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Sachin's portrait unveiled in MCC Museum at Lord's

A portrait of the legendary Sachin Tendulkar was unveiled in
the MCC Museum at Lord's before the start of the third Test
between India and England here on Thursday.
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Simultaneously published from Hyderabad | Warangal | Tirupati | Vijayawada | Visakhapatnam | Khammam | Kurnool | Delhi

Bengaluru brouhaha resonates in distant Delhi
If ever there was a perfect tussle for power, the Karnataka example

EDIT

south-western state

would fit to a ‘T". What began as a sustained bout of shadow boxing in
the summer of 2023 as a resurgent Congress stormed to power in the
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India makes it to global top-10 tech markets

BUSINESS

India ranks among world’s top-10 tech markets in 2025, particularly
standing out in terms of talent availability, with its top six cities
making the top 10 list for tech talent acquisition in the Asia-Pacific
region, a report showed on Thursday.
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ENETERTAINMENT

‘The 100’ review: A riveting thriller with heart and heft

RK Sagar returns to the silver screen with ‘The 100,” a compelling
investigative thriller directed by Raghav Omkar Sasidhar. Based on
real-life events, the film marks a strong comeback for Sagar, who

is best known for his iconic TV role as RK Naidu
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Minor girl murdered,

probe underway

BENGALURU: A 14-year-
old girl was found allegedly
murdered at her residence
in Bengaluru South district,
police said. The girl, a sixth-
grade student, had stayed
home from school that day
in Tavarekere town. Her
parents, daily wage labour-
ers from Koppal, were away
at a construction site when
the incident occurred, police
added. According to pre-
liminary reports, unidenti-
fied individuals entered the
house and attacked the girl
with sharp weapons, inflict-
ing multiple injuries. Her
parents discovered her body
upon returning home in the
evening. A case has been reg-
istered under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSQO) Act. Police
suspect sexual assault based
on the condition of the body,
but said confirmation awaits
the post-mortem report. Su-
perintendent of Police, Ra-
managara, R Srinivas Gowda
said the investigation is on-
going and more details will
come to light after the post-
mortem.

Newborn kidnap
attempt foiled;
one held

RAICHUR: An alleged at-
tempt to kidnap a newborn
from the government hospi-
tal in Raichur was foiled by
alert attendants and visitors,
police said on Thursday. A
group of individuals—re-
portedly in saris—entered
the Raichur Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (RIMS) in the
early hours of Wednesday
and targeted the maternity
ward on the fourth floor, tak-
ing advantage of the fact that
most attendants were asleep.

One of the suspects al-
legedly attempted to abduct
a newborn, but nearby at-
tendants grew suspicious
and intervened. The person,
disguised as a woman, was
caught after a brief scuf-
fle and handed over to the
police. Two others are be-
lieved to have been part of
the group involved in the
attempted kidnapping, but
they managed to flee the
scene, police added.

Eyewitnesses  expressed
concern over the absence of
home guard personnel, who
were reportedly not on duty
at the time of the incident.
The apprehended suspect
was later handed over to the
Market Police Station by the
public. An investigation is
underway.
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Do not take this
bridge... our govt
built this one
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THE Supreme Court on
Thursday questioned the
Election Commission of In-
dia on the timing of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision drive
in poll-bound Bihar saying it
went to the "root of democ-
racy and power to vote" while
rejecting the argument that
the poll panel did not have
any power to carry it out.
The ECI also justified the
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Exercise not the problem, timing is: SC to EC on SIR

Top court asks EC to consider Aadhaar, Voter ID, ration cards in Bihar electoral roll revision

exercise and said Aadhaar
wasn't a "proof of citizen-
ship".

A bench of Justices Sud-
hanshu Dhulia and Joymalya
Bagchi questioned Dwivedi
over the exclusion of Aad-
haar card in the SIR drive in
Bihar and said the ECI had
nothing to do with citizen-
ship of a person and it was
the Ministry of Home Affairs'
domain.

