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SDRF men monitor Rishiganga river flow, set up alert sensors
DEHRADUN

eVen as rescuers continued
to look for more survivors af-
ter flash flood damaged two
hydroelectric projects in
Chamoli district of Uttarak-
hand, the SDrF said on Mon-
day that it had deployed men
along the rishiganga river to
monitor its water flow.

even though a considerable
flow of water downstream

from a lake formed in the
catchment area of the rishi-
ganga had been recorded, State
Disaster response Force
(SDrF) personnel were de-
ployed at Pang and other areas
along the river, SDrF Com-
mandant navneet Bhullar
said.

In addition, alert sensors
have also been set up along the
river, he said.

Top government officials

said that people have been di-
rected not to go near the rishi-
ganga river and take all pre-
cautions.

Amid growing fears, the Ut-
tarakhand government had on
Friday sounded an alert after
satellite images indicated the
formation of a lake in the
catchment area of the turbu-
lent river.

"We have to remain alert as
satellite pictures show the for-

mation of a 400-metre long
lake at rishiganga," Chief Min-
ister Trivendra Singh rawat
had said.

An 8-member SDrF team
headed by Bhullar had con-
ducted a survey of the lake and
returned on Saturday evening
to Tapovan in Chamoli district
after collecting samples like
mud and water and videogra-
phy of the area.

"We have sent these samples

and videos to the police head-
quarters in Dehradun for fur-
ther action," said Bhullar.

Significantly, there has been
considerable discharge from
the lake also, Bhullar said.

The government has asked
scientists of the Wadia Insti-
tute of himalayan Geology and
the Geological Survey of India
to depute teams to the rishi-
ganga valley to make a detailed
report on the lake formation.

reports pouring in from dif-
ferent areas of Chamoli dis-
trict said that the flow of
rishiganga had been disturbed
since Thursday afternoon.

A glacial mudflow on Febru-
ary 7 morning had triggered a
massive flash flood in the river
at Joshimath in Chamoli dis-
trict, hitting nTPC's Tapovan
and rishiganga hydro projects.
Over 200 persons had gone
missing after the disaster.

Nima Kumari shows a photo of her
husband Mithilesh Kumar, who has
been missing after flash floods in
Chamoli district of Uttarakhand

UP’s free coaching for
competitive exams begins today

LUCKNOW

UTTAr Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, on Monday,
launched the 'Abhyudaya' scheme
that will start free-of-cost coaching
centres in the state.

The scheme aims to provide as-
sistance to all such students who
want to prepare for various com-
petitive examinations but are un-
able to do due to their financial sta-
tus. Speaking to students who have
enrolled for the scheme, chief min-
ister Yogi Adityanath, on Monday,
said that during the lockdown, he
felt that a kota-like coaching cen-
tre should be set up in Uttar
Pradesh too. The chief minister an-
swered the queries of students in
the Abhyudaya scheme.

The coaching centres will be first
set up at the divisional level and
then at the district level in the sec-
ond phase.

The free-of-cost coaching insti-
tutes will start functioning from
'Basant Panchami' (February 16),
the day of worship to the goddess
of learning, Saraswati.

Over 4.84 lakh registrations have
already done within four days of its

launch. Under the scheme, the stu-
dents will be able to attend offline
classes and will also get online
study material.

The coaching will also involve
provision of direct counselling by
senior IAS, IPS and PCS officers for

the aspirants.
In case of examinations like the

national Defence Academy (nDA)
and combined Defence Services
(CDS), thorough training will be
given by principals of Sainik
Schools in UP.

There will also be separate
classes for neeT and Joint en-
trance examination (Jee) for ad-
mission into the prestigious IITs.
All the lectures and complete study
material covering the entire syl-
labus of various examinations will
be made available online.

‘All 75 UP districts to have medical colleges’
LUCKNOW

UTTAr Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath plans to con-
struct a medical college in each
of the 75 districts of Uttar
Pradesh.

The medical colleges will
soon be opened on the Public-
Private-Partnership model in 16
districts of the state that do not
have any college till now while
others will be upgraded. The Ut-

tar Pradesh Government will
soon introduce a new policy on
this. According to the govern-
ment spokesman, the state gov-
ernment wants to strengthen
health facilities at the grass-
roots level and the government
will increase the number of
health centres in rural and ur-
ban areas. Super-specialty hos-
pitals will be constructed in dis-
tricts including Gorakhpur,
Agra, and Varanasi.

UP: 1 killed in encounter 
while in police remand

LUCKNOW

GIrIDhArI Vishwakarma, the
main accused in the murder of
another history-sheeter Ajit
Singh last month in Lucknow,
was shot dead by the Lucknow
police in an encounter at 2.30
a.m. on Monday.

