
70 per cent) as against the 
estimated Rs 79,926.89 crore 
in the budget. Last month, 
the state raised Rs 7,000 
crore via bonds auction in 
the open market. Though the 
state government presented 
Rs 33,185.97 crore revenue 
deficit in its 2025-26 budget, 
at the end of August, the defi-
cit went up to Rs 41,635.63 
crore. The fiscal deficit was 
targeted at Rs 79,926.90 crore 
during FY26 while the figure 
stood at Rs 55,016.84 crore by 
the end of August. 

RELYING ON LOANS
8 TG govt borrowed  

Rs 33,415.15 cr  
till Aug, 62% of 
budget target 

8 AP govt mopped up 
Rs 55,901.43 cr, 
70% of  
budget target  

CRDA COMPLEX OPENS

No hurdles to development of 
‘self-financing’ Amaravati: CM

Hans News Service 
Amaravati 

CHIEF Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu on Monday 
inaugurated the Andhra 
Pradesh Capital Region 
Development Authority 
(CRDA) complex, marking 
what he described as the 
“formal beginning of Am-
aravati’s capital development 
journey” and reaffirming 
that there are “no hurdles to 
the capital’s progress”.

The just-inaugurated 
seven-storey CRDA build-
ing (G+7), constructed at 
Maipadu Gate, is the first 
completed structure in the 
Amaravati capital region af-
ter the restart of Amaravati 
works, following the forma-
tion of the TDP-led NDA 
government in June 2024.

Designed to house the 
CRDA, Amaravati Develop-
ment Corporation Limited, 
and all the wings of the 
Municipal Department 

under one roof, the complex 
has been awarded the Net 
Zero Energy (Design) 
certification by the Indian 
Green Building Council for 
its sustainable and energy-
efficient features.

Naidu, accompanied by 
farmers who had given up 
their land for the capital 
under the land pooling 
scheme, inspected the new 
complex and reviewed its 
facilities. "For anything 

we need land, you have to 
remember that. We don't 
build a capital in the sky, 
we cannot build," the CM 
said, while thanking and 
congratulating the farmers. 
He observed that they were 
the reason for the inaugura-
tion of the CRDA building 
on Monday. 

Until now, AP has pooled 
54,000 acres for Naidu's 
dream project Amaravati.

Continued on Page 7

Not spending even a single pie from the exchequer, says Naidu

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu meets PM Narendra Modi 
along with Union Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan 
Naidu and others in New Delhi on Monday

 
CM invites 
PM to ‘Super 
GST’ event, 
CII Summit

Hans News Service 
Amaravati 

CHIEF Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu met 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in New Delhi on 
Monday and invited 
him to attend the ‘Super 
GST – Super Savings’ 
programme in Kurnool 
as well as the CII Part-
nership Summit 2025 
scheduled for November 
14 and 15 in Visakhapa-
tnam. In his handle on 
X, Naidu posted: “It was 
an honour to meet the 
Prime Minister, Naren-
dra Modi.

Continued on Page 7

Heavy rains likely in 
coastal AP, Rayalaseema

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

COASTAL Andhra Pradesh 
and adjoining areas are expe-
riencing surface cyclonic cir-
culation extending up to 0.9 
km above sea level, according 
to Prakhar Jain, Managing 
Director of the State Disaster 
Management Authority. He 
said another surface circula-
tion has been observed over 
the southwest Bay of Bengal 
and adjoining southern Tamil 
Nadu coast.

These conditions are 
expected to bring moderate 

to heavy rains with thunder-
storms on Tuesday in several 
districts, including Eluru, 
Krishna, NDR, Nellore, 
Kurnool, Anantapur, and 
Tirupati. Light to moderate 
rains with thunderstorms 
are likely in Alluri, Kona-
seema, East Godavari, West 
Godavari, Guntur, Bapatla, 
Palnadu, Prakasam, Nandyal, 
Sri Sathya Sai, Kadapa, 
Annamayya, and Chittoor 
districts. Authorities have 
advised the public to remain 
vigilant and avoid standing 
under trees or near large 
hoardings during heavy rains 

and thunderstorms.
On Monday, heavy rains 

lashed Vijayawada, inun-
dating low-lying areas and 
affecting normal life. Signifi-
cant rains were recorded also 
on Monday evening across 
various locations: Linga-
palem (Eluru) – 74.2 mm, 
Chintalapudi – 68.7 mm, Ba-
patla – 62.5 mm, Puligumma 
(Vizianagaram) – 61 mm, 
and Uyyuru (Krishna) – 60.2 
mm. Residents have been 
urged to stay alert, follow 
local weather advisories, and 
exercise caution in low-lying 
areas prone to flooding.
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Hans News Service  
Rajamahendravaram 

TOURISM, culture and cin-
ematography minister Kan-
dula Durgesh will represent 
the state at a two-day na-
tional conference to be held 
in Udaipur, Rajasthan on 
October 14 and 15.
 The event will focus on dis-
cussions related to the Na-
tional Mission for the Devel-

opment of 50 World-Class 
Tourist Destinations and 
the introduction of perfor-
mance-based incentives to 
promote excellence in tour-
ism management.

According to the minis-
ter’s office, the Union min-
ister for tourism and culture, 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, 
will inaugurate the confer-
ence, which will be attended 
by tourism ministers from 

all states and Union Terri-
tories.

Minister Durgesh ex-
pressed his happiness over 
his selection for this pres-
tigious meet. He said that 
he will present AP’s vision 
and proposals regarding the 
implementation of key an-
nouncements made in the 
Union Budget 2025–26 for 
tourism development. He is 
also expected to highlight 

the State’s strategies for in-
frastructure strengthening, 
destination branding, and 
rural and eco-tourism pro-
motion.

Under the National Mis-
sion framework, the Cen-
tre aims to develop major 
tourist destinations across 
various states in a challenge 
mode with active participa-
tion from state governments, 
he added. Durgesh will detail 
Andhra Pradesh’s proposals, 
including comprehensive 
plans to improve connec-
tivity, amenities, and global 
competitiveness of selected 
destinations in the State.

The conference will serve 
as a platform to share best 
practices, explore public-pri-
vate partnerships, and align 
state and central tourism 
policies to create sustainable, 
high-quality tourism experi-
ences across India.

Kandula  Durgesh to attend 
national tourism meet

• Durgesh will represent Andhra Pradesh at a 

national tourism conference in Udaipur on Oct 

14–15.

• The event will discuss the development of 

50 world-class tourist destinations and 

performance-based incentives for tourism.

• Durgesh will present AP’s proposals on 

infrastructure, branding, and eco-tourism, 

aligning with Union Budget 2025–26 initiatives

PPP more dangerous 
than privatisation: CPM

Hans News Service 
Rajamahendravaram

CPM State Secretary V Srin-
ivasa Rao has warned that 
the Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) model being fol-
lowed by the State Govern-
ment for managing medical 
colleges is more dangerous 
than outright privatisation. 
He announced that the party 
would soon launch a broad 
platform to protect govern-
ment medical colleges.

Speaking at a press con-
ference at the Rajahmundry 
Press Club on Monday, Rao 
demanded that the 2023 CBI 
report, which exposed large-
scale irregularities in private 
medical colleges across the 
country, be made public. 

Questioning the govern-
ment’s decision to halt the 
construction of medical col-
leges after 2024A, he said 
that the previous govern-
ment had built six medical 
colleges in three years. He 
urged the present govern-
ment to prove its efficiency 
by completing 12 colleges in 
the next three years.

The CPM leader alleged 
that the cost of a medical 
seat in the convenor quota, 
which was earlier around 
Rs 15,000, is now expected 
to shoot up to Rs 12 lakh, 
becoming a huge burden on 
common people.

He warned that once the 
PPP model is implemented, 
even the hospital beds at-
tached to government medi-
cal colleges would come un-

der private management. 
Refuting the government’s 

claims of creating 4.75 lakh 
jobs, he said the figure was 
far from reality.

 He pointed out that 5,000 
contract workers had lost 
their jobs at Visakhapatnam 
Steel Plant, and IT giant 
TCS, which had acquired 
government land at a low 
cost, had recently laid off 
20,000 employees.

He demanded the govern-
ment to immediately fill the 
2.5 lakh vacant posts in vari-
ous departments to provide 
hope to unemployed youth.

CPM district secretary 
T Arun, district committee 
members B Pavan, Juvvala 
Rambabu, B Poornima Raju, 
and I Subrahmanyam were 
also present.

• CPM State Secretary 
Srinivasa Rao informs 
that the party will soon 
launch broad platform 
to protect govt medical 
colleges

• “Once the PPP model 
is implemented, even 
hospital beds attached 
to govt medical colleges 
will come under private 
management”

CPM State Secretary V Srinivasa Rao addressing a press confer-
ence in Rajamahendravaram on Monday

Kollu launches Bandaru Bonaza fest, hails GST relief  
Hans News Service 

Machilipatnam

MINISTER for Mines & 
Geology and Excise Kollu 
Ravindra stated that the 
Central Government’s deci-
sion regarding GST reforms 
will play a crucial role in ad-
vancing the country’s econ-
omy. He highlighted that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman have 
announced unprecedented 
tax cuts that will directly 
benefit the common man.

As part of the Super GST 
- Super Savings initiative, 
the Krishna district admin-
istration, in collaboration 
with the Commercial Taxes 
Department, organised the 
Bandaru Bonanza Shopping 
Festival at the Zilla Parishad 
Convention Hall in Machili-
patnam.

 On Monday, Minister 
Ravindra, along with AP-
SRTC Chairman Konakalla 
Narayana Rao and Krishna 
District Collector DK Balaji, 
inaugurated the shopping 
festival.

During the event, the 
dignitaries visited various 
stalls and interacted with 
traders to discuss the dis-
count percentages being 
offered following the reduc-
tion in GST. They engaged 
with business owners, trad-
ers, and consumers to en-
quire about the benefits of 
the GST 2.0 reforms. In his 
speech, Minister Ravindra 
described this initiative as 
a revolutionary step aimed 
at transforming the nation’s 
economy and enhancing 
people’s purchasing power. 
He explained that in the 
past, multiple tax systems, 
including VAT, Central 
Tax, and State Tax, had 
burdened consumers; 
however, the introduction 
of GST has simplified this 
structure.

Additionally, he em-
phasised that the new Su-
per GST initiative seeks to 
return increased national 
income to the people.

 Ravindra pointed out 
that the GST on life-sav-
ing medicines has been 

reduced from 12% to 0%, 
making medical equipment 
and health insurance com-
pletely tax-free.

He further mentioned 
that agricultural machin-
ery, such as tractors and 
drones, will now be avail-
able at significantly lower 
prices, benefiting farmers. 
Additionally, the reduction 
of GST on cars from 28% to 
18% will make car owner-
ship more affordable for the 
middle class.

APSRTC Chairman 
Konakalla Narayana Rao 
commented that the bold 

decision taken by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
would help financially 
strengthen the country. Un-
der the leadership of Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu, they are promoting 
these reforms to benefit all 
residents of the state. Col-
lector DK Balaji praised 
the reforms for promoting 
transparency among trad-
ers and strengthening the 
economy. He noted that spe-
cial awareness programmes 
are being conducted across 
the state to educate citizens 
about these benefits.

Minister Kollu Ravindra, along with APSRTC Chairman 
Konakalla Narayana Rao and Krishna District Collector DK 
Balaji inaugurating Bandaru Bonanza Shopping Festival in 
Machilipatnam on Monday

Rama Rao elected to Red Cross national managing body
Hans News Service 

Vijayawada

ANDHRA Pradesh State 
Branch of the Indian Red 
Cross Society chairman Y D 
Rama Rao has been elected 
to the national managing 
body of the Indian Red 
Cross Society (IRCS).
 The apex body functions 

under the chairmanship of 
JP Nadda, Union Minister 
for Health and Family Wel-
fare, according to a com-
muniqué from the office of 
IRCS here on Monday.

Twelve members were 
selected from among the 28 
state and Union Territory 
branches of the IRCS for a 
two-year term.

 Rama Rao’s election 
marks recognition of his 
long-standing commitment 
and leadership in humani-
tarian service.

A veteran Red Cross 
leader, Rama Rao earlier 
served as chairman of the 
Kakinada District Branch, 
where he led several im-
pactful humanitarian and 
community welfare initia-
tives, significantly strength-
ening the Red Cross move-
ment in the region.

 For his exemplary ser-
vice, he was honoured with 
the President’s Gold Medal 
in 2018–19.

His inclusion in the na-
tional managing body is 
expected to further bolster 
Red Cross initiatives across 
South India, particularly 
in Andhra Pradesh, en-
hancing the organisation’s 
outreach and community  
service efforts.

UTF distributes free 
NMMS study material

Rajamahendravaram

THE United Teachers Fed-
eration (UTF) distributed 
free study material to students 
appearing for the National 
Means-cum-Merit Scholar-
ship (NMMS) examination in 
the district. At a programme 
held at the UTF office in Ra-
jamahendravaram, district 
president P Jayakar and gener-
al secretary A Shareef released 

the NMMS study material and 
distributed it to mandal-level 
representatives for onward de-
livery to students.

They said the material was 
being supplied free of cost 
to all districts in the State 
through a trust established by 
former MLC of Krishna, Gun-
tur teachers’ constituency, KS 
Lakshmana Rao, in memory 
of his parents. The leaders said 
that these books are prepared 

by experienced educators, and 
many students who used them 
in the past had succeeded in 
securing the scholarship.

  State committee member 
Rupas Rao, district vice-pres-

ident M Vijaya Gowri, dis-
trict secretary K Ramesh, and 
mandal representatives Anil 
Kumar, Vijay Babu, G Padma, 
G Rajashekar, and P Raju par-
ticipated in the programme.

UTF district leaders distributing free study material to students 
appearing for the National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship 
examination in the district through its mandal representatives
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Panic grips SVU, Vedic campuses 
after fresh leopard sightings

Pradeep vennelakanti 
Tirupati

AS wildlife experts had cau-
tioned a couple of months 
ago when a leopard was 
trapped on Sri Venkateswara 
University (SVU) campus, 
the problem appears far from 
over. They had warned that 
the captured leopard might 
not be the only one roam-
ing the area, and their words 
have now proven prophetic. 
Fresh sightings of a leopard 
around SV University and 
Sri Venkateswara Vedic Uni-
versity campuses have once 
again triggered panic among 
students, faculty, and resi-
dents, who are living in con-

stant fear.
On Sunday night, inmates 

of SV Vedic University cam-
pus, which adjoins SVU 
premises, reported spotting 
a leopard. Similar sightings 
have been reported in recent 
days from different parts 
of SVU campus as well. In 
response, both universities 
— along with the nearby SV 
Veterinary University — 
have put up cautionary flex 
banners warning of leopard 
movements and urging peo-
ple to stay vigilant.

SV University Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof T Narasinga Rao 
personally inspected the 

areas where the big cat has 
been seen most frequently. 
During his visit on Saturday, 
he instructed university of-
ficials to promptly inform 
Forest Department about any 
new sightings and to advise 
residents of staff quarters and 
hostels to remain cautious, 
especially at night.

The Forest Department has 
already set up four cages on 
the campuses, one of which 
successfully trapped a leop-
ard in August. Officials say 
that leopards typically avoid 
human contact, but the grow-
ing availability of unattended 
food waste in and around ur-

ban areas is attracting them. 
Open garbage piles, leftovers 
from roadside eateries across 
the Alipiri – Zoo Park road, 
and poor waste manage-
ment have created easy feed-
ing grounds, drawing wild 
animals dangerously close to 
populated zones.

SV University has in many 
ways turned into a makeshift 
wildlife zone. Apart from the 
leopards, the campus is home 
to stray dogs, pigs, and even 
deer, creating an uneasy co-
existence between wildlife 
and humans. Residents of the 
Prakash Nagar staff quarters 
have expressed frustration 

over the unchecked animal 
presence, particularly the 
dozens of stray pigs and dogs 
wandering around.

Morning walkers often en-
counter large groups of dogs, 
some of which are sustained 
by people feeding them bis-
cuits. “There are around 20 
deer on the campus — so nat-
urally, leopards come looking 
for their prey,” remarked one 
morning walker.

Wildlife experts and uni-
versity administrators are 
now calling for a more per-
manent solution to prevent 
further human-wildlife en-
counters. They have proposed 
building a 10-foot-high iron 
fence along the Alipiri–Cher-
lopalli corridor to restrict the 
movement of wild animals 
into campus areas. They also 
stress the need for improved 
waste management systems 
and the removal of stray 
animals from the univer-
sity grounds. Some have sug-
gested setting up a secured 
deer park within the campus 
or relocating the animals to 
the nearby Sri Venkateswara 
Zoological Park.

l	Students, faculty, 
and residents living 
in fear as the big cat 
continues to roam 
near hostels and staff 
quarters

l	Calls grow for a 10-foot 
iron fence along Alipiri 
–Cherlopalli corridor 
to curb human-wildlife 
conflict

A flex banner on the SV University campus warning students and staff about leopard movements

New APSPDCL chife advocates 
smart meters, quality power supply

Hans News Service 
Tirupati

SIVA Sankar Lotheti has offi-
cially taken charge as the new 
Chairman and Managing 
Director (CMD) of Andhra 
Pradesh Southern Power 
Distribution Company Lim-
ited (APSPDCL) on Monday, 
succeeding K Santhosh Rao.

Addressing the media after 
assuming charge, Siva Sankar 
underlined the importance 
of smart meters, a technolo-
gy widely adopted across the 
globe. He highlighted that 
smart meters offer multiple 
benefits, including accurate 
billing and precise track-
ing of electricity consump-
tion. Additionally, they help 
curb pilferage, and the CMD 
stressed the need to dispel 
any misconceptions about 
these meters, particularly 
among farmers with agricul-
tural connections.

Speaking on the Re-
vamped Distribution Sector 

Scheme (RDSS), he stated 
that the initiative would be 
accelerated to enhance the 
quality and reliability of 
power supply for consum-
ers. Ensuring uninterrupted, 
high-quality electricity for 
all remains the company’s 
primary goal. He also under-
scored the importance of ad-
vancing the PM Surya Ghar 
Yojana programme.

The CMD further called 
for the effective implemen-
tation of all central and 
state government projects, 
aimed at proactively ad-
dressing consumer concerns. 
Siva Sankar made it clear 
that comprehensive reviews 
across all departments will be 
conducted to assess the cur-
rent situation and plan future 
strategies efficiently.

APSPDCL CMD Siva Sankar Lotheti addressing the media in 
Tirupati on Monday

Hans News Service 
Tirupati

THE workshop on Atmanirb-
har Bharat was held here on 
Monday, headed by BJP dis-
trict president Samanchi Srini-
vas. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Samanchi Srinivas said India’s 
indigenous technology, used 
in Operation Sindhur success-
fully, had surprised and coun-
tered Pakistan proving the 
importance of Make in India 
initiative.

State general secretary Na-

gothu Ramesh Naidu and State 
vice-president Ashok Raju, the 
chief guests at the workshop, 
said that Atmanirbhar Bharat 
programme, which started on 
September 25 will continue till 
December 25 and later will be 
taken up as a continuous na-
tional movement.

Ramesh Naidu said that 
Atmanirbhar Bharat is a self-
reliant India that grows with 
its own strength. To face global 
challenges and extreme com-
ments by leaders like Trump, 
India must rely on its own 
products, language, and cul-

tural values, he added.
Coastal Andhra in-charge 

of Atmanirbhar Bharat Ashok 
Raju gave a PowerPoint pres-
entation on the activities to 
be carried out under this cam-
paign and guided the partici-
pants on the way forward.

State spokesperson Jalli 
Madhusudan, TTD Board 
Member G Bhanu Prakash 
Reddy, State OBC Morcha 
president Gopi Srinivas, gen-
eral secretaries BD Balaji and 
Munikrishnaiah, district con-
vener Dr Naresh and others 
were present.

‘Har Ghar Swadeshi – Ghar Ghar Swadeshi’ workshop held

Participants at a workshop on Atmanirbhar Bharat in Tirupati on Monday

Hans News Service 
Sri City

BHUMI Pooja was performed for Sri Tulasi 
Ayurvedic Hospital in Sri City on Monday 
by its Managing Director Dr N Siva Prasad.

With an initial investment of Rs 75 lakh, 
the hospital will begin with 10 inpatient 
beds and specialised outpatient services. 
Speaking at the event, Sri City CSR Direc-
tor Nireesha Sannareddy said that Sri Tu-
lasi Ayurvedic Hospital has the potential to 
become a regional Panchakarma Wellness 
Center. Sri City's natural ecosystem offers a 
unique setting for holistic healing.

Dr Siva Prasad stated that the hospital, 
expected to be operational by next Ugadi, 
will cater to the healthcare needs of local 
communities while advancing the national 
vision of ‘Swastha Bharat’.  Developed in 
phases, the facility will offer specialised 
treatments in Panchakarma, Prasuti Tantra 
(Obstetrics & Gynaecology), and Kaya-

chikitsa (General Medicine). Blending tra-
ditional Ayurvedic wisdom with modern 
healthcare practices, Sri Tulasi Ayurvedic 
Hospital aims to create a centre of holistic 
wellness in Sri City. The event was attend-
ed by Customer Relations Vice President  
C Ramesh Kumar.

Bhumi pooja for ayurvedic 
hospital held in Sri City

Bhumi Pooja being performed for the con-
struction of Ayurvedic Hospital in Sri City on 
Monday

Hans News Service 
Tirumala 

VARIOUS Trusts of TTD had 
received huge donations to a 
tune of Rs 1.05 crore on Mon-
day. Four donors have donated 
to various trusts of TTD.

ADO Foundation, an NGO 
from Hyderabad, had donated 
Rs 75 lakh to SV Pranadana 
Trust, while M Rakesh Reddy 
from Bangalore had donated 
Rs 10 lakh to TTD BIRRD 
Trust. 

Simhadri Venkata Sivapras-
ad from Guntur had donated 
Rs 10 lakh to SV Annaprasa-

dam Trust and K Giridhar Ku-
mar from Tirupati has donat-
ed Rs 10 lakh to SV Vidyadana 
Trust on Sunday night. 

The donors handed over 

DDs for the said amount to 
TTD Chairman BR Naidu and 
Additional EO Ch Venkaiah 
Chowdary at camp office in 
Tirumala.

Donations pour into TTD Trusts

ADO Foundation representatives with TTD Chairman BR Naidu 
in Tirumala on Monday

Hans News Service  
Nellore

THE SR Sankaran Hall at the 
Collectorate was packed with 
petitioners from across the 
district to submit their rep-
resentations during Public 
Grievance Redressal System 
(PGRS) conducted on Mon-
day. 

Though PGRS is being 
conducted in divisional and 
mandal headquarters, peo-
ple from remote villages 
like Udayagiri, Seetharama-
puram, Kandukur, Kavali, 
Rapur, Kaluvai, Atmakur, 

which are 90 km away, are 
approaching district head-
quarters. 