Dwivedi responded while
referring to Article 326 of the

Constitution and said every
voter has to be an Indian citi-
zen and "Aadhaar card is not
proof of citizenship".

Top court asked EC to
consider Aadhaar, Voter ID,
ration cards in Bihar elec-
toral roll revision

Justice Dhulia said, “If you
are to check citizenship un-
der SIR of electoral rolls in
Bihar, then you should have
acted early; it is a bit late”

The bench, in the mean-
time, rejected the submission

of the petitioners counsel
that the ECI did not have
power to conduct any such
exercise in Bihar for it was
mandated under the Consti-
tution and the last such exer-
cise happened in 2003.

While referring to the pe-
titioners' contentions, the
bench said the ECI had to
answer three questions as the
SIR exercise in Bihar went to
"root of democracy and pow-
er to vote'.

The questions of the pe-

titioners, including politi-
cal parties and their lead-
ers aside from civil society
members and organisations,
deal with the ECI's power to
conduct such an exercise and
its timing.

Dwivedi said with passage
of time, electoral rolls need
to be revised to look into in-
clusion or exclusion of voter
names with the SIR being the
one exercise to do it.

He asked if the ECI did not
have the power to revise the

electoral roll then who did.

The poll panel, however,
assured the top court of not

leaving out anyone from the
voter list without an oppor-
tunity to be heard.

4.4 earthquake hits Har,
tremors felt in Delhi-NCR

» The epicentre was 3 km northeast of Jhajjar and 51 km west of Delhi. It struck at a depth of 10 km at 9.04 am
» In Delhi, panic gripped neighbourhoods soon after the tremors were felt and people gathered in the open

PURrRNA SINGH
NEw DELHI

An earthquake of magnitude
4.4 struck near Jhajjar in
Haryana on Thursday morn-
ing, sending tremors across
the Delhi-NCR region.

The epicentre was 3 km
northeast of Jhajjar and 51
km west of Delhi. The earth-
quake struck at a depth of 10
km at 9.04 am, the National
Centre for Seismology said.

Besides Jhajjar, the trem-
ors were felt in neighbour-
ing Rohtak and Gurugram
districts, Panipat, Hisar and
Meerut.

"It was a strong jolt. I think
this is the first time in my life
that it felt so strong," said an
elderly man in Jhajjar.

Many rushed out of their
homes when the tremors hit,
he said.

In Delhi, panic gripped
neighbourhoods soon af-

ter the tremors were felt
and people gathered in the
open. People ran out of their
homes, many of them bare-
foot and still in their night-
wear.

Sultan Khan, a resident of
Vikaspuri, said the experi-
ence was unnerving.

"We suddenly felt the
ground shaking and ran out
of our house. We realised lat-
er that it was an earthquake.

First the heat, then the over-
night rain, and now this, all
three have made things very
uncomfortable for us,” he

told PTI Videos.

Another resident,
Ahmad Ali, said, "It
was a scary moment.

The tremors did not last long
but were strong enough to
wake us up. My children are
still scared."

Many stayed outside for a

while after the tremors were
felt, fearing that more might
follow.

"We have been standing
outside for the past 45 min-
utes because we are afraid
that a stronger earthquake
might strike next," another
Vikaspuri resident said.

"Itrained heavily last night,
so we were all fast asleep.
But as soon as the tremors
hit, we rushed out of the
house in fear," he said.

Similar scenes played out
in Noida and Greater Noida.

Neelam Sharma, a resi-
dent of Kendriya Vihar in
Greater Noida, said she was
in the kitchen making break-
fast for her family when she
felt the tremors.

"The floor shook and when
I'looked outside the window,
my neighbours were already
standing outside and talking
about the earthquake,” she
said.

NO VACANCY FOR CM POST
IN K'TAKA: SIDDARAMAIAH

HaNs NEws SERVICE
NEw DELHI

KARNATAKA Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Thursday said
there was "no vacancy" for the
CM's post as he was very much
in the chair, debunking talks of
a possible change of leadership
in the state.

