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Nanosatellite to carry Bhagavad Gita,
PM Modi’s photograph into space
NEWDELHI

A nanosatellite is all set to
take a photograph of PM
Narendra Modi and a copy
of religious book, the Bha-
gavad Gita to space. In ad-
dition to these, names of
25,000 individuals were
also be carried by the
Satish Dhawan Satellite
(SD SAT) that is due of be
launched by the end of this
month from the space cen-
tre at Sriharikota. The
nanosatellite has been de-
veloped by a private firm

SpaceKidz, reported a na-
tional daily.

“We have also added the

name and photograph of
the prime minister on the
top panel with the words

Atmanirbhar mission. This
satellite has been com-
pletely developed and fab-
ricated in India, including
the electronics and cir-
cuitry,” Dr Srimathy Kesan,
founder and CeO of
SpaceKidz India revealed
to the daily hindustan
Times. 

The names of Dr K Sivan,
Chairperson ISRO and Dr
R Umamaheswaran, ISRO's
Scientific Secretary have
also been etched at the bot-
tom panel of the nanosatel-
lite.

Dozens of skaters took to the frozen
surface of Amsterdam's historic

Prinsengracht canal at Amsterdam in
Netherlands as the deep freeze
gripping Europe briefly made it

possible to skate on a small section of
the canal for the first time since 2018.
People skated and walked on a small

stretch of ice between two bridges
close to the landmark Westerkerk

before growing cracks in the ice forced
all but the most daring off the ice

19 more Covid
vaccines in pipeline 

New Delhi: Nearly 19 coronavirus

vaccine candidates are in different

clinical trial stages and may be avail-

able in the coming months, health

minister harsh Vardhan said on

monday. addressing the media,

Vardhan said that in the next 2-3

weeks, vaccination against Covid-19

will be started for people above 50

years of age. "about 18-19 vaccine

candidates against Covid-19 are in

the pipeline and are in preclinical,

clinical and advanced stages. we are

hopeful that we will be able to offer

newer vaccines to india in the com-

ing months," Vardhan said.

NTPC to pay `20
lakh to kin of

Tapovan victims
Joshimath: state-run power giant

NtPC on monday said it would pay

a compensation of Rs 20 lakh each

to the families of labourers who

died in the recent flash flood at its

tapovan-Vishnugad hydel project in

Uttarakhand. a workforce has been

set up at the plant to coordinate

with the administration and gather

all required information about

every missing worker, NtPC's

spokesman RP Jayada said. he said

rescue work is underway on a war-

footing at tapovan-Vishnugad proj-

ect site by multiple agencies to

reach people believed to be

trapped inside the tunnel. Real-

time information is being shared

with the agencies involved in the

exercise to expedite it, Jayada said.

SC slaps notice on
WhatsApp, Facebook

NEWDELHI

The Supreme Court is-
sued notices to popular so-
cial media platforms
WhatsApp and Facebook
on a plea against its new
privacy policy here on
Monday. The apex court
said people had grave ap-
prehensions on loss of pri-
vacy, making it clear that it
was the court's duty to pro-
tect this right as it heard an
application against What-
sApp's new privacy policy.

The observation came as
senior advocate Shyam Di-
van, representing peti-
tioner Karmanya Singh Sa-
reen, sought direction to
restrain WhatsApp from
implementing its new pri-
vacy policy in India.

"They have come up
with new differentiating

privacy policy for the eu-
ropeans and different set of
rules applicable to Indi-
ans," Divan argued. he
added that till the time new
data protection law came
into force in India, What-
sApp should not bring its
new privacy policy. At this,
Chief Justice SA Bobde
replied, "We will issue no-
tice in the matter."

A bench, headed by the

Chief Justice and compris-
ing Justices AS Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian,
told the counsel for What-
sApp, “People have grave
apprehensions about loss
of privacy. You may be 2 or
3 trillion-dollar company,
but people value their pri-
vacy more than your
money. we have to protect
people's privacy."

Senior advocates Kapil

Sibal and Arvind Datar, ap-
pearing for WhatsApp,
strongly contested Divan's
argument, saying that the
Delhi high Court is already
seized of the matter. Sibal
said that europe had a dif-
ferent set of data privacy
laws, and WhatsApp's new
privacy policy for India is
similar to policy applicable
in the US, Australia and
other countries. "The fact
is that this policy was ap-
plicable to the rest of the
world except europe. In
europe, it is different be-
cause they have a special
law," he argued. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the
Centre, said the right to
privacy was a fundamental
right and they cannot com-
promise with the privacy of
people. 

AJITK DUBEY

NEWDELHI

IN a step that would estab-
lish its superiority in air
combat over China and Pak-
istan, India would start test-
ing the Astra Mark 2 beyond
visual range air-to-air mis-
sile, which would be capable
of taking down enemy air-
craft from a range of 160
kilometres.

The extended range Astra
Mark 2 would give India an
edge over its adversaries and

would add more lethality to
its fighter jets in aerial com-
bat, like the one which hap-
pened a day after the Bal-
akot airstrikes on February
26, 2019.

"The trial for the Astra
Mark would be starting in

the second half of this year
and we are hoping to see the
missile fully developed by
2022," government officials
said.

The next-generation mis-
sile is expected to be opera-
tional by the next year-end,

former Central Air Com-
mander Air Marshal SBP
Sinha (Retd) said.

The retired officer has
been associated with the As-
tra missile programme for a
long time now.

The Astra is a beyond vi-
sual range air-to-air missile
(BVRAAM), which flies over
four times the speed of
sound at Mach 4.5. efforts
are now on to integrate the
over 100-km strike range
missile on the indigenous
fighter aircraft LCA Tejas.

The all-weather day and
night capable Astra, which
currently has a strike range
of around 100 km, will even-
tually replace the expensive
Russian, French and Israeli
BVRAAMs that are cur-
rently imported to arm IAF
fighters.

The Indian Air Force and
Indian navy have already
given orders for 288 Astra
Mark-1 Missiles which are
already "proven" on the
Russian-origin Sukhoi-
30MKI fighters. (ANI)

5-day bail to
Kerala scribe
to visit ailing
mother 

NEWDELHI

The Supreme Court
granted 5-day interim bail to
journalist Siddique Kappan,
arrested on his way to
hathras where a young Dalit
woman had died after being
allegedly gang-raped, to visit
his ailing mother.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde said the in-
terest of justice would be
served if appropriate safe-
guards are built into the or-
der for the proposed visit of
the prisoner. The apex court
said that during his visit he
shall not give any interview
to the media, including social
media.  “We, accordingly,
permit the prisoner - Sid-
dique Kappan to go to Kerala
for a period of five days only
for the purpose of seeing his
ailing mother. “he shall not
meet the members of the
public.”

Govt eases curbs on geospatial
data for map-making

NEWDELHI

IN sweeping changes in the
country's mapping policy,
the government on Monday
announced liberalisation of
norms governing the acqui-
sition and production of
geospatial data, a move that
will help in boosting innova-
tion in the sector and create
a level-playing field for pub-
lic and private entities. 

Under the new guidelines,
the sector will be deregu-

lated and aspects such as
prior approvals for survey-
ing, mapping and for build-
ing applications based on
that have been done away
with, Department of Science
and Technology Secretary
Ashutosh Sharma said. For
Indian entities, there will be
complete deregulation with
no prior approvals, security
clearances, licenses, for ac-
quisition and production of
geospatial data and geospa-
tial data services, including

maps, he said.  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said the
liberalisation of policies gov-
erning the acquisition and
production of geospatial
data is a "massive step in
government's vision for an
Aatmanirbhar Bharat". 

The reform will benefit
the country's farmers, start-
ups, private sector, public
sector and research institu-
tions to drive innovations
and build scalable solutions,
he said.

3 held for
duping 
Kejriwal’s
daughter

NEWDELHI

Three men have been ar-

rested for allegedly duping

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal's daughter, police

said on Monday.

Sajid, a resident of Nuh in

Haryana, Kapil and Manvin-

der Singh, hailing from

Mathura -- were arrested

from the Bharatpur-Mathura

border with the help of tech-

nical surveillance, police

said. However, the main ac-

cused identified as Waris

(25) is still on the run, they

said.  The chief minister's

daughter was duped of Rs

34,000 by one of the four ac-

cused, who had approached

her as a buyer on an e-com-

merce platform, where she

had put up a sofa on sale.

"The three worked on com-

mission basis for Waris. 

Manvinder got multiple

bank accounts opened for

Kapil and Sajid using fake

documents, for which he re-

ceived a commission. The

cheated amount was trans-

ferred to Waris' account,”

the officer said. According

to the police, the victim had

put up a sofa for sale on an

e-commerce platform. She

was approached by a man

who showed interest in

making the purchase. To

check if the account details

shared by her were correct,

he initially transferred a

minimal amount of money

into her account and later

duped her.

India to test 160-km strike range Astra missile soon

‘Turbidity in upper
Ganga canal
reduced by 90%’

PURNA SINGH

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
claimed on Monday that high
turbidity in water from the
upper Ganga canal has been
reduced by up to 90 per cent
and the water supply from
Bhagirathi Water Treatment
Plant will resume by Monday
evening. DJB vice chairman
Raghav Chadha, who was at
Bhagirathi WTP for an in-
spection, said, "Turbidity
that had increased to un-
precedented levels of 8,000
NTU (Nephelometric Tur-
bidity Unit) has been re-
duced by up to 90 per cent

and we are expecting that
Bhagirathi WTP will start
treating and supplying water
at its full capacity by today
evening."

Chadha further said that
turbidity in water that was
measured up to 882 NTU at
Sonia Vihar WTP, has been
reduced up to 40 per cent.

"DJB is still working re-
lentlessly to bring Sonia Vi-
har WTP to its full function.
We had to reduce the capac-
ity of water treatment at
both Sonia Vihar and Bhagi-
rathi WTP due to increase in
turbidity in the water coming
to Delhi through upper
Ganga canal," Chadha added.

WhatsApp may be worth $2-3 tn, people
value privacy more, says the apex court 

Kejriwal to address ‘kisan 
mahapanchayat’ on Feb 28
NEWDELHI

AAP national convenor
and Delhi CM Arvind Ke-
jriwal will address a 'kisan
mahapanchayat' at
Meerut on February 28 in
support of farmers
protesting the Centre's
new agri laws, the party

said on Monday. 
AAP  has strongly come

out in favour of the farm-
ers protesting the new
farms laws.  Kejriwal has
visited Delhi's Singhu
border, a major protest
site, twice and expressed
his support to the farm-
ers. 
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Centre may put 
4 banks on sale 
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THe BBMP commissioner n
Manjunath Prasad, in a meeting,
informed that in the last two days
40 out of 210 students at Man-
jushree College and 28 flat in-
mates were infected at snM Raj
Lake View Residency in the Bom-
manahalli Zone. Prasad said that
500 residents have been tested
and there are 1,000 more to be
tested. In this regard, six testing
camps have been set up. 

The commissioner said that
most of the students attending
Manjushree nursing College are
from Kerala and there is a high
incidence of infection from stu-
dents who come to the city from
there.  

"There is no restriction on

those coming from Kerala as per
the orders of the central govern-
ment.  If a person from Kerala
comes to the city, he / she should
enrol in the institute only if there
is an RT PCR negative report

within 72 hours.  anyone who vi-
olates the law will be prosecuted
according to the disaster Man-
agement act," Prasad said. 

The BBMP has said that a party
could be a probable reason be-

hind the infection. The authori-
ties have been asked to increase
the number of Covid tests. There
are a total of 341 testing teams,
including 141 primary health care
centres. 

The Joint Commissioner is di-
rected to review the testing and
the Zonal special Commission-
ers should hold a biennial review
meeting to check for more cases
and isolate those who are posi-
tive.  It has also been instructed
to detect and isolate primary and
secondary contacts through con-
tact tracing after being positive.  

Officials have been instructed
to contact Resident Welfare as-
sociations (RWa) in connection
with Covid cases in the city.
Prasad has asked the officials to
meet the RWas through video
conference. The commissioner

noted that in the background of
low Covid cases the citizens have
lowered the guard. The marshals
have been instructed to take ap-
propriate action against those
not found to be wearing masks. 

second dose of Covid-19 vac-
cination has begun.  as of sun-
day, 4,09,836 healthcare workers
and 86,798 frontline workers
have been administered the first
dose of vaccine across the state
with a coverage of 50 per cent
and 30 per cent respectively. The
state government has set a dead-
line for health workers to get the
vaccine and those who do not get
the vaccine must get the vaccine
by February 25.  Health workers
will not be vaccinated after that.
Those who received the first
dose will be given the second
dose.  

As number of fresh Covid cases 
on rise, BBMP to ramp up testing

BBMP Commissioner N Manjunath Prasad addressing the meeting
HANSNEWS SERVICE
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FOLLOWING the success of the pi-

lot cohort, Indian Institute of Man-

agement Bangalore (IIMB) has an-

nounced the launch of ‘Mahatma

Gandhi National Fellowship’

(MGNF) 2021-23 in collaboration

with the Ministry of Skill Develop-

ment and Entrepreneurship

(MSDE), Government of India and

State Skill Development Missions

(SSDMs). 

The Mahatma Gandhi National

Fellowship is a unique opportunity

for young, dynamic individuals to

combine classroom sessions at IIM

with engagement in the district

economies to promote skill devel-

opment and skill planning.

Launched last year, the implemen-

tation of the programme has been

a great success and has garnered

huge appreciation from various

stakeholders.

IIMB Director Professor Rishike-

sha T Krishna described MGNF

Phase 2 as an opportunity for

young dynamic individuals who are

looking for opportunities outside

the normal. “Based on our Phase 1

experience, we know that many of

our past Fellows are having an im-

pact on the District Skill Commit-

tee that they have been support-

ing; some have gone on to create

very interesting projects that are

creating skills as pre-cursor for

employment by integrating ideas

from business management, public

policy, and development econom-

ics learned at IIMB and under-

standing their district’s potential.

Some of the initiatives are with

SHGs, others are market based in-

terventions strengthening pre-ex-

isting markets in turmeric, sarees,

or garlic in an attempt to scale and

integrate with new markets,” he

explained. 

The Mahatma Gandhi National

Fellowship 2021-23 has been rolled

out nationally in more than 660 dis-

tricts across India. The programme

is being hosted by nine IIMs (IIM

Ahmedabad, IIM Bangalore, IIM

Jammu, IIM Kozhikode, IIM Luc-

know, IIM Nagpur, IIM Ranchi, IIM

Udaipur and IIM Visakhapatnam)

separately, with IIM Bangalore

managing the common admission

process.

Programme Director and faculty

from the Centre for Public Policy at

IIMB Professor Arnab Mukherjee

said, “In Phase 1, the MGNF had to

deal with disruptions due to

COVID-19 like every other activity

in the country. The MGNF has

proved to be institutionally flexible,

and, in many districts, has worked

with COVID-19 recovery efforts

that range from undertaking tracer

studies of migrants to undertaking

welfare activities for those dis-

placed due to COVID-19. Phase 2

extends the programme nationally

to all remaining districts in the

country in partnership with various

IIMs from across the country. Our

Phase 1 experience tells us that

the Fellows have been instrumental

in supporting the district skill

ecosystems in several parts of the

country and have been critical to

kick starting new initiatives that

have strengthened skilling. Ex-

panding this nationally can truly be

impactful for the whole country at

a time when growth concerns are

paramount, and the expansion of

formal employment opportunities

are limited.”

IIM-B announces national
roll-out of Mahatma
Gandhi Fellowship

BELAGAVI

THe Karnataka government on
Monday asked people possessing
Below Poverty Line (BPL) ration
cards, despite being ineligible on
account of owning either a two
wheeeler, TV, fridge or over five
acres of land, to surrender them
before March 31 or face legal ac-
tion.

