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THe BBMP commissioner n
Manjunath Prasad, in a meeting,
informed that in the last two days
40 out of 210 students at Man-
jushree College and 28 flat in-
mates were infected at snM Raj
Lake View Residency in the Bom-
manahalli Zone. Prasad said that
500 residents have been tested
and there are 1,000 more to be
tested. In this regard, six testing
camps have been set up. 

The commissioner said that
most of the students attending
Manjushree nursing College are
from Kerala and there is a high
incidence of infection from stu-
dents who come to the city from
there.  

"There is no restriction on

those coming from Kerala as per
the orders of the central govern-
ment.  If a person from Kerala
comes to the city, he / she should
enrol in the institute only if there
is an RT PCR negative report

within 72 hours.  anyone who vi-
olates the law will be prosecuted
according to the disaster Man-
agement act," Prasad said. 

The BBMP has said that a party
could be a probable reason be-

hind the infection. The authori-
ties have been asked to increase
the number of Covid tests. There
are a total of 341 testing teams,
including 141 primary health care
centres. 

The Joint Commissioner is di-
rected to review the testing and
the Zonal special Commission-
ers should hold a biennial review
meeting to check for more cases
and isolate those who are posi-
tive.  It has also been instructed
to detect and isolate primary and
secondary contacts through con-
tact tracing after being positive.  

Officials have been instructed
to contact Resident Welfare as-
sociations (RWa) in connection
with Covid cases in the city.
Prasad has asked the officials to
meet the RWas through video
conference. The commissioner

noted that in the background of
low Covid cases the citizens have
lowered the guard. The marshals
have been instructed to take ap-
propriate action against those
not found to be wearing masks. 

second dose of Covid-19 vac-
cination has begun.  as of sun-
day, 4,09,836 healthcare workers
and 86,798 frontline workers
have been administered the first
dose of vaccine across the state
with a coverage of 50 per cent
and 30 per cent respectively. The
state government has set a dead-
line for health workers to get the
vaccine and those who do not get
the vaccine must get the vaccine
by February 25.  Health workers
will not be vaccinated after that.
Those who received the first
dose will be given the second
dose.  

As number of fresh Covid cases 
on rise, BBMP to ramp up testing

BBMP Commissioner N Manjunath Prasad addressing the meeting
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FOLLOWING the success of the pi-

lot cohort, Indian Institute of Man-

agement Bangalore (IIMB) has an-

nounced the launch of ‘Mahatma

Gandhi National Fellowship’

(MGNF) 2021-23 in collaboration

with the Ministry of Skill Develop-

ment and Entrepreneurship

(MSDE), Government of India and

State Skill Development Missions

(SSDMs). 

The Mahatma Gandhi National

Fellowship is a unique opportunity

for young, dynamic individuals to

combine classroom sessions at IIM

with engagement in the district

economies to promote skill devel-

opment and skill planning.

Launched last year, the implemen-

tation of the programme has been

a great success and has garnered

huge appreciation from various

stakeholders.

IIMB Director Professor Rishike-

sha T Krishna described MGNF

Phase 2 as an opportunity for

young dynamic individuals who are

looking for opportunities outside

the normal. “Based on our Phase 1

experience, we know that many of

our past Fellows are having an im-

pact on the District Skill Commit-

tee that they have been support-

ing; some have gone on to create

very interesting projects that are

creating skills as pre-cursor for

employment by integrating ideas

from business management, public

policy, and development econom-

ics learned at IIMB and under-

standing their district’s potential.

Some of the initiatives are with

SHGs, others are market based in-

terventions strengthening pre-ex-

isting markets in turmeric, sarees,

or garlic in an attempt to scale and

integrate with new markets,” he

explained. 

The Mahatma Gandhi National

Fellowship 2021-23 has been rolled

out nationally in more than 660 dis-

tricts across India. The programme

is being hosted by nine IIMs (IIM

Ahmedabad, IIM Bangalore, IIM

Jammu, IIM Kozhikode, IIM Luc-

know, IIM Nagpur, IIM Ranchi, IIM

Udaipur and IIM Visakhapatnam)

separately, with IIM Bangalore

managing the common admission

process.

Programme Director and faculty

from the Centre for Public Policy at

IIMB Professor Arnab Mukherjee

said, “In Phase 1, the MGNF had to

deal with disruptions due to

COVID-19 like every other activity

in the country. The MGNF has

proved to be institutionally flexible,

and, in many districts, has worked

with COVID-19 recovery efforts

that range from undertaking tracer

studies of migrants to undertaking

welfare activities for those dis-

placed due to COVID-19. Phase 2

extends the programme nationally

to all remaining districts in the

country in partnership with various

IIMs from across the country. Our

Phase 1 experience tells us that

the Fellows have been instrumental

in supporting the district skill

ecosystems in several parts of the

country and have been critical to

kick starting new initiatives that

have strengthened skilling. Ex-

panding this nationally can truly be

impactful for the whole country at

a time when growth concerns are

paramount, and the expansion of

formal employment opportunities

are limited.”

