www.thehansindia.com | VOL 15 | NO. 60 | PAGES 8 | 310.00

"Hans India &

Will fight against medical colleges’ privatisation: Roja
YSR Congress Party has reiterated its strong opposition
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Esha wins women'’s air pistol gold
Olympian and reigning mixed team pistol world

Hindi, the golden foundation of self-reliant India
Hindi Diwas on September 14 marks the historic moment when,

Rhea Chakraborty fmds chaos behind shoots ‘magical’ a
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Z the-scenes world of shooting and tagged the experience as both in 1949, the Constituent Assembly granted Hindi the prestigious % to the State government’s decision to develop medical col- |55 champion Esha Singh ended India’s medal drought at
= chaotic and magical. Taking to Instagram, Rhea shared some status of the official language. The day is not just a celebration | leges under the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model, 'n°'= the ISSF World Cup Rifle/Pistol, clinching gold in the
S BTS moments. p7 |2 of our cultural heritage but a symbol of Hindi's. P6 & termingitas privatisation of education sector. P4/5 women’s 10m air pistol here on Saturday. PS
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Impose tariffs on
countries buying
Russian oil: US to G7

WASHINGTON: The United
States has asked G7 countries
to impose tariffs on countries
purchasing oil from Russia,
asserting that only “unified
efforts” that cut off funding

to Moscow's war machine at
source can apply sufficient
pressure to end “the senseless
killing.” US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent and the United
States Trade Representative
Ambassador Jamieson Greer
were on a call with G7 Finance
Ministers on Friday when they
reiterated President Donald
Trump's call to the bloc's part-
ners about imposing tariffs

on countries purchasing oil
from Russia. Francois-Philippe
Champagne, Canada's Min-
ister of Finance and National
Revenue, chaired a meeting
of G7 Finance Ministers to
discuss further measures to
increase pressure on Russia to
end its war against Ukraine.

FIR over Al video
by Congress on
Modi, his mother

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police on
Saturday registered an FIR on a
BJP worker's complaint over an
Al-generated "deepfake" video
posted by the Bihar Congress
unit on its X handle that alleg-
edly tarnished the image of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his late mother, an official
said. The complaint was filed
on Friday by Sanket Gupta, con-
venor of the BJP Delhi Election
Cell, at the North Avenue Police
Station, who alleged the video
"maligned the Prime Minister's
image, grossly violating law,
morality and women's dignity".
The clip was posted on the
official X handle of the Indian
National Congress, Bihar unit,
on September 10, the com-
plaint said.
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GOVT TRANSFERS
14 1PS OFFICERS
ACROSS
THE STATE

VIJAYAWADA: THE state
government issues orders
transferring and posting
of 14 IPS officers effective
immediately on Saturday.
Chief secretary K Vijay-
anand issued GO No 1690
to this effect.
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Revolutions don't happen
every day — that's why
I'd choose a Rajya Sabha
nomination over the PM's post

NE is India’s growth engine: PM

The Prime Minister said that the Northeast was earlier called
a frontier state, now the region has become a front runner

A1ZAWL

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi said on Saturday that
the Northeast region is a
growth engine of India and
it progressed a lot during the
past 11 years.

Inaugurating the ambi-
tious 51.38-km  Bair-
abi-Sairang  railway
project, flagging off
three new trains
connecting  Aizawl
with Delhi, Kolkata
and Guwahati and
laying the foundation
stone and inaugurat-
ing multiple development
projects worth over Rs 9,000
crore, the Prime Minister

He said that
through the Kaladan
Multimodal Transit Trans-
port Project Mizoram
and other Northeastern
states'of India would be
onnected with the Ba
of Bengal

said that the
Northeast was
earlier  called
a frontier state,
now the region has be-
come a front runner.
He said that through the

Kaladan Multimodal Tran-
sit Transport Project Mizo-
ram and other Northeastern
states of India would be
connected with the Bay of
Bengal.

Continued on Page 5

3-hour pit stop is not compassion:
Cong targets Modi’s Manipur visit

NEW DELHI: Terming
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Manipur a
"pit stop", the Congress on
Saturday alleged that the
trip is "tokenism" and a
"grave insult" to the people
of the state.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge accused
Modi of organising a grand

welcome ceremony for
himself and claimed that

it "is a cruel prick" to the
wounds of those still suffer-
ing. "In the words of your
own... Where is your Rajd-
harma?" Kharge asked on X
just before Modi's Manipur
visit. "Narendra Modi ji,
your 3-hour pit stop in
Manipur is not compassion

-- it's farce, tokenism, and
a grave insult to wounded
people. Your so-called
roadshow in Imphal and
Churachandpur today, is
nothing but a cowardly es-
cape from hearing the cries
of people in relief camps!"
the Congress chief said in
his post on X.