"There are parameters for pos-
sessing a BPL card. They should
not have more than five acres of
land, motorcycle, TV or fridge.
Those who don't qualify on these
parameters should return the
cards or else we will do it," Food
and Civil supplies Minister Umesh
Katti said at a press conference in
Belagavi.

He said anyone earning more
than Rs 1.20 lakh annually should
not use BPL cards and has to re-
turn it before March 31. Congress
flayed the remarks and party
workers staged protests in front of
various ration shops in Bengaluru.

Party workers also protested in
dharwad, Mysuru and Tumakuru,
a Congress leader said.

Congress MLa U T Khader said

the issue had come up before him
when he was the Food and Civil
supplies Minister in the siddara-
maiah government and he had de-
cided not to relax the norms as
many poor people would be af-
fected.

He opined that when there are

offers like interest free loans to
purchase all these items, it was ob-
vious that people would buy it. The
government is 'anti-poor', he
charged and asked them to focus
on identifying more beneficiaries
instead of 'snatching away' their
BPL cards. (PTI)

BHARAT SHARMA

BENGALURU

THe Chinnaswamy stadium in
Bengaluru has emerged as the
front-runner to host next
month's limited overs series be-
tween India and south africa
women's sides after Kerala
Cricket association (KCa) ex-
pressed its inability to stage the
matches at the Greenfield sports
Hub stadium in Thiruvanthapu-
ram. KCa secretary sreejith V
nair told PTI that they were sup-
posed to host eight games (three
OdIs and five T20Is) from the

first week of March and a 14-day
training camp before that but the
owners of the stadium -- IL & Fs
-- have booked the facility for an
army recruitment drive for two
weeks. 

"IL & Fs did not even inform
us while booking the stadium on
dates clashing with the women's
series. It is a violation of our MoU
with them. We have written to
the BCCI expressing our inability
to host the games," said nair.
KCa has an agreement with the
owners to manage the ground. In
the wake of KCa's withdrawal,
the BCCI is looking at Bengaluru

as an alternate option. "Ben-
galuru is a good option but again
with the COVId -19 still very
much around, we are dependent
on government permission and
the logistics too need to be
worked out. We are still targeting
the first week of March to start
the series," a BCCI source told
PTI. 

However, both BCCI and
Cricket south africa are yet to
announce the series though the
Indian players have been inti-
mated about it. The team has not
played international cricket
since the T20 World Cup final in

March last year. Their only out-
ing since that final was during the
exhibition Women's T20 Chal-
lenge in sharjah in november
last. since the series will have to
be played in a bio-bubble, the
team needs to assemble at least
two weeks before the first game
with six days reserved for quar-
antine. "The players have been
training at their respective cen-
tres but of course they will need
at least 10 days to train together
before the series. They have been
away from the game for a long
time now," the source added.
(PTI)

Own a TV, fridge or 2-wheeler?
Surrender BPL cards or face action

INDIA-SA WOMEN’S SERIES

Bengaluru emerges front-runner after Kerala’s withdrawal 

BENGALURU

TeCHadeMy has been making
inroads as a unified learning ex-
perience platform that is poised
to address the challenges in
Learning and development
(L&d) programs in post-Covid
19 workplace environments. By
incorporating features of both
an LMs and LXP, the digital plat-
form unifies various learning in-
terventions to solve critical chal-
lenges, from addressing learning
drop-offs and inculcating a cul-
ture of continuous learning, to
virtual employee onboarding,
compliance and customer train-
ing, cross-skilling, reskilling and
deploying virtual training envi-
ronments with ease.

Outlining the need for compa-
nies to stay on top of their L&d
strategies in an era where tech-
nologies and its applications
continue to change and evolve at
a rapid pace, Techademy
Founder, n Keshava Raju states
“Unprecedented events such as
the one we're in continues to
create daunting challenges for
an organisation's L&d strategy
in a time where they need it
more than ever. While we no-
ticed that most organisations
have not axed their development
programs, our internal data and
surveys indicate that metrics
such as engagement rates, and
course completion rates are tak-
ing a significant hit.” 

By integrating various learn-
ing platforms that focus on vari-
ous learning metrics into a sin-
gular digital solution,
TeCHadeMy aims to solves
this very challenge, and make
professional training more rele-
vant, personalised and engaging
by putting learner experiences

at the heart of an L&d strategy.
Given that most companies to-
day have a distributed workforce
it becomes very important for
organisations to deliver mean-
ingful learning experiences that
is consumed as intended.

Commenting on the same,
Techademy Founder n Keshava
Raju added, “To drive employee
engagement and improves ones
returns on learning (ROL) or-
ganisations need to curate and
nurture an outcome-oriented
learning culture. One can do this
only by equipping their work-
force with the right set of tools,
be it assessments that evaluate
core traits and acquired skills, or
letting them learn in a sphere
that mimics the organisations
production environment.”

apart from the plethora of fea-
tures the platform offers,
TeCHadeMy also plans on
adding to about 50 new courses
every month to their content li-
brary, which currently hosts over
2500 tech-based courses. The
company's main goal currently
is to ensure that organisations
continue to deliver and improve
upon their L&d programs with-
out any interruptions. 

sharing its heritage and pro-
moters with IIHT, Techademy is
poised to be a truly one of its
kind platform with a mission
statement that Founder n Ke-
shava Raju signs off with “since
our inception in 1993, we have
had a strong bond with the IT &
IT-enabled industries and have
been a preferred L&d partner
for some of the tech giants today.
We have an obligation to ensure
that the industry does not face
any negative disruption by fu-
ture-proofing talent transforma-
tion.” 

New age unified learning
experience platform to

drive learner engagement

BENGALURU

IndIa's total COVId-19 active cases cur-
rently stand at 1.39 lakh with 33 states and
union territories having reported less than
5,000 active cases in a span of 24 hours,
the Health Ministry said on Monday. Three
states -- Kerala, Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka -- cumulatively account for 77 per
cent (76.5 per cent) of India's total active
cases. Kerala, Maharashtra together ac-
count for 74.72 per cent of the total active
cases. Tripura and daman and diu and
dadra and nagar Haveli currently have
only two active cases each. 

The ministry said that 18 states and UTs
have not reported any deaths in a span of
24 hours. These are assam, Rajasthan,
Odisha, andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Jhark-
hand, Uttarakhand, Manipur, nagaland,
Lakshadweep, Meghalaya, sikkim, an-
daman and nicobar Islands, Ladakh, Mi-
zoram, arunachal Pradesh, Tripura and
daman and diu and dadra and nagar
Haveli. also, ten states and UTs have re-
ported no deaths in the last week. These
are andaman and nicobar Islands,
arunachal Pradesh, daman and diu and
dadra and nagar Haveli, Ladakh,Lakshad-
weep, Manipur, nagaland, sikkim, and

Tripura.  Till 8 am on February 15, the cu-
mulative number of healthcare workers
(HCW) and frontline workers (FLW) vac-
cinated against COVId-19 in the country
has reached nearly 83 lakh. a total
82,85,295 beneficiaries have been vacci-
nated through 1,73,729 sessions, as per the
provisional report till 8 am. These include
59,88,113 HCWs (1st dose), 24,561 HCWs
(2nd dose) and 22,72,621 FLWs (1st dose).
The 2nd dose of COVId-19 vaccination

started on February 13 for those benefici-
aries who have completed 28 days after re-
ceipt of the 1st dose. as on day 30 of the
vaccination drive (14th February, 2021), a
total of 21,437 beneficiaries received vac-
cination across 877 sessions. 

Out of which, 20,504 beneficiaries were
vaccinated for 1st dose and 933 HCWs re-
ceived 2nd dose of vaccine, the ministry
said. The country is witnessing a progres-
sive increase in the vaccination day by day,

it stressed. Ten states account for 69 per
cent of the total beneficiaries vaccinated
in India. Uttar Pradesh alone accounts for
10.4 per cent (8,58,602) beneficiaries. In-
dia's cumulative recoveries have surged to
1,06,21,220 with 9,489 patients having re-
cuperated in a span of 24 hours. The min-
istry said 79.5 per cent of the new recov-
ered cases are observed to be concentrated
in six states. Kerala has reported the max-
imum number of single-day recoveries
with 4,692 newly recovered cases (nearly
50 per cent). 

as many as 1,355 people recovered in
Maharashtra in the past 24 hours followed
by 486 in Karnataka. ninety fatalities have
been recorded in a span of 24 hours. six
states account for 80 per cent of the daily
deaths. Maharashtra saw the maximum ca-
sualties (40), accounting for nearly 44.44
per cent of the daily deaths. Kerala follows
with 15 daily deaths and Tamil nadu re-
ported six casualties. 

a total of 1,649 new daily cases have
been recorded in a day. The ministry 86.4
per cent of the daily new cases are from six
states. Kerala reports the highest daily new
cases at 4,612. It is followed by Maharash-
tra with 4,092, while Tamil nadu reported
470 new cases. (PTI)

Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra account 
for 77 pc of 1.39 lakh active Covid cases

Civil Supplies Minister
Umesh Katti
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BENGALURU

THe State government’s pro-
posal to set up a tree park in Tu-
rahalli minor forest has snow-
balled into a huge protest with
citizens protesting the move. in
a letter to the Additional Chief
Secretary (forest, ecology and en-
vironment) the president of Proj-
ect Vruksha Foundation and
Bengaluru Biodiversity Board
member Vijay Nishanth stated
that the project is in contraven-
tion of Forest Conservation Act. 

“it is disheartening to note
that the State forest department
itself has started the process to
destroy the remaining last blocks
of forests and convert it into a
mega tree park at Turahalli Mi-
nor Forests. As everybody is
aware, this is an abode to more
than 120 species of birds, many
species of small mammals, rep-
tiles, amphibians, butterflies to
bees and wasps. Also, the sight-
ings of spotted deer and wild boar
are frequent,” the letter read.
Nishanth apprised the additional
chief secretary that heavy ma-
chinery is being used to destroy
the secondary forests thereby, vi-
olating the condition in the ap-
proved Working Plan and also the
Supreme Court directions. 

“The Constitution has neither
provided the State the ownership
of the resources of the environ-
ment or forests. Their position is
that of a trustee who is required
to protect and improve these re-
sources for the public at large.
Moreover, the Forest Conserva-

tion Act requires the state agen-
cies to ensure forest diversion to
non-forest activities is only an
exception rather than the norm
as before, and in any decision re-
lating to diversion of forest to
non-forest purpose,” Nishanth
said. 

in a list of guidelines, signed by
H S Bhagyalakshmi, Deputy Sec-
retary to Government, Forest,
ecology & environment Depart-
ment, for the setting up of tree
park it is clarified that the Tree-
Park scheme is apt to protect for-
est land. “even though protection
of Forest land is desirable, achiev-
ing the same through the Tree-
Park Scheme, in general, is not ap-

propriate,” the guideline quoted. 
The further quote taken from

the guidelines with respect to the
size of the land says,  “Forest
lands, when available, are in large
parcels of land. This leads to the
temptation for converting entire
available land as Tree-Park.it
should be understood that only
10-20 Ha of the area is utilized ef-
fectively in a TreePark. Thus
Tree-Park should ideally be be-
tween 5 to 15 Ha. However, if land
is available inside the city, Tree-
Park can be on one Ha also.” 

Nishanth in his letter has men-
tioned an excerpt of Lakshman
rao Committee report on Lakes
and Tanks of Bengaluru wherein

he vouched for the creation of tree
parks in disused and dried-up
lakes. 

“There are a number of lakes
which have dried and are on the
verge of getting grabbed or have
been turned into garbage dump
yards. These spaces could be uti-
lized for the setting up of tree
parks. There are legal implica-
tions. it is highly objectionable
to create these tree parks in the
last remaining vestiges of de-
graded forests. And, that too, by
pushing people into these forests
to threaten the already endan-
gered and remaining flora and
fauna in the urban setup,” Nis-
hanth said. 

Tree park at Turahalli minor
forest opposed by activists

NEWDELHI/ BENGALURU

SOCiAL activists and environ-
mentalists called for immediate
release of climate activist Disha
ravi who was arrested in the
'toolkit' document case, asking
the government to stop targeting
india's youth. ravi (22) was ar-
rested on Saturday from Ben-
galuru for allegedly sharing with
Greta Thunberg the toolkit re-
lated to the farmer's protest
against the Centre's three new
agriculture laws, police said. The
Delhi Police claimed that ravi
was an editor of the "toolkit
Google doc" and "key conspira-
tor" in the document's formula-
tion and dissemination. Activists
and environmentalists have con-
demned the arrest. 

Kavita Krishnan, the secretary
of All india Progressive Women's
Association, said people like ravi
are india's best hope because
they are concerned about not
just themselves, but the future
generations. "We are not behav-
ing like a democracy right now.
if we are going to equate protest
with conspiracy and organising
protests as conspiracy, then you
are not a democracy anymore,"
she said. "They should immedi-
ately drop this case based upon
absolutely flimsy, ridiculous and
evil pretext. A toolkit is not sedi-
tion, it is not conspiracy, toolkit
is for protest," she added. 

rights activist Shabnam
Hashmi also questioned the basis
of ravi's arrest, saying anybody
even doing a local campaign pre-
pares a toolkit. "We should look
at the prime minister's campaign
toolkit. We are crossing the limits
of absurdity. We will become a
laughing stock internationally,"
she said.   Sunita Narain, head of
the Delhi-based Centre for Sci-
ence and environment, also ex-
tended her support to the ar-
rested activist. "We know
#climatechange is an existential
threat. World desperately needs
the passion and commitment of
the youth and their loud and
strong voice to shake it to more
action #FreeDisharavi," she
tweeted. 

Nine-year-old climate activist
Licypriya Kangujam called it an
attempt to silence the voices of
young girls and women in the
country. "This is an attempt to si-

lence the voices of young girls
and women in this country. But
this will not stop us from fighting
for our planet and future," Kan-
gujam tweeted. in a joint state-
ment, more than 50 academics,
artists and activists voiced sup-
port for ravi and called her arrest
“disturbing,” “illegal in nature"
and an "over-reaction of the
State”.   The statement issued
under the banner of 'Coalition
for environmental Justice in in-
dia' also called it an attempt to
distract the public. 

"it is also becoming increas-
ingly clear that the current ac-
tions of the central government
are diversionary tactics to dis-
tract people from real issues like
the ever-rising cost of fuel and
essential items, widespread un-
employment and distress caused
due to the lockdown without a
plan, and the alarming state of
the environment," it said. 

An online petition has also

been started by the group de-
manding the immediate release
of the climate activist. environ-
mentalist Vikrant Tongad said
the incident will be demotiva-
tional for climate activists. "We
cannot go on the merit of the
case as the probe is ongoing, but
the incident will be demotiva-
tional for climate activists...," he
said.   

Thunberg, a teen climate ac-
tivist, had shared the "toolkit" to
lend her support to the farmers
agitation against the three farm
reform laws. in the document,
various urgent actions, including
creating a Twitter storm and
protesting outside indian em-
bassies, were listed which were
needed to be taken to support
the farmers protest. A graduate
in Bachelor of Business Admin-
istration, ravi is also one of the
founding members of a group
named 'Fridays For Future in-
dia', police added. (PTi)

Activists demand 
release of Disha Ravi

TOOLKIT CASE

BJP compares Disha Ravi with terrorists
HANSNEWS SERVICE

BENGALURU: BJP MP PC Mohan compared climate

activist Disha Ravi with terrorists Burhan Wani and

Ajmal Kasab. The 21-year-old activist is accused to

be involved in the toolkit related to farmer's

protest, shared by environmental activist Greta

Thunberg. "Burhan Wani was a 21-year-old. Ajmal

Kasab was a 21-year-old. Age is just a number! No one is

above the law.  Law will take its own course. A Crime is a crime is a crime

is a crime," Mohan said.