IIM-B announces national
roll-out of Mahatma
Gandhi Fellowship
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THe Karnataka government on
Monday asked people possessing
Below Poverty Line (BPL) ration
cards, despite being ineligible on
account of owning either a two
wheeeler, TV, fridge or over five
acres of land, to surrender them
before March 31 or face legal ac-
tion.

"There are parameters for pos-
sessing a BPL card. They should
not have more than five acres of
land, motorcycle, TV or fridge.
Those who don't qualify on these
parameters should return the
cards or else we will do it," Food
and Civil supplies Minister Umesh
Katti said at a press conference in
Belagavi.

He said anyone earning more
than Rs 1.20 lakh annually should
not use BPL cards and has to re-
turn it before March 31. Congress
flayed the remarks and party
workers staged protests in front of
various ration shops in Bengaluru.

Party workers also protested in
dharwad, Mysuru and Tumakuru,
a Congress leader said.

Congress MLa U T Khader said

the issue had come up before him
when he was the Food and Civil
supplies Minister in the siddara-
maiah government and he had de-
cided not to relax the norms as
many poor people would be af-
fected.

He opined that when there are

offers like interest free loans to
purchase all these items, it was ob-
vious that people would buy it. The
government is 'anti-poor', he
charged and asked them to focus
on identifying more beneficiaries
instead of 'snatching away' their
BPL cards. (PTI)
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THe Chinnaswamy stadium in
Bengaluru has emerged as the
front-runner to host next
month's limited overs series be-
tween India and south africa
women's sides after Kerala
Cricket association (KCa) ex-
pressed its inability to stage the
matches at the Greenfield sports
Hub stadium in Thiruvanthapu-
ram. KCa secretary sreejith V
nair told PTI that they were sup-
posed to host eight games (three
OdIs and five T20Is) from the

first week of March and a 14-day
training camp before that but the
owners of the stadium -- IL & Fs
-- have booked the facility for an
army recruitment drive for two
weeks. 

"IL & Fs did not even inform
us while booking the stadium on
dates clashing with the women's
series. It is a violation of our MoU
with them. We have written to
the BCCI expressing our inability
to host the games," said nair.
KCa has an agreement with the
owners to manage the ground. In
the wake of KCa's withdrawal,
the BCCI is looking at Bengaluru

as an alternate option. "Ben-
galuru is a good option but again
with the COVId -19 still very
much around, we are dependent
on government permission and
the logistics too need to be
worked out. We are still targeting
the first week of March to start
the series," a BCCI source told
PTI. 

However, both BCCI and
Cricket south africa are yet to
announce the series though the
Indian players have been inti-
mated about it. The team has not
played international cricket
since the T20 World Cup final in

March last year. Their only out-
ing since that final was during the
exhibition Women's T20 Chal-
lenge in sharjah in november
last. since the series will have to
be played in a bio-bubble, the
team needs to assemble at least
two weeks before the first game
with six days reserved for quar-
antine. "The players have been
training at their respective cen-
tres but of course they will need
at least 10 days to train together
before the series. They have been
away from the game for a long
time now," the source added.
(PTI)

Own a TV, fridge or 2-wheeler?
Surrender BPL cards or face action

INDIA-SA WOMEN’S SERIES

Bengaluru emerges front-runner after Kerala’s withdrawal 
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TeCHadeMy has been making
inroads as a unified learning ex-
perience platform that is poised
to address the challenges in
Learning and development
(L&d) programs in post-Covid
19 workplace environments. By
incorporating features of both
an LMs and LXP, the digital plat-
form unifies various learning in-
terventions to solve critical chal-
lenges, from addressing learning
drop-offs and inculcating a cul-
ture of continuous learning, to
virtual employee onboarding,
compliance and customer train-
ing, cross-skilling, reskilling and
deploying virtual training envi-
ronments with ease.

Outlining the need for compa-
nies to stay on top of their L&d
strategies in an era where tech-
nologies and its applications
continue to change and evolve at
a rapid pace, Techademy
Founder, n Keshava Raju states
“Unprecedented events such as
the one we're in continues to
create daunting challenges for
an organisation's L&d strategy
in a time where they need it
more than ever. While we no-
ticed that most organisations
have not axed their development
programs, our internal data and
surveys indicate that metrics
such as engagement rates, and
course completion rates are tak-
ing a significant hit.” 

By integrating various learn-
ing platforms that focus on vari-
ous learning metrics into a sin-
gular digital solution,
TeCHadeMy aims to solves
this very challenge, and make
professional training more rele-
vant, personalised and engaging
by putting learner experiences

at the heart of an L&d strategy.
Given that most companies to-
day have a distributed workforce
it becomes very important for
organisations to deliver mean-
ingful learning experiences that
is consumed as intended.