Continued on Page 5

Want to make Manipur symbol of
peace & prosperity, says Modi

People have chosen the path of peace and
given priority to development: PM

CHURACHANDPUR:
Urging various outfits
to shun violence,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
on Saturday
asserted that
his government
stood firmly
with the people
of Manipur and
was working towards
the goal of making the
strife-torn state a symbol
of peace and prosperity.
Addressing a public
meeting in Kuki-dominat-

ed Churachandpur district
during his first visit to the
state after ethnic vio-
"4, lence broke out in
| May 2023, Modi
hailed Manipur
as the land
of hope and
aspiration, and
said that "unfor-
tunately, violence
had cast its shadow on
this beautiful region". "A
short while ago, I met the
affected people at a relief
camp.
Continued on Page 5

PM interacts with IDP Kukis, Meiteis

IMPHAL/CHURA-
CHANDPUR: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday interacted
with a section of the
people belonging to the
two warring communi-
ties, Kuki and Meitei, who
were displaced due to the
ethnic violence in Ma-
nipur, officials said. Modi

listened to the concerns of
the families of internally
displaced persons (IDPs)
at the historic Kangla Fort
complex in Imphal and
Peace Ground in Chu-
rachandpur, and assured
them of the Centre's com-
mitment to restore peace
and normalcy in the state,
they said.
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CM Naidu urges SPs to
focus on public safety

'LAW AND ORDER MY PRIORITY TO
ATTRACT INVESTMENTS, BOOST GROWTH'

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu addresses SPs after transfer
of IPS officers, at his camp office in Undavalli on Saturday

HaNs NEwS SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

CHIEF Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu on Monday
affirmed that maintaining
law and order is his prior-
ity as it is key to attracting
investments and boost-

ing the state's growth rate.
Addressing a meeting with
newly transferred District

Superintendents of Police
(SPs), Naidu instructed them
to refrain from tolerating
crimes committed with
political motives and to
utilise technology for better
investigation.

Naidu urged the SPs to
adapt to the changing nature
of crimes and criminals by
staying updated.

Continued on Page 5

Over 6-cr Income Tax
returns filed S0 far

NEw DELHI

MORE than six crore
income tax returns for
Assessment Year 2025-26
have been filed so far, the
Income Tax department said
on Saturday. The last date to
file ITRs without penalty is
September 15.

"Thank you taxpayers &
tax professionals for helping
us reach the milestone of 6
crore Income Tax Returns
(ITRs) as of now and still
counting,” the I-T depart-
ment said in a post on X. To
assist taxpayers for ITR filing,
tax payment and other re-
lated services, our helpdesk is
functioning on a 24x7 basis,
and the department is pro-
viding support through calls,
live chats, WebEx sessions &
Twitter/X, it added.

It also asked taxpayers
who haven't filed ITR for AY
2025-26 to file at the earliest
to avoid a last-minute rush.
The Income Tax department
in May announced an exten-
sion of the due date for filing
ITRs for Assessment Year
(AY) 2025-26 (for income
earned in financial year 2024-
25) by individuals, HUFs and
entities who do not have to
get their accounts audited
from July 31 to September 15.

The Income Tax
dept asked taxpay-
ers who haven't
filed ITR for AY
2025-26 to file at
the earliest to avoid
a last-minute rush

The extension was on
account of "structural and
content revisions" in the
income tax return (ITR)
forms, which was notified
in late April and early May.
The changes made in the
ITR form for AY 2025-26
also need modifications to be
made in ITR filing utilities
and the back-end system.
ITR filings have shown con-
sistent growth over the years,
reflecting rising compliance
and the widening of the
tax base. For AY 2024-25, a
record 7.28 crore ITRs were
filed up to July 31, 2024,
compared to 6.77 crore in AY
2023-24, registering a 7.5 per
cent year-on-year growth.

HaNs NEwS SERVICE
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A low-pressure area over
the west-central Bay of
Bengal and adjoining north-
west Bay of Bengal, along
the North Andhra-South
Odisha coasts, is expected
to persist, says Prakhar Jain,
Managing Director of the
State Disaster Management
Authority. According to
him, this system is likely to

move west-northwestwards
over South Odisha, North
Andhra, and South Chhat-
tisgarh in the next 48 hours.
A trough is also extending
from this system through
Chhattisgarh and Vidarbha
to South Maharashtra.

Under the influence of
these weather systems, light
to moderate rains accom-
panied by thunderstorms
and lightning are expected
in some parts of the state

on Sunday. Winds with
speeds of 30-40 km/hr are
also likely along the coast.
So, Jain has advised people
in low-lying areas to be

Low-pressure area to trlgger rains in AP

vigilant and warned against
standing under trees.