Taking to Twitter, BJP National General Secretary, B L Santhosh said,

"As the the great drama of #Toolkit unfolds many anarchists who are ral-

lying behind #DishaRavi as 21 year old, sole bread winner, daughter of

single mother, climate change activist will run for cover. WhatsApp

groups, editing option, conversations will unravel many characters."

"21 year old ...environment activist ... student ..Are these credentials for

becoming a part of breaking India forces..? How does she get the access

for editing tool kit ..?Why she is part of anti national WhatsApp groups

..?Many questions ..But only one answer ..21 year old ..!!" he tweeted

BJP National spokesperson Nupur Sharma said, " What do gender and

age have to do with crime? Former PM Rajiv Gandhi’s assassin was a

woman and allegedly either 17 or just 24. Nirbhaya’s rapist and murderer

was all of 17." Meanwhile, the state Congress leaders have criticised

Ravi's arrest and called it politically motivated.  Former chief minister of

Karnataka Siddaramaiah said, " The arrest of Disha Ravi, a climate ac-

tivist, has exposed the cracks in the Indian democracy under Narendra

Modi.

How can the act of supporting farmers be charged under sedition? I

strongly condemn this politically motivated act by Delhi Police." 

Byataranyapura MLA Krishna Byre Gowda called Ravi a patriot. "Disha

Ravi is an Indian patriot. Supporting farmers or environmental activism

are civic virtues. Purpose of her arrest is just to instil fear in people not to

raise voice," he said. 

BENGALURU

iNDiA plans to have a sustained
human presence in space and is
coming out with a policy frame-
work and a long-term roadmap.
The Department of Space (DoS)
has envisaged a national effort
to meet the goal of successful
demonstration of human space-
flight capability and to achieve
the vision of sustained human
presence in space.

india's maiden human space-
flight module 'Gaganyaan' will
be launched after the second un-
manned mission planned in
2022-23, Union Minister Jiten-
dra Singh said last week. in her
Budget speech, Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman has said
the first unmanned launch is
slated for December this year.

The DoS has now put up for
public consultation on the web-

site of the indian Space re-
search Organisation (iSrO),
which comes under the former,
the draft "Humans in Space Pol-
icy for india -- 2021" and guide-
lines and procedures for its im-
plementation.

DoS believes that given the
collaborative nature of human
spaceflight due to its multi-dis-
ciplinary nature, it is essential
to have a policy-framework,
which not only fosters partner-
ships but also addresses prolif-
eration concerns and compli-
ance to existing policies, laws
and treaties.

"Human-spaceflight pro-
gramme needs to be sustained
over longer periods to deliver
tangible benefits," according to
the draft. Hence, it is essential
that the policy enables sustained
presence in low earth orbit and
beyond through reliable, robust,

safe and affordable means by un-
dertaking appropriate capacity
building measures like collabo-
rations, infrastructure develop-
ment, facilities modernisation,
technology development and hu-
man resource development.

This would also encourage
new industries, create high tech-
nology jobs, enable socio-eco-
nomic growth and further en-
hance india's stature and role in
space, it was noted. 

"The Humans in Space Policy
aims for sustained human pres-
ence in space as an instrument
for development, innovation
and foster collaborations in
alignment with national inter-
ests", the draft said. Technolog-
ical elements such as develop-
ment of human rated launch
vehicle, environmental control
and life support system, crew es-
cape system, deceleration sys-

tem, crew selection and training
and development of human cen-
tric products shall be under-
taken by the DoS, utilising ex-
pertise of iSrO, national
research institutions, academia,
industry and others.

A long-term road map for sus-
tained human presence in low
earth orbit (LeO) and undertaking
exploration missions beyond it
would be defined. "DoS/iSrO shall
encourage start-ups and industries
through suitable mechanism.

Mechanism shall be estab-
lished to explore spinoff oppor-
tunities and their development
for societal benefits", according
to the draft. DoS/iSrO shall es-
tablish a comprehensive crite-
rion for screening and selection
of crew members. For initial
missions, pilots from indian
Armed forces will be inducted as
crew members, it was stated.

GAGANYAAN IS JUST THE BEGINNING!

India plans to have sustained human presence in space

BENGALURU

reACTiNG on the reports over
stickers being pasted at the
house of donors for ram Tem-
ple, JD(S) supremo HD Ku-
maraswamy compared the sce-
nario with Germany under Nazi.
He said that seeing the develop-
ments anything can happen in
the country. 

"it appears that those collect-
ing donations for the construc-
tion of ram Mandir have been
separately marking the houses
of those who paid money and
those who did not. This is simi-
lar to what Nazis did in Germany
during the regime of Hitler when
lakhs of people lost their lives

i don’t know where these de-

velopments, which are being wit-
nessed in india, take us finally,"
Kumaraswamy tweeted. Taking
a jibe at the Sangh Parivar, the
former chief minister said, "His-
torians say that rSS took birth
at the same time when Nazi

Party was founded in Germany.
There are concerns on what will
happen if the rSS tries to imple-
ment similar policies adopted by
Nazis. The fundamental rights of
people are being snatched away
in the country now." 

Kumaraswamy felt that india
is reeling under a state of unde-
clared emergency as one cannot
express their views openly. 

"A situation has been created
where nobody can share their
feelings. i do not know what will
happen if media upholds the
government’s views in the com-
ing days. in such a situation it
is difficult to guess what would
be the fate of the common man.
This is nothing but an unde-
clared emergency," he stated. 

India under a state of undeclared
Emergency: Kumaraswamy

Govt not raising
fuel, LPG prices

to fill its 
coffers: Suresh
HANS NEWS SERVICE
CHAMARAJANAGAR

MiNiSTer for primary and
secondary education, Suresh
Kumar said that the inten-
tion of the government is not
to raise the fuel and LPG
prices to fill its coffers. He
said that nobody speaks
when the prices of fuel and
coming gas go down. "The
Union Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan has said that the
price would come down," he
said. 

reacting to Umesh Katti’s
statement on the cancella-
tion of BPL cards for those
possessing television, fridge
and vehicles, Kumar said it
was important to understand
the basis of the statement.  

“i will speak with him. Tel-
evision is common even in
the poor families.  it’s com-
mon to have television sets
in one’s home. even the child
from the poorest family
watches DD Chandana chan-
nel to attend classes and
learn,” Kumar said. Katti
said that there are parame-
ters for possessing a BPL
card which include that they
should not have more than
five acres of land, motorcy-
cle, TV or fridge. He said that
those rs 1.20 lakh annually
should not use BPL cards
and has to return it before
March 31.

HANSNEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU

Air Marshal rD Mathur, Air Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Headquarters Training Command, iAF
visited the Air Force Station Bidar and presided
over the valedictory function of the 204 Pilots
Course and 19 Weapon System Operators(WSO)
course. The Air Marshal was briefed by Air Com-
modore Nikhilesh Gautam, Air Officer Command-

ing, AFS Bidar about the operational, administra-
tive and maintenance preparedness of the base.

The visit marked the culmination of 52 weeks of
training for 18 Pilots and 2 WSOs on fighter aircraft.
The graduating pilots and WSOs were presented
with certificates and trophies during the valedictory
ceremony. Flying Officer Samarth Shukla was
awarded the trophy for first in overall order of Merit
in Pilots’ Course.

52 WEEKS OF TRAINING 
FOR 18 PILOTS ENDS
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SRK’s production ‘Darlings’, 
starring Alia Bhatt, to go on floors

T
HE Shah Rukh Khan pro-

duction Darlings, starring

Alia Bhatt, is set to go on

floors soon. The makers plan to

release the film later this year, it

was revealed on Monday. An offi-

cial announcement on the project

will be made soon.

Darlings is pitched as a quirky

story about a mother-daughter

duo. While Alia plays the daugh-

ter, actress Shefali Shah is cast as

the mother. Other actors on board

are Vijay Varma and Roshan

Mathew.
"The film is set in Mumbai

against the backdrop of a middle-

class family and traces the lives of

two women, as they find courage

and love in exceptional circum-

stances. In fact, the movie is gear-

ing up for a release this year itself.

The pre-production work is going

on full swing, and the team is all

ready to take it on floors very soon

in Mumbai," a source reveals.

The film, directed by Jasmeet K.

Reen, will be officially announced

soon.  "An official announcement

is expected this week and, accord-

ing to the source, Darlings will go

on the floors as early as the first

quar-
ter of 2021," says the source. 

This is the second time Alia and

Shah Rukh have collaborated.

They worked together in Gauri

Shinde's 2016 film Dear Zindagi,

though as co-stars.

Besides Darlings, Shah Rukh is

also backing Love Hostel featuring

Bobby Deol, Vikrant Massey and

Sanya Malhotra. The film is all set

t o
go on floors. He also produces Bob

Biswas starring Abhishek

Bachchan. The project is in post-

production stage and gearing up

for a Summer 2021 opening.

SRK is also currently busy

shooting for his next starrer,

Pathan. The film will mark his re-

turn to screen for the first time

since his 2018 release Zero. (IANS) 

70% OTT users say threats to artistes, directors worrying
SEVENTY per cent OTT users do not ap-

prove of threats of intimidation, violence
and death issued to artists, directors and pro-
ducers of movies and shows. As per a Local
circles survey, there have been a spate of cases
of threats of intimidation, violence and death
issued to artists, directors and producers of
movies and shows.

Recently, one of the artists, Richa chadha
received violence and death threat for al-
legedly stereotyping Dalits in the movie,
"Madam chief Minister". When OTT users
were asked that "Recently threats of intimi-
dation, violence and death have been issued
against artists, directors and producers of OTT
content. As a citizen of India and consumer of
OTT content, does this worry you?" The ma-
jority of 58 per cent OTT users said "Yes, quite
a bit", and 15 per cent said "Yes, somewhat".
Further breaking down the poll, 12 per cent
users said "No, doesn't affect me much", while
15 per cent said "Not at all", and 3 per cent
couldn't say.

Many of the members who participated in
the discussion on the subject said that such
threats should have no place in the society and
if they are not acted upon sternly and swiftly
by law enforcement agencies, they will only
increase over time. According to many OTT
users, the concern or grievance of an individual
or a group of individuals or an organisation
must be raised through appropriate pre-de-
fined Government channels, Localcircles said.

OTT platforms in 2020 have been a sought-
after source of entertainment for many as peo-
ple stayed home and multiplexes and cinemas
stayed closed for most of the year. The con-

sumers use OTT platforms for the choice, con-
venience and high-quality content and
amongst OTT users, majority have subscrip-
tion to two or more platforms. However, as the
industry evolves and common standards are
created, OTT users demand better definition
and display of the minimum age requirement
and rating certification so they can make in-
formed choices of what they want to watch.

Also, consumers are keen that the code of
regulation whatever approved by the Govern-
ment is shared with them and made easily ac-
cessible on the platforms. Finally, majority of
the Indian OTT users are concerned about the
various violence and death threats being is-
sued to artists, directors and producers and
want that effective grievance channels must
be created to address concerns of individuals
or groups but such threats should not be tol-
erated and stern and swift action must be
taken by law enforcement agencies against
those issuing such threats

As people observed social distancing and
stayed home amid the cOVID-19 outbreak,
the on-demand over-the-top (OTT) video
streaming platforms for many became a pri-
mary source of entertainment. As more users
were logging on to OTTs, many film and series
producers also chose these platforms for
launch of their series and films. International
OTT players, mainly Netflix and Amazon's
Prime Video together released approximately
30 original titles while Indian OTT players like
Hotstar, Zee5, Sony Liv, MX Player also re-
leased many titles and provided entertainment
to people on their fingertips.

With the rise of OTT's popularity in India,
there has also been many consumer discus-
sions on Localcircles in the last 12 months en-
abling consumers to share both the pros and
cons of OTT platforms. The pros largely have
centered around giving consumers increased
content choices as compared to pre-OTT and
the convenience to watch content when they

want to watch. consumers concerns on the
other hand have been on rating information
display by some platforms, age gating and on
content that can hurt the sentiments of some
communities.

Amid these developments, Localcircles
conducted its OTT survey 2021 to better un-
derstand users' pulse on how they used OTT
in 2020, what working well along with any con-
cerns. The survey received over 50,000 re-
sponses from OTT users located in 311 districts
of India.

The first question asked consumers about
their primary source of video-based entertain-
ment in 2020, 46 per cent said "television
channels via DTH, cable or app)", 41 per cent
said "OTT platforms such as Youtube, Netflix,
Amazon Prime, Hotstar", and 8 per cent said
"social media platforms such as Tiktok, Insta-
gram, Whatsapp". There were also 3 per cent
who said "videos downloaded from the Inter-
net", and 2 per cent said "others". Interestingly,
there weren't any vote casted for DVDs and
VcDs, which suggests that the once popular
medium of entertainment has vanished from
the modern living room.

There are currently more than 40 OTT
video streaming platforms in India. KPMG es-
timates that OTT revenue climbed 26 per cent
and subscriptions, either ad-based or paid,
surged 47 per cent, with close to 325 million
Indians today streaming the favorite OTTs.

To better understand the number of plat-
forms, OTT users are typically subscribed to,
Localcircles asked the question and in re-
sponse, 30 per cent said four or more, 20 per
cent said three, 26 per cent said two, 18 per

cent said one. There were only 6 per cent of
7,834 OTT users who said that they don't
have not subscribed with any OTT platforms
currently but they take them on an as
needed basis. Some platforms offer trial sub-
scriptions while some also offer subscription
for a single show or movie.

The next question tried to understand the
primary reasons for consumers to use OTT
platforms. The majority of 50 per cent said
"choice and convenience", while 31 per cent
said "high-quality content". Further break-
ing down the poll, 10 per cent of consumers
said "lower cost than other entertainment
channels", and 9 per cent voted for other rea-
sons.

The Government of India late last year
brought OTT video streaming platforms un-
der the ambit of the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting. Recently 17 OTT players
have adopted a self-regulation code that was
introduced in September. These providers
include Amazon Prime Video, Netflix, Dis-
ney-Hotstar, SonyLiv, MX Player, Jio cin-
ema, Eros Now, Viacom (Voot), Alt Balaji,
Arre, Hoichoi, Hungama, Shemaroo, Dis-
covery Plus, Aha and Lionsgate Play.

consumers however currently seem to
have little understanding of the OTT code
of regulation and when asked if they would
like more information about the OTT code
of conduct, majority of them i.e. 78 per cent
said "Yes," 14 per cent said "No", and 8 per
cent couldn't say. OTT platforms must en-
able this on and off platforms such that the
common OTT user knows what to expect
and what is a deviation from the code. (IANS) 

THE upcoming war drama web series 1962: The War
In The Hills offers a glimpse into the lives of the

soldiers who stood rock solid against chinese troops
dedicating their lives for the security of the nation. A
trailer of the 10-episode series was launched on Mon-
day.

Talking about the series, director Mahesh Manjrekar
shared: "1962: The War In The Hills is the result of a
life-long dream of bringing alive a part of history that
has been long forgotten. The journey of these 125 sol-
diers, while inspired by true events, is a story that
needed to be told."

"This project has been monumental in every sense --
from shooting in real locations, to recreating the 1962
era through setups, costumes and more. But this story
is not limited only to the battleground, it takes us be-
yond into the lives of these soldiers as they grapple with
love, longing and loss," the filmmaker added.

The series casts Abhay Deol as Major Suraj Singh, the
charismatic leader of a small battalion called c com-
pany. "To me, it feels like a personal responsibility to
deliver the strength of Major Suraj Singh, to showcase
his brave exterior as he leads his troop in a battle to the
last stand, while also dealing with life as a father and
husband. It's an extraordinary story about courage that
is relatable to everyone, no matter which community
or culture they belong to," said Deol.