According to sources, 
about 1,000 people attended 
the PGRS held on Monday 
and most of their petitions 
were related to revenue issues 
like encroachment of lands, 
house sites, 10-1 Adangal 
and welfare schemes like 
Talliki Vandanam, pensions, 
Deepam-2, ration cards etc. 

The same situation was 
witnessed at Umesh Chan-
dra Conference Hall, where 
police department organised 
the PGRS. 

PGRS WITNES  
HEAVY CROWDS

A woman along with her son explaining her grievance to district 
Collector Himanshu Shukla during the PGRS in Nellore on 
Monday

Hans News Service  
Nellore

VIKRAMA Simhapuri Uni-
versity (VSU) and commer-
cial department have jointly 
organised a programme on 
GST 2.0 Reforms at the cam-
pus here on Monday. 

University Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof Allam Srinivasa 
Rao, chief guest, emphasised 
the importance of students 
gaining awareness of taxation 
policies. He said, “The GST 
2.0 reforms will steer India’s 
economy towards greater 

transparency. These reforms 
aim to simplify business en-
vironment. Participation in 
such practical discussions 
helps students enhance their 

research perspective and fi-
nancial understanding”.

Sri Kiran, Joint Commis-
sioner, Commercial Taxes 
Department, distinguished 

guest, stated that GST 2.0 Re-
forms open new opportuni-
ties in the commercial sector. 
Through complete digitaliza-
tion of tax payments, refunds, 
and accounting systems, the 
goal is to ensure efficiency, 
transparency, and faster ser-
vice delivery, he added. 

Registrar Dr K Suneetha 
and Principal Prof Ch Vijaya 
of VSU College, Nellore; Prof 
Ch Srinivasa Rao, Principal, 
VSU College, Kavali; Dr Sai 
Sravanthi and officers from 
Commercial Tax department 
and others participated. 

Awareness programme held on GST 2.0 reforms

VSU Vice-Chancellor Allam Srinivasa Rao speaking at an aware-
ness programme at the campus in Nellore on Monday 

Hans News Service  
Nellore

DOCTORS of KIMS, Nellore, saved 
a boy, who was in critical condition 
after bitten by a scorpion. Accord-
ing to sources, 13-year-old Patti Ab-
hilash from Pamulu Metta village, 
Tada mandal, Tirupati district, was 
stung by a scorpion and was in se-
vere pain and fatigue as the venom 
was spreading throughout his body. 
He was admitted to ICU and treated 
by Cardiologist Dr H Nagaraja Rao, 
Pediatric Intensivist Dr R Murarjee, 
Pediatrician Dr Bhargav, HOD-In-
tensivist Dr V Jagadish and Intensiv-
ist B Pallavi.  
As the patient's entire body was poi-
soned, he had fits and cardiac arrest, 
so CPR was performed and restarted. 

The critically ill patient was kept 
under observation for 48 hours 
and later shifted to ward. KIMS 
Executive Director T Girinayudu, 

Chief Operating Officer Dr S Sat-
ish Kumar, Medical Coordinator 
Dr Sridhar Reddy congratulated  
the medical team.

Nellore KIMS saves 13-year-old boy 

Doctors of KIMS, Nellore 

Tirupati

MUNICIPAL Corporation 
Deputy Commissioner Am-
araiah appealed to the public 
to make best use of the ben-
efits from the new Super GST 
2.0 reduction announced by 
the Central and State govern-
ments. As part of an aware-
ness campaign, Municipal 
Corporation and GST offi-
cials took out a scooter rally 
from Corporation office to 
Town Club junction here on 
Monday. The rally aimed to 
explain the key benefits of the 
new GST structure. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Deputy Commissioner Am-
araiah said that under the 

guidance of Commissioner 
N Mourya, the Municipal 
Corporation is organising 
more awareness programmes 
about Super GST 2.0, which 
will continue till October 19. 
Pamphlets are being distrib-
uted door-to-door, and spe-
cial competitions are being 
held in schools and colleges 
to promote GST awareness 
among students. Under Su-
per GST 2.0, tax rates have 
been reduced, 28% slab was 
reduced to 18%, and 12% slab 
to 5%. Some essential items 
have also been brought under 
0% tax category. He urged 
people to take full advantage 
of the benefits provided by 
this new initiative.

‘Utilise benefits of Super 
GST 2.0 reduction’

Officials of municipal corporation taking out a scooter rally in 
Tirupati on Monday
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Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu called on 
officials to turn the upcom-
ing CII Partnership Summit 
in Visakhapatnam into a 
global showcase for Andhra 
Pradesh’s brand and invest-
ment potential.

At a high-level review 
meeting at the Secretariat on 
Monday, Naidu said the No-

vember 14–15 event should 
project Andhra Pradesh as a 
leading destination for inno-
vation, technology and in-
dustry. He announced plans 
to invite Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, global busi-
ness leaders, and top CEOs 
to the summit. 

“The summit must 
strengthen global trust, 
drive trade partnerships, 
and highlight the state’s role 
in the global tech trans-

formation,” Naidu said. He 
directed officials to ensure 
Visakhapatnam is beautified 
ahead of the event, describ-
ing the city as “the face of 
modern Andhra Pradesh.”

This will be the fourth 
time Andhra Pradesh hosts 
the prestigious CII Partner-
ship Summit. The earlier 
editions in 2016, 2017, and 
2018 were also held in Vi-
sakhapatnam.

The 2025 summit, themed 
‘Technology, Trust, Trade 
– Navigating the Geo-Eco-
nomic Order’ will feature 
13 sessions covering sec-
tors like defence, aerospace, 
biotechnology, healthcare, 
logistics, clean energy and 
smart manufacturing.

 As many as 29 commerce 
ministers, 13 Union minis-
ters, 80 international CEOs, 
and delegates from over 40 

countries are expected to at-
tend.

IT and HRD minister 
Nara Lokesh has been lead-
ing global outreach efforts, 
organizing roadshows in 
several countries to attract 
foreign delegates and inves-
tors. Ministers N Lokesh 
and P Narayana, chief secre-
tary K Vijayanand, and CII 
director general Chandrajit 
Banerjee participated.

CM sets stage for global  
CII summit in Vizag

• Aims to make the CII Partnership Summit in 
Visakhapatnam on Nov 14–15 a global platform to 
showcase the state’s investment potential 

• The summit, themed ‘Technology, Trust, Trade–
Navigating the Geo-Economic Order,’ will feature 13 
sessions across sectors like defence, biotech and 
clean energy, with 29 commerce ministers, 13 Union 
ministers and 80 international CEOs expected to 
attend 

• CM directs officials to beautify Visakhapatnam 
and invites PM and global business leaders, while 
IT minister Lokesh leads global outreach through 
international roadshows Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu chairs a review meeting on the CII Partnership Summit in 

Visakhapatnam, at the Secretariat on Monday 

Vasu Potnuru 
Visakhapatnam 

THE palatial Rushikonda 
palace, designed and built by 
the then Jagan Mohan Reddy 
government, is going to be 
put to use soon.

After a long wait, the NDA 
government is set to collect 
feedback and opinions from 
people, seeking how to utilise 
the seven blocks of the pro-
ject, built at a cost of Rs.500 
crore.

By logging on to the of-
ficial website of the Andhra 
Pradesh Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation, people 
can share their opinions and 
suggest how best the project, 
kept idle for quite a long time, 
could be made viable.

On October 17, a meeting 
with stakeholders of the hos-
pitality sector is scheduled in 
Vijayawada. Converting the 
Rushikonda project into a 
business model is said to be 
one of the points of discus-
sion during the meeting.

Considering the opinions 
collected from the public, 
experts and businessmen, 
the NDA government is go-
ing to make a decision on the 
utilisation of the blocks in the 
premises.

For the past few years, the 
Rushikonda palace turned 
out to be a big puzzle for the 
NDA government as it did 

not come to a conclusion on 
how to make it into a reve-
nue-generating model. Even 
if it was kept idle, the gov-
ernment has been incurring 
exorbitant bills in the form of 
power expenses and mainte-
nance cost.

Another major challenge 
the government has been 
facing is the damage of the 
project blocks with parts 
of false ceiling giving away 
along with water leaks in the 
building. After the NDA gov-
ernment came to power, it 
formed a committee to ana-
lyse how to make use of the 
Rushikonda palace.

 Even as the committee 
members met and discussed 
the agenda ahead, no con-
crete decision was made re-
garding this direction in the 
meetings. In the recent meet-
ing held at the Secretariat, the 
spotlight was again on the 
utilisation of the Rushikonda 
project. Two months back 
when Deputy Chief Minister 
K. Pawan Kalyan paid a visit 
to Rushikonda palace as part 
of his programme ‘Senatho 
Senani’, he did suggest that 
the project could be convert-
ed into a revenue-generating 
one like a MICE (Meetings, 
Incentives, Conferences and 

Exhibitions) hub or a venue 
for destination weddings.

After going through vari-
ous blocks of the palace, the 
Deputy Chief Minister ex-
pressed concern over the ex-
travagance of the palace and 
the exorbitant amount that 
went behind its construc-
tion, violating environmental 
norms. 

While going through the 
blocks, Pawan Kalyan noticed 
that part of the false ceilings 
wore off and in other areas, 
water leaks were spotted. He 
directed the officials con-
cerned to look into the repair 
works with immediate effect 
to prevent further damage to 
the building.  

Even the power consumed 
by the seven blocks, includ-
ing Vijayanagara block, com-
prising three units, Vengi 
block consisting of two units, 
Gajapathi block and Kalinga 
block, is costing lakhs per 
month for the government. 

However, with the exer-
cise to collect public opinion 
followed by the stakehold-
ers’ meeting of the hospital-
ity sector scheduled next, the 
move to convert the palatial 
building into an income-
generating project gains mo-
mentum.

After a long wait, Rushikonda 
palace to be put to use!

• Views of public, 
experts and 
businessmen to 
be considered for 
utilisting the facility

• For a long time, the 
Rushikonda structure 
could not be put to use 
for various reasons 

• The power consumed 
by the seven blocks of 
the palace is costing 
lakhs per month

A view of Rushikonda project in Visakhapatnam

Deputy Chief Minister K. Pawan Kalyan and Civil Supplies Minis-
ter Nadendla Manohar looking at the damaged false ceiling that 
fell on the floor during their recent visit to Rushikonda palace in 
Visakhapatnam

Hans News Service 
Tadepalli

THE Andhra Pradesh State 
Skill Development Corpo-
ration (APSSDC) and the 
Overseas Manpower Com-
pany Andhra Pradesh (OM-
CAP) in collaboration with 
2COMS, conducted recruit-
ment interviews at the OM-
CAP Office here on Monday 
for registered nurses aspiring 
to work with Doha Care Ser-
vices WLL Qatar.

A total of 61 candidates 
participated in the selection 
process, of which 27 regis-
tered nurses were shortlisted 

for overseas employment. 
The selected candidates will 
be placed in Doha, Qatar, un-
der a two-year contract with 
a monthly salary of QAR 
5,250 (approximately Rs 1.2 
lakh).

Manohar Devapatla, ex-
ecutive director of APSSDC 
and general manager of 
OMCAP, congratulated the 
shortlisted candidates and 
commended their profes-
sionalism and preparedness. 
He emphasised that such in-
ternational recruitment ini-
tiatives not only open global 
career pathways for nursing 
professionals from Andhra 
Pradesh but also strengthen 
the state’s commitment to 
enhancing skill development 
and global employability.

The collaborative recruit-
ment effort reflects the state’s 
continued focus on facilitat-
ing overseas employment 
opportunities and expanding 
career horizons for skilled 
professionals across sectors.

27 nurses shortlisted 
for employment in Qatar

• APSSDC and OMCAP, 
with 2COMS, hold 
recruitment interviews 
for nurses for Doha Care 
Services, Qatar

• Of 61 candidates, 
27 nurses have been 
shortlisted for a two-year 
contract in Doha, earning 
QAR 5,250 monthly 
(approx. Rs 1.2 lakh) 

• The initiative highlights 
state’s focus on global 
career opportunities and 
skill development for 
professionals

Hans News Service 
Tirupati

SRIKALAHASTI MLA Bojja-
la Sudhir Reddy dismissed al-
legations made in a viral selfie 
video reportedly recorded by 
the late driver of former Jana 
Sena leader Vinutha Kota, 
calling the video suspicious 
and politically motivated.

Addressing the media in 
New Delhi on Monday, Su-
dhir strongly refuted the 
claims and said he would meet 
the Tirupati superintendent of 
police to request an immedi-
ate comprehensive probe into 
the matter. He questioned the 
timing of the video’s appear-
ance, pointing out that it sur-
faced nearly four months after 
the driver’s death. Recalling 
his past political contests, Su-
dhir said that in the 2019 As-
sembly elections, he, Vinutha 
Kota, and Biyyapu Madhu-
sudhan Reddy had contested 
from Srikalahasti. “Vinutha 
lost her deposit after polling 
just 5,000 votes, while I se-
cured around 71,000 votes but 
still lost to the YSRCP wave 
that year,” he said. “In 2024, as 
the NDA alliance candidate, 
I won by a margin of 45,000 
votes. It is absurd to claim that 
I paid Rs 20 lakh to her driver 
for information when Vinutha 
was never a serious contender 
after 2019.”

Sudhir also cited findings 
from the Chennai police in-
vestigation, which, accord-
ing to him, established that 
Vinutha, her husband Chan-
drababu, and three associates 
had allegedly kidnapped and 

tortured the driver, identified 
as Ch Srinivasulu alias Ray-
udu, leading to his death. The 
group was reportedly caught 
while attempting to dump the 
body in the Cooum river, he 
said.

“After being released on 
conditional bail, Vinutha 
has now circulated Rayudu’s 
selfie video and her own clip 
to mislead the public and seek 
sympathy,” Sudhir alleged. He 
expressed doubts that Rayudu 
may have been coerced into 
recording the video under 
pressure. “I am open to any 
form of inquiry into this case,” 
he added.

It may be recalled that Ray-
udu’s body was found in the 
Cooum river near Chennai 
in July. 

The Seven Hills Police ar-
rested Vinutha, her husband, 
and three others — Siva Ku-
mar, Sheik Thasan, and Gopi 
— in connection with the 
murder. All five were later re-
leased on conditional bail.

The sudden emergence of 
the unverified selfie video on 
social media has once again 
ignited controversy, reviving 
tensions around the case and 
prompting renewed calls for 
investigation.

Srikalahasti MLA refutes viral 
video claims, demands full probe

Srikalahasti MLA B Sudhir 
Reddy speaking to the media 
in New Delhi on Monday

Hans News Service 
Guntur

HOME minister Vangalapudi 
Anitha announced that the 
state government, under the 
leadership of Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu, is 
developing an international-
standard Sports City in Am-
aravati to promote sports and 
fitness. She said the govern-
ment is committed to nur-
turing athletic excellence, 
ensuring police welfare, and 
achieving global sporting rec-
ognition for Andhra Pradesh.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the 2nd All India Police 
Weightlifting Cluster 2025–
26 competitions at the APSP 
6th Battalion on Monday, 
the minister said the Police 
Weightlifting Cluster reflects 
the strength, discipline, and 
teamwork of the police per-
sonnel. She added that the 
event would serve as a model 
platform for future national 
and international sports com-
petitions.

“The spirit of Amaravati’s 
Sports City begins here,” she 
remarked, highlighting the 
government’s vision for a 
strong sporting culture.

Expressing happiness over 
the inclusion of Yoga along-
side weightlifting and pow-
erlifting, Anitha said it sym-
bolizes India’s age-old culture 
of balance and wellness. She 
also recalled the state’s recent 
achievement of entering the 
Guinness World Records for 
organizing the ‘Yogandhra’ 
event in Visakhapatnam, 
which saw participation from 
over 3.2 lakh people.

Director general of police 
(DGP) Harish Kumar Gupta 
formally declared the national 
tournament open. A total of 
32 teams from various states, 

Union Territories, and Cen-
tral police organisations took 
part in the march-past.

Around 1,010 athletes are 
competing in weightlifting, 
powerlifting and Yoga events. 
The weightlifting and pow-
erlifting contests are being 
held at Acharya Nagarjuna 
University (ANU), Guntur, 
while the Yoga competitions 
are taking place at Vellore In-
stitute of Technology (VIT), 
Amaravati.

IG (welfare & sports) K V 
Mohan Rao and DIG An-
burajan also attended the pro-
gramme.

World-class sports city coming 
up in Amaravati: Home minister

Home minister V Anitha receiving a guard of honour from police 
at APSP 6th Battalion, Mangalagiri, on Monday.  DGP Harish 
Kumar Gupta is also seen.

 Hans News Service 
Tirupati/Vijayawada

THE ongoing probe into the 
fake liquor racket in Mu-
lakalacheruvu, Annamayya 
district, took a dramatic twist 
on Monday after a video al-
legedly featuring the prime 
accused, Addepalli Janard-
han Rao, went viral on so-
cial media. In the clip, Rao 
levelled serious accusations 
against former minister and 
YSRCP leader Jogi Ramesh, 
claiming the illegal liquor 
network operated under his 
watch.

In the video, Janardhan 

Rao alleged that the manu-
facture of counterfeit liquor 
began during the tenure of 
the previous government 
under Ramesh’s supervision. 
He claimed that in April this 
year, Ramesh allegedly in-
structed him to restart the 
operation to malign the im-
age of the current govern-
ment. According to Rao, the 
initial setup was planned in 
Ibrahimpatnam, but the lo-
cation was later shifted to the 
Thamballapalle constituency 
on Ramesh’s directions.

Rao further claimed that 
arrangements for the equip-
ment and premises were 
made under other names, 
and once preparations were 
complete, he was sent abroad. 
He alleged that the excise 
department raids were trig-
gered by leaks from Ramesh’s 
associates, aimed at discred-
iting the TDP government. 
He also maintained that his 

brother, Addepalli Jagan 
Mohan Rao, was wrongly 
framed, and clarified that 
suspended TD leader D Jay-
achandra Reddy, who was 
recently named as one of the 
accused, had no role in the 
case.

Also, excise officials ar-
rested another suspect, 
Chaitanya Babu, an employ-
ee of Andhra Wines in Pedda 
Thippa Samudram mandal, 
who was produced before the 
Thamballapalle court. Au-
thorities said 22 people have 
been named in the case so far, 
with 14 arrests made as the 
investigation continues.

Meanwhile, in the wake of 
the controversy, YSRCP lead-
ers and activists staged large-
scale protests in Nagari and 
Chandragiri on Monday, rais-
ing slogans against the ruling 
coalition. Speaking at the 
rally in Nagari, former min-
ister RK Roja condemned the 

rising deaths linked to spu-
rious liquor. She demanded 
a CBI investigation into the 
manufacture and distribu-
tion of fake liquor, alleging 
that the mafia thrived under 
the coalition government’s 
protection. She later submit-
ted a memorandum to the 
Nagari Excise Circle Inspec-
tor, urging immediate action 
to prevent further casualties 
among innocent citizens.

In Chandragiri, YSRCP 
leader Chevireddy Mohith 
Reddy also demanded that 
the entire case be handed 
over to the CBI, pointing out 
that many of those caught in 
the Mulakalacheruvu racket 
were allegedly linked to the 
ruling TDP. He, along with 
local leaders, women, and 
party workers, presented a 
petition to Excise officials 
calling for a deeper probe 
into the nexus behind the 
fake liquor network.

FAKE LIQUOR 

Jogi Ramesh behind plot to tarnish govt, says kingpin
• A viral video of prime 

accused Addepalli 
Janardhan Rao alleges 
that former minister and 
YSRCP leader Ramesh 
oversaw the fake liquor 
network and ordered 
its revival to tarnish the 
current govt’s image 

• States that the excise 
raids were triggered by 
leaks from Ramesh’s 
associates, aimed at 
discrediting the TDP rule 

• Excise officials arrest 
another suspect, 
Chaitanya Babu, 
while confirming 
that 22 people have 
been named and 14 
arrested so far in the 
Mulakalacheruvu fake 
liquor case

Former minister RK Roja leading a rally in Nagari on Monday 

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

YSRCP staged statewide 
protests on Monday against 
the alleged sale of spurious 
liquor. The agitation sought 
to expose what the party 
termed as corruption in the 
coalition government’s liq-
uor policies and the alleged 
involvement of ruling TDP 
leaders in the illicit liquor 
trade.

“We have launched a 
statewide protest today 
against the rampant sale 
of spurious liquor across 
Andhra Pradesh,” the YS-
RCP said in a press release. 
Former Rajahmundry MP 
Margani Barath alleged that 
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu had turned 
Andhra Pradesh into a “den 
for the liquor mafia,” claim-
ing that fake liquor factories 
were operating like small-

scale industries. 
He further alleged that 

spurious liquor was being 
sold at cheaper prices to 
earn crores of rupees, put-
ting the lives of the poor at 
risk. According to the oppo-
sition party, demonstrations 
were held in front of excise 
department offices across 
constituencies, where peti-
tions were submitted to pro-
hibition and excise officials. 

The YSRCP demanded a 
thorough investigation into 
all bars, liquor shops, and 
belt (illegal) outlets, and 
urged a Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) probe 
to identify those behind the 
spurious liquor network. 
The party also sought com-
pensation for victims’ fami-
lies, immediate cancellation 
of licenses of illegal outlets, 
and strict enforcement 
against liquor sales near 
schools and public places.

YSRCP stages statewide 
stir against spurious liquor

YSRCP activists stage a protest against alleged sale of spuri-
ous liquor in Pulivendula on Monday 
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Deshpande mocks Cong govt’s guarantee schemes; CM seeks clarification
Hans News Service   

Karwar

SENIOR Congress leader 
and veteran MLA R.V. 
Deshpande took a sarcas-
tic dig at his own party’s 
much-publicized guaran-
tee schemes, saying that if 
he were the Chief Minister, 
he would not have imple-
mented such populist pro-
grams. Speaking at an event 
in Dandeli, the Haliyal MLA 
humorously commented on 
the government’s welfare 
initiatives, triggering loud 
laughter from the audience.

“Our Congress govern-

ment has launched too 
many guarantee schemes 
in the name of helping the 
poor. Women are given 
�2,000 each month, and 
with the free bus scheme, 
every KSRTC bus is now 
filled with women. Wher-
ever you see — in buses or 
temples — there are only 
women. These days, it’s 
hard to find even four men 
traveling in a government 
bus,” Deshpande quipped, 
prompting laughter from 
those present.

Taking the jibe further, 
Deshpande mocked Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah’s 

spree of welfare programs, 
saying, “These are all Siddar-
amaiah’s creations — Gruha 
Lakshmi, Gruha Jyothi, and 
Anna Bhagya schemes. Un-
der Anna Bhagya, 10 kg of 
rice is given free, and now 
instead of the extra 5 kg rice, 
they are planning to give 
Indira food kits contain-
ing items like toor dal and 
groceries. People are selling 
those kits in the market!” he 
said with a smirk.