Commenting on the same,
Techademy Founder n Keshava
Raju added, “To drive employee
engagement and improves ones
returns on learning (ROL) or-
ganisations need to curate and
nurture an outcome-oriented
learning culture. One can do this
only by equipping their work-
force with the right set of tools,
be it assessments that evaluate
core traits and acquired skills, or
letting them learn in a sphere
that mimics the organisations
production environment.”

apart from the plethora of fea-
tures the platform offers,
TeCHadeMy also plans on
adding to about 50 new courses
every month to their content li-
brary, which currently hosts over
2500 tech-based courses. The
company's main goal currently
is to ensure that organisations
continue to deliver and improve
upon their L&d programs with-
out any interruptions. 

sharing its heritage and pro-
moters with IIHT, Techademy is
poised to be a truly one of its
kind platform with a mission
statement that Founder n Ke-
shava Raju signs off with “since
our inception in 1993, we have
had a strong bond with the IT &
IT-enabled industries and have
been a preferred L&d partner
for some of the tech giants today.
We have an obligation to ensure
that the industry does not face
any negative disruption by fu-
ture-proofing talent transforma-
tion.” 

New age unified learning
experience platform to

drive learner engagement
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IndIa's total COVId-19 active cases cur-
rently stand at 1.39 lakh with 33 states and
union territories having reported less than
5,000 active cases in a span of 24 hours,
the Health Ministry said on Monday. Three
states -- Kerala, Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka -- cumulatively account for 77 per
cent (76.5 per cent) of India's total active
cases. Kerala, Maharashtra together ac-
count for 74.72 per cent of the total active
cases. Tripura and daman and diu and
dadra and nagar Haveli currently have
only two active cases each. 

The ministry said that 18 states and UTs
have not reported any deaths in a span of
24 hours. These are assam, Rajasthan,
Odisha, andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Jhark-
hand, Uttarakhand, Manipur, nagaland,
Lakshadweep, Meghalaya, sikkim, an-
daman and nicobar Islands, Ladakh, Mi-
zoram, arunachal Pradesh, Tripura and
daman and diu and dadra and nagar
Haveli. also, ten states and UTs have re-
ported no deaths in the last week. These
are andaman and nicobar Islands,
arunachal Pradesh, daman and diu and
dadra and nagar Haveli, Ladakh,Lakshad-
weep, Manipur, nagaland, sikkim, and

Tripura.  Till 8 am on February 15, the cu-
mulative number of healthcare workers
(HCW) and frontline workers (FLW) vac-
cinated against COVId-19 in the country
has reached nearly 83 lakh. a total
82,85,295 beneficiaries have been vacci-
nated through 1,73,729 sessions, as per the
provisional report till 8 am. These include
59,88,113 HCWs (1st dose), 24,561 HCWs
(2nd dose) and 22,72,621 FLWs (1st dose).
The 2nd dose of COVId-19 vaccination

started on February 13 for those benefici-
aries who have completed 28 days after re-
ceipt of the 1st dose. as on day 30 of the
vaccination drive (14th February, 2021), a
total of 21,437 beneficiaries received vac-
cination across 877 sessions. 

Out of which, 20,504 beneficiaries were
vaccinated for 1st dose and 933 HCWs re-
ceived 2nd dose of vaccine, the ministry
said. The country is witnessing a progres-
sive increase in the vaccination day by day,

it stressed. Ten states account for 69 per
cent of the total beneficiaries vaccinated
in India. Uttar Pradesh alone accounts for
10.4 per cent (8,58,602) beneficiaries. In-
dia's cumulative recoveries have surged to
1,06,21,220 with 9,489 patients having re-
cuperated in a span of 24 hours. The min-
istry said 79.5 per cent of the new recov-
ered cases are observed to be concentrated
in six states. Kerala has reported the max-
imum number of single-day recoveries
with 4,692 newly recovered cases (nearly
50 per cent). 

as many as 1,355 people recovered in
Maharashtra in the past 24 hours followed
by 486 in Karnataka. ninety fatalities have
been recorded in a span of 24 hours. six
states account for 80 per cent of the daily
deaths. Maharashtra saw the maximum ca-
sualties (40), accounting for nearly 44.44
per cent of the daily deaths. Kerala follows
with 15 daily deaths and Tamil nadu re-
ported six casualties. 

a total of 1,649 new daily cases have
been recorded in a day. The ministry 86.4
per cent of the daily new cases are from six
states. Kerala reports the highest daily new
cases at 4,612. It is followed by Maharash-
tra with 4,092, while Tamil nadu reported
470 new cases. (PTI)

Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra account 
for 77 pc of 1.39 lakh active Covid cases

Civil Supplies Minister
Umesh Katti