The series is based on the story of 125 Indian soldiers
who fought against 3,000 chinese in a historic battle,
and it also features an ensemble cast including Akash
Thosar, Sumeet Vyas, Rohan Gandotra, Annup Soni,
Meiyang chang, Mahie Gill, Rochelle Rao and Hemal
Ingle in key roles.

The Mahesh Manjrekar directorial has been written

by charudutt Acharya. 1962: The War in the Hills will
stream on Disney + Hotstar VIP and Disney + Hotstar
Premium from February 26. (IANS) 

1962: THE WAR IN THE HILLS 

When 125 Indian soldiers fought
a 3,000-strong Chinese army

YASHIKAMATHUR

AcTOR Suniel Shetty is aware
about the continuous discussion
around star kids, their lifestyles
and involvement of drugs in the
film industry. While he is confi-
dent that his children actor
Athiya Shetty and son Ahan are
safe, he does worry about the

wrong perception people have
around 'star kids.

"I don't worry for my kids," he
tells IANS, adding: "(I am) wor-
ried about my kids in the indus-
try in general. Every industry
kid is called a 'druggie'. No, we
are not, we are good people. We
are socially placed and we do
our cSR and I am very vocal
about it. What I support is a
clean, good, friendly environ-
ment."

The actor also believes in the
concept of live and let live. "Fail-
ure has never come my way. I
am Suniel Shetty even after five
flops. You cannot tell me how to
walk and talk. You can say about
me, 'he is a flop actor' but where
are you in life? Who are you to
question? These are the ques-
tions I would ask if you get per-
sonal. Otherwise you are living
your life and I am living my life.

So, no judgement," shares the
actor.

While daughter Athiya is al-
ready three films old in the
Hindi film industry, Ahan will
soon make his Bollywood debut
in the Hindi remake of Telugu
blockbuster "RX 100".

"I think my image will be af-
fected by him because he is so
damn good. Even if he does ac-

tion, people will say, 'how come
the father was not so good.? Fa-
ther was average but the son is
superb.' He is far more sincere.
He has a golden heart," claims
the actor.

Ahan was recently spotted
playing cricket in Mumbai with
his friends. Suniel says, his son
is an outdoor person. "He does-
n't know anything other than

outdoors and sports. He is com-
ing to the close of his film. He is
happy, excited. He is not that
way. He is too simple, the cam-
eramen are his friends. He plays
his cricket, his football, he likes
to travel, he is a deep sea diver.
He is an adventure." says
Suniel, who was recently in
town at an event of Zeco's
O2cure. (IANS)

ACTORS Rajkummar Rao and Janhvi Kapoor starrer hor-

ror comedy Roohi is set for a theatrical release on

March 11.

Rajkummar posted the motion poster for the film on In-

stagram on Monday. He captioned it: "Dulhan ki tarah

sajenge Theatres. Magar Dulha le jaegi #Roohi! Iss

Bhootiya Shaadi mein aapka swagat hai!#MagicOfCine-

maReturns; movie releases 11th March.

Janhvi shared the same motion poster and wrote: "Iss

Bhootiya Shaadi mein aapka swagat hai!#MagicOfCine-

maReturns; movie releases 11th March."

The film also features actor Varun Sharma, who wrote:

‘Saal ki sabse bhootiya wedding ke liye theatres bhi hain

ready! #MagicOfCinemaReturns; Movie releases 11th

March. #Roohi." The film is directed by debutant Hardik

Mehta, and produced by Dinesh Vijan and Mrighdeep

Singh Lamba. It is Rajkummar's third collaboration with

Dinesh Vijan after Stree and Made In China. (IANS) 

‘Roohi’ in the
atres

on March 11

Wr i t e r - d i r e c t o r
Hamisha Daryani

Ahuja's film Namaste Wa-
hala is a love story between
an Indian man and a Niger-
ian woman, and she says
Bollywood has had a strong
impact on Nollywood, or the
Nigerian film industry.

"Nigerians have grown up
watching and loving Bolly-
wood films. Names like
Amitabh Bachchan, Hema
Malini and Shah Rukh Khan
are household names in
many parts. Many of my
Nigerian friends have
watched Hindi movies
growing up and can even
quote famous Hindi lines.
Nollywood is the second-
largest film industry in the
world in terms of output,
second only to Bollywood.
So Bollywood serves as a
huge inspiration for us and
I can't wait to see how this
new genre enfolds," said
Ahuja.

Namaste Wahala high-
lights the differences as well
as colorful similarities be-
tween Indian and Nigerian
cultures. The film stars In-
dian actor Ruslaan Mumtaz
with Nigerian actress Ini
Dima- Okojie. The film
dropped on Netflix on
Valentine's Day. (IANS) 

‘Bollywood a
huge inspiration
for Nigerian 
film industry’

Suniel Shetty: I worry for my kids 
in the industry in general
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3 of a family die as their car
plunges into SRSP canal

HANSNEWS SERVICE
JAGTIAL

eVeN before people for-
got the incident of car
falling in a canal in Waran-
gal district, same kind of
mishap took place on
Monday morning in Medi-
pally mandal of Jagtial dis-
trict. Three members of a
family were killed after the
car they were travelling
plunged into SrSP canal
and one escaped narrowly.
The deceased were identi-

fied as Katkuri Amarendar
rao, his wife Sirisha and
daughter Shreya. rao’s son
Jayanth managed to es-
cape from the water. 

Amarendar rao, an ad-
vocate of Jagtial town,
along with his family was
going to his native place
Joginipally village to at-
tend temple festival.
When the car reached
Medipally, Jayanth, who
was driving the car, lost
control of the wheel and
plunged into the canal.

Jayanth escaped from car
by opening the door but
the remaining three got
stuck in the car and died.
Police rushed to the spot
and removed the car from
the canal with the help of
crane and sent the bodies
to Jagtial Government
Hospital for postmortem.
It’s learnt that Amarendar
was a close relative of
MlA Sanjay Kumar. It’s
also learnt that his daugh-
ter Shreya’s engagement
was conducted recently.

The car that fell into SRSP canal in Medipally mandal on Monday morning

HANS NEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD

HoW about practising before
preaching? exactly this is what
the Agriculture Minister, S Ni-
ranjan reddy, seems to be fol-
lowing. The Minister who was
irked with the hike in potato
prices in recent times had de-
cided to encourage farmers in
State cultivate potatoes. But be-
fore approaching the farmers,
the Minister first wanted to cul-
tivate potatoes in his own farm
in Wanaparthy on experimental
basis. Soon, he planted potato
crop in one-fourth of an acre
and ended up gaining reason-
ably good harvest.

The jubilant Minister is now
planning to approach farmers
and share his experience backed
with agriculture department's
feedback, which had said that
the land and climate in Telan-
gana were as good as other
States where potatoes are being
cultivated.

As the potatoes have consis-
tent demand all-round the year,
the fluctuation in prices would
be minimal and help farmers
gain profits, the Minister said,

adding that on an average a
farmer can get a maximum yield
of 100 to 120 quintals per acre.
“When it comes to prices, the
rate per quintal in the market
would be around rs 1,000 to rs
1,200. Sometimes, it might even
touch rs 2,000. The farmers
will gain revenues of rs 1 lakh
per acre after deducting the in-
vestment,” he said.

Niranjan reddy said that po-
tatoes were one of the vegeta-
bles with the highest consump-
tion rate. But, the cultivation of
the crop is not preferred in
southern States for reasons un-

known. Along with Telangana,
all the southern States have to
heavily depend on potato sup-
plies from north and this de-
mand can be addressed if farm-
ers here take up potato
cultivation, he opined.

Investment to cultivate pota-
toes in an acre comes to about
rs 45,000 and the crop comes
to harvest in 85 to 90 days after
the plantation. But, if the time
frame goes beyond 90 days,
then the yields would be more,
the Agriculture Minister  said,
hoping that farmers in the State
take up potato cultivation. 

FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE

Agri Minister buoyed by
potato yield in own farm

HANSNEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD

THe Bharatiya Janata Party,
which had shocked the ruling
Telangana rashtra Samithi
with its performance in Dub-
baka bypoll and in Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal Corpora-
tion elections, has shifted its
focus to Nagarjunasagar and
planning to hold huge public
meeting by February end by
inviting its national leaders.

The party, which had gone
aggressive after Dubbaka by-
poll, is now targeting the Sagar
constituency where it has lit-
tle presence. However, the
party leaders are hopeful of
repeating Dubbaka and
GHMC victory in the forth-
coming bypoll to Sagar con-
stituency.

While the party had already
initiated the exercise to gain
foothold in the district, it had
also recently taken up protest
on tribal issues, including
tribal lands in Gurrampodu,
which had led to a tense situa-
tion with police even lathi-
charging the protestors. The
tribals here make up 40 per
cent of the electorate and are
crucial in deciding the fate of
candidates. 

According to State BJP
president Bandi Sanjay, the
party would soon have a huge

public meeting, possibly by
February end, in Nagarju-
nasagar Assembly con-
stituency. The party would be
bringing in senior leaders, in-
cluding union Ministers from
New Delhi to campaign, as it
did for Dubbaka and GHMC
polls. 

Sanjay said that the party
would win the Sagar bypoll
along with two council seats
going for polls in March,
adding that all key leaders
would campaign for the party
candidates. Meanwhile, the
party has decided to appoint
one in-charge for every 50 vot-
ers who would be in constant
touch with them and ensure
they vote for the saffron party. 

BJP to fly in party bigwigs
for Nagarjunasagar bypoll

• Plans to hold

huge public

meeting by

February end

• Despite dismal

presence,

party hopeful

of winning 

the seat

• Niranjan Reddy gets

satisfying yield from 

one-fourth of acre 

• Wants to encourage

Telangana farmers

take up cultivation

of potatoes which

has demand 

all-round the year

HANS NEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD

NINe kids from the two Telugu
States got qualified for SIP Arith-
metic Genius, All India online
Contest 2020 to be held on Febru-
ary 21. These kids between the age
groups seven and nine will repre-
sent Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. 

These nine kids competed with
as many as 5,000 kids at regional
level and then got qualified after a
rigorous four-month selection
process. out of the 5,000 partici-
pants 1,000 students were short-
listed. From these 1, 000 students,
the above nine got selected to rep-
resent both the Telugu States at
National level informed uma
Swaminathan, regional Head of
SIP Academy in,an official release. 

These 9 kids include Karri Kran-
thi Manaswi of Niraj Public
School, Begumpet; T. Aasritha of
Dev Public School, Safilguda and
Sarayu erukulla of Phoenix
Greens International School,
Kokapet, Chirag Mohanty - St
Michaels School, Marredpally; An-
vitha Chapa - Johnson Grammar
School Mallapur; D. Saurav - John-
son Grammar School, lB Nagar; G.
Satya Hasini - Bharathi Vidya Bha-
van, Tirupati; Mandala Nutan

Bhargav – Amrita Vidyalayam, ,
Mahendra Hills,Secunderabad; K.
Akshitha - The Secunderabad Pub-
lic School, Malkajgiri .

out of these 9 kids, 3 kids - Karri
Kranthi Manaswi of Niraj Public

School, Begumpet; T. Aasritha of
Dev Public School, Safilguda and
Sarayu erukulla of Phoenix Greens
International School had emerged
as Telugu States’ Champions.  

SIP Arithmetic Genius, All India

online Contest 2020 was organ-
ised by SIP Academy across the
country.  A total of 27,000 students
competed in this competition from
across India. out of which 9 win-
ners from each State will compete
at the Nationals.  More than 100
students will vie for the national
honours at the 5th Season of SIP
Arithmetic Genius, All India on-
line Contest 2020.  

Amid the pandemic, this edition
was organised online competition
for the first time in the past four
years. The objective of this year’s
online contest is to engage home
struck students more meaning-
fully and help them improve arith-
metic skills, Arithmetic skills, uma
Swaminathan, regional Head of
SIP Academy said.  

Karri Kranthi Manaswi, T Ashritha, Sarayu Erukulla, Anvitha, Chirag, Saurav, Akshitha,

Bhargav, Satya Hasini

Nine kids from two Telugu States
selected for Arithmetic Genius -2020

HANS NEWS SERVICE
KHAMMAM

ryTHu Garjana demanded the
union government to withdraw
farm laws, which are against the
farmers and to abolish amend-
ment in power bill.

All India Kisan Mazdoor
Sangam general secretary Dr
Ashish Mittal, Kecchala ranga
reddy, State Kisan Mazdoor
Sangam general secretary V
Venkata ramaiah, Prof Kodan-
daram and CPI (Ml) New
Democracy State joint secretary
Potu ranga rao alleged that the
union government was trying to
suppress farmers’ struggle in New
Delhi. They faulted the Centre’s
stringent action against farmers,
who are fighting for their justified
demands at national capital. 

The leaders also found fault

with Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekar rao for not responding
to the farmers’ struggle and not
commenting against the Central
government. They called upon in-
tellectuals and people to support
farmers’ fight against agriculture
bills and to become aware that
both Central and State govern-
ments are not supporting farm-
ers. They gave a call to farmers
across the country to come for-
ward to fight against illegal laws
brought by the union govern-
ment. Coming to local issues, they
demanded distribution of pattas
to podu cultivators and stop at-
tacking podu cultivators. They
also demanded issuance of new
ration cards; pension to people,
who crossed 57 years; allotment
of house sites; and sanctioning of
rs 5 lakh to eligible poor.

earlier a massive rally was
taken out in the town.

Withdraw farm laws, 
demands Rythu Garjana

TRS believes in deeds, not 
in words: Minister Vemula 

HANSNEWS SERVICE
NIZAMABAD

r&B and legislative Affairs Minister
Vemula Prashanth reddy said the TrS
government and Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar rao don’t believe in
words but in deeds and fulfil his prom-
ises to the people.

on Monday, he inaugurated several
development projects undertaken with
rs 1 crore in Balkonda constituency
and Bheemgal Municipality of Nizam-
abad district. Speaking on the occasion,
Minister Prashanth reddy said that the
people of Bheemgal believed in TrS
and elected TrS candidates in all the
12 wards in the municipality, hence
they have the responsibility to fulfill
the promises given to them.

He assured of sanctioning 100-bed
hospital soon, a promise given during
Assembly elections. Stating that poli-
tics means serving people, he said that
their politics should be to improve vil-
lages and benefit farmers. Informing
that there are still three more years be-
fore the next elections, he said one
should strive to develop beyond parties
and without criticising others. 

later, the Minister participated in
the official Jayanti function of Sevalal
Maharaj. R&B and Legislative Affairs Minister Vemula Prashanth Reddy garlanding Telangana Thalli idol in Balkonda on Monday

HANSNEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD

TelANGANA Nayara Petroleum
Dealers’ Association (regd No.
2136/2018) is an association of
dealers/franchise of Nayara en-
ergy ltd (Formerly essar oil ltd).
Dealers are involved in retail

trade of petroleum products
(petrol/diesel/ lubricants, etc)
with brand of Nayara/essar
petrol pumps.  The Association
was formed to facilitate, act as cat-
alysts to achieve the aims, goals
of the entire family of Nayara en-
ergy ltd., to reinforce core values
of eXCel (energetic Xtraordi-
nary Courageous ethical lead).

Telangana Nayara Petroleum 
Dealers’ Association formed

Leaders of CPI (ML) and All India Kisan Mazdoor Sangam taking out a rally in

Khammam town on Monday

6 hurt in centring collapse
HANSNEWS SERVICE

MAHABUBABAD

WorKerS at a construction site
had a narrow escape when the
centring for the construction of
the building entrance of the new
Integrated Collectorate Complex
collapsed in Mahabubabad on
Monday. However, the mishap
left six workers, who were fixing
the centring, with injuries. Dis-
trict Collector VP Gautham in-
spected the construction site and

elicited information about the
incident from the roads & Build-
ings (r&B) Department.