Deshpande’s remarks 
caused a wave of laughter 
among the attendees, as he 
continued, “I myself don’t 
know what all Siddaramaiah 

is doing. We are very close 
to him, but still, even we 
don’t understand his plans.”

  MLA R.V. Deshpande 
received a call from Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah 
seeking clarification.  Ac-
cording to sources, Desh-
pande will travel from Hub-
balli to Bengaluru tonight at 
8 PM to meet the CM, with 
the discussion expected ei-
ther tonight or tomorrow.

Clarifying his position 
through a media release, 
Deshpande stated, “My re-
marks were misunderstood. 
In the Dandeli meeting, I 
did not speak against the 

guarantee schemes. On the 
contrary, I have praised the 
state government’s initia-
tives. I acknowledged that 
experienced leaders like 
Siddaramaiah have intro-
duced these welfare pro-
grams for the benefit of the 
poor, which reflects their 
capability.”

He further emphasized, 
“My comments were never 
intended to criticize the 
schemes or the CM’s peo-
ple-centric governance. I 
did not imply that the guar-
antee schemes have caused 
financial strain to the gov-
ernment. It is unfortunate 

that my words were misin-
terpreted.” The call from the 
CM underscores the sen-
sitivity of statements made 
by party legislators, par-
ticularly on high-visibility 
programs like the guarantee 
schemes, which have been 
highlighted as a cornerstone 
of the government’s welfare 
agenda.

Deshpande’s clarifica-
tion is seen as an effort to 
maintain party unity and 
avoid any political friction 
ahead of ongoing discus-
sions within the Congress 
regarding welfare policies 
and their implementation.

NAMMA METRO CORRIDOR ‘CASUALTIES’

Hans News Service 
Bengaluru

UNDER Phase 3 of the Nam-
ma Metro project, construc-
tion of the new metro line 
from JP Nagar 4th Phase to 
Hebbal Kempapura will re-
sult in the felling of over a 
thousand trees. The BMRCL 
(Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration Limited) has now 
received official approval to 
cut 1,092 trees for this cor-
ridor.

The project, spanning 
44.65 km, includes two main 
routes — JP Nagar 4th Phase 
to Hebbal Kempapura (Cor-
ridor 1) and Hosahalli to 
Kadabagere (Corridor 2). 
As per the Detailed Project 
Report (DPR), an estimated 
11,137 trees were likely to be 
affected. However, officials 
have decided to remove only 
those directly obstructing 
the metro line and stations, 
while relocating the rest.

Bengaluru has already lost 

thousands of trees to various 
infrastructure works such as 
flyovers, suburban rail pro-
jects, and road widening. As 
the city expands rapidly, its 
green cover continues to de-
cline year after year.

The 10.88 km stretch 
from JP Nagar 4th Phase to 
Mysuru Road will feature a 
double-decker flyover carry-
ing both vehicles and metro 
trains. Stations will come 

up at JP Nagar 4th Phase, 
JP Nagar 5th Phase, JP Na-
gar, Kadirenahalli, Kamakya 
Junction, Hosakerehalli, 
Dwarakanagar, and Mysuru 
Road.

Traffic congestion along 
the Outer Ring Road has 
crossed limits, making travel 
difficult for commuters. The 
new metro line aims to ease 
congestion and improve mo-
bility. The Rs15,617 crore 

project is progressing stead-
ily, with land acquisition al-
ready underway. Of the total 
stretch, 37.121 km will have a 
double-decker structure.

BMRCL had submitted a 
proposal to the BBMP Forest 
Division seeking permission 
to clear 2,184 trees that ob-
struct the metro alignment, 
stations, and adjoining road 
works. After field inspection, 
the Forest Expert Commit-
tee suggested minor route 
adjustments, allowing 686 
trees to be retained. Approval 
has now been granted to cut 
1,092 trees and transplant 
406 elsewhere.

Additionally, permission 
has been sought to remove 
2,175 trees between Mysuru 
Road and Kanteerava Stu-
dio for related infrastructure 
works.

Tree Species Affected
The trees to be removed 

include Honge, Tabebuia, 
Eucalyptus, Gulmohar, Cher-
ry, Wild Almond, Mahogany, 

Coconut, Ashoka, Kadamba, 
Neem, Banyan, Jackfruit, 
Akasha Mallige, Nerale, 
Silk Cotton, Champa, Teak, 
Kanagale, Bilvapatre, and Sil-
ver Oak species.

Relocated trees will be re-
planted at designated spaces 
in KSRP Housing Complex 
(Marathahalli), Koramangala 
1st Block, and HSR Layout, 
managed by the BBMP For-
est Division, with all expens-
es borne by BMRCL.

For every tree cut or re-
located, ten saplings will be 
planted as compensation. 
All tree-felling and planting 
activities are under the direct 
supervision of the Karnataka 
High Court. The BMRCL 
will submit a compliance af-
fidavit before beginning any 
tree cutting.

“Trees will be removed 
only after the court’s ap-
proval,” confirmed GK Su-
darshan, Deputy Conserva-
tor of Forests, BBMP Forest 
Division.

1,092 trees to be axed from 
JP Nagar to Hebbal Kempapura

Hans News Service  
Mangaluru

 
AS the festive season ap-
proaches, the Karnataka 
State Pollution Control Board 
(KSPCB) has urged citizens 
to celebrate responsibly, pro-
moting eco-friendly practices 
such as using clay Ganapati 
idols and green fireworks.

Chairman Narendra 
Swamy highlighted that tra-
ditional celebrations, while 
culturally significant, often 
generate significant environ-
mental pollution, especially 

through synthetic idols and 
chemical-laden firecrack-
ers. The board is advocating 
for the use of biodegradable 
materials and environmen-
tally safe products, stressing 
the importance of preserving 
water bodies and reducing air 
pollution.

Swamy encouraged com-
munities and local organisers 
to adopt sustainable practices 
during Ganesh Chaturthi and 
other festivals, citing suc-
cessful examples of “green” 
celebrations in urban and 
rural areas. Schools, religious 

institutions, and social or-
ganisations have been called 
upon to create awareness 
campaigns to educate citizens 
about eco-conscious festival 
planning.The KSPCB has also 
launched a campaign across 
social media platforms, pro-
viding guidelines on safe idol 
immersion and promoting 
eco-friendly alternatives to 
reduce post-festival waste. 
Swamy noted that embracing 
these practices will protect 
the environment while keep-
ing cultural traditions alive 
for future generations. 

‘Celebrate festivals in 
an eco-friendly way’

On CM change speculation

Hans News Service   
Bengaluru

AMID growing specula-
tion over a possible change 
in leadership in Karnataka, 
Home Minister Dr. G. Para-
meshwara on Sunday stated 
that the Congress high com-
mand may once again seek 
the opinion of MLAs if it 
considers replacing the Chief 
Minister. However, he also 
indicated that the high com-
mand could choose not to 
consult them, depending on 
its decision.

Speaking to reporters near 
his Sadashivanagar residence, 
Parameshwara reacted to 
Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 

Shivakumar’s recent state-
ment that the selection of 
the Chief Minister is entirely 
a decision of the high com-
mand and not of the MLAs. 
“It is true that the high com-
mand has the final say, but 
MLAs’ opinions also matter. 
After the party wins, the lead-
er is chosen based on legisla-
tors’ support. The high com-
mand usually sends observers 
to collect their opinions and 
prepare a report,” he said.

Recalling past develop-
ments, he pointed out that 
even Siddaramaiah’s first ap-
pointment as Chief Minis-
ter in 2013 was based on the 
MLAs’ opinions gathered by 
the observers. “The same pro-

cess can be followed this time 
as well, or the high command 
can decide without seeking 
opinions. It is entirely up to 
them,” he added.

When asked about his 
own aspirations for the top 
post, Parameshwara subtly 
confirmed his interest while 
maintaining loyalty to the 
party.

“I had said it casually — 
everyone can aspire to be 
Chief Minister. Whoever the 
high command chooses, we 
will stand by that decision. 
D.K. Shivakumar and Sid-
daramaiah are in the first line, 
and we are in the second line. 
That’s all,” he said, indirectly 
acknowledging his ambi-

tion.On the controversy sur-
rounding Minister Priyank 
Kharge’s letter demanding a 
ban on RSS activities in gov-
ernment premises, Paramesh-
wara said he was unaware of 
the letter but assured it would 
be examined if it comes be-
fore his department. “If such 
a proposal reaches us, we will 
examine its pros and cons be-
fore making any decision,” he 
remarked.

Defending his presence at 
an ABVP event, Paramesh-
wara clarified, “I did not par-
ticipate in the program; I only 
folded my hands in respect 
when the procession passed 
by. Is it wrong to pay respect 
to Abbakka? I had already 

clarified this earlier.”
Responding to R.V. Desh-

pande’s claim that develop-
ment has slowed under the 
Congress government, Para-
meshwara countered, “The 
Chief Minister has visited 
every district, laying founda-
tion stones worth thousands 
of crores, including �3,000 
crore projects in Tumakuru. 
Even guarantees have proper 
funding. How can one say 
development is stagnant?” he 
said.

His remarks once again 
highlight the simmering ten-
sion within the Congress over 
leadership ambitions while 
the high command continues 
to maintain a guarded silence.

High command may seek MLAs’ opinion, hints Parameshwara 

Dharmasthala case

Hans News Service  
Mangaluru

THE probe into the contro-
versial Dharmasthala mass 
burials case intensified on 
Monday, with the Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
questioning Mallika, the 
complainant-witness and 
second wife of deceased 
Chinnayya, along with his 
sister Ratna.

Both were summoned 
to the SIT office in Belt-
hangady to clarify financial 
transactions and family-
level details that could help 
piece together missing 
links in the investigation. 
Sources said activists from 
the Sowjanya Movement 
had informed the SIT that 
Mallika was present when 
her husband visited activist 

Mahesh Shetty Thimarody.
The SIT is examining 

whether video clips show-
ing Chinnayya’s conver-
sations in Thimarody’s 

presence—which appear 
to differ from his state-
ments in court—suggest 
manipulation or suppres-
sion of evidence. The latest 

round of questioning aims 
to verify such discrepancies 
and establish the veracity of 
statements made by the wit-
nesses. 

SIT grills Chinnayya’s wife, 
sister in mass burial probe

Hans News Service  
Mangaluru 

BJP MLA Vedavyas Kamath 
here today, criticised Con-
gress leaders Priyank Kharge 
and B.K. Hariprasad for de-
manding a ban on Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
activities, accusing them of 
trying to please Rahul Gan-
dhi and appease Muslim vot-
ers. “Priyank Kharge holds 
a ministerial post due to his 
father’s name, not merit,” 
Kamath said.  Defending the 
RSS, he urged critics to attend 
its shakhas and witness how 
volunteers dedicate them-
selves to the nation. Recalling 
history, he said even Nehru 
praised RSS volunteers during 
the 1962 war, and Indira Gan-
dhi paid homage in Parlia-
ment to the organisation’s sec-
ond chief, Guruji Golwalkar. 
Kamath added that RSS vol-
unteers are always at the fore-
front during natural disasters 
like floods or earthquakes.

Cong leaders insulting 
RSS to please Rahul, 

minority voters: 
MLA Kamath

ENGALURU:   The city’s most 
anticipated festive celebra-
tion, Forum South BLR Fest, 
returns for its 3rd edition with 
the exciting theme “Back to 
the Future.” The highlight of 
this year’s celebration is the 
unveiling of the world’s larg-
est 40ft walk-through gramo-
phone. From its towering horn 
to intricate design motifs, the 
installation reimagines the 
gramophone as an immer-
sive retro-futuristic wonder-
land—where nostalgia blends 
seamlessly with imagination. 
Built over 15 days by a team 
of 20 skilled artisans, the in-
stallation required 3,500 man-
hours of craftsmanship and 
attention to detail. The gramo-
phone celebrates the cultural 
revolutions of the ’70s, ’80s, 
and ’90s, evoking memories 
of mixtapes, family gatherings, 
and timeless conversations 
that music inspired across 
generations.

Forum South BLR 
Fest 2025 unveils 

world’s largest 40ft 
Gramophone

Hans News Service 
Bengaluru

KARNATAKA has wit-
nessed a sharp decline in 
liquor sales following multi-
ple price hikes implemented 
by the Congress government 
over the past year. Accord-
ing to half-yearly data from 
the Excise Department, liq-
uor sales in the state have 
failed to recover and have 
dropped significantly com-
pared to the previous two 
years.

Between April and Sep-
tember 2023, around 352.83 
lakh boxes of IML (In-
dian Made Liquor) were 
sold. This figure dropped 
to 345.76 lakh boxes in the 
same period in 2024, and 
further to 342.93 lakh boxes 
in 2025 — a decline of 2.83 
lakh boxes from last year. 
Retailers estimate that over-
all liquor sales have fallen by 
15 to 20 percent compared 
to the previous year.

Beer sales have also taken 
a severe hit. During April–
September 2024, 242.73 
lakh boxes of beer were sold, 
while the same period in 
2025 saw sales fall to 195.27 
lakh boxes, marking a re-
duction of 47.46 lakh boxes 
or 19.55 percent.

Dealers report that beer 
sales have been consistently 
declining every month. Beer 
lovers, too, have expressed 
frustration over the steep 
price increase. “Earlier, we 
could enjoy three beers at 
a time, but now we can af-
ford only one,” said a regular 
drinker named Upendra, 
adding that a beer should be 
priced at �100.

Liquor sales dip sharply in K’taka 
after consecutive price hikes
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Mamata’s utterances unbecoming of a woman

IN the aftermath of the shocking incident of a 23-year-old 
MMBS student’s gang rape in West Bengal’s Durgapur, the in-

sensitive and irresponsible comments by Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee, who tried to shift the blame on the student, and 
questioned the rationale for coming out of the campus in the 
midnight was baffling. This amounts to encouraging anti-social 
elements and soft-pedalling of those involved in the crime, who 
are on the prowl to outrage the modesty of unsuspecting wom-
en. The State has become a den for rapes and political murders 
under the TMC government. Mamata Banerjee being a woman 
herself has failed to fathom the sensitivity of the situation and is 
oblivious of the agony of the victim and her anguished family. 
The state is perennially in the news for all the wrong reasons 
with the active connivance of Mamata Banerjee and her Trina-
mool Congress party.

K R Venkata Narasimhan, Madurai
 

Mamata must resign

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee is behav-
ing as if she is not accountable for the safety and security 

of the people of her State. This is evidenced in the wake of the 
midnight gang-rape of a medical college student in Durgapur 
and her disgusting reaction to the incident. Wondering why 
the student had come out at such a time was a lame explana-
tion and unbecoming of a Chief Minister. She should emulate 
the efficiency with which Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath is handling and rounding up anti-social and rowdy 
elements. It is time Banerjee resigns as the state’s Chief minister 
owning moral responsibility for heinous crime.

S Lakshmi, Hyderabad
 

 A beacon of sustainability

I wish to applaud the Sri Varaha Lakshmi Narasimha temple 
in Simhachalam for its exemplary commitment to environ-

mental sustainability. This ancient shrine has set a remarkable 
precedent by seamlessly integrating eco-conscious practices 
into its sacred rituals. The temple’s initiatives, such as adopting 
renewable energy, efficient waste management, and water con-
servation, are truly commendable. The introduction of electric 
buses and rainwater harvesting systems demonstrates a signifi-
cant step towards reducing its carbon footprint. The strict ban 
on single-use plastics and promotion of biodegradable alterna-
tives are practices that can be emulated by other religious in-
stitutions. Under the visionary leadership of Trust Chairman 
Ashok Gajapathi Raju, Simhachalam has become a model for 
sustainable pilgrimage infrastructure. His mantra, “Conserving 
nature is the true offering to the divine,” resonates deeply in to-
day’s environmentally conscious world. By working together, we 
can ensure a greener future for the future generations.

Raju Kolluru, Kakinada
 

Approach Afghan issue cautiously

This has reference to your editorial ‘Pak’s idiotic ‘strategic 
depth’ policy is killing its own soldiers’. When the US troops 

left Afghanistan in August 2021, there was jubilation in the mili-
tary and political circles of Pakistan that they had another Islam-
ist ally to fight against the ‘kafirs’ in the world, with a distinct 
and unmissable focus on India. The PAF helped liberate one of 
the provinces, Taloqon, tucked away in the mountains and im-
pregnable, to make the job easy for the Taliban. The tables are 
turned against such strategic doctrine dreamt by Pakistan. India 
under any regime in Afghanistan has been helping that coun-
try, whenever natural calamities struck on purely humanitarian 
considerations. However, there is a need for India to evolve a 
cautious approach, since a country believing in ‘sharia’- not be-
lieving in women’s right for education and social justice, can be 
enigmatic.

K V Raghuram, Wayanad
 

 Streamline RTI Act on a priority basis

IT has been 20 years since the RTI Act was enacted on October 
12, 2005. In these two decades it has emerged as one of inde-

pendent India’s most powerful tools for promoting transparency 
and accountability in governance. Citizens across the country 
have used it to expose corruption, ensure timely delivery of pub-
lic services, and make government institutions more responsive. 
However, despite these successes, several challenges threaten the 
enduring effectiveness of this landmark law - increasing delays 
in responses by Public Information Officers, misuse of exemp-
tion clauses, harassment of RTI applicants, and lack of awareness 
among the rural population are eroding its intended impact. 
Furthermore, recent attempts to dilute certain provisions, such 
as the tenure and autonomy of Information Commissioners, 
raise concerns about weakening its enforcement. It is impera-
tive that both the government and civil society work together to 
strengthen RTI implementation through better infrastructure, 
protection for whistleblowers, and public awareness campaigns. 
Only then can the spirit of transparency envisioned in the Act 
be truly realized.

Sajid Farooq, Kurnool AP

LETTERS
SOMETHING seems to be seri-

ously wrong with West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. 
Notorious for her virulent verbal at-
tacks on her adversaries right from 
the time she shot to fame on the po-
litical firmament by spitting venom 
at CPM, she has periodically drawn 
flak for the manner she plays her 
cards, especially when her utteranc-
es result in severe backlash from all 
quarters, including the public. Driv-
en to the wall, she has invariably 
reacted with customary ‘I have been 
wrongly quoted’ or ‘deliberately dis-
torted’ pretexts. It is a different thing 
altogether that no one is buying her 
‘lame’ excuses. Quite ironically, she 
seems unaware that pointing an ac-

cusing finger at opposition leaders is 
quite different from reacting to hei-
nous crimes like rape-murder and 
gang-rapes happening in her own 
state. Her sordid comments after a 
23-year-old second-year MBBS stu-
dent at a private medical college in 
Durgapur was gang-raped around 
midnight on Sunday, is not only 
condemnable but hugely deplorable. 
Her reaction “How was she out at 
12.30 am?”, has left outraged sec-
tions in the nation aghast because of 
her typical senseless blabber, which 
is unbecoming of a Chief Minister 
and a woman to boot.     

It is ironic that not only has she 
defended herself by stating that she 
was quoted “out of context”, and 

adding that the Bengal Police were 
taking all steps to track down the 
culprits, the Chief Minister has una-
bashedly shifted the blame on to the 
management of the private medical 
college where the victim, a Odisha 
native, is a student. Blaming the col-
lege for the “culture at night” that 
prevails, Banerjee quipped, “They 
(girl students) should not be allowed 
to come out. They must protect 
themselves. It is a forest area.”

Predictably, it has drawn criticism 
from all political parties, with the 
BJP accusing the Chief Minister of 
‘victim shaming’. Not one to take the 
blame, she tried to turn the tables by 
hitting out at the BJP government in 
Odisha, and brought up rape cases 

in the neighbouring state, Manipur, 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Wanting 
to know what action those state ad-
ministrations have taken against the 
perpetrators, Banerjee has exposed 
the double standards she employs. 
“Shameless @MamataOfficial a blot 
on womanhood, even more for be-
ing a CM. After RG Kar and Sand-
eshkhali, now this horrific case and 
instead of justice, she blames the 
victim!” is how BJP spokesperson 
Gaurav Bhatia has reacted in a post 
on X.

This is not the first time that 
women have been advised against 
going out at night by the Bengal 
government. The barbaric rape and 
murder of a doctor at Kolkata’s R.G. 

Kar Medical College on August 9, 
2024 saw the government issuing 
such guidelines and calling upon 
management to reduce night duty 
for women. “In Bengal we have zero 
tolerance (against such crimes), 
and I will appeal to the boys and 
girls who come to study here not to 
venture out at night. This is because 
the police are not aware of who is 
coming out of hostels and when?” 
Does she mean that girls from her 
own state are less vulnerable or is 
it that they get more protection. It 
is a ridiculous argument. Fear was 
writ large in the reaction of the fa-
ther of the student. “They could kill 
her here any moment. That’s why 
we want to take her back to Odisha. 
Trust has been lost. We don’t want 
her to stay in Bengal.” Miss Baner-
jee should know that there is no 
smoke without fire.

Didi shocks nation, lets down girls in WB

BENGALURU ONLINE
1,092 trees to be axed from 
JP Nagar to Hebbal Kempapura
BENGALURU: Under Phase 3 of the Namma Metro pro-
ject, construction of the new metro line from JP Nagar 4th 
Phase to Hebbal Kempapura will result in the felling of over 
a thousand trees. The BMRCL (Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration Limited) has now received official approval to cut 
1,092 trees for this corridor. The project, spanning 44.65 km, 
includes two main routes — JP Nagar 4th Phase to Hebbal 
Kempapura (Corridor 1) and Hosahalli to Kadabagere (Cor-
ridor 2). As per the Detailed Project Report (DPR), an esti-
mated 11,137 trees were likely to be affected. However, offi-
cials have decided to remove only those directly obstructing 
the metro line and stations, while relocating the rest.

Bengaluru has already lost thousands of trees to various 
infrastructure works such as flyovers, suburban rail pro-
jects, and road widening. As the city expands rapidly, its 
green cover continues to decline year after year. The 10.88 
km stretch from JP Nagar 4th Phase to Mysuru Road will 
feature a double-decker flyover carrying both vehicles and 
metro trains. Stations will come up at JP Nagar 4th Phase, JP 
Nagar 5th Phase, JP Nagar, Kadirenahalli, Kamakya Junc-
tion, Hosakerehalli, Dwarakanagar, and Mysuru Road.

Read more at 
https://epaper.thehansindia.com

19(1)(a) expression-Fear of weaponization haunts media fraternity

Dr Madabhushi  
Sridhar Acharyulu

T
HE fear of laws being 
used to suppress free 
speech—a phenom-

enon known as the “chill-
ing effect”—is a growing 
global concern. Authorities 
and powerful private enti-
ties may weaponize vague 
or disproportionate laws to 
intimidate journalists, activ-
ists, and ordinary citizens 
who express critical or dis-
senting views.

