
4FRIDAY 11 JULY  2025 | THE HANS INDIA | VIJAYAWADA

Indonesia urged to change norms 
on import of Indian goods

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

MAHATMA Devi and 
Alice, senior officials from 
the Embassy of the Re-
public of Indonesia visited 
AP Chambers Office here 
and interacted with the 
Chambers’ office-bearers 
and members. The officials 
discussed the bilateral trade 
opportunities between 
Indonesia and Andhra 
Pradesh.

AP Chambers discussed 
several key issues with the 
officials and requested the 
resolution of the issues. 
During the discussion, 
AP Chambers mentioned 
that Corn starch of Indian 
origin is subject to a 10 
percent import duty in In-
donesia, while corn starch 

originating from China 
enjoys preferential duty 
treatment. 

This is despite Indonesia 
being a significant importer 
of corn starch from both 
countries. Unfortunately, 
Indian-origin corn starch 
(HS Code: 11081200) is ex-
cluded from the ASEAN–
India Free Trade Agree-
ment (AIFTA) preferential 
tariff list, placing Indian 
exporters at a disadvantage. 
The Chambers requested 
the Indonesia Embassy to 
consider this issue and sup-
port the inclusion of corn 
starch under the prefer-
ential tariff schedule for 
Indian-origin goods.

AP Chambers also point-
ed out that while India has 
moved to an online digital 
Certificate of Origin system 

(a certificate required for 
exports), Indonesian trade 
authorities are still insist-
ing on the submission of 
physical copies with ink 
signature, which is causing 
delays in delivering the 
required documents. 

The Chambers requested 
the Indonesian Embassy 
to take up this issue with 
the relevant authorities. 
The Chambers brought to 
the notice of the officials 
that Indonesia introduced 
quota system for import 
of chillies from India a 
few years ago, whereas the 
country does not have any 
such restriction for import 
of chillies from China. AP 
Chambers suggested aboli-
tion of the quota system to 
ensure level playing field 
for Indian chilli exporters.

lSenior Indonesian Embassy officials Mahatma Devi and Alice 
visit AP Chambers Office in Vijayawada to explore bilateral 
trade opportunities and engage in dialogue with chamber 
members 

lAP Chambers raises concerns about the 10% import duty on 
Indian-origin corn starch in Indonesia, which lacks the tariff 
benefits enjoyed by Chinese exports, and seeks its inclusion 
under AIFTA’s preferential list.

lThe Chambers also urges Indonesia to accept digital 
Certificates of Origin and abolish the chilli import quota, 
highlighting the disparity with China’s unrestricted chilli 
exports 

Mahatma Devi from the Embassy of Indonesia with members of Andhra Pradesh Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry Federation in Vijayawada on Thursday

Thousands perform Giri Pradakshina
 Hans News Service 

Vijayawada

THOUSANDS of 
devotees performed 
the Giri Pradakshina 
(circumambulating) 
of the sacred hill of 
Indrakeeladri on 
Thursday to mark 
the auspicious day of 
Ashada Purnima. The 
devotees consider it very 
auspicious to perform 
Giri Pradakshina on the 
full moon day. 
The Giri Pradakshina 
began in a grand manner 
near the shrine of Sri 
Kamadhenu Ammavaru 
located at the entrance 
of the Ghat road. Durga 
temple Executive 
Officer VK Seena Naik 
performed special pujas 
on the occasion.
 The Giri Pradakshina 
route covered key areas 
including Ammavari 
temple on Ghat road, 
Kummari Palem Centre, 
Vidyadharapuram, Milk 
Factory, Chittinagar, 
Kotha Peta, Brahmin 
Street, and culminated 
back at Indrakeeladri. 
Thousands of devotees 
enthusiastically 
participated in the event 
and later had darshan 
of the goddess and lord, 

and offered their prayers. 
The procession featured 
traditional drum beats, 
folk dances like Tappeta 
and Kolatam, devotional 
singing (Bhajans and 
Sankirtans), cultural 

performances by various 
art troupes, classical 
musical instruments, 
and Vedic chants by 
scholars—all adding to 
the spiritual grandeur of 
the event.