The police spokesman said
they were taking Giridhari to
khargapur area in Vibhuti
khand in Gomti nagar to re-
trieve the weapon used in the
Ajit Singh murder on January
6, when the accused shoved
aside a sub inspector, snatched
his revolver and tried to flee at
the railway crossing.

Other members of the police
team chased Giridhari and shot
him. The police took an injured
Giridhari to the ram Manohar
Lohia hospital where he was

declared brought dead.
Two police personnel have

also been injured in the en-
counter.

It may be recalled that a his-
tory sheeter, Ajit Singh, was
shot dead in Gomti nagar area

on January 6. The main ac-
cused, Giridhari, was arrested
from Delhi on January 11.
Giridhari was in police custody
from February 13 to 16 and the
police was trying to retrieve the
weapon used in the crime.

BJP MLA booked in case
of abetment of suicide

MEERUT

BhArATIYA Janata party MLA from
hastinapur Assembly segment, Di-
nesh khatik and 13 others have been
booked for abetment of suicide after
one Omkar Singh Tomar, 48, allegedly
ended his life and reportedly named
the BJP MLA as one of the persons to
be held responsible. According to the
family of the deceased, khatik had
been allegedly putting pressure on
Tomar to shell out rs 15 lakh to settle
a dowry case registered against
Tomar's son. khatik, however, refuted
all charges and said, "I was asked to
mediate on behalf of Tomar's family
and I was doing that. I have no role in
his suicide and will fully cooperate
with police investigation."

Delhi HC: There can’t be so many 
vacancies in minority panel

NEW DELHI

The Delhi high Court on
Monday asked the Ministry of
Minorities Affairs as to why
various posts at the national
Commission for Minorities
(nCM) are lying vacant and
directed it to submit a status
report.

Justice Prathiba M. Singh
was hearing a petition seeking
filing up of vacancies. Peti-
tioner Abhay ratan Bauddh
told the court that only the
post of the Vice Chairman was
functional, while six others
are vacant since October
2020.

"There cannot be so many
vacancies," the court observed
and directed the Ministry to
file a status report in 10 days.
It has also been asked to ex-
plain why the posts are not
filled up.

"The national Commission
for Minorities cannot protect

the interests of minority com-
munities without its Chair-
person, members Buddhist,
Christian, Parsi, Sikh and
Jain," the petition stated.

The plea, filed through ad-
vocate Vinay kumar, also con-
tended that not filling the va-
cant posts is affecting the
safeguards and interests of

the petitioner's Buddhist mi-
nority community. The court
has, however, removed the
Prime Minister's Office from
the list of respondents after
Additional Solicitor General
Chetan Sharma raised an ob-
jection, apprising the court
that it has no role to play in
the process of appointment.

Priyanka’s close aide
flays Pilot’s removal from

dais at Rahul’s rally
JAIPUR

SPArkInG off yet another con-
troversy by raising questions on
the Congress' future, Acharya
Pramod krishnam, a close aide
of Congress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, has
raised objections to Sachin Pi-
lot being asked to leave the dais
during the recently held kisan
Mahapanchayat in rajasthan's
rupangarh when rahul Gandhi
was there.

"how can the farmers benefit
when the farmer leader is
brought down from the dais
during the farmers' 'Panchay-
at'. This is not the question of
Sachin Pilot's insult and neg-
lect, but this is the question of
Congress' future," Pramod kr-
ishnam tweeted in hindi on
Sunday and tagged rahul
Gandhi, Ashok Gehlot and
Sachin Pilot.

Soon after Pramod krish-
nam's tweet, Sachin Pilot's sup-
porters expressed their resent-
ment on social media and
questioned why their leader
was ignored at the rally.

During rahul Gandhi's kisan
Mahapanchayat in roopan-
garh, Sachin Pilot and several

other leaders were initially
seen on the stage.

however, soon after rahul
Gandhi went on the stage, MLA
ramlal Jat and rajasthan in-
charge Ajay Maken asked
everyone to leave the stage ex-
cept four leaders, including
Ashok Gehlot, k.C. Venugopal,
Govind Singh Dotasara and
rahul Gandhi.

Pilot was very much present
on the stage when the an-
nouncement was made.

As rahul Gandhi started
speaking, Pilot and Maken
spoke to each other and both of
them stepped down from the
stage. This incident has been
linked with the move to get
Sachin Pilot off the stage.

Pramod krishnam recently
triggered speculation by show-
ering blessings on former
Deputy Chief Minister Sachin
Pilot to become the Chief Min-
ister of rajasthan in the future.