It is weaponizing the law.  
It can be a more constant, 
haunting fear that is always 
present, even if the specific 
event isn’t around the cor-
ner but near about. Critics 
fear the government could 
use the law’s vague provi-
sions to selectively target 
media organizations that are 
critical, sometimes even pe-
nal provisions of Act, espe-
cially the DPDP Act, 2023.

In 2023, amendments to 
India’s IT rules granting the 
government power to estab-
lish fact-checking units to 
censor online content were 
struck down by a court. 
Critics argued the rule gave 
the government excessive 
power to control speech re-
lated to its affairs.

Fear of legal repercus-
sions causes individuals to 
self-censor and refrain from 
expressing legitimate views, 
stifling public debate and 
the “marketplace of ideas” 
essential for a healthy de-
mocracy. The intimidation 

of the press and civil soci-
ety by weaponizing the law 
weakens public scrutiny and 
accountability, potentially 
allowing governments to be-
come unaccountable to their 
citizens and mark erosion of 
human rights. The suppres-
sion of free expression often 
facilitates further human 
rights abuses by removing 
one of the most effective 
tools for exposing wrongdo-
ing.

The Act allows the cen-
tral government to exempt 
its agencies from key provi-
sions in the interest of India’s 
sovereignty, security, and 
public order. Critics contend 
these exemptions are broad, 
vague, and lack safeguards, 
potentially enabling mass 
state surveillance.

While celebrating two 
decades of Right to Infor-
mation (RTI), the fear of 
abuse of freedom of speech 
and expression when rules 
are implemented in Sec-
tion 44(3) of the DPDP Act, 
as especially section 44(3) 
amended Section 8(1) (j) of 
the RTI Act. The amend-
ment removes this public 
interest test, potentially pre-
venting information about 
public servants involved in 
wrongdoing from being dis-
closed, thereby impacting 
the Data law.

Journalists argue that the 
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection (DPDP) Act as it 
stands, could severely im-
pact press freedom by crim-
inalising routine reporting, 
requiring consent for news 
coverage, and threatening 
source confidentiality. The 
ill consequences are ex-
plained by Justice A P Shah.

Significant Data Fiduci-
ary (SDF) status: Media or-
ganizations that handle large 
datasets, like electoral rolls, 
could be designated as “Sig-
nificant Data Fiduciaries,” 
facing increased regulatory 
scrutiny and burdens. Prob-

lem is why should the Gov-
ernment ignore ‘exemption 
to expression’? Reasons are:

In the 2018, 2019, and 
2021 versions of the data 
protection bill, exemptions 
were provided for journal-
istic purposes. The Justice 
Srikrishna Committee Re-
port on Data Protection 
(2018) and the 2012 Group 
of Experts on Privacy head-
ed by Justice AP Shah had 
also recommended exemp-
tions for journalistic pur-
poses. Why was the jour-
nalistic exemption removed 
from the final version of the 
DPDP Bill, which was en-
acted in August 2023?

If in the opinion of the 
ministry, no explicit exemp-
tion for journalistic purpos-
es is required as the law does 
not to apply to journalistic 
work, which are the specific 
sections of the DPDP Act, 
2023, that safeguard rights 
of entities and individuals 
and exempt them from ob-

ligations of data fiduciary if 
they are processing personal 
information for journalistic 
purposes? Please provide a 
list of such sections and an 
explanation on how they 
protect journalistic work.

Since the enactment of 
the RTI Act in 2005, infor-
mation accessed under the 
law has become a crucial 
source for journalists and 
media. There are innumer-
able examples of important 
journalistic work in public 
interest which are based 
on records accessed under 
the RTI Act. Why was Sec-
tion 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act 
amended through the DPDP 
Act to expand the scope of 
information exempt from 
disclosure?

Similarly, if in the opinion 
of the ministry, the right to 
access information under 
the RTI Act remains un-
changed despite the changes 
made to Section 8(1)(j) 
through the DPDP Act be-

cause of the existence of Sec-
tion 8(2) of the RTI Act, why 
was the RTI Act amended?

Data Act of Section 44(3) 
substitutes RTI Act Section 
8(1)(j), making all personal 
data exempt from disclosure 
without the earlier public-
interest override (see ex-
planatory note). How will 
MEITY prevent this from 
hollowing out journalists’ 
access to corruption-related 
records?

Meanwhile, journalists’ 
bodies show two serious 
problems in S 7: It states 
that personal data of a “data 
principal” can be used only 
for the “specified purpose”. 
In such a case, how do these 
scenarios pan out for jour-
nalists and media organisa-
tions?

Suppose a person in-
volved in journalistic activ-
ity is working on a story on 
denial of ration cards to peo-
ple of a certain region due 
to mismatch with Aadhaar 
data and collects personal 
data of the affected people 
such as name, age, and place 
for identifying the extent of 
the problems. It raises some 
questions:

Is such journalist required 
to take “informed consent” 
from each individual for 
processing this raw data and 
using it in a coherent tabular 
format in an article to high-
light the systemic problem 
in the public interest?

Second critical situation:
Suppose, a few months 

down the line, it emerges 
that starvation deaths have 
occurred in the same region 
due to lack of access to food 
and the previously collected 
data is used to establish 
a causal link between the 
deaths and problems with 
Aadhaar data, is the person 
involved in journalistic ac-
tivity or the media organi-
sation required to obtain 
fresh consent?

44(3) of DPDP  
killed RTI:

The Right to Information 
Act 2005, Section 8(1) (j) 
information which relates 
to personal information the 
disclosure of which has no 
relationship to any public 
activity or interest is itself 
can protect the RTI with-
out any recent amendments 
by the Parliament. Unfor-
tunately, Section 44(3) of 
Data law substitutes RTI 
Act Section 8(1)(j), making 
all personal data exempt 
from disclosure without 
the earlier public-interest 
override. How will MEITY 
prevent this from hollow-
ing out journalists’ access to 
corruption-related records?

Journalistic work at times 
requires sharing and storing 
of documents, including 
those containing personal 
information, across nation-
al borders and jurisdictions. 
At times, such documents 
are provided by whistle-
blowers and therefore re-
quire measures to ensure 
confidentiality, including in 
the storage and processing 
of such information which 
may entail the use of secure 
servers located outside In-
dian jurisdiction. Various 
sections place restrictions 
on transfer of personal 
data including Section 16 
of the DPDP Act. How will 
processing and storage of 
information outside India 
for journalistic purposes be 
protected?

The memorandum calls 
for journalists and media 
outlets to be excluded from 
the powers under Sections 
28 and 36 that allow gov-
ernment agencies to access 
sensitive or confidential 
journalistic material

 (The writer is a former 
Central Information Com-

missioner, and presently 
Professor, School of Law, 

Mahindra University,  
Hyderabad)

Journalists argue that the Digital 
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act 

as it stands, could severely impact 
press freedom by criminalising routine 
reporting, requiring consent for news 

coverage, and threatening source 
confidentiality. The ill consequences 

are explained by Justice A P Shah.

RUSANMED, an ini-
tiative by Rusan Health-

care, has released the find-
ings of its latest independent 
survey on pain management 
in India, shedding light on 
the pressing challenges and 
systemic gaps that continue 
to impede effective pain care 
delivery in the country.

Conducted this year, the 
survey reached out to 1,000 
medical professionals, of 
which 746 doctors respond-
ed, marking a significant 
rise from 350 respondents 
in 2024.

The participation spanned 
across multiple pain speci-
alities, such as anaesthesia, 
pain and palliative care, 
orthopaedics, gynaecology, 
neurology, and surgery, pro-
viding a well-rounded un-
derstanding of the current 
state of pain care.

The survey is aimed at 
understanding from the 
medical community’s per-
spective, the barriers, un-
met needs, and possible 
pathways to strengthen pain 
management in India.

Nearly 44 per cent of the 
respondents strongly agreed 
that pain management 
needs to be recognised and 
formalised as a dedicated 
medical speciality within 

the healthcare system. Lack 
of awareness, limited edu-
cation, and the absence of 
specialised pain clinics were 
seen as the primary obsta-
cles to achieving effective 
pain care. Around 44.4 per 
cent of doctors identified 
lack of awareness and edu-
cation as the biggest barrier, 
while 34.6 per cent cited lack 
of specialised pain clinics as 
a major concern. Around 
46.6 percent of respondents 
highlighted the need for 
structured education and 
training programmes, estab-
lishment of comprehensive 
pain management centres, 
public awareness initiatives, 
and evidence-based clinical 
guidelines. Also highlighted 
was the delayed health-seek-
ing behaviour at the patient 
level. About 47.3 per cent of 
doctors said patients often 
delay getting assessed for 
their pain.

Access to pain manage-
ment services in rural and 
underserved regions re-
mains severely limited. 
More than half the respond-
ents (52.3 per cent) felt that 
such services were mostly 
unavailable or inadequate, 
while 30.8 per cent stated 
that services were only par-
tially available. The top three 

gaps identified were lack of 
trained healthcare profes-
sionals (52.8 per cent), in-
sufficient patient awareness 
(48 per cent), and absence 
of dedicated pain clinics (43 
percent). This has resulted 
in a growing trend of patient 
migration to urban centres 
for pain relief.

The survey also brought 
to light a critical concern — 
the lack of awareness and 
access to appropriate pain 
management options, which 
often leads patients to resort 
to self-medication. A sig-
nificant number of patients 
attempt to manage pain on 
their own before consulting 
a doctor.

The most common choic-
es include over-the-counter 
oral analgesics (69.6 per 
cent), pain balms or topical 

applications (49.3 per cent), 
and herbal or home rem-
edies (39.1 per cent).

Interestingly, telemedi-
cine has emerged as a po-
tential solution to address 
rural pain management 
gaps. About 41.3 per cent of 
respondents rated it as ef-
fective and another 20.1 per 
cent as very effective in ex-
tending pain care access to 
underserved areas. The sur-
vey also revealed that mul-
timodal therapy (47.6 per 
cent) and patient education 
and counselling (36.7 per 
cent) were considered the 
most successful pain man-
agement strategies by partic-
ipating doctors. To enhance 
access and awareness in Tier 
2 and Tier 3 cities, the top 
suggestions included local 
training programmes for 

general physicians, estab-
lishing regional pain clinics 
and government support for 
affordable pain medications.

Despite the growing need, 
several doctors are refrain-
ing from pursuing pain 
management as a speciality. 
The reasons cited include 
lack of formal training op-
portunities, perceived low 
financial viability and lim-
ited institutional support in 
managing chronic pain cas-
es. Commenting on the sur-
vey findings, Malavika Kau-
ra Saxena, CMO at Rusan 
Healthcare, said, “Through 
this one-of-a-kind nation-
wide survey by RusanMed, 
we sought to capture the 
real voices of doctors across 
India and highlight the sys-
temic challenges they face 
in addressing pain. We hope 
these insights will spark dia-
logue among policymakers, 

healthcare providers, and 
stakeholders to bring pain 
management to the fore-
front of India’s healthcare 
agenda. Our commitment is 
to continue enabling knowl-
edge, driving awareness, 
and fostering collaborations 
that can improve access and 
outcomes for patients every-
where.”

Notably, the representa-
tion was geographically di-
verse with 42.1 per cent of 
respondents from Tier 2 cit-
ies, 40.1 per cent from Tier 1 
cities, 14.6 percent from Tier 
3 towns, and 6.4 per cent 
from rural and underserved 
regions.

The majority had between 
five to ten years of clinical 
experience (33.9 per cent), 
followed by those with 11 to 
20 years (23.9 per cent) and 
less than five years (23.3 per 
cent).

Pain specialists highlight barriers in awareness, access, and training
Interestingly, telemedicine has emerged as 

a potential solution to address rural pain 
management gaps. To enhance access and 
awareness in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities, the top 

suggestions included local training programmes 
for general physicians, establishing regional pain 

clinics and government support for affordable 
pain medications
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Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

KS Viswanathan took 
charge as the director of 
the information and public 
relations (I&PR) depart-
ment of Andhra Pradesh on 
Monday at the state I&PR 
office located in the NTR 
Administration Block here.

Following the govern-
ment’s transfer of the pre-
vious director, Himanshu 
Shukla, as district collector 
of Nellore, the department’s 
additional charge was tem-

porarily assigned to Pra-
khar Jain.

 Subsequently, the gov-
ernment issued orders ap-
pointing Viswanathan, who 

was serving as commis-
sioner of the Visakhapat-
nam Metropolitan Region 
Development Authority 
(VMRDA), as the new di-
rector of the I&PR depart-
ment.

An IAS officer known 
for his administrative ef-
ficiency, Viswanathan ear-
lier served in several key ca-
pacities, including assistant 
collector of Anantapur, sub-
collector of Narasapuram, 
and joint collector of 
Prakasam and Visakhapat-
nam districts.

Viswanathan takes 
charge as I &PR director

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

A six-day Faculty Development Pro-
gramme (FDP), sponsored by AICTE’s 
ATAL Academy, began on Monday at 
Vikas Group of Institutions, Nunna, 
Vijayawada Rural, NTR district. 

Themed ‘Recent Trends in Usage of 
Smart Materials & Advanced Manu-
facturing Techniques in Relevance to 
Industry 5.0,’ the event aims to bridge 
academia and industry. Prof Mamilla 
Ravi Shankar, Head of Mechanical En-
gineering at IIT Tirupati, inaugurated 
the programme as chief guest. 

He highlighted the importance of 
FDPs in keeping faculty updated with 
industrial advancements, emphasizing 

additive manufacturing’s transforma-
tive potential in modern production and 
its future impact on the manufacturing  
sector.

FDP coordinator Dr Ch Kishore 
Reddy noted that 50 faculty members 
from 21 institutions across Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana are participat-
ing. Over six days, seven experts from 
prestigious organizations, including IIT 
Tirupati, NIT Andhra Pradesh, ISRO, 
DRDO, NSEL, HCL Technologies, and 
APSCHE, will deliver lectures on ad-
vanced materials and manufacturing 
trends. Principal Dr PS Srinivas praised 
Dr Challa Kishore Reddy and Guru-
murthy for securing AICTE approval 
and sponsorship. Naredla Satyanaray-
ana Reddy, Secretary of Vikas Group, 
felicitated Prof Mamilla Ravi Shankar. 
Department heads and faculty attended 
the inaugural session, marking a strong 
start to the programme.

6-day faculty development programme begins
Sponsored by AICTE’s ATAL Academy the event aims to bridge academia and industry 

Prof Mamilla Ravi Shankar delivering 
his keynote address at the FPD of Vikas 
Group of Institutions near Vijayawada on 
Monday

Hans News Service 
Ongole

Dr Nidamanuri Surya Kaly-
an Chakravarti Viksit Bharat 
Trust conducted a Mega 
Medical Camp in collabora-
tion with KIMS Hospital and 
QIS College of Engineering 
and Technology at QISCET 
here on Monday.

BJP Cells’ co-convener in 
the state and founder of Dr 
NSKC Viksit Bharat Trust, 
Dr Nidamanuri Surya Kaly-
an Chakravarti, said that 
they are organising the medi-
cal camp inspired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
Viksit Bharat vision, empha-
sising education and health-

care. He said that the camp 
is part of his contributions to 
social welfare, and explained 
that they previously conduct-

ed a successful medical camp 
in Sarvereddipalam.

The trust representatives 
said that approximately 700 

drivers, workers, teachers, 
and students received free 
medical services, includ-
ing blood pressure, diabetes, 
cardiac, and eye examina-
tions. They said that required 
medicines were distributed 
free of cost, while the KIMS 
Hospital offered a 50 percent 
discount on follow-up tests 
for camp attendees.

KIMS Ongole staff, Dr Ra-
manjaneyulu, Dr M Varshita, 
General Manager Amarnath, 
Camp Coordinator Praveen, 
and QISCET Principal Dr 
YV Hanumantha Rao, Stu-
dents Dean Dr Vasubabu, 
and NSS Dean Dr Navaneeth 
Krishnan participated in the 
camp.

Mega medical camp organised in Ongole

BJP state Cells’ co-convener and founder of Dr NSKC Viksit 
Bharat Trust, Dr Nidamanuri Surya Kalyan Chakravarti inspecting 
the medical camp in Ongole on Monday

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

FORMER minister Jogi Ramesh 
denied any involvement in the al-
leged spurious liquor case and criti-
cised TDP chief and Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu for what he 
described as a politically motivated 
investigation. Addressing the media 
here on Monday, Ramesh alleged 
that the Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) probe was being used to target 
political opponents.

He said there was no evidence 

linking him to the case and chal-
lenged the Chief Minister to prove 
otherwise. Ramesh stated that he 

was willing to take a lie detector test 
or swear before Lord Venkateswara 
along with his family to affirm his 
innocence, and urged Naidu to do 
the same.

This denial comes in the wake of 
a viral video of prime accused in 
the case Addepalli Janardhana Rao 
who alleged that YSRCP leader Jogi 
Ramesh orchestrated the racket in 
order to tarnish image of the TDP-
led coalition government in the 
state. 

The former minister further al-
leged that the accused in the case, 

Janardhan Rao, was coerced while 
in custody to make false statements 
implicating YSRCP leaders. He 
claimed that the remand report did 
not mention his name and accused 
the government of using fabricated 
evidence.

Ramesh said attempts were be-
ing made to divert public attention 
through false cases and political 
propaganda.

 He maintained that he was not 
afraid of any inquiry and was pre-
pared to face any legal or public test 
to establish the truth.

Jogi denies links with fake liquor, 
offers to take lie detector test

Continued from P1 
Of this, 34,281 acres were pooled 

from 29,881 farmers belonging to 29 
villages. Most of those who had parted 
with their land are Dalits.

At a review later, he directed the 
officials concerned to expedite the 
completion of all pending Amaravati 
buildings within scheduled timelines.

Reiterating his government’s com-
mitment to the farmers, Naidu re-
called Amaravati’s origins after the 
bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh. “The 
state was divided without a capital. 
We envisioned Amaravati as a people’s 
capital. Farmers showed us the way 
through the successful land pooling 
model—an example to the world,” he 
said.

Unlike Amaravati, Naidu asserted, 
Hyderabad was endowed with a lot of 
government land when the (undivided 
AP) capital was being built and noted 
that the Cyberabad area did not devel-
op during the Nizam's reign. He said 
that area was used as a grazing ground 
for horses. "So many government 
lands in that place and many people 
left Hyderabad for Pakistan and left 
their lands also. I took all of them and 
brick by brick developed them. I have 
that experience," he said, recalling 

his earlier stints as CM of undivided 
Andhra Pradesh.

Crediting Amaravati farmers, 
Naidu said when he didn't know what 
to do, they showed him the way for-
ward and exhorted that any project he 
took up had "never failed." 

According to the CM, Amaravati 
made history for the first time in the 
world for which everybody pooled 
land. He expressed happiness that the 
CRDA building has started and called 
it just the beginning, adding that gov-
ernment and private buildings will 
come up in the future. 

The TDP supremo promised to 
cooperate with Amaravati farmers in 
all ways until they realize the fruits of 
their sacrifice and reminded them that 
he witnessed their difficulties and the 
campaigns they had carried out. "I will 
not forget you. If I forget you, it is tan-
tamount to forgetting the sacrifice you 
made. Will remember you and your 
sacrifice. I am not saying it is over. We 
just started today. The beginning of 
our journey," he told the farmers.

Characterizing the inauguration of 
the CRDA building as “the beginning 
of the capital’s rebirth”, Naidu lauded 
the women farmers for their perse-
verance during the previous govern-

ment’s tenure. “Farmers will soon reap 
the fruits of their struggle—double re-
spect and double benefits,” he assured.

Outlining his vision, Naidu pledged 
to develop Amaravati into a “Quan-
tum Valley”, inspired by Hyderabad’s 
HI-TEC City. “When we began HI-
TEC City, land cost Rs 1 lakh per acre; 
today it is Rs 177 crore. Amaravati will 
witness similar growth. We are build-
ing it on a self-financing model, with 
no obstacles to progress,” he said.

Calling Amaravati “a self-financing 
project”, Naidu highlighted that he is 
not spending even a single pie from 
the exchequer. "I am telling one thing 
to all the critics, you always criticise. 
I did not spend even Re 1 of govern-
ment money in Hyderabad. I built 
building after building with my smart-
ness and automatically taxes rose," he 
said. 

Back in May, Naidu had informed 
the Finance Commission that Am-
aravati needs Rs 77,249 crore for its 
construction, a city with a focus on 
sustainability, innovation and inclu-
sive growth. Out of this, he had said 
that Rs 31,000 crore was secured from 
the World Bank, HUDCO and KfW 
(German development bank) while 
another Rs 47,000 crore was needed 

for Amaravati. As the government is 
poised to procure more land for the 
greenfield capital city, Naidu drove 
home the message that if Amaravati 
stops where it is now then it will end 
up as a small city.

Highlighting growing FDI inflows 
into Visakhapatnam and the upcom-
ing Google Data Center, Naidu said, 
“The future belongs to quantum, data, 
and AI sectors. Amaravati will emerge 
as the focal point of administration 
and innovation.”

Naidu concluded by emphasising 
the importance of political stability, 
saying: “The NDA government’s conti-
nuity, with the support of Pawan Kaly-
an and the BJP, is crucial for Andhra 
Pradesh’s progress. My only focus is 
the people and their future.”

Underscoring the importance of the 
NDA government being in power in 
the future, he said India will become 
the number one economy by 2047 and 
Andhra Pradesh its engine.

Union Minister Dr. Pemmasani 
Chandrasekhar, Minister Dr. P. Naray-
ana, MLAs T. Sravan Kumar, Kolika-
pudi Srinivasa Rao, Dhulipala Naren-
dra, Chief Secretary K. Vijayanand, 
and other senior officials attended the 
ceremony.

No hurdl es to development of ‘self-financing’ Amaravati: CM

Continued from P1 
Announcing the winners 

on Monday, the Royal Swed-
ish Academy of Sciences said 
one half of the prize was 
awarded to Mokyr “for hav-
ing identified the prerequi-
sites for sustained growth 
through technological pro-
gress”, while the other half 
was shared by Aghion and 
Howitt “for the theory of sus-
tained growth through crea-
tive destruction.”

“Over the last two cen-
turies, for the first time in 
history, the world has seen 
sustained economic growth. 
This has lifted vast numbers 
of people out of poverty and 
laid the foundation of our 
prosperity. This year’s laure-
ates in the Economic Sci-
ences, Joel Mokyr, Philippe 
Aghion and Peter Howitt, 
explain how innovation pro-
vides the impetus for further 
progress,” the Academy said 
in a statement.