Speaking to reporters, Gau-
tham said that six workers sus-
tained minor injuries and they

are being treated at the Govern-
ment Area Hospital. According
to preliminary information, cen-
tring collapsed as iron rods bent.
The Collector directed the r&B
officials to submit a detailed re-
port on the incident. Municipal
Chairman P rammohan reddy
also visited the construction site.
Mahabubabad Town Inspector J
Venkataratnam said that they
have not received any complaint
from the district administration
about the mishap. 

Suspecting
fidelity, man
kills wife

HANSNEWS SERVICE
MAHABUBABAD

A man stabbed his wife to death
at Namalapadu forest area un-
der Bayyaram mandal in Ma-
habubabad district on Monday.
The victim has been identified
as Saritha (25) of Penugonda
village under Kesamudram
mandal.

According to police, accused
A Naresh, a driver working in
Mahabubabad, got married to
Saritha some four years ago and
used to beat his wife suspecting
her fidelity. As a result, Saritha
along with her children has
been staying with her parents
at Jayyaram village of Chin-
nagudur for some time.
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T
hE RTi Act
and general
ethics of ad-

ministration de-
mands the trans-
parency about any
selection or recruit-
ment for public of-
fice. The Depart-
ment of Personnel
and Training rules
and Office Memo-

randa also guide the CPiOs to place entire
record of recruitments and promotions
and transfers in the public domain on
their own. 

Lok Pal is an anti-corruption institu-
tion which is supposed to decide the legal
action on complaints of abuse of author-
ity for gain in a transparent manner.
Though law was passed in 2013, the NDA
Government could not appoint the Lok
Pal and Lok Ayuktas since 2014 till re-
cently. The high-level committee headed
by the Prime Minister will appoint Lok
Pal and others, which is expected to main-
tain the minutes of meetings that has to
be in public domain as per law and rules.

But, according to CiC order dated  Jan-
uary 28, the CPiO of DoPT has denied the
minutes of the selection process of Lok
Pal. Though CPiO did not invoke any ‘ex-
ception’, but his denial was upheld by CiC
as valid. The CiC wrongly quotes the two
supreme Court judgements and gives or-
der exactly opposite to sC orders. 

The CiC cited sC order 15th Feb 2019
in Anjali Bharadwaj v Union of india
which directed disclosure of all details of
appointment of information Commis-
sioners which was complied with by
DoPT. But it denied sharing the minutes
of Lok Pal appointment which was made
by almost similar selection Committee. 

Another case cited is: Common Cause
A Registered society vs. Ajay Mittal[Con-
tempt PET.(C) No. 714/2018 in W.P.(C)
No. 245/2014] relating to the constitution
of the Lok pal, wherein the sC said: “…so
far as the prayer for putting the names
recommended by the search Committee
in the public domain is concerned, we
have considered the provisions of section
4(4) of the Act and it is our considered
view that no direction from the Court
should be issued in this regard. Rather
the matter should be left for a just deter-
mination by the selection Committee as
and when the meeting of the Committee
is convened.” 

A simple reading of section 8(1)(b)
would have been sufficient to know that
disclosure of minutes was not prohibited
by sC. section 8(1)(b) says: information
which has been expressly forbidden to be
published by any court of law or tribunal
or the disclosure of which may constitute
contempt of court”. This decision shows
that selection Committee if believes in

transparency should decide to disclose.
There is no prohibition imposed by sC.

Appellant Anjali said the contempt pe-
tition was filed when despite the court’s
2017 ruling, the Centre failed to appoint
a chairperson and members of the Lok-
pal. she pointed out that section 4(4) of
the Lok pal Act which states that the se-
lection Committee shall regulate its own
procedure in a transparent manner for
selecting the Chairperson and Members
of the Lok pal.

The Central information Commission
has affixed its seal to non-disclosure of
minutes of the anti-corruption body al-
lowing secrecy in appointment process
much against the letter and spirit of Right
to information Act and good governance
rules. 

Thus, selection process of Lok Pal is
the ‘secret’ according to latest order of
the CiC, most unfortunate. secrecy
breeds corruption. There are two
tragedies: Lok Pal, which is expected to
introduce transparency in all governance
wings fights against transparency, the
DoPT and CiC saroj Punhani supports
the secrecy. 

Nowhere the order of CiC does support
its conclusion that information sought
‘confidential’ ‘secret’ and ‘fiduciary’ in na-
ture. One can find collegium conclusions
in supreme Court but not details of ap-
pointment of Lok Pal either from Lok Pal
or DoPT. The CiC has simply listed the
CPiO’s illegal and illogical contentions
and approved at the end, without giving
any justification. 

Anjali Bharadwaj has filed RTi appli-
cation in November 2018 with the De-
partment of Personnel and Training,
seeking records related to the process of
selection of the chairperson and mem-
bers of the Lok pal. 

Authorship: A new concept
The DoPT refused to provide a copy of

the minutes of the meetings of the selec-
tion Committee claiming the authorship
of such documents which include 3-5
high level dignitaries does not vest in the
Department of Personnel and Training
and same have been shared as secret doc-
ument. This raises fundamental question
– who is the author of file of selection
committee? it is neither poetry nor a
story for someone to author it. Posts are
advertised, applications are submitted,
and selection committee conducts the
process. None is author or owner of a file.
Any file is built on application and ends
with decision. Everyone who adds a com-
ment is a contributor and each owns it.
RTi recognizes holding the file not own-
ing.  And the DoPT which is nodal agency
to implement RTi does not know it. Civil
servants feel they are subordinate to
DoPT and do not displease the boss. 

The CiC has no jurisdiction or legal

provision to examine the authorship of
‘file’ and deny it without referring to any
clause of exception. The CiC’s judgment
is a shock to RTi activists as it laid down
a new precedent of rejecting the appeal
though no exception is attracted.

Sealed cover: Sealing transparency
The CPiO thought that confidentiality

of the said record can be gauged by the
fact that the averred minutes of the se-
lection Committee were received in a
sealed cover by the DoPT and that it had
been presented before the supreme
Court too in a sealed cover. The CiC did
not explain who and why the minutes was
categorised as ‘secret’ and on what
grounds?  is it CiC’s new concept that
sealing the cover itself is ‘secrecy’ and
every post and courier that goes in sealed
cover, should never be opened?

The Commissioner understood that
the information belonged to Lok Pal and
thus it was ‘third’ party information with
DoPT, which was given in sealed cover.
Perhaps CiC assumes that anything given
in sealed cover is ‘top secret’. it is a clear
misuse of third-party provision as ‘excep-
tion’ though there are several judicial
pronouncements that information could
be denied only under sections 8 and 9 of
RTi Act. 

it also exposed the CPiO’s knowledge

of RTi, who thinks that consent of third
party is needed. if that is so, why did he
not consult Lok Pal, who might have con-
sented for disclosure. it is pathetic that
CPiO and first appellate authority of
DoPT thinks that because third party is
‘higher level” committee, the information
should be totally ‘secret’. The CiC did not
bother to ask CPiO why he did not pursue
the process of consulting third party.
From CPiO of DoPT to CiC, an independ-
ent authority, they go by their own sense
of transparency ignoring the RTi Act
completely. 

When cabinet decisions are disclosable
along with entire material after decision
was taken, how can any other body be
considered as ‘high level authority’? is
that committee higher in level than the
cabinet? how the ‘level’ of authority pre-
vents the disclosability? The CiC should
have answered these questions.

Another wonderful idea of CPiO of
DoPT floated was that minutes of a deci-
sion-making committee ‘is holding it in
fiduciary in nature’ and hence should be
denied. The CiC did not find it unreason-
able and did not give any reasons. 

The Government was never ready to
constitute the Lok pal, though Act was
passed in 2013. Even after the sC direc-
tion, the process did not begin. Only after
contempt petition was pressed, the selec-
tion Committee met. The Committee con-
sists of the Prime Minister (Chairperson),
speaker of the house of the People, the
Leader of Opposition in the Lok sabha,
the Chief Justice of india, or a Judge of
the supreme Court nominated by CJi and
an eminent jurist, as recommended by the
Chairperson and other members. As none
was recognised as the Leader of Opposi-
tion (LoP) in the Lok sabha after the 2014
elections, Committee met without the
LoP and selected the Chair and other
members of Lok Pal in 2019. The CiC,
sadly, agreed with DoPT and Lok Pal in
denying the information without rea-
soned application of any exception. 

(The writer is Professor of Law, 
Bennett University and former Central

Information Commissioner)

WhO and partners have learnt from the mis-steps
in response to the 2009 h1N1 influenza pan-

demic1 and established the Access to COViD-19 Tools
(ACT) Accelerator to promote equitable access to vac-
cines, therapeutics and diagnostics. Most low-income
and middle-income countries (LMiCs) face difficul-
ties in accessing and delivering vaccines and thera-
peutics for COViD-19 to their populations. Multina-
tional agencies, financial institutions, and wealthier
countries should consider measures that could pro-
vide relief to indebted LMiCs. 

The World Bank, the international Monetary Fund,
and others need to lead an international initiative to
mobilise support for LMiCs in need. Many LMiCs do
not have an established platform for vaccinating their
adult populations.  Although it is feasible to deliver
COViD-19 vaccines to health-care and other front-
line essential workers, in some LMiCs it will be diffi-
cult to effectively reach and vaccinate with two doses
all elderly populations and individuals with co-mor-
bidities, given insufficient mechanisms to identify
such groups. 

The ultracold chain requirements of mRNA

COViD-19 vaccines are likely to be an insurmountable
hurdle. The infrastructure for vaccination in many
LMiCs is already inadequate, as shown by the 19·7
million under-vaccinated infants globally. strength-
ening the capacity of LMiCs to do clinical trials and
promoting LMiC participation in research are crucial.
Tracking the safety and effectiveness of different
COViD-19 vaccines over time in various populations
and settings will necessitate improvements in phar-
macovigilance. 

Regulatory authorities in many LMiCs need to be
strengthened and could benefit from a programme of
national and international support, as well as regional
cooperation and reliance mechanisms. As part of in-
ternationally coordinated actions, Covid-19 technolo-
gies should be transferred to LMiC-based manufac-
turers, accompanied by regulatory guidance. Efforts
to boost local manufacturing capacity in LMiCs will
contribute to equity, global solidarity and global
health security. india and south Africa have called for
the suspension of intellectual property rights related
to Covid-19 vaccines to improve access for LMiCs, a
move now supported by many other countries, but

opposed by the pharmaceutical industry, which cites
the disincentive to innovation. 

There are further challenges. Governments in
LMiCs with strong private health sectors, as those in
high-income countries, will need to manage the in-
herent potential for inequity, whereby the rich could
access Covid-19 vaccines before individuals with less
access to private care who may be at increased risk of
severe disease and death, such as older people and
those with comorbidities. LMiCs affected by war, civil
conflict, economic crises, or natural disasters, or with
large refugee populations or populations with special
needs or vulnerabilities need additional support for
vaccines and vaccination under extremely difficult
operational conditions.

Re-examining global governance structures, includ-
ing the UN and its security Council, is much needed
so that the voices and interests of billions of people
in LMiCs are better represented and recognised.
Global support to multilateral institutions is essential
to sustain their support to LMiCs to facilitate vacci-
nations globally. The Covid-19 pandemic shows that
no nation can stand alone. We are all part of a common
humanity that requires us to respect our diverse ex-
periences, cultures, and countries and forge partner-
ships that better serve the interests of all, as the health
experts world over aver. 

Wanted a new law for exports

NEW agricul-
tural-law for

exports is required
(not for corporates
or brokers eating
into farmers' prof-
its). Everyone wants
raise in salary / in-
come. Why not
farmers? Exports
will avoid the main

problem of accumulation of unsold / stationary stocks.
This way it is possible for the government to buy food
grains from farmers for maximum support price / reason-
able price and export the accumulated stocks. Also with
profits from exports at hand, it is easy for government and
farmers TEAM (with sharing of investment burden) to set
up long-term warehouses / godowns to store the harvest,
buy the vehicles to speedily transport the harvest to
godowns to save it from sudden rains, possible are:- crop
rotation, latest technology introduction etc. 

Many suggest that private investment arrangement in
production of crops will nullify loan taking by small farm-
ers via mortgaging assets. in case of spoilt-crop, loss bur-
den is reduced for farmer (as part of loss is shared by the
private investor). Money-Amount burden for agricultural
loans write off to farmers too gets reduced to government
of india.

Madhav P, secunderabad

Civilised behaviour missing

YOUR editorial 'Cuss words the new normal'(15th Feb)
aptly sums up the decadent state of ever-falling stan-

dards of public decorum among large number of our politi-
cians. Not only in politics, even in our ordinary lives, cuss
words seem to have become quite common, as frequently
evidenced in street brawls, road rage cases, informal meet-
ings and discussions. There is a general tendency to brow-
beat a person with a differing viewpoint with loud-
mouthed rhetoric, provocative gestures and even casting
unwarranted aspersions .

Cutting across all sections of society, people generally
have no qualms about calling each other names. Unfortu-
nately, this malaise has even afflicted the average house-
hold, where arrogant behaviour seems to hold sway. it is
high time that due primacy is accorded to polite and cour-
teous behaviour in our day-to-day lives. These values need
to be inculcated in children in right earnest in their infancy
and both educational institutions and parents can play a
highly pro-active role in this regard. in the state legislatures
and Parliament, the speakers and leaders of different par-
ties should keep a hawk's eye on the general behaviour of
the elected representatives and take appropriate deterrent
steps for curbing any deviant mannerism.

Amit Banerjee, New Delhi

India should maintain 
vigil in Ladakh

ThE india-China agreement on disengagement at Pan-
gong Tso in Ladakh is certainly a promising start to-

wards peace. however, stabilising the borders could take
a long time. The indian and Chinese troops are expected

to stop their forward positions on either side of Pangong
in a phased manner. The troops will have to return to the
pre-April 2020 position. 

however, the surprisingly hasty decision of China to
withdraw its troops raises doubts about its intentions.
What could have prompted China to take such a hasty de-
cision? it is reasonable to assume that Beijing’s strategic
move is linked to the Us factor of interfering in the Ladakh
standoff. in spite of the attempts by both countries to end
the row peacefully through dialogue, talks between the
two sides remained in a state of complete deadlock. 

The takeaways are clear here: China has been moving
cautiously since the Biden administration took a decision
on the China-centric Quad and indo-Pacific strategy. in
the recent telephonic conversation between Us Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, both
of them had reiterated their commitment to a strong in-
dia-Us relationship. China’s disengagement could be
linked to deterring india from joining the Us-led al-
liance. China wants to lessen the prospect of india part-
nering with the new administration to form an anti-
China coalition. 

it is a fact that earning Us support is essential for in-
dia’s standing up to China. China believes that if india-
Us relationship is further strengthened under Biden ad-
ministration, it will reinforce the Us-led alliance.
Notwithstanding the fact that the disengagement is un-
questionably positive, india must monitor the progress
closely and press for the resolution of all remaining issues
including the Depsang plateau.

Venu G S, Kollam

LETTERS

PROFA BALASUBRAMANIAM

“DEsiGN education is changing,” says the De-
sign Guru Don Norman, Professor Emeritus,

UC san Diego, and author of the famous book , ‘ De-
sign of everyday things’. he further calls for a new
paradigm in design education: “Design education
has to move away from schools of art and architec-
ture and move into the schools of science and engi-

neering.  We need new kinds of designers, people who can work across
disciplines, who understand human beings, business, and technology
and the appropriate means of validating claims.”