GURUGRAM

In a tragic incident, a 10-year-old boy accidentally hanged
himself while playing with a rope tied to the window of
his house in the Shanti nagar area of Gurugram, police
said on Monday. According to the police, the incident took
place on Sunday when a cloth rope became stuck around
little Vishal's neck while he was playing in his room. Police
reached the spot after receiving information and took the

body and sent it for post-mortem. In the evening the body
was handed over to the family. The deceased's father Yo-
gender told the police that his son was playing after locking
his room from inside. The shawl which Vishal was using
as a rope got stuck around his neck while the other end
was tied to the window. The noose was stuck tightly
while he was sliding through the window, due to
which he died. Soon after the incident, the family
took the child to the local hospital, where doctors

declared him dead. A team from the Shivaji nagar police
station is conducting further investigations into the matter.
Investigating officer Sub-Inspector Surender Pal said that
the deceased used to live with his family at Shanti nagar
area. his father is a wholesaler at the vegetable market.

Uttarakhand calamity:
Three more  bodies

recovered, toll climbs to 53
DEHRADUN/TAPOVAN

Three more bodies were recovered
on Monday from the flood-ravaged
Tapovan tunnel, taking the toll in the
glacial disaster in Uttarakhand to 53.

The bodies were recovered this
morning from the Adit tunnel at the
nTPC's Tapovan-Vishnugad project
site, Chamoli District Magistrate,
Swati S Bhadauria, told PTI.  

rescue efforts are now underway
at the Silt Flushing Tunnel (SFT) only
with the help of excavators as a cam-
era or a pipe cannot be inserted due
to mounds of sludge and water chok-
ing it, the district magistrate said.  The
SFT at Tapovan where drilling was
completed on Saturday night in the
hope of inserting a camera to locate
those believed to be trapped inside is
also badly choked with slush and wa-
ter, she said. rescue or recovery is pos-
sible only with the help of excavators
now, she said.      

Officials said over 150 people still
remain missing after the February 7
devastation, possibly triggered by an
avalanche in the upper reaches of the
Alaknanda river system. A surge of

water in Dhauliganga and rishiganga
rivers had ripped through two hydel
projects. Asked about the chances of
survival of those missing or trapped,
the district magistrate said, "We must
always try to be hopeful when the cir-
cumstances are adverse."          

Over 500 ration kits carrying food-
grains and essentials have already
been distributed among residents of
over a dozen villages that were cut off
from the district headquarters follow-
ing the disaster that struck a week ago.
electricity supply has been restored
in all affected villages except Pang
where solar lanterns have been pro-
vided to residents for the time being,
she said. The agencies involved in the
Tapovan rescue work include the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police, the na-
tional Disaster response Force and
the State Disaster response Force.

COAST GUARD RECOVERS 3 BODIES

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) recovered bodies of three crew members
believed to be trapped inside the engine room of the ill-fated offshore supply
ship ‘Greatship Rohini’, which caught fire on Saturday. The bodies were
discovered on Sunday morning in a search operation conducted jointly by 19
persons including eight crew members of Greatship Rohini and 11 members
from ICG.

Boy accidentally hangs self in Gurugram

NCLAT orders removal of Delhi
Gymkhana’s governing body
NEWDELHI

In a major blow to the current
management of the Delhi
Gymkhana, the national Com-
pany Law Appellate Tribunal
(nCLAT) has ordered the sus-
pension of the colonial era pre-
mier club's governing body --
General Committee (GC) -- and
directed the Centre to appoint an
administrator to manage the af-
fairs of the more than century-
old club, located in the heart of
Lutyens Delhi.

The Principle bench of the Ap-
pellate Tribunal has also directed
that acceptance of new member-
ship or fee or any enhancement
thereof till disposal of wait list
applications be kept on hold till

disposal of the company petition.
In its order, nCLAT said that

the considerations which must
be present to the mind of tribu-
nal at the conclusion of the In-
quiry while recording the find-
ing that the acts of "oppression
and mismanagement" com-
plained of are of a degree war-
ranting winding up of the com-
pany but that it would be unfair
to any class of stakeholders to
wind up the company and
therefore, would justify only
passing of suitable direction,
would not weigh at the stage of
grant of interim relief when
only interlocutory order may be
required to be passed for regu-
lating the conduct of the com-
pany's affairs.

"We accordingly modify the
interim relief by directing sus-
pension of the GC and appoint-
ment of an Administrator to be
nominated by the Union of In-
dia to manage the affairs of the
Club and also direct that accept-
ance of new membership or fee
or any enhancement thereof till
disposal of wait list applications
be kept on hold till disposal of
the company petition," said the
order.

The appellate tribunal has or-
dered that its interim order
should be carried into effect
within two weeks. The manage-
ment has failed to protect the
distinctive character of the Club
which stands converted into
"recreational club only".