Mokyr, a historian of eco-
nomic thought, used histori-
cal evidence to uncover why 
sustained growth became 
possible. His research showed 
that for innovation to contin-
ue in a self-sustaining cycle, 
it is not enough to know that 
something works, societies 
must also understand why 
it works. Before the Indus-
trial Revolution, such scien-
tific explanations were often 
lacking, preventing cumu-
lative progress. Mokyr also 
highlighted the importance 
of openness to new ideas 
and societal acceptance of 
change. Aghion and How-
itt, meanwhile, developed 
a mathematical model in 
1992 describing the process 
of “creative destruction”, 
where new technologies and 
products replace older ones, 
spurring innovation but also 
rendering established firms 
obsolete. Their model illus-
trated how progress, while 

creative, is also inherently 
disruptive. The Academy 
said their combined work 
demonstrates that economic 
growth depends on manag-
ing the conflicts created by 
innovation. Otherwise, vest-
ed interests may block pro-
gress, it noted.“The laureates’ 
work shows that economic 
growth cannot be taken for 
granted. We must uphold the 
mechanisms that underlie 
creative destruction, so that 
we do not fall back into stag-
nation,” said John Hassler, 
Chair of the Committee for 
the Prize in Economic Sci-
ences. Last year, the Nobel 
Prize in Economics went to 
US-based economists Daron 
Acemoglu and Simon John-
son of MIT, and James A 
Robinson of the University 
of Chicago, for their research 
on how institutions shape na-
tional prosperity and explain 
why some countries are rich 
while others remain poor.

3 economists  share Nobel  
for explaining sustained growth

Continued from P1 
According to the court 

order, the 77-year-old RJD 
patriarch is accused of 
"abusing his position as a 
public servant" and engag-
ing in a conspiracy that 
manipulated the tender 
process during his tenure as 
Railway Minister from 2004 
to 2009.

The charges allege that 
he influenced the eligibility 
conditions of the tender and 
orchestrated the underval-
ued purchase of land par-
cels from the Kochar family.

"He engaged in conspira-
cy and abused his position 
as a public servant. Lalu Ya-
dav influenced the tender; 
eligibility conditions of the 
tender were manipulated. 
He conspired for the un-
dervalued purchase of land 
parcels from the Kocchars", 
the court said, adding that 
Lalu Yadav conspired with 
other accused to transfer ef-
fective control of these land 
parcels to Rabri Devi and 
Tejashwi.

Evidence presented by 
the CBI showed modifica-
tions in the tender process 
and interventions by Lalu 
Yadav to influence the pace 
of transfer of hotels associ-
ated with the parcels.

"The CBI presented a 
chain of evidence to charge 
Lalu Yadav with conspiracy 
and abuse of position as 
Railway Minister, alleg-
ing that undervalued land 

parcels were subsequently 
transferred to Rabri Devi 
and Tejashwi Yadav," the 
court said.

The court observed that 
the undervaluation of these 
land parcels and the subse-
quent transfer of shares to 
Rabri Devi and Tejashwi 
Yadav raised serious con-
cerns and allegedly caused 
financial loss to the state 
exchequer. It found “grave 
suspicion” that multiple 
persons engaged in a con-
spiracy for the transfer of 
control of the land and in 
the underpriced allocation 
of shares. "Valuation of 
shares raises great concern 
and causes loss to the state 
exchequer. The court has 
found grave suspicion that 
multiple persons engaged in 
a conspiracy for the transfer 
of control of land to the Lalu 
Yadav family. There is grave 
suspicion as to how shares 
were transferred to Rabri 
Devi in undervalued form," 
the Special Judge (PC Act) 
Vishal Gogne of the Rouse 
Avenue Courts said.

During the hearing, the 
RJD veteran argued that 
there is no material to frame 
charges against him in the 
corruption case and that he 
deserves to be discharged. 
His counsel submitted that 
no irregularities were com-
mitted on Lalu Yadav’s part 
and that the tenders were 
awarded in a fair and trans-
parent manner.

Lalu, Rabri, Tejashwi to 
face trial in IRCTC scamContinued from P1 

After hearing politicians' chants of "Trump, 
Trump, Trump" in the Knesset, the American 
President suggested the region was experienc-
ing "the historic dawn of a new Middle East".

It echoed the words he used when Israel 
signed landmark deals with several Arab states 
during his first presidency.

"At last, not only for Israelis but also Pales-
tinians, the long and painful nightmare is fi-
nally over," Trump said. The ceasefire that he 
helped to broker was "the most challenging 
breakthrough of them all, the most challenging 
breakthrough maybe ever", Trump added. He 
indicated that ending the war between Russia 
and Ukraine would be his next focus.

‘Historic dawn of a new Middle East’

Continued from P1
On behalf of the people of 

Andhra Pradesh, I congratu-
lated him on completing 25 
years in public service as Head 
of Government and expressed 
our appreciation for his lead-
ership behind the transforma-
tive and people-centric Next 
Gen GST reforms.”

Naidu said the upcoming 
Kurnool event would cel-

ebrate the public’s enthusiasm 
for the Next Gen GST re-
forms, describing it as a “for-
ward-looking initiative aimed 
at boosting transparency and 
savings”. Naidu added that he 
invited the Prime Minister 
to preside over the CII Part-
nership Summit, which will 
bring together global business 
leaders, policy thinkers, and 
industry ministers to show-

case Andhra Pradesh’s grow-
ing role in technology, trade, 
and innovation.

Naidu and Lokesh are set 
to attend the Andhra Pradesh 
government’s agreement 
on Tuesday with Google in 
Delhi, where the MoU for the 
Google AI Hub will be signed, 
a move expected to strength-
en the State’s digital innova-
tion ecosystem.

CM invites PM to ‘Super GST’ event, CII Summit

New Delhi

IT was the 50th time, said 
some who've been keeping 
count, when US President 
Donald Trump claimed yet 
again that he got an India-
Pakistan war, potentially nu-
clear, stopped back in May. 
He was on his way to Israel as 
part of his intervention for a 
ceasefire in Gaza.

For Trump it was in line 
with the theme of the day 
— his peacemaking efforts 
— but it showed yet again 
his varied stances on India 
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. The tariff threat 
redux comes just a couple of 
days after Trump sent Modi 
a framed photo of the two 
of them with a handwritten 
message: “Mr Prime Minis-
ter, you are great!”

Trump made the India-Pa-
kistan remark while speaking 
to reporters as he took a flight 
on Sunday. The question was 
about China's stance against 
the recent 100 per cent ad-
ditional tariffs he's put on the 
country. He replied: “We are 
taking in hundreds of billions 
of dollars, not only from Chi-
na, from other countries. We 
become a wealthy country 
again. And the tariffs have 
given us diplomatic strength. 
They've given us negotiating 
strength.” 

And then he meandered 
into India and Pakistan.

“I settled a few of the wars 
just based on tariffs. As an 
example, with India and with 
Pakistan, I said, 'If you guys 
want to fight a war — and 
you have nuclear weapons! 
— I'm going to put big tariffs 
on you both, like 100%, 150, 
and 200%.' (They said:) 'No, 
no, no, don't do that.' I said, 
'I'm putting tariffs.' I had that 
thing settled in 24 hours. If I 
didn't have tariffs, you could 
have never settled that war,” 
he added.

India has been firm in its 
stance — though measured 
in tone — in denying any 
third-party mediation affect-
ing its ceasefire decision in 
Operation Sindoor, which it 
carried out in response to a 
terror attack in Kashmir.

But Trump has kept up 
with the claim as it was also 
one of his pitches for the No-
bel Peace Prize, which he did 
not get. Reports suggested 
India's refusal to play ball on 
this angered him and was a 
factor in his decision to put 
50% tariffs despite repeatedly 
calling PM Modi his “great” 
and “personal” friend.

Even at the UN in Sep-
tember, Trump referred to 
India and China as “primary 
funders” of Russia's war in 

Ukraine — half of the tariffs 
on India are termed “penal-
ty” or “sanctions” for Delhi's 
oil deals with Moscow. He 
also repeated his ceasefire 
claim, part of his claim of 
having ended several wars.

The same month, Trump 
called Modi up to wish him a 
happy 75th birthday. The two 
leaders also exchanged some 
mutual admiration on social 
media days before that.

PM Modi has avoided 
confrontation and responded 
via diplomatic progress and 
by promoting “swadeshi" 
(made-in-India) goods.

September began with 
Trump bursting out against 
Modi's meetings with Rus-
sia's Vladimir Putin and 
China's Xi Jinping in Tianjin 
during the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) 
summit. He said, “We’ve lost 
India and Russia to China."

October was slightly dif-
ferent. Modi praised Trump's 
Gaza peace plan in a phone 
call. US ambassador-desig-
nate Sergio Gor met Modi on 
Saturday, October 11, and he 
carried with him the framed 
photo of the two leaders, 
with Trump's handwritten 
message and signatures on it.

Two days later, Trump has 
renewed his ceasefire media-
tion claim.

AFTER ‘MR PM...’ GIFT FOR MODI…

Trump doubles down on 
India-Pak truce claim

Asserts 200% tariff threat stopped the war

NEW DELHI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah had set 
a deadline of March 2026 for 
the end of the Maoist move-
ment in India.
 While there are a couple of 
months to go for this dead-
line, security officials are con-
fident that the menace may 
end before it.

A clear sign that the move-
ment is on the decline can be 
seen from the letter written 
by the 70-year-old Mallojula 
Venugopal Rao alias Sonu, 
who is a top Maoist leader. He 
publicly sought the cessation 

of armed struggle to save the 
CPI-Maoist. While it is un-
clear whether he has support 
from all the ranks regard-
ing this offer, one message is 
clear, and that is the end of 
the movement which began 
in 1967 is set to end soon.

Rao, from his underground 
base, had apologised to all 
those who are part of the 
movement and said that it is 
time to change according to 
the circumstances. The Nar-
endra Modi government has, 
however, stuck to its stand 
that there will be no negotia-

tions. Union Home Minister 
Shah, who is overseeing these 
operations, says that the only 
option is to surrender or be 
killed in an encounter. An of-
ficial, who is part of devising 
the strategy against Maoists, 
said that when the letter from 
Rao first surfaced, there were 
discussions about how to go 
forward.

However, the government 
was clear that such tactics 
have been used in the past, 
and this time around, the se-
curity forces are not going to 
bite the bait.

 During earlier times, Mao-
ists would call for talks with 
the government when they 
suffered setbacks.

Intel indicates Maoist collapse  

imminent well ahead of 2026 deadline



CROSSWORD

DOWN

1	 Device	for	moving	fluids	(4)
2	 Largest	digit	(4)
3	 “Star	Trek”	crewman	(4)
5	 Foul-smelling	(6)
6	 Farewell	(3)
7	 Dwell	(6)
9	 Aries	the	___	?	(3)
11	 People	of	Qatar	(5)
12	 Liturgical	vestment	(5)
15	 Small	automatic	gun	(4)
16	 Shed	tears	(4)
18	 __	to	it	:	took	care	of	it	(4)
19	 Observe	carefully	(4)
20	 Levin	or	Gershwin	(3)
23	 Mongrels	(5)
24	 Cornered	with	no	escape	(2,3)
25	 Traditional	Japanese	hostelry	(6)
26	 Governing	council	(6)
28	 Pledge	(3)
29	 Terrible	Russian	(4)
30	 One	of	the	USA	(4)
31	 Seventy	five	in	Roman	numerals	(4)
33	 Absorb	(3)

ACROSS

SUDOKU

1	 Feeble	(4)
4	 Equal-pressure	line	(6)
8	 Scoundrel	(3)
10	 Supernatural	force	(4)
13	 Sloth	(8)
14	 Insurance	payment	(7)
15	 Distorted,	biased	or	bent	(6)
17	 Vulgarity,	indecency	(9)
21	 Bishop’s	jurisdiction	(3)
22	 Mineral	source	(3)
23	 __	culpa	:	an	admission	 

of	guilt	(3)

26	 Face	or	confront	boldly;	 
dare	(5,2,2)

27	 American	colloquially	
speaking	?	(6)

28	 Quasi	(7)
32	 Gary	___	:	became	the	

youngest	ever	chess	
champion	by	defeating	
Karpov	in	1985	?	(8)

34	 One	of	the	rivers	of	Hades	(4)
35	 Joker	(3)
36	 Pinched	or	bit	(6)
37	 Switchblade	(4) Solution to October 13
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How to protect skin during Diwali festivities
Dr Apoorva Ragagavan

T
HE glow of Diwali 
lights, the sparkle of 
decorations, and the 

excitement of the festivities 
can all lead to a lot of skin 
exposure, leading our skin to 
undergo heavy cleaning prod-
ucts, smoke, and a lot of ritu-
als that stress the skin barrier. 
In that rush, skinimalism, 
which is a simple, planned 
way to take care of your skin, 
can help protect it. Derma-
tologists are telling people 
to cut back on extra steps to 
keep their skin barrier healthy 
and strong. 

Here is a skin guide provid-
ed on how to keep your skin 
healthy during the Diwali 
celebrations, with tips on in-
gredients, routines, and how 
to recover.

Prioritise the skin barrier 
before the festivities
Weeks before the celebra-
tion, start prepping your skin 
to build resilience for the im-
pending strain. Use a mild, 
pH-balanced cleanser and 
a non-comedogenic moistur-
izer with ceramides or hyalu-
ronic acid. If your skin allows 
tolerance to sunscreen, add a 
broad-spectrum SPF 30–50 in 
the morning skincare routine. 
Keep it simple; don’t layer on 
a bunch of new actives all to-
gether, at once.

Hydrating procedures 

such as mesotherapy or skin 
boosters can be discussed 
with a dermatologist. For 
instance, Profhilo, which is 
an injectable bioremodelling 
treatment based on hyalu-
ronic acid, renowned for in-
creasing skin hydration and 
reducing skin laxity, can be 
slotted in ahead of time to 
boost skin’s resilience without 
interfering with minimalism 
on the festival days. 

Simplify festive day routine
On festive days, keeping 
your skincare routine simple 
works best. Begin with a gen-
tle, fragrance-free cleanser 
to remove overnight oil and 
impurities. Next, apply a 
lightweight antioxidant se-
rum containing vitamin C 
or niacinamide to protect 
your skin from free radicals 
caused by pollution and fire-
cracker smoke. Follow this 
with a sunscreen that offers 
high SPF to shield your skin 
from UV rays during daytime 
activities. Finish with a non-
greasy moisturizer to lock 
in hydration without feeling 
heavy.

If you choose to wear 
makeup, keep it minimal. Use 
breathable, non-comedogen-
ic products that won’t clog 
your pores. Apply coverage 
only where needed instead 
of layering multiple products, 
as overloading your skin with 
too many layers can weaken 

the skin barrier and increase 
the chance of breakouts and 
irritation. The goal is to let 
your skin breathe while main-
taining a fresh, radiant look.

Mitigate environmental 
assaults
During Diwali, the air of-
ten becomes saturated with 
smoke, dust, and fine parti-
cles. Protecting the skin from 
these environmental stressors 
requires conscious care. Us-
ing soft cotton or silk fabrics 

to cover exposed areas such as 
the face and neck can reduce 
direct contact with pollutants. 
After returning home, wash-
ing the face with lukewarm 
water and a mild cleanser 
helps remove soot, residue, 
and particulate matter that 
settle on the skin throughout 
the evening.

It is best to avoid harsh ex-
foliants, scrubs, or chemical 
peels during this period, as 
they can make the skin more 
sensitive to environmental 

damage. Maintaining internal 
hydration also plays a signifi-
cant role. Drinking enough 
water and consuming antioxi-
dant-rich foods like fruits and 
leafy greens helps the skin re-
cover from external stress.

Restore and repair after 
celebrations
Once the festivities wind 
down, a recovery routine 
becomes essential to restore 
balance. Begin with a gentle 
double cleanse if makeup or 
sunscreen was heavily used, 
followed by a soothing serum 
or a barrier-repair moisturiz-
er containing ingredients like 
panthenol, Centella asiatica, 
or colloidal oatmeal. These 
calm inflammation and sup-
port healing. Strong actives 
such as retinoids or exfoliat-
ing acids should be temporar-
ily paused until the skin feels 
normal again.

If the skin feels tight or 
dehydrated, applying a light 
sleeping mask or an occlusive 
layer on dry patches can help 
lock in moisture overnight. 
Monitoring how the skin re-
sponds over the next few days 
ensures that any irritation 
or sensitivity is addressed 
promptly before reintroduc-
ing more potent skincare in-
gredients.

Rejuvenate post-festival
After your skin has had time 
to recover from the celebra-

tions, you can slowly start 
using active skincare ingredi-
ents again. This is also a good 
moment to consider profes-
sional treatments with a der-
matologist. Options like light 
peels, hydrating facials, or 
skin boosters such as Profhilo 
can help refresh dull skin and 
bring back its smoothness 
and firmness.

When chosen wisely, these 
treatments fit well with a sim-
ple skincare approach, and 
they give noticeable results 
without putting too much 
strain on your skin.

Conclusion
Diwali is supposed to bright-
en up your mood and not put 
a strain on your skin. Stick-
ing to a straightforward and 
regular skincare routine re-
ally does the trick. Your skin 
will still be tough against all 
the dirt, lack of sleep, and 
more than usual makeup. 
Concentrate on taking care of 
the skin barrier, following the 
basics, and letting your skin 
heal so that the shine doesn’t 
leave even during the celebra-
tions. If you follow all of this 
routine, this Diwali, your skin 
will be full of life and need 
little attention afterwards, 
glowing in itself, the festival 
of lights.

(The writer is a Chief 
Consultant Dermatologist, 

CH33 Clinic, Chennai)

As	the	festival	of	lights	approaches,	our	skin	
often	faces	extra	stress	from	pollution,	makeup,	

and	long	celebrations.	This	Diwali,	embrace	
skinimalism	—	a	mindful,	minimal	approach	
to	skincare	that	protects	your	natural	glow.	

Here’s	a	dermatologist-approved	guide	to	keep	
your	skin	healthy,	radiant,	and	resilient	before,	

during,	and	after	the	festivities

VETERAN actress 
Meenakshi Seshadri has 

shared a heartfelt message 
ahead of Diwali, urging eve-
ryone to celebrate the festival 
of lights with happiness and 
responsibility.

Meenakshi, who is all set to 
celebrate her second Diwali in 
Mumbai post returning from 
the US, took to Instagram, 
where she shared a video of 
herself stating that she is look-
ing forward to the festival of 
lights. In the clip, she is heard 
saying in Hindi: “Diwali is 
just around the corner, and 
I would like to share a small 
message with you. Yes, we 
should celebrate this festival 
with a lot of happiness, but 
at the same time, be careful. 
While bursting crackers, do 
not give big bombs into the 
hands of small children.”

“And do not light firecrack-
ers in cars, buildings, or any 
place where there is a risk 
of fire. And, if possible, light 
lamps, candles, etc. I am really 
looking forward to this Diwa-
li. This will be my second Di-
wali in Mumbai after return-
ing from the USA. So, prepare 
for Diwali in advance,” she 
added. For the caption, she 
wrote: “Diwali is around the 
corner. Waiting in anticipa-
tion for this beautiful festival 
of lights. #diwali #celebrate 
#festival.”

Talking about Meenak-
shi, she became one of Hindi 
cinema’s leading actresses 
in the 1980s and 1990s. She 
made her debut with the film 
Painter Babu in 1983 and her 
second film Hero catapulted 
her to instant stardom.

Meenakshi gained stardom 
with her work in films such 
as “Aandhi-Toofan”, “Meri 
jJung,” “Swati,” “Dacait,” “In-
aam Dus Hazaar,” “Shahen-
shah,” “Awaargi,” “Ghar Ho To 
Aisa,” “Damini” and “Ghatak”. 
A documentary was made 
about her life, titled Meenak-
shi Accept Her Wings.

She was last seen in “Gha-
tak: Lethal” in 1996 Hindi-
language action thriller film 
directed by Rajkumar San-
toshi, starring Sunny Deol, 
Meenakshi Seshadri, Amrish 
Puri, and Danny Denzongpa. 
It was the highest-grossing 
Bollywood film in terms of 
domestic Box office collection 
and second highest grossing 
overall in terms of worldwide 
collection that year.

Meenakshi Seshadri calls 
for safe Diwali celebrations, 

says light ‘lamps, candles’

Here’s how mom-to-be 
Parineeti satisfied her Chinese 
food cravings in a healthy way

ACTRESS Parineeti Chopra, who is ex-
pecting her first baby, is making sure her 

pregnancy cravings are both delicious and nu-
tritious.

Recently, the ‘Kesari’ actress indulged in 
a plate of healthy homemade Chinese food. 
Taking to her Instagram stories, the mom-
to-be gave a glimpse of her Chinese crav-
ings as she posted an image of vegetable rice 
with Chilli Paneer. Alongside the image, she 
wrote, “Ghar ka healthy Chinese food. No bad 
stuff!!!.”

Meanwhile, Parineeti Chopra recently cel-
ebrated her first Karwa Chauth with husband 
Raghav Chadha. The ‘Ishaqzaade’ actress ob-
served the traditional fast for her husband, 
whom she fondly called the love of her life. 
The photos offered a glimpse into the intimate 
celebration. In one frame, the actress was seen 
performing the customary ritual of sighting 
her husband through a sieve, while Raghav 
held a pooja thali. Another candid moment 
captured the couple sitting together and shar-
ing a warm exchange, beautifully reflecting 
the essence of their first Karwa Chauth as 
parents-to-be.

Sharing photos, Parineeti wrote, “My 
chaand, the love of my life.’ Happy Karwa 
Chauth.” The actress also offered personal 
glimpses from the celebration. In one, she 
showed off her adorable baby bump while 
dressed in a pastel pink and yellow outfit. An-
other story featured a close-up of a pair of cus-

tomised juttis, beautifully inscribed with the 
initials “P” and “R” along with their wedding 
date, September 24, 2023.

Parineeti and Raghav announced their 
pregnancy in August this year, with the actress 
revealing that they are expecting their first 
child by the end of 2025. For the unversed, the 
couple tied the knot in an intimate ceremony 
in Udaipur, Rajasthan, in September 2023. 
The celebration was attended by close family 
members, friends, and several political digni-
taries. The duo had reportedly dated for sev-
eral months before making their relationship 
official earlier that same year.

THE show opened with 
a soulful tribute to the 

legendary Assamese icon 
Zubeen Garg, featuring an 
ethereal saree painted & 
handwoven with his portrait 
and immortal lyrics

The Live Strains of a Violin 
performance by Sunita Bhuy-
an, dedicated to the birth cen-
tenary of the legendary musi-
cal maestro Bhupen Hazarika

As the lights dimmed and 
the music rose, designer 
Sanjukta Dutta transported 
the audience into the poetic 
realm of twilight with her 
new collection ‘Gadhuli - The 
Twilight’ at Lakmé Fashion 
Week. Drawing from the en-
igmatic hour when day softly 
surrenders to night, Sanjukta’s 
collection unfolded like a cin-
ematic dream in black and 
maroon which was deep, sen-
sual, and timeless.