Kanaka Durga temple EO and deputy collector VK Sheena 
Nayak, priest and devotees participating in “Giri Pradakshina” in 
Vijayawada on Thursday  Photo: Ch Venkata Mastan  

RUDA invites feedback 
on GIS-based master plan

Deekshitula 
 Subrahmanyam 

Rajamahendravaram

A comprehensive 
GIS-based Master Plan 
has been prepared 
for the Urban Local 
Bodies (ULBs) under 
the jurisdiction of the 
Rajamahendravaram 
Urban Development 
Authority (RUDA), 
informed RUDA Vice-
Chairman and Joint 
Collector S Chinna 
Ramudu.

The draft plan has 
been developed in 
line with appropriate 
land-use strategies 
by M/s Sky Group & 
Niketan Consultants. 
The Master Plan aims 
to guide systematic ur-
ban development and 
infrastructure planning 
in the RUDA region.

To ensure trans-

parency and public 
participation, sugges-
tions and opinions are 
being invited from all 
stakeholders, includ-
ing departments such 
as Revenue, Municipal 
Administration, Urban 
Planning, Transport, 
PWD, and Environ-
ment, along with 
elected representatives 
and the general public.

For public conveni-
ence, the draft Master 
Plan has been made 
available at the RUDA 
office, East Godavari 
District Collectorate, 
Rajamahendravaram 
Municipal Office, and 
the offices of respec-
tive ULBs. It can also 
be accessed online at 
http://ruda.ap.gov.in, 
he added.

Joint collector and RUDA vice-chairman S Chinna 
Ramudu

Police and Fire department staff controlling the flames in a foam making 
unit in Eluru on Thursday

Fire breaks out in 
mattress making unit

Hans News Service 
Eluru

A major fire broke out in a 
mattress and foam manufac-
turing company here early 
Thursday. The entire area was 
shrouded in darkness with 
thick smoke. Eluru DSP D 
Shravan Kumar and Eluru One 
Town Inspector Satyanarayana 
along with fire personnel 
reached the spot and worked 

for three hours to finally con-
trol the fire.

There was no loss of life in 
this accident, but there was 
property damage.

DSP Shravan Kumar 
informed that CI Satyanaray-
ana and the fire crews jointly 
provided full assistance in the 
process of controlling the fire. 
Police and fire crews are con-
tinuing to investigate the cause 
of the fire.

 PM SURYA GHAR YOJANA

Hans News Service 
Eluru

APEPDCL SE Salman 
Raju said that Eluru 
district has stood first in 
the state in the Pradhan 
Mantri Surya Ghar Muft 
Bijli Yojana scheme. He 
said that 2353 household 
electricity consumers have 
installed solar panels. The 
central and state govern-
ments have taken a key 
decision to encourage 
household electricity 
consumers to use renew-
able energy. As part of the 
PM Surya Ghar scheme, 
a subsidy of Rs 30,000 
per kilowatt for the first 
and second kilowatt and 
Rs 18000 for the third 
kilowatt is being given for 
the installation of solar 
panels, up to a maximum 
of Rs 78,000. 
He said that 2,353 house-
hold electricity consum-
ers in the district have 
installed 7.8 MW solar 
panels with a subsidy of 
Rs 12.14 crore and are 
generating about one mil-
lion units per month. He 
said that the department 
is refunding Rs 2.09 paise 
per unit for the surplus 
units consumed. 
He said that efforts are 
being made to develop 5 
villages in Eluru district, 
namely Dwaraka Tiruma-
la, Duggirala, Chinanin-
drakolanu, Tadikalpudi 
and Errampet villages, as 
model solar villages. 

He said that 27,053 
SC and ST household 
electricity consumers in 
the district have been 

identified and tenders 
have been invited through 
NEDCAP on July 3 for 
installing a total of 54.11 
MW rooftop solar panels 
at the rate of two kilowatts 
per household. He said 
that by using solar energy, 
we will not only reduce 
carbon emissions that 
affect the environment but 
also do a lot of good for 
the environment.

He said that a 750 KW 
solar power plant has been 
set up under a pilot pro-
ject in G Kothapalli village 
of Dwaraka Tirumala 
mandal in Eluru district 
under the auspices of 
Andhra Pradesh Eastern 
Power Distribution Com-
pany and thus a plan has 
been prepared to provide 
free electricity to the gov-
ernment panchayat offices 
and residential consum-
ers in Dwaraka Tirumala 
panchayat. As part of the 
Pradhan Mantri Kusuma 
scheme, two experimental 
agricultural power con-
sumers in Pedavegi and T 
Narasapuram mandals of 
Eluru district were select-
ed and solar panels were 
installed free of cost and 
free agricultural power 
was provided to them.

Eluru dist ranks first in State

Salmon Raju