Siddaramaiah claimed that
he would complete his five-year
tenure as chief minister and
brushed aside talks of him pav-
ing the way for his deputy D K
Shivakumar to take over later
this year. When reporters asked
about any change of leadership
in Karnataka, Siddaramaiah
said, "Is there any vacancy for
chief ministership? I am very
much here before you. I am the

chief minister of Karnataka.
That is what D K Shivakumar
has said, and I am also saying
it... There is no vacancy."

There has been speculation
of Siddaramaiah stepping down
amid some sections of MLAs
pitching for Shivakumar for
the CM's post. Siddaramaiah
is in the national capital and is
expected to meet the top leader-
ship of the Congress, including
party chief Mallikarjun Kharge
and Rahul Gandhi.

People punished Indira:
Tharoor slams Emergency

HaNs NEWS SERVICE
NEw DELHI

SENIOR Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor has criticised
the Emergency declared by
Prime Minister Indira Gan-
dhi in 1975, saying the peo-
ple of the country responded
clearly to the excesses of that
period by voting her party out
of power by a large margin.
In an article published on
the measure, which lasted
between 25 June 1975 and
21 March 1977, in the Ma-
layalam daily Deepika on
Thursday, the Congress
Working Committee mem-
ber termed it 'a dark chapter'
in India's history and recalled

Indira Gandhi's son Sanjay
Gandhi's notorious acts, in-
cluding forced sterilisation
campaigns and the merci-
less demolition of slums in

New Delhi. Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi was seen as
having endorsed harsh ac-
tions, Tharoor said, criticis-
ing the country's first woman
prime minister -- whom the
Nehru family and the Con-
gress regard as the Iron Lady
of India -- on the matter.

Obscene videos

Tennis player shot dead by father in Gurugram

Hans NEws SERVICE
GURUGRAM

State-level tennis player Ra-
dhika Yadav was allegedly
shot dead by her father on
Thursday at their double-
storeyed home in upscale
Sushant Lok here, police
said.

The 25-year-old, who was
shot in the back while cook-
ing, died on the spot, offi-
cials said.

Her father, 49-year-old
Deepak Yadav, has been
arrested and his .32 bore
licensed pistol recovered

Centre to check
inflated hospital
bills due to insurers

NEW DELHI: India plans to
bring an existing health insur-
ance claims portal under the
finance ministry and insurance
regulator to curb overcharging
by healthcare providers, a gov-
ernment source told Reuters.

Healthcare costs in India are
projected to rise by 13 percent
in 2025, exceeding the global
average of 10 percent, and up
from 12 percent recorded a year
earlier, according to profession-
al services firm Aon's Global
Medical Trend Rates Report.

An analysis by the govern-
ment and the Insurance Regula-
tory and Development Author-
ity of India (IRDATI) found that
hospitals are inflating treatment
costs for patients and over-
charging those with higher cov-
ers, the source said earlier this
week. This has driven insurers
to charge higher health pre-
miums, making coverage less
affordable for some, the source
said, requesting anonymity as
they are not authorised to speak
to the media. Finance and
health ministries did not im-
mediately respond to Reuters'
request for comment. "Strict
supervision” of the National
Health Claims Exchange - the
platform that acts as a gateway
between insurers, healthcare
providers and patients - will
improve the "collective bargain-
ing power" of insurance compa-
nies to set treatment rates, the
source said.

Fat

o
from his possession, they
said. Why he did so is still
unclear.

The father allegedly fired
more than five bullets.

Her mother was in the
ground floor and Radhika,
who played tennis for Har-
yana, was in the kitchen

on the first floor when the
crime took place, officials
said.

A police team reached
the house took the body
into custody.

"We are questioning the
family members. A probe
is underway and the picture
will be clear soon," said In-
spector Vinod Kumar, SHO
of the Sector 56 police sta-
tion.