The show opened with a 
soulful tribute to the legend-
ary Assamese icon Zubeen 
Garg, featuring an ethereal 
saree painted & handwoven 
with his portrait and immor-
tal lyrics. The ensemble was 
both an homage and a state-
ment that displayed a con-
vergence of music, memory, 
and textile art that stirred the 
heart and honoured the cul-

tural beat of Assam.
Adding to the emotional 

depth of the presentation, the 
runway resonated with the 
live strains of a violin per-
formance by Sunita Bhuyan, 
dedicated to the birth cente-
nary of the legendary musical 
maestro Bhupen Hazarika.

Sharing her inspiration 
behind the collection, San-
jukta Dutta said, “Gadhuli 
is a magical feeling that lies 
in-between when light meets 
shadow. It reminds me of 

my homeland, Assam, where 
tradition and nature exist 
in perfect balance. Through 
this collection, I wanted to 
weave that same harmony 
of strength and softness, 
legacy and evolution.” The 
show reached its crescendo 
as Bollywood actor Neelam 
Kothari walked the runway 
as the showstopper, radiat-
ing elegance that epitomized 
the soul of twilight. Speaking 
about her experience, Neelam 
Kothari shared, “Walking for 

Sanjukta was an honour. Her 
work has a soul; every thread 
tells a story. Wearing ‘Gadhu-
li’ felt like carrying a piece of 
Assamese heritage wrapped 
in poetry and power.”

In ‘Gadhuli,’ Sanjukta rein-
terpreted the mekhela chador, 
the quintessential Assamese 
attire, through a modern lens, 
pairing heritage weaves with 
bold, contemporary silhou-
ettes. From sarees and elegant 
dhotis to structured skirts 
and graceful anarkalis, each 

piece resonated with intricate 
craftsmanship and emotional 
storytelling. The interplay of 
textures, motifs, and meticu-
lous detailing captured the 
duality of twilight showcas-
ing its strength and stillness, 
its mystery and grace. With 
‘Gadhuli,’ Sanjukta Dutta 
once again proves that fashion 
can be a bridge between past 
and present, art and emotion, 
Assam and the world. Twi-
light, after all, is not an end-
ing, but a beautiful becoming.

Sanjukta Dutta weaves Assam’s ethorsSanjukta Dutta weaves Assam’s ethors
DESIGNER SANJUKTA DUTTA’S ‘GADHULI’ 

WEAVES ASSAM’S SOUL INTO COUTURE AT 
LAKME FASHION WEEK, ACTRESS NEELAM 

KOTHARI WALKS IN HER COLLECTION

MILIND Soman’s wife, 
Ankita Konwar, recently 

shared an inspiring note about 
conquering her fears and 
completing a 3.8 km Ironman 
swim.
Reflecting on her journey, she 
revealed how she once feared 
the very waters she now glides 
through with confidence. Ex-
pressing gratitude to her coach 
for unwavering support and 
patience, Ankita credited the 
experience with teaching her 
resilience, trust, and strength 
— both in swimming and in life. 
Taking to Instagram handle, 
Konwar shared a series of her 
photos and wrote, “A year and 
a half ago, I was afraid to float. 
Now, I glide through the same 
waters that once terrified me, 
all 3.8 kms of them. It’s true 
when they say, you don’t need 
to prove the world wrong, 
prove the one person right, 
who believes in you.”
“Thank you, coach, for your 
patience, stroke after stroke, 
your faith against my doubts, 
and the countless hours you 
kept showing up for me, lend-
ing me your courage when I 
lacked mine. It turned my fears 

into rhythm, and doubts into 
strength.”
Ankita Konwar added, “You 
didn’t just teach me how to 
swim, but also how to trust 
my strength, breathe through 
chaos, and believe in my 
power. This Ironman swim was 
mine, but the calm in every 
stroke was yours. Your voice 
will always remain my guiding 
light. Thank you for making 
my resilience stronger and 
determination deeper Here’s 

to many more adventures 
together because guess what, 
we are just getting started!!!.”
A few days ago, Ankita became 
the first Assamese woman to 
complete an Ironman. Milind 
Soman congratulated his 
better half with a heartfelt 
note. He wrote, “Ankita Konwar 
from India, you are an IRON-
MAN!!!!! Magic words on the 
magic carpet (Smiling emoji) 
so incredibly proud of you, my 
love! So, Estonia 70.3 was the 
perfect warm up, and Iron-
man Barcelona, your first full 
Ironman was fun fun fun with 
our friends @arjunkawle & @
dhirenbontra (Smiling emoji) 
And I hear you are the first As-
samese woman to complete a 
full Ironman!! wow!!! (sic).”
Soman added, “So happy we 
could do it together (red heart 
emoji) My second Ironman, 10 
years after my first, and more 
than half an hour faster, so 
happy, 60 is the new 50 (tough 
out emoji) what an incredible 
event and life experience, truly 
epitomises the saying #any-
thing is possible! Thank you @
ironmantri @ironmantrispain...
Thank you @carlesiturbe.”

MILIND SOMAN’S WIFE ANKITA 
REFLECTS ON OVERCOMING HER FEARS 
AS SHE COMPLETES IRONMAN SWIM
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Hans News Service  
Bengaluru

KARNATAKA has invited 
international collaboration 
in developing quantum 
technologies as part of its 
ambitious plan to build 
a $20-billion quantum 
economy by 2035 and 
position Bengaluru as 
a world leader in this 
transformative field.

Speaking at the Swissnex 
Quantum Summit 2025 
at Campus Biotech in 

Geneva, State Minister for 
Minor Irrigation, Science 
and Technology N. S. 
Boseraju urged global 
partners — including 
research institutions, 
innovators, and industries 
— to join hands with 
Karnataka in advancing the 
quantum ecosystem.

“Karnataka believes in 
collaborative innovation 
and open partnerships,” 
said Boseraju, outlining 
the State’s comprehensive 
roadmap aligned with 

India’s National Quantum 
Mission (NQM), a 
�6,000-crore initiative of 
the Union Government.

He noted that Bengaluru 
already leads India’s 
quantum push, with 
the Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc) hosting 
a Quantum Research 
Park that supports 55 
projects and 13 startups 
while training over 1,000 
professionals annually. 
The State has allocated 
an additional �48 crore 

to expand these efforts. 
Boseraju also recalled the 
success of the Quantum 
India Summit 2025 held 
in Bengaluru earlier this 
year, which drew over 
2,000 researchers and 
entrepreneurs, including 
Nobel laureates. 

The State Government, 
led by Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
CM D. K. Shivakumar, 
has since announced 
�1,000 crore for quantum 
development and land for 

the proposed “Q-City” — 
a dedicated campus for 
research, manufacturing, 
and incubation. Unveiling 
a concept video of Q-City’s 
first phase, Boseraju said 
it will serve as a global 
hub integrating R&D, 
hardware production, 
and innovation labs. 
International delegates at 
the Geneva event expressed 
keen interest, reaffirming 
Karnataka’s growing stature 
in the global quantum 
landscape. 

K’taka unveils global call for collaboration in quantum technologies at Geneva Summit

Ban on RSS activities in govt 
premises under review: CM 

Hans News Service 
Bagalkot

CHIEF Minister 
Siddaramaiah has directed 
the Chief Secretary to 
examine the possibility 
of banning RSS activities 
in government-owned 
premises, taking into 
account the precedent 
set by the Tamil Nadu 
government.

Speaking to reporters 
in Bagalkot, the Chief 
Minister said the issue had 
come up after Minister 
Priyanka Kharge wrote to 
the government urging 
a ban. “The RSS has 
been using government 
premises for its activities. 
Tamil Nadu has already 
prohibited this, and we 
will review similar action 
in Karnataka,” he said.

Former PM Deve 
Gowda’s Health Improving

Siddaramaiah also 
provided an update on the 
health of former Prime 

Minister H. D. Deve 
Gowda, saying that his 
condition is improving 
and that he is likely to 
be discharged from the 
hospital within two days.

Addressing speculation 
about political changes, 
the Chief Minister 
clarified that today’s 
dinner meeting has 
no connection to the 
upcoming cabinet 
reshuffle. “Decisions on 
cabinet changes depend 
on the views of senior 
leaders and legislators, 
along with the approval of 
the party high command. 
There’s nothing special 
about today’s gathering, 
and no major political 
shake-up is expected in 
November,” Siddaramaiah 
stated.  Responding 
to reports about a 
meeting between MLA 
Munirathna and Deputy 
CM D. K. Shivakumar, 
the Chief Minister said, 
“Shivakumar organised 

the ‘Bengaluru Nadige’ 
event at J. P. Park, similar 
to the one at Lalbagh. 
Munirathna could have 
expressed his views on 
stage but chose not to. 
I don’t know whether 
he was formally invited 
or not. Personally, I 
do not believe in any 
superstitions or rituals.”

Siddaramaiah assured 
that the Krishna Upper 
Basin Project will receive 
adequate funding and will 
be completed within the 
next four years. When 
asked about granting 
ministerial posts to 
members of the Valmiki 
community, Siddaramaiah 
said that while one MLA 
had resigned voluntarily, 
the government did not 
remove anyone. “During 
the upcoming cabinet 
reshuffle, the possibility of 
giving representation to 
the Valmiki community 
will be considered,” he 
added.

Hans News Service   
Chikkaballapur: 

IN a shocking incident, a 
young woman was allegedly 
raped by two men on the 
outskirts of Manchenahalli 
in Chikkaballapur district. 
The accused, identified as 
Sikandar Baba and Janard-
hanachari, both residents of 
Chikkaballapur, have been 
arrested by the police. The 
survivor is currently receiv-
ing care and counseling at 
a women’s rehabilitation 
center. 
According to the police, the 
incident took place when 
the woman had come to 
Chikkaballapur town in 
search of work. Later, while 
she was walking back to-
ward Manchenahalli, one of 
the accused, Sikandar, ap-
proached her and offered to 
drop her off on his bike. Be-
lieving him, the woman got 
onto the vehicle. However, 
instead of taking her home, 
Sikandar allegedly took her 
to a secluded area and sexu-
ally assaulted her.

After committing the 
crime, Sikandar report-
edly called his friend Ja-

nardhanachari to the spot, 
and together they allegedly 
raped the woman again in 
the same isolated location. 
The accused also stole the 
gold earrings the victim 
was wearing and later sold 
them.

After the assault, the duo 
abandoned the traumatized 
woman near a petrol bunk 
and fled the scene. Locals 
noticed her sitting in dis-
tress and immediately took 
her to the women’s police 
station in Chikkaballapur.

Based on her complaint, 
police registered a case un-
der relevant sections of the 
Indian Penal Code pertain-
ing to rape and robbery. 
With the help of CCTV 
footage and technical evi-
dence, the police were able 
to trace and arrest both ac-
cused within a short time. 
The incident has sparked 
outrage in the area, with lo-
cals demanding strict pun-
ishment for the culprits and 
stronger safety measures for 
women traveling alone.

Two arrested for raping woman 
under pretext of giving a lift 

Greater B’luru Authority presents 
`7,977 Cr interim budget estimate

Hans News Service 
Bengaluru

THE Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) has presented 
an interim budget estimate 
of �7,977 crore for the five 
newly formed city corpora-
tions. The budget, covering 
the period from September 
2025 to March 2026, marks 
the first financial framework 
under the restructured civic 
administration. Each of the 
new corporations will inde-
pendently prepare and man-
age its own detailed budget.

According to the GBA’s 
estimates, the total receipts 
for the six-month period 
are expected to be �7,977.8 
crore, with an expenditure 
projection of �7,972.6 crore. 
Among the allocations, the 
East Corporation will re-
ceive �1,766 crore, the West 
�1,710.6 crore, the North 
�1,599.6 crore, the Central 
�1,478.4 crore, and the South 
�1,423.2 crore.

Public works have been 
given top priority, with 
�2,497.8 crore earmarked 
for related projects, followed 
by �2,071.9 crore for urban 
development and regulation, 
and �403.4 crore for solid 
waste management.

“This is only an indica-
tive estimate. Based on this, 
the corporations can project 
their revenues and decide 
where and how to spend,” 
said GBA Special Commis-
sioner (Finance) Harish 
Kumar. He added that each 
corporation must finalize its 
independent budget by the 
end of December and ob-
tain approval from the GBA 
Administrator. The corpora-
tions will not be permitted 
to alter previously approved 
tenders sanctioned by the 
erstwhile BBMP or the state 
government.

The GBA has also taken 
over �613 crore that previ-
ously belonged to the BBMP 
and redistributed it among 
the five new corporations for 
operational expenses. This 
amount is not a new govern-
ment grant but a reallocation 
of existing funds. Among the 
allocations, the West Corpo-
ration received the highest 
share of �156 crore, while the 
East Corporation was allot-
ted �108 crore.

However, the corporations 
are currently facing a finan-
cial crunch. North Corpora-
tion Commissioner Pomma-

la Sunil said a major portion 
of the budget will go toward 
salaries, pending bills, and 
maintenance costs, leaving 
little room for new projects. 
“We must now focus on im-
proving revenue generation,” 
he added.

South Corporation Com-
missioner Ramesh K.N. 
echoed similar concerns, 
emphasizing that expendi-
ture plans would be drawn 
up only after strengthening 
revenue sources. For now, he 
said, providing better roads 
and infrastructure remains 
their immediate priority.

Hans News Service  
Bengaluru

FOLLOWING reports of 
over ten child deaths in 
northern states linked to 
cough syrup consumption, 
doctors in the city have 
urged parents to exercise 
caution when administering 
medicines to children.

Dr. Varshini P, a renowned 
pediatrician at Vasavi Hos-
pitals, emphasised that 
parents should avoid buy-
ing cough syrups and other 
medications over the coun-
ter. “Medicines should not 
be given without a doctor’s 
prescription. Correct dosage 
is critical, as it depends on 
the child’s age and weight. 
Even a small mistake can 
lead to serious complica-
tions,” she said.

Highlighting the risks of 
allergies and side effects, 
Dr. Varshini explained that 
some medications can trig-
ger gastrointestinal issues, 
rashes, or breathing difficul-
ties. She also warned against 
the overuse of antibiotics, 
noting that improper con-
sumption can contribute to 
drug resistance, making in-
fections harder to treat when 
genuinely required.

On neonatal safety, Dr. 
Varshini stressed that cer-
tain medications commonly 
used by adults, such as as-
pirin and cough syrups, can 
be toxic and potentially life-
threatening for children. She 
urged parents to first iden-
tify the underlying cause of 
symptoms and seek medical 
guidance before administer-
ing any treatment.

Medical treatment of children

City pediatrician warns against 
over-the-counter medicines 

Kerala man duped of 
`44.8 lakh in  

Mangaluru honeytrap 
Hans News Service  

Mangaluru

A 53-year-old man 
from Kerala, identified 
as Muhammad Ashraf 
Thavarakadan, who 
works in Saudi Arabia, 
has reportedly fallen 
victim to a honeytrap 
scam during his visit to 
Mangaluru in September 
2024. According to 
police, Ashraf had come 
to the city for a marriage 
proposal when a group, 
including Bashir and Safia, 
allegedly lured him under 
the pretext of meeting a 
prospective bride. The 
accused reportedly took 
his photos and videos and 
later threatened to leak 
them online unless he paid 
money.

Fearing defamation, 
Ashraf allegedly 
transferred �44.80 lakh to 
the group. Based on his 
complaint, Vitla Police 
have registered a case 
(Crime No.145/2025) 
under Sections 318(4), 
308(2), 115(2), 351(2), 
read with 3(5) of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), 2023. An 
investigation is underway 
to trace the accused and 
recover the extorted 
money. 

Samprada Hospital 

launches advanced 

bone marrow  

transplant unit
Bengaluru 

SAMMPRADA 
Hospital, one of 
Bengaluru’s leading 
centers for cancer 
and criticalcare, has 
announced the launch 
of its state-of-the-
art Bone Marrow 
Transplant(BMT) Unit, 
aimed at making world-
class cancer treatment 
accessible and affordable 
to patients from across 
India. The launch 
was graced by Tejasvi 
Surya, MP, Bengaluru 
South Constituency, 
who attended as the 
Chief Guest, and Ravi 
Subramanya L.A., , 
Basavanagudi, MLA 
who was the Guest 
of Honour. Both 
leaders lauded the 
hospital’s initiative 
in expanding access 
to advanced cancer 
care and commended 
Sammprada Hospital 
for its commitment 
to making life-saving 
treatments like bone 
marrow transplant 
affordable for all 
sections of society.

Subrahmanya  
(Dakshina Kannada)

THE renowned Kukke 
Subrahmanya Temple, 
one of South India’s most 
visited serpent shrines 
and Karnataka’s highest 
revenue-generating 
temple under the Muzrai 
Department, witnessed 
an unprecedented rush of 
devotees on Sunday.

Taking advantage of 

school holidays following 
the caste census and the 
extended second-Saturday 
weekend, thousands of 
devotees from across 
the region arrived 
for darshan of Lord 
Subrahmanya. Both the 
Kukke Subrahmanya Road 
railway station and the 
KSRTC bus terminus were 
packed with devotees, 
with all trains and buses 
arriving at full capacity.

Despite the massive 
influx, temple authorities 
ensured a smooth flow 
of devotees. Parking 
areas overflowed, forcing 
vehicles to be parked 
along the roadside, yet 
the crowd was managed 
efficiently with the 
support of temple staff, 
security personnel, and 
local police.

The temple’s anna 
prasada (free meal) 

service ran seamlessly, and 
pilgrims also performed 
holy dips in the sacred 
Kumaradhara River, 
adding to the temple 
town’s spiritual vibrancy.

Accommodation 
facilities in and around 
Subrahmanya were fully 
booked from Saturday, 
including private lodges, 
as pilgrims thronged the 
temple town. Yet, the 
arrangements for lodging, 

meals, and darshan 
were handled effectively, 
turning the visit into a 
memorable experience 
for many. Temple 
Management Committee 
president Harish S. Injadi 
noted that the government 
recently revised temple 
service charges by 
about 40 percent from 
September 1 to offset 
increased material and 
maintenance costs. 

Thousands flock to Kukke Subrahmanya  
temple; Management lauded for arrangements
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This is my first World Juniors and I was clearly nervous in the first game. 
Additionally, this is the second time that I was facing a European player and 

it took me time to understand their style of play. But once I went to the better 
side in the second game, I was confident that I can win this match. 

-Gnana Dattu TT, Indian shuttler

Kushan Sarkar 
New Delhi

THE Indian bowling attack 
faced a stern test of character on 
an unresponsive sub-continen-
tal track but came out trumps, 
leaving the hosts on the cusp of 
a 2-0 clean sweep over a fight-
ing West Indies on the fourth 
day of the second Test here on 
Monday.

The Indians need another 58 
runs on the final day to win the 
game after reaching 63 for 1 at 
stumps in pursuit of 121.

Jasprit Bumrah (3/44 in 17.5 
overs), Kuldeep Yadav (3/104 
in 29 overs), Ravindra Jadeja 
(1/102 in 33 overs), Moham-
med Siraj (2/43 in 15 overs) and 
Washington Sundar (1/80 in 
23 overs) toiled hard for more 
than 118.5 overs in the second 
innings.

They eventually bowled out 
the West Indies for 390, leaving 
the home team with a target of 
121 to chase in 18 overs left on 

the fourth evening.
KL Rahul (25 batting) and 

Sai Sudharsan (30 batting) 
looked comfortable but didn’t 
take too many risks after Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal (8) holed out in 
the deep.

This was after Siraj struck a 
decisive blow with the second 
new ball before Kuldeep Yadav 
ran through the lower-middle 
order as Indian bowlers found 
their mojo in the post-lunch 
session on day four.

John Campbell (115 off 199 
balls) and Shai Hope (103 off 
214 balls) added 177 runs for 
the third wicket to show the 
Caribbean team’s stomach for 
fight but the Indian bowling 
unit’s patience paid off once the 
second new ball came into op-
eration post lunch.

But Jayden Seales (32) and 
Justin Greaves (50 not out) add-
ed 79 for the final wicket to take 
the match into day five.

The only consolation from 

this match for the West Indies 
would be two centuries that 
forced India to bat for the sec-
ond time.

It was a sincere bowling ef-
fort as Kuldeep, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Siraj and Jadeja all played their 
part with timely dismissals.

The Indian bowling unit can 
take heart from the fact that 
they had to bowl for long across 
two innings in conditions 
which were not conducive for 
either spin or pace.

The dead pitch at the Feroz 
Shah Kotla didn’t show any 
signs of wear and tear even well 
into the fourth day. (PTI)

BRIEF SCORES: 

India 518/5 dec and 63/1 in 
18 overs (B Sai Sudharsan 30 
not out, KL Rahul 25 not out; 
Jomel Warrican 1-15) trail West 
Indies 248 and 390 in 118.5 
overs (John Campbell 115, Shai 
Hope 103; Jasprit Bumrah 3-44, 
Kuldeep Yadav 3-104) by 58 
runs

India 58 runs away 
from clean sweep

Bowlers made to toil as West Indies stretch 2nd Test to day 5

 Guwahati

LALTHAZUALA Hmar and 
Vennala K registered con-
vincing victories in their re-
spective matches as Indian 
shuttlers began their indi-
vidual campaigns in the BWF 
World Junior Championships 
with an all-win record here on 
Monday.

Having helped the team 
bag a historic bronze medal 
in the team championships, 
the seeded Indian players had 
a bye in the opening round, 
while the others had to get 
their campaign going before 
the bigger challenges at the 
National Centre of Excel-
lence. Lalthazuala was the 
first Indian in action and the 
Mizoram shuttler needed just 
14 minutes to pack off Ugan-

da’s Denis Mukasa 15-4, 15-4. 
Later in the day, Gnana Dattu 
TT took time to overcome his 
nerves before beating Milan 
Mesterhazy of Hungary 5-15, 
15-7, 15-7 in boys’ singles, 
while Asian junior champion-
ships bronze medallist Ven-
nala hammered Ireland’s Sio-
fra Flynn 15-1, 15-6 in girls’ 
singles opening round.

Dattu, who did not play 

a single match in the team 
event, was the only Indian 
player to struggle on the 
opening day and the 17-year-
old blamed his nerves for the 
wild start. The Hyderabad-
born shuttler made too many 
errors in the opening game 
and looked completely out of 
sorts.

But he took control of the 
match in the second game 

and dominated the proceed-
ings thereafter.

“This is my first World 
Juniors and I was clearly 
nervous in the first game. 
Additionally, this is the sec-
ond time that I was facing 
a European player and it 
took me time to understand 
their style of play. “But once  
I went to the better side in the 
second game, I was confident 
that I can win this match,” 
said Dattu, who will face 
Joaquim Mendonca of Brazil 
in the second round.