On Sunday, Srikakulam,
Konaseema, East Godavari,
West Godavari, Fluru,
Krishna, Guntur, Bapatla,
Kurnool, and Nandyal dis-
tricts are likely to experi-
ence light to moderate rain
with thunderstorms and
lightning. The remaining
districts may receive light
rainfall in a few places.

Continued on Page 5

Israeli air strikes kill
65 in Gaza, including

14 from one family

JERUSALEM: Heavy Israeli
air and artillery strikes on Fri-
day killed at least 65 Palestin-
ians across Gaza, including 14
members of the same family,
according to Al Jazeera.

Al Jazeera reported that ac-
cording to medical sources,
48 of the deaths were record-
ed in Gaza City and northern
parts of the territory. Among
those killed on Friday were 14
members of the same family.

Karki is

transitional phase.

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on Saturday congratulated Nepal's interim PM
Sushila Karki on assuming office, calling her ap-
pointment “a shining example of women empow-
erment”. Addressing a rally in Manipur capital
Imphal, Modi said India and Nepal have been
close friends bound by shared history, faith and
cultural ties, and New Delhi stood firmly with
the people of the neighbouring country during its

shining example of

Continued on Page 5

women empowerment Modi

UN congratulates new
Nepal PM Sushila Karki

KATHMANDU: The United Nations
on Saturday sent a congratulatory mes-
sage to Nepal's newly-elected prime
minister Sushila Karki who has been
appointed to lead an interim govern-
ment following a week of violent anti-
government protests. Hanna Singer-
Hamdy, UN Resident Coordinator in
Nepal, said, “At this pivotal moment,
the United Nations stands alongside the
people of Nepal in their aspirations for
peace, justice, transparency, account-
ability and progress.”

Continued on Page 5

LS Speaker to open women
lawmakers’ meet in Tirupati

HaNs NEws SERVICE
TIRUPATI

LOK Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la will inaugurate a two-day
national conference of the
Committee on Empower-
ment of Women Parliament
and State and Union Terri-
tory Legislatures scheduled
here from September 14(To-
day). Andhra Pradesh Gov-
ernor S Abdul Nazeer, Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and several others will
attend the conference. "Lok
Sabha Speaker will chair the
inaugural and concluding
sessions (of the conference),"
said Andhra Pradesh Leg-
islature Secretary General
Prasanna Kumar Suryade-

vara in an official release.
Following the deliberations,
the two-day conference will
culminate with a declaration
on September 15.

According to Suryade-

vara, women's empower-
ment committee is a joint
committee in Parliament,
comprising 20 Lok Sabha
members and 10 Rajya Sab-
ha members.

Continued on Page 5

STUDENTS USED THEIR POCKET MONEY FOR DRUGS’

HARISH ANGADI
HYDERABAD

AS Mahindra University
authorities continue to reel
from the shock of a recent
drug bust involving some of
its students, fresh revelations
from the Telangana Anti-
Narcotics Bureau (TANB)
point toa larger, more
complex network operating
across several premier insti-
tutions in the city. Senior of-
ficials involved in the probe
told “The Hans India’ that the
case had “only scratched the
surface of a city-wide racket”.

It may be recalled that
on August 27, four persons,
including two students, were
arrested for operating a drug
racket inside the Mahindra
University here. During a
prior raid at Shivalayam Col-
ony in Suraram, police offi-
cials seized 1.15 kg of ganja,
47 grams of high-grade OG
weed, packaging material,

a digital weighing machine
and multiple mobile phones
used for trafficking.

Officials probing the
ramifications of the case said
the racket had established
a supply chain reaching

from inter-state suppliers to
student peddlers on campus,
with nearly 50 students

now under investigation for
consumption.

The officials revealed that
the key accused, identified as
a Nigerian national known
as “Nick;” is still abscond-
ing. “If we can get him, there

are many other major drug
racket links we can uncover,”
said one senior officer,
pointing to an inter-

The investigators high-
lighted the vulnerability of
courier and parcel servic-
es, calling them the
A “most exploited
platform’, for
) narcotics traf-

national chain of ORC
operations. Ac- 0
cording to the PROB
TANB, several i \
individuals ASE

from Nigeria,
Somalia, and

Sudan enter

India on tourist

or education visas but
never return, slipping into
illegal activities for survival.
Only 10 out of 100 go back,
he added.

ficking. Unlike
passenger
screenings at
airports, cou-
rier consignments
often bypass
verification processes.
“There are no OTP au-
thentications, proper address
details, or digital verifica-
tion. We spend days tracking

irregularly packed parcels
that are divided into multi-
ple compartments. “We have
missed the right packages
while scanning,” the official
admitted.

The TANB confirmed that
drug use is not restricted
to the Mahindra University
campus. “We have identified
cases in several premier pri-
vate institutions, including
Symbiosis and CBIT, he said.
Students tend to misuse their
pocket money for drugs,
leading to dependency and
reckless behavior”.

Continued on Page 5