The reason for this simple. Design itself is changing and evolving:
from a predominantly form-giving activity to a strategic problem-solv-
ing one. Design thinking is the new mantra for innovation. Technology
institutes and Management firms are seen to invest more and more in
Design. Millennials are advised to understand the changing scenario
of the profession, as they embark on the journey for a career in Design.

Design education is responsible
students of Design must understand that the profession needs to be

responsible. From a merely form giving activity that was creating aes-
thetically interesting products, the profession of Product Design is now
contributing to sustainable living by innovating with materials, tech-
nology and processes. Products that end up in landfills are frowned
upon. There is also this growing concern for planet-friendly products
as opposed to user-friendly products that pollute the earth. Curriculums
are therefore being transformed to include sustainable production
processes, eco-friendly materials and design projects focus more on
helping humankind than create wasteful products.

Design education gets generic
There was a time when specialisations were the norm. industrial De-

signers went on to specialise in Product Design, which progressed into
interior Product Design, and further into Bathroom Designers! such
specialisations are not working any more. Customers are happy to deal
with interdisciplinary designers who are generalists who can tackle a
plethora of problems straddling different specialisations. Progressive
Universities like JKLU have included interdisciplinary Design pro-
grammes to cater to this requirement.

Design education is getting digital
The pen has been sacrificed for the stylus. The paper for screens. De-

signers have gone completely digital. There is therefore, this need for
an urgent revamping of the course contents to make digital learning,
online classes and bite-sized inputs. Take for instance, a discipline like
Communication Design. All new programmes have extensive emphasis
on the digital way of learning.

Design education is about co-creation
Designers used to work in silos, developing new products and patent-

ing their innovations. There is, however, a new breed of designers who
are open and develop products that include all the stake holders of the
project. Co-creation is gaining ground and copy-left is the new normal.
Design schools are now getting the millennials to collaborate on digital
platforms, working across time-zones and developing solutions collec-
tively for the problems of the world.

Design education is multi-disciplinary
Designers who learn in special institutes dedicated to design, miss

out a multi-disciplinary approach to problem solving. inputs in sociol-
ogy, psychology, finance and management make design professionals
more ready for solving real-life problems. Critical thinking and systemic
thinking processes are taught in new institutes of Design for making
them develop into a well-rounded professional.

JKLU for future-ready education
The future of design is all pervading. it has to cater to all sectors of

the economy. The divisions and specialisations are blurring. The world
is shrinking and one can no more afford to work in silos. 

Designers will be expected to take on leadership roles and have to
become more disruptive and innovative, responsible and inclusive.
They should learn to cultivate empathy to cater to the last individual.
sustainability will become the mantra for the future of design. imagi-
nation will become paramount and creativity will be the key to solving
world’s problems.

The institute of Design JKLU is ready for the challenge. New cur-
riculums are embedded with Communication and Critical thinking
classes. interdisciplinary Design is an option for the generalist designer.
Communication Design programme is predominantly digital. Co-cre-
ation is the norm, as students from Technology, Management and De-
sign get together for classes and projects. We are poised to bring about
a new paradigm in design education. One that is contemporary and rel-
evant for the new millennials.

(The author is with JK Lakshmipat University, Jaipur)

Madabhushi 
Sridhar
Acharyulu 

Design education for
new millennials

thehansreader@gmail.com

Upholding ‘secrecy’ in Lok Pal selection

Need to spread equitable distribution of vaccinations

SUNDEEP POURANIK

This Madhya Pradesh city,
which has been awarded

the title of the country's clean-
est city four times, is now con-
verting open drains filled with
garbage into playgrounds
where cricket and football
matches are being played.

The process from waste col-
lection to its disposal has been
given a new dimension in in-

dore by creating a new drainage model.
The form of the drains flowing in indore is being transformed through

the sirpur Dhar Road to the Aam wali Pulia and the meeting of drains
at Chandan Nagar.

Residents and large outfalls have been identified by the municipal
corporation under the river-drain outfall taping work and after trapping
these by laying down a sewerage line, the sewerage falling into the pri-
mary sewerage line of the city was stopped, causing the sewage flowing
in the drains to now be transferred directly to the sewage Treatment
Plant. The corporation is doing plantation work on a large scale to beau-
tify and protect the environment on both sides of the drain as well as
taping it. Due to these efforts made by the Corporation for the Kanh-
saraswati river and purification of drains, the drain at Chandan Nagar
has completely dried up.

A similar process has been followed from shiv Nagar to Kailash
Chaudhary Park Nagar, Virat Nagar, Udyog Nagar, Khatipura and Azad
Nagar which meets the drain in the Kanh river. This drain has also dried
up and at a particular place a football match was played after which a
cricket match was also played there.

Municipal Commissioner Pratibha Pal said indore is the first city
where drain and sewerage water used to flow once, but now the entire
drain has dried up as a result of sewer taping done under the 'River-
Drainage sanitation Campaign'. Where it was not possible to stand near
these drains due to the stench and filth, a 'Nullah cricket match' was
organized in the past few days.

superintendent Engineer Mahesh sharma and Gopal Jagtap of in-
stitution 'Basics' said 'hamara Nullah, hamara Abhiyan' was started
under which the drains are drying up and the residents are playing foot-
ball and cricket there. Residents of Chandan Nagar also took an oath of
maintaining cleanliness as well as not throwing any garbage and litter
into the drains.

Drains in Indore being turned
into playgrounds for residents

When Cabinet decisions are
disclosable along with entire
material after decision was
taken, how can any other
body be considered as ‘high
level authority’? Is that
committee higher in level
than the Cabinet? How the
‘level’ of authority prevents
the disclosability? The CIC
should have answered these
questions



HANSNEWS SERVICE
KURNOOL

DiStRiCt Collector G Veera
Pandiyan has said that as per the
State Election Commission noti-
fication, the elections for
Kurnool Municipal Corporation,
seven municipalities and a na-
gara panchayat will be conducted
in Kurnool district.

Addressing media along with
Superintendent of Police Dr Fak-
keerappa Kaginelli and District
Deputy Election officer Kalpana
Kumari at the Collector’s Con-
ference hall here on Monday,
Veera Pandian said with the is-
suing of notification, the model
code of conduct has come into ef-
fect immediately in the district.

the collector said urban local
body elections would be con-
ducted for Kurnool Municipal
Corporation along with Nandyal,
Adoni, Yemmignoor, Dhone,
Nandikotkur, Atmakur and Alla-
gadda municipalities and Gudur
Nagara Panchayat.

he said the nominations can
be withdrawn up to 3 pm on
March 3. According to the sched-
ule, the urban local body election
would be conducted on March 10,
he said and added the Election
Commission would decide on re-
polling, if necessary, on March 13
and the counting of votes would
start on March 14 from 8.00 am.
As many as 5,14,555 male and
5,33,628 female and 300 third

genders, altogether 10,48,483
voters would exercise their fran-
chise in the election, the collector
said. the district has around 302
wards, 80 routes, 39 sectors of
the 979 polling stations, 302 hy-
per-sensitive, 288 sensitive and
389 normal polling stations.
Strict measures would be initi-
ated to prevent violation of
model of conduct through video

graphing and web casting, he
made it clear.

A total number of 6,207 staff
that includes 92 Returning offi-
cers (Ros), Additional Ros 77,
Assistant Ros 134, Presiding offi-
cers 1,179, Assistant Presiding of-
ficers 1,179 and Polling officers
3,849 would discharge duties at
the urban local bodies’ elections.
he appealed to voters to exercise

their franchise in a free and fair
manner without any fear.

Superintendent of Police Dr
Fakkeerappa Kaginelli said the
election code would be in force
at Kurnool Municipal Corpora-
tion and Nandyal, Adoni, Yem-
mignoor, Dhone, Nandikotkur,
Atmakur and Allagadda Munici-
palities besides Gudur Nagara
Panchayat. Entry and exit check
posts have been set up at the ur-
ban local body elections.

Strict vigil has been kept on the
strangers and anti-social ele-
ments. Special police bando bast
has been made at the sensitive
and hyper-sensitive areas besides
filing bind over cases on the prob-
lematic persons, stated the SP.
District Deputy Election officer
(DDEo) and Nandyal Sub-Col-
lector Kalpana Kumari were also
present in the press conference.

District Collector G Veera Pandiyan along with Superintendent of Police Dr fakkeerappa Kaginelli and District Deputy

Election Officer Kalpana Kumari addressing media at the Collector’s Conference Hall in Kurnool on Monday 

HANS NEWS SERVICE
ANANTAPUR

With the State Election Com-
mission issuing notification for
the urban local body polls, there
is a sudden spurt in political ac-
tivity and many aspirants rep-
resenting main political parties,
the tDP and YSRCP going into
a huddle with supporters. the
homes of ex-councillors and
corporators and fresh aspirants
have become a beehive of activ-
ity. the Election Commission
notification enthused political
parties as the local body elec-
tions are fought on party and
political lines.

there are eight municipali-
ties and three Nagara Panchay-
ats in the district. in all, there
are 358 municipal wards for
which 2,536 nominations had
been filed in March 2020 and
just at a time when the date of
withdrawal of nominations was
to expire on March 16, 2020, the
SEC announced postponement
of elections abruptly in the mid-
dle of election process.

hindupur municipality has
38 wards for which 360 nomi-

nations had been filed, Dhar-
mavaram 40 wards and 241
nominations had been filed.
tadipatri with 36 wards re-
ceived 230 nominations, Gun-
takal with 37 wards got 234
nominations. Kadiri with 36
wards received 270 nomina-
tions and Gooty with 25 wards
got 121 nominations.
Rayadurgam with 32 wards got
166 nominations and Kalyan-
durgam with 24 wards got 184
nominations and Puttaparthi
and Madakasira with 20 wards
each received 118 and 96 nomi-
nations respectively. 

Anantapur Municipal Corpo-
ration and hindupur Munici-
pality were ruled by tDP in the

past. EX-MlAs of tDP are hold-
ing emergency sessions with
supporters to determine candi-
datures within their Assembly
constituency domain. tDP of
course for some time had been
holding parleys expecting civic
body elections anytime after
panchayat polls and had been
working out strategies to win
civic body polls believing that
urban voters will definitely be
with the tDP as the party en-
joys more urban support when
compared to rural centric YS-
RCP. Political climate in the dis-
trict suddenly is heating up.

Meanwhile, Collector Gand-
ham Chandrudu told 'the hans
india' that the model code of
conduct will come into imme-
diate effect with the SEC releas-
ing notification for the civic
polls, picking up from where it
stopped during last year March
15. According to the latest
guidelines, those who want to
withdraw from the electoral
fray must come in person to ef-
fect withdrawal from contest
and third-party withdrawal ap-
plication will not be enter-
tained.

Lions Club district chairman K V Ramana inaugurating the NCLP school at

Rudrampet bypass in anantapur on Monday 

HANSNEWS SERVICE
KURNOOL

tENSioN prevailed at
Nalakadoddi village in
Pathikonda constituency on
Sunday late night when the sup-
porters of YSRCP and tDP
clashed with each other during
canvassing for sarpanch elec-
tions. 

in the clash, one Bathina lok-
nath, the husband of sarpanch
aspirant, was injured. the cops
of Pathikonda police station on
learning about the incident im-
mediately rushed to the village
and took stock of the situation.

According to information,
one Bathina hemavathi of
Nalka Doddi village is contest-
ing for sarpanch post on tDP
banner. her husband Bathina
lokanath accompanied with
some villagers has gone to
Atikalagundu village for can-
vassing on Sunday night.
Atikalagundu is a majra village
with which sarpanch would be
single to both villages
(Nalakadoddi and Atikala-

gundu). While the tDP men
were busy in canvassing and
urging the voters to support the
candidature of hemavathi, the
YSRCP men intercepted them
and warned them to go back else
they have to face dire conse-
quences. 

the argument between both
parties turned violent and in no
time, both indulged in fierce
fighting. in the incident,
Bathina loknath and some oth-
ers were severely injured in the

attack of YSRCP men. Bathina
loknath, speaking to media per-
sonnel, said they were peace-
fully urging voters to support
the candidature of a sarpanch
aspirant. 

in the meantime, Bobby
Reddy and his associates inter-
cepted and threatened us to
leave from the village immedi-
ately. Before we could convince
them to leave in some time, they
attacked us and injured several
people, including me, alleged
Bathina lokanath. 

Based on the complaint of
loknath, Pathikonda police reg-
istered a case. the women, who
also participated in the canvass-
ing, alleged the YSRCP men
were threatening everyone.
they have also injured women
despite their repeated requests
to set them free. the women al-
leged the YSRCP men have
taken 4 cell phones and a
woman has lost 2 grams of gold
chain.

the third phase of polling is
likely to start in the con-
stituency on February 17.

TDP sarpanch aspirant’s husband bathina Lokanath injured in attack by the ySRCP men at atikalagundu village in

Pathikonda constituency on Sunday late night during canvassing
HANSNEWS SERVICE
AMARAVATI

PRiME Minister
Narendra Modi has
approved ex-gratia for
the victims of the road
accident in Veldurthi
in Kurnool, Andhra
Pradesh, which claimed
14 lives. in a tweet, the Prime
Minister office said here on Mon-

day that "An ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh
each from Prime Minister’s

National Relief Fund
would be given to the

next of kin of those
who have lost their
lives due to the unfor-
tunate road accident

in Kurnool, Andhra
Pradesh. Rs 50,000 would

be given to those seriously in-
jured."
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LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS

10.5L voters to exercise
franchise in Kurnool

l District Collector G
Veera Pandiyan says the

election for Nandyal,
Adoni, Yemmignoor,
Dhone, Nandikotkur,

Atmakur and Allagadda
municipalities and Gudur
Nagara Panchayat will be

held on March 10

l Superintendent of
Police Dr Fakkeerappa
Kaginelli says strict vigil
has been kept on the
strangers and 
anti-social elements

staff
deployed for
the elections  

6,207 

Political activity picks up pace in 
Anantapur after SEC notification

l Eight municipalities
and three Nagara
Panchayats will go for
elections in the district 

l TDP has been holding
parleys expecting civic
body elections any time
after panchayat polls 

Tension grips Nalakadoddi
as TDP, YSRCP men clash

l In the clash, one
Bathina Loknath, the
husband of sarpanch
aspirant Bathina
Hemavathi was injured

l During canvassing,
the YSRCP men warn
them to go back else
they will face dire
consequences

TTD to develop Veda 
pathasala in Keesaragutta

TIRUMALA

AFtER his inspection at ttD Veda
Pathashala in Keesaragutta, near
hyderabad on Monday, Eo Dr K S
Jawahar Reddy instructed the engi-
neering officials concerned to send
proposals to take up the develop-
ment works of the Vedic institution
to improve facilities to cope with the
increased strength of students in the
Veda pathasala. Earlier, Vedap-
athasala Principal D Mallikarjuna
Avadani informed Eo that the hostel
facility in the Pathasala is sufficient
to accommodate only 40 pupils
whereas there are 120 students
studying at present in Veda
Pathashala at Keesaragutta stressing
the need of construction additional
rooms to cope with the increased
strength of students. he also sought
Eo for construction of a compound
wall direly required to prevent wild
animals straying into Yagashala and
Vedapathashala premises for the
safety of teachers and students.

the Eo directed the officials con-
cerned to send a detailed proposal
immediately to take up the devel-
opment works without any delay.
later the vedic students brought to

the notice of ttD Eo that though
they have become accomplished
pundits after pursuing eight years
Vedic course in ttD, they are de-
nied employment in Vedic related
posts by the Endowments Depart-
ment of telangana State. the Eo
told them that he will definitely dis-
cuss the issue in the ensuing ttD
trust Board Meeting which is slated
on February 27 to take it to the no-
tice of the telangana government.

the Eo had darshan of Sri Rama-
lingeswara Swamy in Keesaragutta
temple. ttD Eo also visited ttD

information Centre, Kalyana Man-
dapam, Guest house, Dining hall
which are under renovation in the
centre at himayat Nagar area of hy-
derabad city. the officials con-
cerned informed the Eo that the
works will be completed by this
April. later he also visited the SVBC
Studio, hDPP office and interacted
with the employees in the city. Med-
chal Malkajgiri Additional Joint
Collector Vidyasagar, ttD DyEE
Nagaraju, AEo C Naik, AEo
Ramesh, Manager of Kalyana Man-
dapam Ramesh were also present.