The seeded players will be-
gin their campaign on Tues-
day and all Indian eyes will 
be on the girls’ singles stars -- 
top seed Tanvi Sharma, eighth 
seed Unnati Hooda and the 
experienced Rakshitha Sree. 
(PTI)

BWF World Jr C’ships
India make strong start in individual events

 Lalthazuala, Vennala register easy wins

Visakhapatnam

Nadine de Klerk demonstrated 
icy-cool demeanour under 
pressure and shepherded South 
Africa to a three-wicket win 
over Bangladesh in a thrilling 
Women’s World Cup match here 
on Monday. Set 233, premier all-
rounders Marizanne Kapp (56 
off 71 balls) and Chloe Tryon 
(62 off 69 balls) struck vital fif-
ties to help South Africa mount 
a remarkable fightback after they 
were tottering at 78 for five in the 
23rd over, with an 85-run stand 
for the sixth wicket.

In the end, South Africa com-
pleted the task with three balls to 
spare. After their dismissals, Na-
dine de Klerk, who was dropped 
by Shorna Akter at long-off in 
the penultimate over, finished 
the job with a four and a six to 
remain unbeaten on 37 off 29 

balls. De Klerk had also played 
a match winning knock against 
India. The dew was a problem 
for the Bangladesh spinners, 
who joined the party after young 
Shorna’s blistering 35-ball 51 not 
out lifted Bangladesh to 232 for 
six after a slow start. Before the 
18-year-old Shorna stepped on 
the accelerator, Sharmin Akhter 
(50 off 77 balls) and captain Ni-
gar Sultana (32 off 42) added 77 
runs for the third wicket to an-
chor the Bangladesh innings.

BRIEF SCORES:

Bangladesh: 232 for 6 in 50 
overs (Shorna Akter 51 not out, 
Sharmin Akter 50; Nonkululeko 
Mlaba 2/42) lost to South Africa: 
235 for 7 in 49.3 overs (Chloe 
Tryon 62, Marizanne Kapp 56, 
Nadine de Klerk 37 not out; 
Nahida Akter 2/44) by three 
wickets.

ICC Women’s ODI World Cup
Nadine guides SA to 3-wkt win over Bangladesh

ICC WOMEN’S WC TABLE
Team M W L PT NRR

AUS-W         4           3           0           7           1.353

ENG-W  3            3           0           6           1.864

SA-W  4             3           1           6           -0.618 

IND-W         4            2           2           4           0.682

NZ-W           3            1           2           2           -0.245

BAN-W        4            1           3           2           -0.263

SL-W            3            0           2           1          -1.526

PAK-W         3             0           3           0           -1.887

Al Ain (UAE)

INDIAN racing prodigy Atiqa Mir 
bossed a male-dominated grid to be-
come the first-ever female winner in 
the minimax category of the RMC UAE 
Karting Championship here.

In a fledgling career of many firsts, 
the 10-year-old took the race lead on lap 
four before breaking away from the pack 
and eventually completing a command-
ing win by over four seconds at the Al 
Ain Raceway on Sunday.

The 15-driver diverse grid represent-
ed eight different nationalities. With her 
stellar performance, the F1 Academy-

backed driver made it a memorable 
RMC debut for her team Akcel GP.

Atiqa fought adversity from third on 
the grid before coming out on top in a 
tight race. She made a decisive move on 
the inside for the lead and never looked 
back, setting blistering pace in rather 
windy conditions.

The win came after a difficult last 
weekend when Atiqa injured her hand 
but still managed a top-10 finish in the 
UAE IAME series.

“That felt good. It was tough for 
the first four laps. I was being pushed 
around but I fought hard and held on. I 
got a run on the back straight and went 
for the overtake for the lead,” said the 
racer from Jammu and Kashmir.

RMC UAE Championship
10-YR-OLD ATIQA MIR SEALS MEMORABLE WIN

 Guwahati

THE Assam Police on Mon-
day said it has invited a few 
eminent members of the civil 
society to discuss the final 
post-mortem report, includ-
ing the outcome of viscera 
analysis, of singer Zubeen 
Garg, who died in Singapore 
last month.

Speaking to reporters, 

CID’s Special DGP Munna 
Prasad Gupta said the report 
“will not be made public” 
but will be discussed with 
eminent people. “It is wrong 
that we are going to make 
the final post-mortem report 
public. We have invited a few 
eminent members of the civil 
society tomorrow at 4 pm. We 
will give them an update and 
show it to them,” he said.

Gupta, however, did not 
mention the names of the 
eminent personalities whom 
the police have invited.

He stressed that the final 
post-mortem report, includ-
ing the viscera analysis, will 
be presented before the court 
in due course of time.

The celebrated singer died 
under mysterious circum-
stances on September 19 

while swimming in the sea. 
He had gone to Singapore to 
attend the 4th edition of the 
North East India Festival.

A Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) under the Crimi-
nal Investigation Department 
(CID) of the state police is 
currently probing the case 
after more than 60 FIRs were 
lodged across Assam.

Chief Minister Himanta 

Biswa Sarma on Sunday said 
investigators have found a 
“definite angle” after they re-
ceived the viscera report.

After Garg’s second post-
mortem examination at 
Gauhati Medical College and 
Hospital (GMCH), the vis-
cera sample was sent to the 
Central Forensic Laboratory 
(CFL) in Delhi for a detailed 
examination. (PTI)

Assam Police invite eminent personalities to discuss Garg’s post-mortem report

Ballia (UP)

IN a move seemingly driven 
by disappointment over not 
being allocated a seat in the 
upcoming Bihar polls, the 
SBSP, a member of the NDA, 
announced on Monday that 
it will contest 153 seats in the 
state.

Suheldev Bharatiya Sa-
maj Party (SBSP) National 
General Secretary Arvind 
Rajbhar made the announce-
ment, stating that the party 
will reveal its candidates for 
the Bihar elections at a press 
conference in Patna on Tues-
day.

Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of an event in 
Ballia, Arvind Rajbhar said, 
“The SBSP will contest 153 
seats in Bihar. The party has 
been expanding its organi-
sation in Bihar for the last 
19 years and demonstrating 
its strength through various 
programmes. Our effort was 
to strengthen the NDA in Bi-
har as well, as we are with the 
NDA in Uttar Pradesh.”

Rajbhar claimed that the 
Bihar unit of the BJP provid-
ed a negative report regard-
ing the strength of the SBSP, 
which resulted in the NDA 
denying them any seats.

“We have been voicing our 

concerns for a long time. On 
May 1, 2025, we informed 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and BJP national presi-
dent JP Nadda. On May 5, 
we held a rally in Bihar and 
communicated to senior BJP 
leaders that if an alliance 
with the NDA was finalised, 
we would contest together; if 
not, we would contest alone,” 
he explained.

He added that the party 
waited until Sunday for 
the matter to be finalised. 
“We did not want to make a 
mistake on our part, so we 
waited for the decision of the 
NDA’s top leadership. Now, 
we have decided that the 
SBSP will contest 153 seats in 
Bihar,” Rajbhar said.

When asked about poten-
tial alliances with other par-
ties, Rajbhar mentioned that 
there have been efforts made 
since Sunday. “We received 
an offer from the Rashtriya 
Janata Dal to contest five 
seats, but we have rejected it,” 
he said, adding that he had 
also spoken with Jharkhand 
Chief Minister Hemant Sor-
en and Tej Pratap Yadav.

In response to a question, 
Rajbhar clarified that the 
SBSP will remain aligned 
with the NDA in Uttar 
Pradesh and emphasised that 
they were not focused on 
defeating or winning against 
anyone in Bihar. “We will 
gather our votes regardless of 
who wins or loses,” he added.

Bihar Assembly Polls
SBSP to contest 153 seats, 

says BJP top brass forewarned Kolkata

THE West Bengal Police on Monday 
arrested two more persons in con-
nection with the alleged gang rape 
of a medical student in Durgapur, 
taking the total number of appre-
hensions in the case to five, a senior 
officer said.

The 23-year-old woman hailing 
from Jaleswar in Odisha’s Balasore 
district was gang-raped on Friday 
night when she went outside the pri-
vate medical college with a friend to 
have dinner.

Deputy Commissioner of Police 
(DCP) Abhisekh Gupta of the Asan-
sol-Durgapur Police Commissioner-
ate told PTI, “Two more arrests have 
been made. With these, all five ac-
cused have been taken into custody 
based on the complaint filed by the 
woman.”

Three persons were arrested on 
Sunday for their alleged involvement 
in the ‘gang rape’ of the student.

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
described the incident as “shocking” 
and said her government has ‘zero 
tolerance’ for such crimes.

However, she also urged women 

not to venture out alone late at night, 
a remark that drew sharp criticism 
from opposition parties and wom-
en’s rights groups.

Leader of the Opposition in the 
state assembly, Suvendu Adhikari, 
alleged that at least one of the arrest-
ed accused is a Trinamool Congress 

(TMC) worker.
Reacting to the claim, TMC 

spokesperson Debanshu Bhattachar-
ya said, “Even if he is a party worker, 
it must be appreciated that the TMC 
has zero tolerance for crimes. Had 
this incident occurred in a BJP-ruled 
state, the accused would have been 
garlanded instead.”

The incident has also triggered 
sharp reactions from neighbouring 
Odisha, with Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi urging his West Ben-
gal counterpart to ensure the strict-
est punishment for the culprits.

Odisha State Commission for 
Women (OSCW) chairperson So-
vana Mohanty will also reach West 
Bengal during the day and she would 
speak to the survivor and check her 
health condition, and meet her par-
ents and hold discussions with the 
local police. (PTI)

Durgapur rape case

Two more held; all five accused now in custody

MUMBAI: The MNS wants the Con-
gress should be taken along, Shiv 
Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay Raut on 
Monday said, indicating that the Raj 
Thackeray-led party could be a part of 
the Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi.

Raut’s remarks came amid a buzz 
of cousins Raj Thackeray and Sena 
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray 
joining hands for the upcoming lo-
cal body polls in the state, though 
it is still unclear if the Maharashtra 
Navnirman Sena (MNS) head will be 

part of the larger Opposition alliance.
Responding to a question on 

whether Raj Thackeray is ready to be 
part of the Maha Vikas Aghadi, Raut 
told reporters, “Even Raj Thackeray 
desires that the Congress, which is 
a constituent of the MVA, should be 
taken along. This is his stand.”

“But this does not mean any deci-
sion has been taken on this,” the Rajya 
Sabha member stressed.

Raut said he has spoken to AICC 
general secretary K C Venugopal on 

“certain issues” and will also talk to 
Rahul Gandhi, leader of the opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha.

Uddhav Thackeray will also talk 
to Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge, he said.

A section of state Congress leaders 
has, however, opposed any move to 
join hands with the MNS, especially 
ahead of the upcoming Bihar assem-
bly polls.

Everyone has a place in state poli-
tics. The way Shiv Sena (UBT) has, 
MNS also has a place, so does Sharad 
Pawar-led NCP (SP) and the Left par-
ties, Raut said.

RAJ THACKERAY WANTS CONG ON BOARD: RAUT
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While excessive rainfall has affected crops in certain ar-
eas, other regions have benefited from a good monsoon, 
resulting in healthy crop growth. It is also expected to 
boost Rabi sowing and overall production

 -Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Agri Minister
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Airtel Bank  
in-pact with 
Hitachi payments 

Airtel Payments Bank 
announced its part-

nership with Hitachi 
Payment Services, a pay-
ments and commerce 
solutions provider, to 
accelerate digital pay-
ment adoption through 
the deployment of an 
end-to-end Soundbox 
solution across India. 
Ganesh Ananthanaray-
anan, COO, Airtel Pay-
ments Bank, said, “we 
are pleased to partner 
with Hitachi Payment 
Services for the Sound-
box solution. Through 
this collaboration, we 
aim to bring greater ease 
and convenience to both 
merchants and custom-
ers by simplifying digital 
payments.”

Bata launches 
new collection 

Bata India, a footwear 
brand, has  unveiled 

its ‘Brighter Moments’ 
collection at the Sarath 
City Capital Mall, Hy-
derabad. The company 
has also launched a new 
campaign featuring digi-
tal creator and actor Ni-
harika NM and  Kusha 
Kapila. Niharika NM, 
said: “The Hyderabad 
crowd was amazing! It 
was so much fun meeting 
everyone and celebrating 
with Bata. The collection 
really captures what the 
festive season means—
full of joy, energy, and 
confidence.”

Amazon sale gets 
good response in AP

The Amazon Great 
Indian Festival 2025 

has seen overwhelming 
participation from cus-
tomers and sellers across 
Andhra Pradesh, with 
strong growth across 
smartphones, electron-
ics, fashion & beauty, 
and everyday essentials. 
Sameer Lalwani, Busi-
ness Head - Amazon Ba-
zaar, added: “Customers 
across Andhra Pradesh 
are celebrating the Ama-
zon Great Indian Festival 
2025 with greater enthu-
siasm than ever — from 
premium TVs and pre-
cious jewellery to every-
day essentials and ultra-
affordable products on 
Amazon Bazaar.” 

Reality show  
on JioHotstar

Pitch to Get Rich, a 
fashion-focused en-

trepreneurial reality 
show, was officially un-
veiled at a press confer-
ence in Mumbai. Actors 
Akshay Kumar, Karan 
Johar, Manish Malhotra, 
and Malaika Arora un-
veiled the show’s trailer at 
a Grand Launch Event in 
Mumbai. Akshay Kumar 
said “Entrepreneurship is 
about courage, the cour-
age to  take risks, rein-
vent, and lead. Pitch to 
Get Rich celebrates that 
spirit while championing 
the vision  of Make in In-
dia, giving real opportu-
nities to fashion creators.”

Value Gold 
forays into AP

Value Gold, a gold 
trading brand, has 

forayed into Andhra 
Pradesh with opening 
of multiple branches 
in Vizag, Vijayawada, 
and Kurnool. Abhishek 
Chanda, Director, Val-
ue Gold, said: “We are 
thrilled to bring Value 
Gold’s trusted services 
to AP. Over the past two 
years, we have proudly 
served more than 10,000 
happy customers across 
Telangana, and this ex-
pansion is a natural next 
step in our growth jour-
ney.’’

RENEWED TARIFF CONCERNS 
TRIGGER SELLING

Mumbai

BENCHMARK indices 
Sensex and Nifty fell on 
Monday due to selling in 
IT and FMCG shares and a 
weak trend in global markets 
after US President Donald 
Trump announced an addi-
tional 100 per cent tariff on 
Chinese goods from Novem-
ber 1. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
dropped 173.77 points or 
0.21 per cent to settle at 
82,327.05, snapping its two-
day rally. After a gap-down 
opening, it tanked 457.68 
points or 0.55 per cent to a 
low of 82,043.14. However, 

resilience in banking and fi-
nancial majors helped limit 
the downside in the second 
half. The 50-share NSE Nifty 
declined 58 points or 0.23 
per cent to 25,227.35 as 30 of 
its constituents closed lower, 
19 with gains and one un-
changed. 

Among Sensex firms, Tata 
Motors fell the most by 2.67 
per cent a day ahead of the 
record date for determining 
shareholders’ eligibility for 
receiving shares in the de-
merged commercial vehicle 
business. Infosys, Hindustan 
Unilever, Power Grid, Bharat 
Electronics, ITC, UltraTech 
Cement and Tata Consultan-
cy Services were also among 
the laggards. However, Adani 
Ports, Bajaj Finance, Bajaj 

Finserv and Axis Bank were 
among the gainers. 

“Renewed US–China trade 
tensions sparked broad-
based profit-booking in early 
Monday trade, reflecting 
heightened investor caution. 
However, reports of an In-
dian trade delegation visit-
ing the US this week lifted 
sentiment, fueling optimism 
about a potential break-
through in bilateral trade ne-
gotiations and the successful 
conclusion of a long-awaited 
trade deal,” Ponmudi R, CEO 
of Enrich Money, an on-
line trading and wealth tech 
firm, said.  The BSE small-
cap gauge declined 0.43 per 
cent, and the midcap dipped 
0.18 per cent. IT tanked 0.90 
per cent, followed by capital 

goods (0.85 per cent), FMCG 
(0.83 per cent), BSE Focused 
IT (0.82 per cent) and tel-
ecommunication (0.66 per 
cent). Financial Services, 
utilities, bankex, services, 
power and realty were the 
gainers. As many as 2,627 
stocks declined while 1,664 
advanced and 168 remained 
unchanged on the BSE. 

“Tariff escalation con-
cerns—particularly after the 
U.S. President’s statement on 
the possibility of imposing an 
additional 100% duty on Chi-
nese goods—triggered risk 
aversion across global equi-
ties, which in turn dampened 
domestic sentiment,” Ajit 
Mishra – SVP, Research, Re-
ligare Broking Ltd said. 

l	BSE Sensex dropped 
173.77pts (-0.21%) to 
82,327.05

l	NSE Nifty declined 
58pts (-0.23%) to 
25,227.35 

l	FIIs bought equities 
worth Rs459.20 cr on 
Fri

l	2,627 declines, 1,664 
advances and 168 
unchanged

Muted Sentiments 
Reports of an Indian trade 
delegation visiting the US 
this week lifted sentiment, 
fueling optimism about 
a potential breakthrough 
in bilateral trade 
negotiations and the 
successful conclusion of a 
long-awaited trade deal

- Ponmudi R,  
CEO, Enrich Money

Weak trend emerged in global markets after Trump announced an additional 100% tariff on Chinese goods from Nov 1
Mumbai

MARKETS regulator Sebi 
Chairman Tuhin Kanta Pan-
dey on Monday urged mutual 
fund trustees to adopt robust 
early warning systems that 
can detect irregularities and 
prompt timely interventions 
to safeguard investor inter-
ests.

Speaking at the Leader-
ship Dialogue for Trustees 
of Mutual Funds, Pandey 
emphasised that trustees 
form the first line of defence 
in ensuring the integrity of 
systems and processes within 
the mutual fund ecosystem. 
He asked them not to remain 
passive recipients of Sebi’s re-
forms, but to engage actively 
to safeguard the investors. 
“When needed, trustees are 
empowered to act - to ques-
tion, to escalate, and, if nec-
essary, to intervene,” Pandey 
said. “This authority carries 
with it the moral duty to act 
decisively and fearlessly to 
protect the interests of in-
vestors.” Describing trustees 
as the backbone of investor 
confidence, he underlined 
that their role is far from cer-

emonial. Instead, it is fiduci-
ary, moral, and institutional, 
demanding continuous en-
gagement and accountability. 
Trustees, he said, must engage 
actively by proposing “work-
able guardrails, suggesting 
simplifications that do not 
weaken the safeguards, and 
bringing wide experience 
during the consultation pro-
cess”. Pandey said, “Trustees 
must ensure robust early 
warning systems -- mecha-
nisms that detect anomalies, 
track exceptions, and trigger 
timely interventions”. 

He also urged trustees to 
keep pace with emerging ar-
eas, such as derivatives, ESG 
investing, alternative assets, 
and risk analytics, noting 
that continuous learning and 
specialised training are now 

indispensable for effective 
oversight. “As mutual funds 
expand into new frontiers, in-
cluding passive funds, inter-
national exposure, tokenised 
assets, and AI-enabled port-
folio management, trustees 
will play an even more strate-
gic role, balancing innovation 
with integrity,” he added. 

The Sebi chief also high-
lighted recent regulatory ini-
tiatives aimed at reinforcing 
trust and transparency. The 
regulator has clearly deline-
ated the roles of trustees and 
AMC (asset management 
company) boards. Trustees 
are now expected to conduct 
independent evaluations and 
due diligence, while AMC 
boards must establish a 
Unitholder Protection Com-
mittee.

Sebi suggests early warning 
systems for MF trustees

Mkt regulator chief emphasised that trustees form the first line of defence in 
ensuring the integrity of systems and processes within the mutual fund ecosystem

New Delhi

RETAIL inflation slowed to 
an over 8-year low of 1.54 per 
cent in September and slipped 
below Reserve Bank’s comfort 
zone mainly due to subdued 
prices of vegetables, fruits and 
pulses, showed government 
data released on Monday. The 
consumer price index (CPI) 
based inflation was 2.07 per 
cent in August and 5.49 per 

cent in September 2024. The 
previous low was 1.46 per 
cent in June 2017. It is for the 
second time that retail infla-
tion has slipped below 2 per 
cent in 2025. 

The government has man-
dated the RBI to ensure CPI 
remains at 4 per cent with a 
margin of 2 per cent on the 
either side. "There is decrease 
of 53 basis points in headline 
inflation of September, 2025 

in comparison to August 
2025. It is the lowest year-on-
year inflation after June 2017," 
the National Statistics Office 
(NSO) said. Year-on-year 
food inflation during Septem-
ber 2025 was (-) 2.28 per cent 
compared to (-) 0.64 per cent 
in August and 9.24 per cent in 
September last year. 

"The decline in headline in-
flation and food inflation dur-
ing the month of September 
2025 is mainly attributed to 
favourable base effect and de-
cline in inflation of vegetables, 
oil and fats, fruits, pulses and 
products, cereal and products, 
egg, fuel and light," NSO said. 

According to the NSO data, 
inflation in rural India was 
at 1.07 per cent and in urban 
parts at 2.04 per cent. Highest 
inflation was in Kerala at 9.05 
per cent and lowest in Uttar 
Pradesh (-) 0.61 per cent. In 
its October bimonthly mon-
etary policy, the Reserve Bank 
lowered its inflation projec-
tion for 2025-26 to 2.6 per 
cent from 3.1 per cent esti-
mated in August. 

Regarding the inflation 
outlook for second half of the 
fiscal, RBI said that healthy 
progress of the south-west 
monsoon, higher kharif sow-
ing, adequate reservoir levels 
and comfortable buffer stock 
of foodgrains should keep 
food prices benign. 

It said that the recently im-
plemented GST rate rationali-
sation would lead to a reduc-
tion in prices of several items 
in the CPI basket. Overall, the 
inflation outcome is likely to 
be softer than what was pro-
jected in the August MPC res-
olution, primarily on account 
of the GST rate cuts and be-
nign food prices. Comment-
ing on the data, Aditi Nayar, 
Chief Economist, ICRA said 
the CPI inflation eased to a 
99-month low in September 
2025, pulled down by sharper-
than-anticipated disinflation 
in food and beverages to 1.4 
per cent (an 81-month low), 
despite several other catego-
ries recording a sequential up-
tick in year-on-year inflation 
prints.