The family lives in Sush-
ant Lok-Phase 2, Sector 57.
The father, police said, is a
resident of Wazirabad vil-
lage.

MAKING A SPLASH

Locals enjoy water from the swollen Belavadi Iake ﬂowmg
through a road in Chikkamagaluru district on Thursday

No provision to shut meat shops on Kanwar Yatra: MCD

NEW DELHI: THE Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
said on Thursday that there is no provision to shut meat shops on
the kanwar yatra routes under the DMC ACT, 1957.

The statement came a day after Culture and Tourism Minister
Kapil Mishra said that meat shops will remain shut on kanwar
yatra routes, saying that the decision was taken by the Delhi gov-
ernment and the MCD. The annual kanwar yatra begins in the
month of shravan, or saawan. It begins tomorrow and will cul-

minate on July 25.
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HC directs Prajwal to seek fresh bail in trial court; orders decision within 10 days

BENGALURU: The High
Court on Wednesday di-
rected former Prime Min-
ister H.D. Deve Gowda's
grandson Prajwal Revan-
na, the prime accused in
the sexual assault and ob-
scene videos case, to ap-
proach the trial court for
seeking a second round
of bail and directed the
lower court to decide the
matter in 10 days.

Earlier, the trial court
and higher courts had
outright rejected the bail
petitions of Prajwal Re-
vanna, who apart from
being the grandson of

Deve Gowda is the son of
JD(S) MLA and former
minister H.D. Revanna.

The Bench, headed by
Justice S.R. Krishna Ku-
mar passed the order not-
ing that he can approach
the High Court once the
bail plea is rejected in the
Sessions Court.

Senior Advocate Prab-
huling Navadgi, who is
representing Prajwal Re-
vanna, argued that the
High Court has the au-
thority and option to di-
rectly hear the bail matter,
instead of sending it to
the trial court. He further

submitted that the High
Court itself could decide
on the bail plea.

However, the Bench
directed him to approach
the lower court and seek
remedy there first. Pra-
jwal Revanna in his fresh
bail petition claimed that
there had been a change
of circumstances since

the rejection of his bail
plea last year and his plea
could be considered now.

The Bench directed the
trial court to decide on
the matter within ten days
following the request in
this regard by Prajwal Re-
vanna's counsel.

The former JD(S) MP,
on June 24, pleaded be-
fore the Karnataka High
Court to grant him bail,
citing delay in trial pro-
ceedings and changed
circumstances since his
custody began. Prajwal
Revanna is facing serious
charges, including alleged

sexual assault, repeated
rape, blackmail, criminal
intimidation, and more.
Counsel for Prajwal Re-
vanna, senior advocate
Prabhuling Navadgi, had
submitted to the court
that his client should be
granted bail now, as there
has been a change in cir-
cumstances since the last
order denying bail was
passed.

He further argued
that there has been a
significant delay in the
trial court proceedings,
which in itself is sufficient
ground to consider bail.

MAN HELD FOR POSTING VOYEURISTIC VIDEOS;
CM VOWS STERN ACTION

BENGALURU: A 26-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly posting vo-
yeuristic photos and videos of women on his social media accounts, police said
on Thursday. Taking serious note of the incident, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
said the government would take stringent action against such acts. The accused,
identified as Gurdeep Singh, is a hotel management graduate from KR Puram in
Bengaluru. He was arrested by the Banashankari police following a complaint by
a student, who alleged that a video of her—recorded inappropriately and with-
out her consent—had been uploaded to one of Singh's social media handles.
The video went viral, leading to the girl being harassed and teased, police said.
Deputy Commissioner of Police Lokesh Jagalasar said the accused is currently
unemployed and that legal action will be taken. Reacting to the incident, Sid-
daramaiah said he was deeply pained by it. "This is not the Karnataka we stand
for. Several such incidents have been reported in recent days, and our govern-
ment has taken immediate action—offenders have been arrested. We are closely
monitoring such activities," the Chief Minister said in a post on 'X'.