TTD EO Dr K S Jawahar Reddy inspecting TTD Veda Pathashala in Keesaragutta, near

Hyderabad on Monday

Five arrested
for ganja 
smuggling 

HANS NEWS SERVICE
NELLORE

PoliCE arrested five per-
sons involved in ganja smug-
gling in the city on Monday
and recovered 4.250 kg of
ganja from them.  According
to Vedayapalem police,
Bhaskar, who resides in Bu-
jabuja Nellore, has been
trading ganja as he was get-
ting it from Visakhapatnam
and East Godavari districts.

Police, on a tip-off, con-
ducted raids on the secret
point located in the same
area close to technology
Bhavan on Monday and ap-
prehended Kudicheti Usha,
Kamala Vinay, Arava Sam-
path, Konda Praveen, and SK
Khaleel belong to various
parts of the city while they
were shifting the stocks. Ve-
dayapalem Circle inspector
P Ramakrishna, Si B laksh-
mana Rao, Nellore rural tah-
sildar, and others partici-
pated in the raids.
Vedayapalem police regis-
tered a case under respective
sections. 

NELLORE

AS the State Election Commis-
sion issued notification on Mon-
day for conducting municipal
polls, District Collector K V N
Chakradhar Babu said the elec-
tions would be conducted for At-
makur, Naidupet, Venkatagiri
and Sullurpet municipalities.
Addressing the officials at
tikkana Bhavan at the Collec-
torate on the elections along
with the observer P Basant Ku-
mar, the collector said the elec-
tion code will be in force from
Monday itself. Election notifica-
tion has not been given for
Gudur and Kavali municipalities
and in Nellore Corporation.

the Collector appreciated the
efforts of administration for
conducting the first and second
phase of Panchayat polls in the
district successfully. he said
third phase of polls will be held
for Naidupet and Gudur divi-
sions on February 17 and fourth
phase of polls on February 21 in
Nellore division.

he said the State Election
Commission directed to admit
the recounting requests only
within 15 minutes of completion
of counting for one time and
there would no chance for the
second recounting. they are ar-
ranging webcasting in 100
polling stations in Gudur and 50
stations in Naidupet.

4 civic bodies to go
for polls in NelloreChittoor mayor post 

reserved for SC category
HANSNEWS SERVICE

CHITTOOR

With State Election Commission issuing of notification for urban
local body polls, Municipal Commissioner P Viswanath said that elec-
tion model code has come into force with immediate effect. As per
the SEC instructions, all the flexi boards were removed and the idols
of political leaders were covered with masks. 

he said the elections would be held for 50 divisions and the Mayor
post of Chittoor Municipal Corporation was reserved for SC cate-
gory and added voters’ list was updated and reservation of wards
has been completed. he said that there would be no deviation in
the implementation of all the ongoing welfare schemes. he reiter-
ated that no civic employee should take part in political meets and
added that no permission would be accorded for any employee for
exempting the election duty.  town planning officer Nagendra and
others were present.

PM announces ex gratia for 
kin of Veldurthi victims



TDP chief in a letter to
the poll panel points to
attempt on life of
Congress leader 
Suresh Babu in
Pacharlapalli village 

Demands release of TDP
sarpanch candidate and
other leaders in
Avulavaripalem village 
in Krosuru mandal 
of Guntur district

The proposal of Union government to privatise over Rs

20,000 crore turnover company - Visakhapatnam

Steel Plant (VSP),  the biggest eco-friendly industry in the

entire Southern India, is unfair and unacceptable to the

people of Andhra Pradesh.  Instead of helping the modern

temple to survive, it appears that the Centre has kept an

eye on its huge land bank that extends around 22,000

acres. Time has come for Andhra people to show their

fighting spirit and save the company from privatisation.

Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy should play a vital

role in protecting the plant from privatisation. The CM should demonstrate

fighting spirit and courage in saving the plant as was done by his father 

Dr YS Rajasekhara Reddy in case of Hindustan Shipyard and BHPV, the oldest

industries in Vizag. If the CM succeeds in saving the plant from privatisation, he

will remain in the hearts of Andhra people forever.

K Bangar Raju, 

Rtd PR and Communications Senior Executive of RINL

IS STEEL PLANT SALE JUSTIFIED? 

The Forum of Legal Professionals strongly opposes the

proposed privatisation of Visakhapatnam Steel Plant

by the Union government. Instead of handing over the

steel plant to private parties, the focus should be on

seeking solutions to help the unit tide over the financial

crisis. Government-controlled units like SAIL, NMDC and

other mining firms should come together to make do for

the shortcomings.  The loans taken by the steel plant

have to be rescheduled and there must be capital

infusion by both the Central and State governments in order

to return to normalcy. A holistic approach is the need of the hour. The forum 

of legal professionals will render all the support to see that the Centre’s 

proposal of privatisation is dropped. 

Kuppili Muralidhar, 

president of Forum of Legal Professionals 

That the Central government deciding to privatise

Visakhapatnam Steel Plant, one of the Navaratna

public enterprises, is unfair. It is not a white elephant to

get rid of, but a golden goose which is starved and

deserves to be taken care of. It has no own captive mines

for uninterrupted supply of raw material. It has been on

the path of expansion. So the ongoing losses cannot be

shown as acause to prove it a losing enterprise. It can be

turned around into a profit-making entity with a little

help and political resolve. Of course, to strengthen the

public sector would be the right step in the direction of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

D D V G Sankara Rao, 

Prof of Anaesthesiology, MIMS, Vizianagaram

There is no need to privatise the Vizag Steel Plant as it

has been doing well in recent months. The plant was

set up with an objective of strengthening public sector in

the country. But now the situation is different with the

Modi government gradually stepping aside from the

responsibility of developing the public sector. 

G Lalith Bhargav, 

contract employee, Tirupati 

AMARAVATI

IN a major relief to the state gov-
ernment, the Andhra Pradesh
high Court on Monday sus-
pended the State Election Com-
missioner (SEC) Nimmagadda
Ramesh Kumar's orders restrict-
ing rice door delivery service
during the ongoing elections.

The court said the State Elec-
tion Commission (SEC) cannot
stop the government from using
mobile delivery vehicles to sup-
ply food to the people.

Earlier, the SEC ordered that
the government cannot use these
mobile vehicles for a period of
four weeks, in view of the ongo-
ing rural local bodies' elections.

The SEC personally exam-
ined a delivery vehicle to see if
these vehicles will allegedly ex-
ert any influence on the polls as
they would fan out across the
nooks and corners of the vil-
lages, carrying ration rice for
beneficiaries.

Many decisions of Ramesh Ku-
mar are being challenged in the
court by the state government
and there seems to be no end to
the bickering between the state
and the SEC.

Earlier, he issued a gag and
home confinement order on pan-
chayat raj minister Peddireddi
Ramachandra Reddy which was
also suspended by the court but

with some riders.
The court is also poised to hear

a case on civil supplies minister
Kodali Sri Venkateshwara Rao,
against whom the SEC ordered a

case to be registered.
The commission has already

successfully completed two
phases of rural local bodies elec-
tions, even as two more are due.

HANSNEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI

A delegation of the Andhra
Pradesh BJP unit led by its presi-
dent Somu Veerraju and compris-
ing former Union minister D Pu-
randesawari, former MLA P
Vishukumar Raju and MLC P V N
Madhav met Union minister for
steel, Dharmendra Pradhan here
on Monday and urged him to re-
visit the decision to privatise the
RINL (Visakhapatnam steel
plant). They said a SWOT
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportu-
nities and Threats) analysis of the
plant would reveal that it would
be an excellent profit-making unit
which had also an emotional con-
nect with the Telugus.

Meanwhile, in his three-page
letter to Dharmendra Pradhan,
Veerraju said the government
should instead work out an agree-
ment between NMDC (National
Mineral Development Corpora-
tion) and Vizag Steel for supply of
iron ore from NMDC at cost-to-
cost basis or cost-plus marginal
profit basis for next five years.
Capital should be infused through
IPO (public issue) which would
give real valuation of RINL and the
Union government should provide
sovereign guarantees to raise un-
secured loans, he urged.

All options to pursue the revival
of RINL should be undertaken in-
stead of condemning the plant to
privatisation on the basis of its
losses now, he added.

Recalling the long fight Visakha
Ukku-Andhrula hakku in the past

and the sacrifices made by the peo-
ple of Andhra, the state BJP pres-
ident said the plant was the biggest
public sector unit in entire south
India. It had brought a metamor-
phic development in the entire
three backward districts of north
Andhra Pradesh. 

The plant had witnessed an in-
vestment of Rs 4,950 crore in three
decades but the Centre had se-
cured Rs 43,0990 crore in return
and the AP state government got
Rs 8,565 crore till 2020 in the form
of various taxes and duties. That
apart, the Vizag Steel had im-
mensely helped in uplifting the liv-
ing conditions and dignity of thou-
sands of families from socially
deprived communities. The overall
development of the backward dis-
tricts became possible in Andhra
Pradesh abutting Odisha borders. 

he said Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant was initially envisaged with
an installed capacity of 3 MTPA
(million tonnes per annum) in
1992 and subsequently expanded
to 7.3 MTPA without any budget-
ary support from the Centre. All
this was despite the fact that the
RINL was disadvantageously po-
sitioned compared to its rivals vis
a vis access to captive iron ore
mines thus incurring an additional
expenditure of Rs 5,000 per tonne
production. 

The plant had a land bank of
20,000 acre and losing such a
treasure was ill-advised, he ar-
gued. More than 60 villages had to
be evacuated to acquire land in the
past, he said to buttress his point.

Other office bearers of the AP
Unit of the party too are signato-
ries to the letter.

HANSNEWSSERVICE
MANGALAGIRI

TDP national president N Chan-

drababu Naidu on Monday called

upon his party leaders and cadres to

take part in massive protests all over

the state on February 18 to denounce

the privatisation of the Visakha Steel

Plant (VSP).

Naidu stressed the need for waging

a relentless agitation against the rul-

ing YSRCP secret plans in the deal

with the South Korean company,

POSCO. It was only to save himself

from his illegal investments cases that

Chief Minister Y S Jaganmohan Reddy

was bent on handing over the steel

plant to private hands, he alleged. 

In a statement here, the former

chief minister asserted that their

party would do everything possible to

prevent the state government from

carrying out its nefarious designs any

further. Protest rallies would be or-

ganised from village to state level.  

He alleged that the Chief Minister

had apparently struck a secret deal

with POSCO only to grab the surplus

lands of the VSP which have got a

very high value in the market. “Out of

his unquenchable thirst for personal

gains only, the Chief Minister was

prostrating before the Centre with re-

spect to the steel plant issue,” he said. 

Naidu deplored that in the name of

privatisation, the steel plant has been

weakened without trying for mines ex-

clusively meant for it. 

The people of the state achieved the

industry after fighting a prolonged

struggle in the past. Once again, it

was for the whole people of AP to agi-

tate and save the steel plant from all

future threats. It was high time to

teach a strong lesson to the ruling YS-

RCP, he said. Naidu said that the VSP

was protecting the livelihoods of over

40,000 people directly and another

50,000 workers indirectly. 

HC suspends SEC order
on delivery vehicles

Says the State Election

Commission can’t stop

vehicles supplying food 

to the people

The SEC earlier

suspended ration door

delivery vehicles for 4

weeks in rural areas in

view of Model Code 

Kodali Nani’s house motion
plea posted to tomorrow

AMARAVATI

ThE AP high Court posted
the hearing on house motion
petition filed by civil supplies
minister Kodali Sri
Venkateswara Rao (Nani) to
Wednesday, February 17.

It may be noted that the State
Election Commission (SEC) is-
sued show-cause notice and a
gag order on him for his remarks
on the commission as well as
State Election Commissioner
Nimmagadda Ramesh Kumar
last week. The SEC also directed
the Krishna district SP to regis-
ter a case on the minister.

In this regard, the minister

filed house motion petition.
When the advocates of the both
the parties explained their stand
to the court, the court observed
that the case should be exam-
ined in detail and posted the
next hearing to Wednesday. The
court said that it would appoint
a senior advocate as amicus cu-
riae to assist it in this case. It or-
dered the petitioner to submit
necessary video clippings. The
court also directed the advocate
of SEC to submit video tapes of
the minister’s comments by
Wednesday.

The SEC advocate appealed
the court to take action after ex-
amining the video clippings of
the minister’s press meet. he
said that the minister used ob-
jectionable language towards
the SEC.  

The court observed that it can-
not decide on the case without
examining the video clippings of
the minister’s press meet.

HC seeks video clippings

of Minister’s comments 

To appoint a senior

advocate as amicus curiae

to assist in this case

BJP seeks NMDC lifeline for VSP

aP bJP president Somu Veerraju, bJP aP co-in-charge Sunil deodhar aand party leaders meet union Steel Minister dharmendra
Pradhan at udyog bhavan in new delhi on Monday

State party chief and other

leaders submit a petition

to Union Steel Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan 

with suggestions to 

better the financial

condition of steel plant 

It is suggested that the

Centre can work out an

MoU between NMDC and

RINL for supply of iron ore

on cost-to-cost or with

marginal profit basis 

In the letter to the Union

Minister, State leaders

explain the historical,

socio-economic

significance of the project 

TDP TO STAGE STATE-WIDE
STIR FOR VSP ON FEB 18

Party national president
accuses Jagan of
privatising VSP to save
himself from cases

Alleges that the CM has
set his sights on steel
plant surplus lands

HANS NEWS SERVICE
MANGALAGIRI

TDP national president N
Chandrababu Naidu on Mon-
day demanded the State Elec-
tion Commission (SEC) to
take step to banish trouble-
makers and outside miscre-
ants from the villages in Kup-
pam Assembly constituency
in order to ensure a free and
fair panchayat election.

Naidu said that on February
14, an attempt was made on
the life of District Congress
Committee (DCC) president
Suresh Babu at Pacharlapalli
village in Gudupalle mandal
by a miscreant with knife. The
attacker has attacked four
other people also when they
were trying to protect Suresh
Babu. The Opposition leaders
were being attacked with an
ulterior plan to demoralise
them in the panchayat elec-
tions, he alleged.

Naidu said that the State
Election Commission (SEC)
should act swiftly and ensure
that the gram panchayat elec-
tions being held on February
17 would be conducted peace-
fully in a free and fair manner.
For this, additional protection
forces shall be deployed and
all the non-bona fide out-
siders should be sent out of
villages in Kuppam Assembly
segment. Simultaneously, in-
quiry shall be conducted into
the presence of anti-social el-
ements and miscreants in vil-
lages and action be taken
against the culprits.

In a separate statement,
Naidu condemned the arrest
of the TDP sarpanch candi-
date along with some others
in Avulavaripalem village in
Krosuru mandal in the Gun-
tur district on false charges
and demanded their immedi-
ate release.

SEC urged to
banish anti-social

elements 
from Kuppam

TIRUPATI

THE highest number of 56,448 pil-

grims had darshan of Lord

Venkateswara at Tirumala on Sunday

while the common pilgrims availing

the free darshan off line SSD tokens

have to wait 3 days for darshan with

the rush remaining unabated.