Retail inflation falls to 
8-yr low of 1.54% in Sept
Consumer price index (CPI) based inflation was 2.07% in Aug, 5.49% in Sept 2024

BELOW RBI’S COMFORT ZONE
l	RBI lowered inflation 

projection for FY26 
to 2.6% from earlier 
prediction of 3.1% 

l	Pegs positive inflation 
outlook for H2/FY26

l	Healthy progress of 
South-West monsoon

l	Higher Kharif sowing

l	Adequate reservoir levels 

l	Comfortable buffer stock of foodgrains

Foxconn to invest `15,000cr, 
generate 14,000 jobs in TN

Tamil Nadu’s investment promotion agency Guidance will set up first-ever Foxconn Desk to facilitate 
Taiwanese co’s projects, mission-mode execution, calling it a step towards ‘Dravidian Model 2.0

New Delhi

TAIWANESE contract man-
ufacturing giant Foxconn is 
set to invest Rs15,000 crore 
in Tamil Nadu, creating 
14,000 high-value jobs, the 
state’s industries minister 
TRB Rajaa announced on 
Monday. According to the 
minister, this is the largest-
ever commitment for engi-
neering jobs in the state and 
will give a significant boost 
to Tamil Nadu’s electronics 
and advanced manufactur-
ing sector.

“Largest ever engineering 
jobs for Tamil Nadu. Com-
mitment for Tamil Nadu! 
Foxconn commits Rs15,000 
crore in investments and 
14,000 high value jobs. Engi-
neers get ready,” Rajaa said in 
a post on social media plat-
form X.

Rajaa said Foxconn plans 
to bring its next phase of 
value-added manufacturing, 
R&D integration, and AI-
driven advanced technology 
operations to Tamil Nadu.

He added that Foxconn’s 
India representative, Robert 

Wu, met with Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister MK Stalin to 
reaffirm the company’s con-
fidence in the state through 
substantial investment plans.

“Yet another major boost 
for Tamil Nadu’s electronics 
and advanced manufactur-
ing sector as @CMOTamil 
Nadu Thiru. @MKStalin ava-
rgal met with Foxconn’s India 
Representative Robert Wu to 
reaffirm their deep trust in 
Tamil Nadu with substantial 
investment commitments,” 
he added in his post.

To support these develop-

ments, Tamil Nadu’s invest-
ment promotion agency, 
Guidance, will set up the 
first-ever Foxconn Desk in 
India.

The minister said this desk 
will ensure smooth facilita-
tion of projects and mission-
mode execution, calling it 
a step towards what he de-
scribed as ‘Dravidian Model 
2.0.’

The announcement comes 
after Robert Wu also met 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah in Bengaluru 
last Sunday.

Foxconn’s India representative Robert Wu calls on Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister MK Stalin in Chennai on Monday

Tim Hortons 
opens new outlet 

at Hyd airport
Hans Business 

Hyderabad

GLOBAL coffee chain Tim 
Hortons has opened its latest 
outlet at the Arrivals area of 
Rajiv Gandhi International 
Airport (RGIA), Hyderabad, 
marking its 41st store in India 
and third in the Hyderabad 
region. The new store is stra-
tegically located to serve 
domestic and international 
arrivals, meeters and greet-
ers, and airport staff, operat-
ing 24x7 to offer travelers the 
brand’s full range of signature 
beverages, fresh food options, 
and baked favourites.

The launch strengthens 
Tim Hortons’ growing pres-
ence in India’s high-footfall 
transit and metropolitan hubs, 
underscoring the brand’s 
commitment to expanding 
its reach across key travel 
destinations. Since entering 
the Indian market in 2022, 
Tim Hortons has established 
outlets in major cities such 
as Delhi, Mumbai, Bengal-
uru, Pune, Chandigarh, and 
Ludhiana, along with seven 
stores at airports nationwide.

Euler Motors 
unveils world’s 1st 
1-tonne electric 
mini truck in Hyd

Hans Business 
Hyderabad

MARKING a major mile-
stone in India’s commercial 
EV segment, Euler Motors on 
Monday, launched the Turbo 
EV 1000, the world’s first 
1-tonne four-wheeler electric 
mini truck, in Hyderabad. De-
signed for urban logistics and 
small business operators, the 
new model combines power, 
payload capacity, and cost ef-
ficiency, setting new bench-
marks in the electric commer-
cial vehicle (eCV) category.

Priced from Rs5.99 lakh 
(ex-showroom), the Turbo 
EV 1000 is the most affordable 
1-tonne EV globally. It offers 
an annual savings potential of 
up to Rs1.15 lakh compared to 
diesel vehicles, making it an 
attractive option for cost-con-
scious fleet owners and driv-
er-entrepreneurs. The truck 
is specifically engineered for 
Hyderabad’s busy transport 
routes, where frequent trips, 
heavy loads, and rising fuel 
prices have made EV adop-
tion a practical choice.

India clocks 61 deals worth $7.8 bn in Q3
$3-bn quarterly transactions fuelled financial services’ deal pipeline: Grant Thornton Bharat

New Delhi

INDIA’S financial services 
sector saw 61 deals total-
ling $7.8 billion in Q3 2025, 
up 39 per cent in value in 
quarterly terms fuelled by $3 
billion transactions, indicat-
ing sustained institutional 
confidence and strong public 
market activity, a report said 
on Monday. 

The fintech sector stood 
out in terms of deal activity, 
attracting private equity in-
terest in AI, digital payments, 
and automation, highlight-
ing the sector’s resilience 
amid global uncertainty, the 
report from Grant Thornton 
Bharat said.

The total deal value in Q3 
2025 also marked the high-
est quarterly value since Q1 
2024, the report said.

“Q3 reflects the current di-
chotomy in India and global 
markets. While overall deal 
volumes softened, long-term 
strategic investments, an up-
tick in QIP and IPO activity 
and fintech innovation high-
light sustained investor con-
fidence,” said Vishal Agar-
wal, Partner, Private Equity 

Group and Deals Tax Advi-
sory Leader, Grant Thornton 
Bharat.

Domestic reforms, such as 
GST rationalisation, could 
boost consumption, and re-
thinking acquisition financ-
ing by banks and supportive 
measures for fintech will be 
key to driving the sector’s 
growth trajectory, Agarwal 
said.

Further, Q3 2025 recorded 
17 M&A deals worth $1.5 
billion, marking a slight 6 
per cent increase in deal vol-
umes, the report noted.

M&A deal values, howev-
er, reflected a more measured 
environment, characterised 
by smaller average deal sizes.

Gold may surge to 
`1.5L/10gm in 2026

MUMBAI: GOLD’S dream 
run continues in 2025, with 
experts predicting that prices 
could climb as high as Rs1.3 
lakh per 10 grams this Dhan-
teras and even reach Rs1.5 
lakh by early 2026. The surge 
is being driven by global eco-
nomic uncertainty, strong 
central bank buying, and 
expectations of interest rate 
cuts that are keeping investor 
demand for the yellow metal 
strong.

“Strong central bank and 
ETF buying, even at record 
prices, along with declining 
trust in fiat currencies amid 
upcoming rate cuts, will keep 

gold prices elevated,” market 
experts said. On Multi Com-
modity Exchange (MCX), 
gold prices have already 
touched Rs1,22,284 per 10 
grams for the December con-
tract this week. Analysts said 
the rally is being driven by 
global economic uncertainty, 
geopolitical tensions, and ris-
ing hopes of interest rate cuts 
by the US Federal Reserve.

PAPER CHEQUES DISAPPEARING 
NEW DELHI: Digital transactions contributed 99.8 per cent of 
India’s retail payments in the first quarter of the current financial 
year (Q1FY26), with paper-based instruments (cheques) nearly 
obsolete, owing to policy push, infrastructure support, and deep 
fintech penetration, a report said on Monday.  Digital payments, 
led by Unified Payment Interface (UPI), Aadhaar-enabled pay-
ment system (AePS), Immediate Payment Service (IMPS), and 
others, dominate retail transactions, accounting for 92.6 per cent 
of payment value and 99.8 per cent of transaction volume as of 
the first quarter of the current fiscal (Q1 FY26).

NEW DELHI: Shares of non-
banking financial company 
Tata Capital Ltd on Monday 
made a muted market debut 
and ended over 1 per cent 
higher against the issue price 
of Rs 326. The stock started 
trading at Rs 330, up 1.22 per 
cent from the issue price on 
both BSE and NSE. 

During the day, shares 
of the firm hit a high of Rs 
332.80 and a low of Rs 326.15 
on the BSE. The stock finally 
ended at Rs 330.40, up 1.34 
per cent. At the NSE, the 

stock climbed 2.14 per cent 
to Rs 333 in intra-day trade. 
It later ended at Rs 330.50, up 
1.38 per cent. The company's 
market valuation stood at Rs 
1,40,250.47 crore. In volume 
terms, 99.83 lakh shares of 
the firm were traded at the 
BSE and 1,176.12 lakh shares 
on the NSE during the day.

TATA CAPITAL MAKES DREARY DEBUT



THE upcoming en-
tertainer ‘Mithra 

Mandali’, starring 
Priyadarshi and 
Niharika NM in the 
lead roles, has suc-
cessfully completed 
its censor formalities 
and received a U/A 
certificate. Directed 
by Vijayendra, the 
film is produced by 
Kalyan Manthena, 
Bhanu Prathap, and 
Dr. Vijayendra Reddy 
Teegala under Sap-
taashva Media Works 
in association with 
B.V. Works, and presented by Bunny Vas. The movie is all 
set for a grand theatrical release on October 16.

The censor board appreciated the film for its wholesome 
entertainment and sharp satire on various social systems. 
They praised the makers for blending buddy comedy with 
thought-provoking humor, making it a film that appeals to 
all sections of the audience. Featuring a fun and emotional 
track between Priyadarshi and Niharika, the film also stars 
Vishnu Oi, Rag Mayur, and Prasad Behara in key comic 
roles. Adding to the laughter are Vennela Kishore, Satya, 
and VTV Ganesh, while Brahmanandam appears in a spe-
cial surprise role. With 
strong positive buzz, 
‘Mithra Mandali’ 
is gearing up for 
a grand release 
on October 16.

‘Mithra Mandali’ 
gets U/A certificate
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Chiranjeevi meets  
Hyderabad CP Sajjanar
M

EGASTAR 
Chiranjeevi 
paid a courtesy 

call on Hyderabad Police 
Commissioner VC Sajjanar. 
He met Sajjanar, presented 
him with a bouquet of 
flowers, and wished 
him well on his recent 
assumption of office as 
Hyderabad CP.

Chiranjeevi and Sajjanar 
share a good rapport. 
During Sajjanar’s previous 
stint as Cyberabad CP, 
both participated in several 
programs together to raise 
public awareness about 
the importance of plasma 

donation during the 
Corona pandemic.

The megastar is currently 
acting in the film ‘Mana 

Shankara Varaprasad’, 
directed by Anil Ravipudi. 
The film will be released as 
a Sankranthi gift.

STAR Boy Siddu Jonnala-
gadda is gearing up for a 

festive release as his much-
anticipated youthful love 
saga ‘Telusu Kada’ will hit the 
screens this Diwali on Octo-
ber 17th, just five days away. 
The film, which marks the 
directorial debut of popular 
stylist Neeraja Kona under 
the esteemed banner of Peo-
ple Media Factory, produced 
by TG Vishwa Prasad and 
Krithi Prasad, has successfully 
cleared its censor hurdle, se-
curing a ‘U/A’ certificate.

Reports are completely 
positive, which bodes well for 
the movie. Expectations have 
indeed reached new heights. 
The makers have finalized an 
optimal runtime of 2 hours 
and 16 minutes, ensuring a 
tight and engaging experience 
with no dull or unnecessary 
moments. With such a crisp 
runtime, it is expected to be 
racy from start to finish.

‘Telusu Kada’ features a 
compelling ensemble led by 
Siddu Jonnalagadda, Srinidhi 
Shetty, and Raashii Khanna. 
It’s a contemporary love sto-
ry, highly relatable to today’s 
youth, enriched with unex-
pected twists and layered 
complexities surrounding the 
central trio.

Siddu Jonnalagadda plays a 
lively character, and his youth-
ful charm and screen presence 
are sure to entertain. Srinidhi 
Shetty and Raashii Khanna 
light up the screen with their 
glamour, while Viva Harsha 
promises solid comic relief in 
a significant role.

S Thaman’s music is already 
a major asset, with two tracks 
having become viral hits. 
Promising a wholesome blend 
of fun, emotion, and a unique, 
socially relevant undercur-
rent, ‘Telusu Kada’ is set to 
offer complete entertainment 
this Diwali.

‘Telusu Kada’ gets U/A certificate‘Telusu Kada’ gets U/A certificate Thaman 
introduces Mishra 

Brothers’ magic

‘GOD of the Masses’ 
Nandamuri Bal-

akrishna and blockbuster 
director Boyapati Srinu’s 
dynamic and powerful 
fourth collaboration, the 
much-awaited high-
octane sequel ‘Akhanda 
2: Tandavam’, is in the 
final stages of post-
production. Ram Achanta 
and Gopichand Achanta 
are ambitiously produc-
ing this project under the 
banner 14 Reels Plus, with 
M Tejaswini Nandamuri 
proudly presenting it. The 
already released teaser of 
‘Akhanda 2’ has created a 
huge buzz and enthralled 
fans. Sensational compos-
er Thaman has recently 
begun the background 
score for ‘Akhanda 2’. 
Brothers Pandit Shravan 
Mishra and Pandit Atul 
Mishra, known for their 
mesmerizing recitation of 
Sanskrit verses, are mak-
ing their debut in the film 
industry with this project.

In the background score 
composed by Thaman, 
the Mishra brothers will 
enchant audiences with 
powerful Sanskrit verses 
and Vedic mantras, prom-
ising to give goosebumps 
and elevate the spiritual 
intensity of the film. Tha-
man’s high-voltage score is 
set to deliver an electrify-
ing cinematic experience.

Samyukta plays the 
lead role in the film, while 
Aadhi Pinisetty portrays 
a powerful character. 
Harshali Malhotra will be 
seen in a crucial role.

C. Ramprasad and 
Santosh D. Detake are 
handling cinematography, 
while Tammiraju serves as 
the editor and AS Prakash 
as the art director. Backed 
by a powerhouse team and 
immense expectations, 
‘Akhanda 2: Tandavam’ is 
poised to deliver a grand 
blend of spirituality, ac-
tion, and visual splendor. 
The film is set for a world-
wide theatrical release on 
December 5, 2025.

A youth-oriented crime and 
suspense thriller film titled 

‘Meghana’ is all set to hit the 
Telugu silver screen soon. Featur-
ing ‘Chitram’ Srinivas, Sushma, 

and Ram Bandaru in the lead 
roles, the film is directed by 

Sudhakar Reddy Varra and 
produced by Nandi Venkat 
Reddy under the banner 
of Sri Shiva Sai Films. The 
poster and teaser launch 
event was held grandly 

at the Telugu 
Film Chamber, 
Hyderabad, with 
several film celebri-
ties gracing the 
occasion.

Speaking at 
the event, hero 
‘Chitram’ Srinivas 
said, “This film is 
being made with 
strong content and 

will surely become a success. I 
believe it will add another hit to 
my career. I thank the director 
and producer for giving me this 
opportunity.”

Heroine Sushma said, “Since 
the beginning, everyone in the 
team has been very supportive. 
I’m happy to have been given a 
chance to play the lead role. My 
father passed away three years 
ago, and I haven’t celebrated my 
birthday since. 

But celebrating it during this 
press meet made me feel deeply 
emotional and happy. This movie 
will be a special milestone  
in my life.”

Director Sudhakar Reddy 
Varra shared, “Though it’s a small 
production, we made this movie 
with big dreams. Despite facing 
several challenges, we completed 
it within two years. The story 
mainly revolves around human 

emotions and relationships. I’m 
confident audiences will connect 
deeply with it.”

Producer Nandi Venkat Reddy 
stated, “We’ve made this film 
with a strong social message and 
designed it to appeal to family 
audiences. The story is engag-
ing and entertaining for all age 
groups. We will soon announce 
the release date.”

Chief guests — director 
Sanjeev Mogoti, ‘Meelo Okadu’ 
movie hero Kuppili Srinivas, and 
noted actors ‘Gharshana’ Srini-
vas, Lankela Ashok Reddy, and 
Dhanunjay — praised the teaser, 
saying, “It looks gripping and 
fresh. Making a crime suspense 
thriller with new talent is truly 
inspiring. We sincerely wish the 
entire team great success.”

The movie is currently in its 
final post-production stage and 
will soon be released in theatres.

Grand launch of ‘Meghana’ teaser

A celebration of cinema 
like never before — the 

wholesome teaser of Ener-
getic Star Ram Pothineni, di-
rected by Mahesh Babu P and 
produced by Mythri Movie 
Makers, for ‘Andhra King Ta-
luka’ is out now.

Energetic Star Ram Poth-
ineni’s much-awaited unique 
entertainer ‘Andhra King 
Taluka’, directed by Mahesh 
Babu P and produced by the 
Pan-India production house 
Mythri Movie Makers, is in 
the final phase of production. 
Bhagyashri Borse plays the 
leading lady, while Upendra 
will be seen as an on-screen 
superhero. Vivek & Mervin 
composed the music, and 
the two songs released so far 
have become chartbusters. 
Today, the makers unveiled 
the teaser, offering a glimpse 
into Ram’s character and the 
film’s premise.

The protagonist grows up 
worshipping films and admir-
ing the Andhra King. As a 
devoted fan, he celebrates his 
favorite star’s successes and 
even gets into fights defend-
ing him. But just as deeply as 
he loves his hero, there’s a girl 
who loves him with equal in-
tensity. The teaser concludes 
with a hard-hitting dialogue 
delivered by Murali Sharma.

Ram Pothineni completely 
immerses himself in the role 

of a movie fan. Every hero’s 
admirer will see a bit of them-
selves in this character. Ram 
performs with infectious en-
ergy, and his charming smile 
makes the character even 
more appealing. Bhagyashri 
Borse plays Ram’s love inter-
est with grace and expressive-
ness. Rao Ramesh and Tulasi 
appear as Ram’s parents, while 
Satya provides comic relief as 
his friend. Murali Sharma 
leaves an impression with a 
single impactful scene.

Director Mahesh Babu P, 
who delivered a big hit with 
his debut film, returns with 
another compelling story. 
His dialogues are impact-
ful and relatable to the aver-
age audience. The teaser is 
smartly cut, blending all the 
essential elements seamlessly. 

Siddharth Nuni’s cinematog-
raphy beautifully captures 
the vibrant first-day-first-
show atmosphere and the 
rustic charm of village life. 
Vivek–Mervin’s background 
score enhances the teaser’s 
moods, adding depth and en-
ergy to the visuals. The pro-
duction values from Mythri 
Movie Makers are top-notch. 
Sreekar Prasad serves as the 
editor, and Avinash Kolla as 
the production designer.

It’s truly a celebration of 
cinema like never before, of-
fering wholesome entertain-
ment. The teaser packs all the 
right ingredients, generating 
a strong buzz for the film. 
Expectations have risen con-
siderably, and ‘Andhra King 
Taluka’ is set for a grand theat-
rical release on November 28.

RAM POTHINENI’S ‘ANDHRA KING’ 
TEASER CELEBRATES CINEMA

‘Takshakudu’  
set for Netflix
THE talented young ac-

tor Anand Deverakonda 
stars in ‘Takshakudu’, an in-
tense action drama directed 
by Vinod Anantoju and 
made exclusively for Netflix. 
The duo previously delivered 
the critically acclaimed hit 
‘Middle Class Melodies’, and 
their reunion has already 
sparked major curiosity 
among movie lovers.

Produced by S. Naga Vam-
si and Sai Soujanya, ‘Tak-
shakudu’ features Nitanshi 
Goel as the female lead.

Netflix officially an-
nounced the film’s arrival 
today with a striking poster 
carrying the tagline: “In the 
hunter’s story, the deer are al-
ways the culprits.” The poster 
shows Anand Deverakonda 
holding a gun, with a village 
burning in the background—
a visual that immediately 
builds intrigue. Early buzz 
suggests ‘Takshakudu’ will be 
a bold and unique addition to 
Anand Deverakonda’s career, 
marking his most intense and 
different attempt yet.

SUCCESSFUL actor Kiran Ab-
bavaram is set to entertain 

audiences in the upcoming film 
‘K-Ramp’. The movie is jointly 
produced by prominent produc-
tion houses Hasya Movies and 
Rudransh Celluloid, with rising 
producers Razesh Danda and 
Shiva Bommak supporting the 
project. Directed by Jains Nani, 
‘K-Ramp’ is slated for a grand 
theatrical release on October 
18, coinciding with the 
Diwali festival.

In a recent 
interview, director 
Jains Nani shared 
insights into the 
film. “We chose the 
title ‘K-Ramp’ because 
it fits the story and the 
hero’s character, Kumar. While 
some might assume it’s a 
vulgar term, we never intended 
it that way. The character faces 
various challenges, and the 
term 'ramp' aligned perfectly 
with his journey. Other titles 
were considered, but this one 
was catchy and memorable,” 
he explained.

Addressing concerns about 
the trailer, Nani said, “Although 
a few lines may seem edgy, 
‘K-Ramp’ is very much a family 
film. Our aim is to attract youth 
first, as they will bring their 
families to theatres. The story 
is relatable for all audiences. 
While some films rely on iso-
lated ‘moments’, ‘K-Ramp’ has 
a solid storyline with engaging 
sequences. The interval block 
will also be a surprise.”

Nani shared details about 
the film’s preparation. “I 
studied at IIT Madras, where I 
made short films that encour-

aged me to step into Tollywood. 
Kiran Abbavaram’s involve-
ment helped refine the script 
based on his energy and body 
language. During scripting, he 
contributed ideas without inter-
fering. We completed shooting 
in 47 days with no wastage,” 
he said.

The heroine, Yukti, under-
went workshops and rehears-
als to perfectly fit her role. “The 

first half focuses on the 
hero, while the second 

half highlights the 
heroine. Both have 
strong performance 
arcs, ensuring audi-

ences stay engaged,” 
added Nani.
The film introduces 

freshness through its Kerala 
backdrop, bringing in new 
visuals, local flavor, and unique 
humor. The background score 
incorporates Kerala’s musical 
elements, complementing the 
three songs in the movie.

Nani concluded, “With tough 
competition this Diwali, our 
teaser and trailer have already 
received a strong response. We 
invite audiences to theatres 
for guaranteed fun. Kamalini 
Jethmalani appears in a small 
guest role with hilarious scenes 
alongside Naresh. Personally, I 
love energetic, fun-filled films, 
and ‘K-Ramp’ delivers just 
that. Some new projects are in 
discussion, which I will reveal 
after the release.”

With its blend of comedy, 
drama, and engaging story-
telling, ‘K-Ramp’ promises 
to be a fun-filled cinematic 
experience for both youth and 
family audiences.

‘K-Ramp’ promises 
fun entertainment