TTD is issuing 22,000 offline SSD to-

kens for free darshan against 25,000

special entry tickets of Rs 300 daily

for darshan. This apart, ticket holders

of various Arjitha sevas (virtual),

donors including Srivani Trust donors

and also Supatham and VIP break.

With the pilgrim rush steadily picking

up, the SSD tokens for darshan on

Tuesday and Wednesday were al-

ready exhausted while tokens for

darshan on February 18 up to evening

6 pm slot were also over when when

reports last came in on Monday. 

According to TTD sources the de-

tails of the pilgrims who had darshan

of Lord in the last three days are

48,846 on February 12 which jumped

to 54,134 on February 13 and further

increased to 56448 on February 14.

56,448 pilgrims have darshan at Tirumala 
Common pilgrims availing
offline free darshan token
have to wait for days for
darshan 
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CHIEF Minister Y S Jagan Mohan

Reddy suggested changes in the pro-

posals made for providing infrastruc-

ture facilities in smart townships. 

In a review on solid waste manage-

ment and urban housing at his camp

office in Tadepalli on Monday, the

Chief Minister said the goal was to

provide high living standards to mid-

dle class people and directed the offi-

cials to provide undisputed and clear-

titled plots with all the required

permissions at affordable prices on

non-profit basis to them. 

The officials discussed with the

Chief Minister several town plans al-

ready being implemented in various

states and also how to create land

bank for the scheme and develop in-

frastructure. 

The Chief Minister said providing

plots at affordable prices to middle

class people is a continuous process

and  plans should be made to provide

plots to eligible beneficiaries as and

when they apply. 

The officials laid proposals for

building ring roads around the towns.

The designs of roads  should be such

that both the government and people

who give land for the construction

should be benefitted and smart

towns’ layouts should come up

around the ring roads. It was decided

initially to develop 18 layouts in 12

towns. The proposals are made for

designing smart towns of at least 25

acre to 200 acre, depending on the

population of cities and towns. The

plan is to prepare the layout within 18

months after works start.

The government will start Clean

Andhra Pradesh (CLAP) programme

with a100-day action plan to keep the

state clean. Plans are afoot for NGOs

and public participation in the pro-

gramme which will have 3,825

garbage collection vehicles, more

auto tippers, and over 6,000 bins and

waste management systems in mu-

nicipalities. The Chief Minister said to

start bio-mining and there should be

change in cleanliness in the state

with these programmes.

Municipal and urban development

minister Botcha Satyanarayana, Solid

and Liquid Waste Management Task

Force chairman Alla Ayodhya

Ramireddy, municipal and urban de-

velopment principal secretary Y Sri-

lakshmi, municipal administration

commissioner M M Nayak, CCLA spe-

cial commissioner Narayana Bharat

Gupta, finance secretary Gulzar,

TIDCO MD Ch Sridhar and other sen-

ior officials were present.

CM stresses on affordable
plots to middle class 

Officials propose
construction of ring 
roads around towns 

Smart township layouts
will come up around 
ring roads

Govt to start Clean
Andhra Pradesh
programme with a 
100-day action plan to
keep the state clean

Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy making suggestions on the proposals on
smart townships submitted by officials during review on waste management and
urban housing at Tadepalli on Monday 
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If young people are not 

always right, the society 

which ignores and knocks them 

is always wrong”
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l CROSSWORD l SUDOKU
Across

1 Term of play in polo (6)

7 To some extent (8)

8 Assist or aid (4)

10 Small two-door cars (6)

11 Abrasive (6)

14 Panaji is its capital (3)

16 Sensational (5)

17 Computer screen

symbol (4)

19 Dairy product (5)

21 Monetary unit of

Ecuador (5)

22 Neck of mutton (5)

23 Playful sprite (4)

26 Sleeper's woe (5)

28 Vessel or duct (3)

29 Governess (6)

30 Active (6)

31 Snakelike fish (4)

32 By which people are

familiarly called - not

only cats and dogs ?

(3,5)

33 Cuts off (6)

Down 

1 Ostentatious (6)

2 Persist in (4,2)

3 Serpents (4)

4 Interstellar clouds (7)

5 Professorship (5)

6 Horse (5)

8 Quasimodo's creator (4)

9 Meadow (3)

12 Not speaking (3)

13 Relating to or of a city (5)

15 Killer whales (5)

18 S. American “beaver” (5)

19 Mongrel dog (3)

20 Work unit (3)

21 Public disgrace (7)

22 Monetary unit of 

Japan (3)

23 Russian physiologist who

experimented with 

dogs (6)

24 Functions (4)

25 Canoes used by Eskimos

(6)

26 Take as one's own (5)

27 Efts (5)

28 Contend (3)

30 Not so much (4)
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Does fashion ignore
the 40-plus woman?

SUJATAASSOMULL

I
am 47-years-old and have worked in
fashion for over 25 years; earning
every smile line on my face and

those extra few kilos around my mid
area. Unfortunately, the industry I work
in writes off every woman over the age of
45. Of course, we all know the reason,
it's because fashion sees the youth as the
future of the industry, it is where the
growth is. But what about the now?

A recent study by the International
Longevity Centore (ILC) found that
those over the age of 50-years account
for over 50 per cent of the spending in
fashion — the fact is mature women
have more purchasing power and today
are also in better shape than ever— they
become an easy target for fashion. Yet
they are ignored. Brands are so occupied
with pleasing millennials and Gen Z-ers,
they forget to make styles that work for
today’s 40 plus woman.  

It is only in your 40s when you really
understand what your personal style is.
You definitely make less fashion faux
pas than you did in your 20’s, but you
still want some style inspiration. I keep
reading articles on how “Fifty is the new
Thirty” in fashion glossies — yet when it
comes cover girls, women over 40 only
tend to be chosen for the “Ageless” or
“Fab at Every Age” cover. This at a time
when inclusivity is one of hottest fash-
ion talking points.

Luckily, there are a handful of real
women in this age group who have great
taste, I suggest you follow them on In-
stagram — they have style, substance
and just the right amount of sass.

Anaita Shroff Adajania
The 40-something fashion power-

house is the name behind some of Bolly-
wood's red carpet most glamorous mo-
ments and fashion magazine’s glossiest
covers (Anaita has styled everyone from
Aishwarya  Rai to Alia Bhatt); though
her own sense of style is comfortable,
carefree yet always chic; she can go from
a handloom sari, a Dior gown to a Savio
Jon kurta while always injecting her
special blend of boho-chic into the look.
The launch fashion director of Vogue
India, this celebrity stylist still rocks a
bikini better than most swimsuit cover
girls. Anaita was recently part of a Gucci
social media campaign for its iconic
Jackie 1961 bag and added her own
unique cool girl vibe to her Instagram

video for the Italian fashion house.

Trinny Woodall
I grew up watching “What Not to

Wear” the BBC make-over show
featuring Trinny Woodall and

Susannah Constan-
tine—women

who

always said it as it is. Today Trinny runs
her own successful make-up company,
Trinny London, (and I suggest every
woman over 30 use her Miracle Blur —
it smooths the face and blurs those lines
in an instant). Trinny’s personal Insta-
gram handle is the one to follow though,
a digital closet confidential. From shop-
ping to styling tips this 50-something
likes to have fun with her fashion. Hon-
est about the aging process, she enjoys
dressing up and her flamboyant (yet
mainly high street) outfit of the day
choices will always surprise you.

Roohi Oomerbhoy Jaikishan: The ex-
ecutive director of an Indian FMCG
company, RR Oomerbhoy has a maxi-
malist take on fashion. A true style
maven— she is an art collector, a
clotheshorse and a host-
ess with the

mostess. While food has become the
mainstay of her Instagram account,
she shares recipes from some of her
fashionable friends around the world, it
is served with a side of fantastical fash-
ion. From timeless saris by her mother-
in-law, veteran fashion designer, Pallavi
Jaikishan to Erdem floral dresses Roohi
adds her own sense of eclectic charm to
her ensembles. A permanent fixture on
best dressed lists, her fashion super-
power is the way she plays with fun and
statement making accessories. It is
never about fashion diktats for Roohi
but about her own personal take on
style. 

PUJAGUPTA

The year 2020 was a period of silence for the Indian
fashion industry as everything came to a halt. Then,

2021 started with a big announcement -- designer
Sabyasachi Mukherjee sold 51 percent of his fashion

brand to Aditya Birla Fashion and Retail Limited.
First Anita Dongre, then Raghavendra Rathore and

now Sabyasachi, why are Indian fashion houses opt-
ing to take the corporate route? Are strategic col-

laborations the way forward in order to establish
Indian brands as global entities?

“This was always the way forward" replies in-
dustry veteran JJ Valaya who took to Instagram

to unveil his latest SS21 collection today. Titled
‘BURSA’, the line is the second chapter of his

collection which was launched at the FDCI
India Couture Week in September 2021.

"What is now happening in India, was
happening in the West several decades ago

and popular designer brands like Coco
Chanel, Burberry, Versace are the lead-

ing example of it,” Valaya tells.
“It’s only when the corporate comes

in, that there’s stability of the busi-
ness and the brand goes to another

dimension. So, I think this is a fan-
tastic move forward and it's only going to go better.”

Earlier designer Anita Dongre’s company had received a sizable investment from a
large US Private Equity Fund in 2013 and was the only Indian designer with a retail

presence in New York. Now Sabyasachi has announced he is set to open a 6,000 square
foot retail space in the city in early 2022.

Asked if he has similar plans, Valaya answers: “Well, if it happens, we will surely
consider it. I feel for us it’s a couple of years to go before we can take this route. At

the moment, we are doing a significant amount of experimentation and expansion
within. If we find a suitable partner, of whom we are convinced can take the brand

to another level, we will certainly be open for it.”
Talking about his collection, Valaya believes: “I always believe when you are

truly inspired to do a collection then seeing all the interpretations in six months
is never enough, you must give it at least 12 months to kind of try and interpret

it in as many ways and forms as possible."
He adds, "And fortunately for us, in India we have two very clear themes

between winter and summer that allows a significant change in the weather
and that gives us room to experiment. And yet having said that, at the

same time we are essentially a couture design house and we focus on
wedding clothes and occasion wear. So the challenge is always how will

you make the bride, the groom and the guests look spectacular still
wearing the silks and organza but making them relevant to the season.

This second chapter of Bursa -- is essentially a whole new interpre-
tation of inspiration we initiated six months ago."

As the pandemic has changed how Indian couture is seen and
interpreted, has it also brought on a change in design philosophy? 

Valaya replies: “I have always been very clear that come hail
or storm, the signature of the brand should never change. So,

of course things will lead us to all kinds of circumstances... but
the DNA of a brand should persistently continue. So, if you

ask me that if the pandemic changed the way I think, No, it
didn't.”

Artist Michelle
Poonawalla exhibits

series on companionship
Titled ‘Kagaz’, the show featuring her

works runs till February 26, 2021 

Celebrating friendship and companionship during these
challenging times, five portraits taken by artist Michelle

Poonawalla in her home city of Pune, are part of an ongoing ex-
hibition in an Ahmedabad gallery.

Poonawlla, an artist who lives and works between London
and Pune, is showing this new series of drawings as part of
‘Kagaz’, a group exhibition of works on paper which runs until
February 26 at 079 Stories.

For Poonawalla, drawings and works on paper represent a
very personal and emotive medium, allowing her to delicately
portray the emotion of the subjects. As with Poonawalla’s larger
body of work the drawings are intended to create a moment of
reflection for the viewer and ask them to think about their sur-
roundings and the wider world.

Talking about the exhibition, Poonawalla says: “For me draw-
ing is a very important medium. Whilst audiences may be more
familiar with my larger installations and digital work, drawing
forms the base of everything I do and I was delighted when 079
Stories asked me to present a series of works on paper.”

Poonawalla’s works explore universal, socially engaged topics
that resonate with a diverse range of audiences, creating power-
ful memories and moving experiences.

Her practice combines cutting-edge technology and tradi-
tional artistic mediums in an emotionally charged and poetic
form; often utilizing sound, video mapping, projection, motion
sensors and other techniques to bring her innovative paintings
and installations to life. 

Paper is the strongest and the most versatile medium of ex-
pressing oneself may it be in the form of words, crafts, or art. 

‘Kagaz’ is a celebration of this and alongside Poonawalla the
exhibition presents 21 artists from across the country display-
ing works on paper including Anuj Ambalal, Al Qawi Nanawati,
Ashish Kushwaha, Claire Iono, Ghanshyam Rathod, Hindol
Brahmbhatt, Krishnendu Roy, Malabika Burman, Milburn
Cherian, Pradeep Ahirwar, Rachnan Badrakia, Ronak Sopari-
wala, Satish Gupta, Shahanshah Mittal, Shefali Nayan, Shrikant
Kadam, Vikesh Ghosh and Viraj Mithani.

It’s always the way forward: JJ Valaya

Better
that breakfast

Begin your morning with a nice bowl of fruit, porridge or
granola and yogurt, and you can feel brilliant in no time! Not

only are these foods tasty, satisfying for your hunger and a

valuable source of energy, but you’ll be pleased to know that

they are great flat-belly foods. Combined they are supposed

to help burn abdominal fat, improve digestion and help you

keep away from the cupboard for longer. Breakfast is the

most

important meal

of the day; kick starting

your metabolism and fueling your

day ahead, so providing your body with a

healthy and nutritious meal will do wonders for

your body. Plus there are so many alternatives and addi-

tions you can make to this simple meal that provide that little

bit extra; adding a spoon of peanut or almond butter, pouring

on some honey or making a tasty smoothy, can make your

breakfast just that little bit more delicious.

N
E
W
S
 R
O
U
N
D
U
P

Ana
ita 
Shr
off

Ada
jan
ia i
n La
 Fo
uri



NATION

MUMBAI

THE Bombay High Court on Monday refused to quashan FIR lodged against late actor Sushant Singh Ra-

jput's sister Priyanka Singh for allegedly forging and fab-

ricating a medical prescription for her brother. A division

bench of Justices S S Shinde and M S Karnik, however,

quashed the FIR against Meetu Singh, another sister of

Rajput. 

The court said while there was prima facie evidence

against Priyanka Singh, the case against Meetu Singh

does not stand. "We are of the considered opinion that

the FIR against petitioner Meetu Singh does not survive,"

the bench said. "However, the FIR against petitioner

Priyanka Singh is not quashed as we prima facie find that

a case is made out," the court said. 

The bench said its judgment shall not cause an impedi-

ment for the investigating agency to probe the FIR and

submit whatever report it deems fit. The sisters had ap-

proached the HC seeking to quash the First Information

Report (FIR) lodged for alleged forgery and fabrication of

a medical prescription for their brother for anxiety is-

sues. The FIR was lodged against Priyanka Singh, Meetu

Singh and doctor Tarun Kumar of Delhi's Ram Manohar

Lohia Hospital by the Bandra police in Mumbai on Sep-

tember 7 last year, based on a complaint filed by Rajput's

girlfriend Rhea Chakraborty. As per the complaint, Ra-

jput's sisters and the doctor prepared a forged and fabri-

cated prescription for anti- depressants for the actor a

few days before his death. 

Rajput, 34, was found dead at his home in suburban

Bandra on June 14 last year. His father K K Singh later

lodged a case of abetment of suicide and cheating

against Chakraborty and her family members. The CBI is

conducting a probe into the case. 

After registration of the FIR against Rajput's sisters,

the Bandra police forwarded the case papers to the Cen-

tral Bureau of Investigation, as per directions of the

Supreme Court which had said all cases pertaining to the

death of Rajput shall be probed by the CBI. Senior coun-

sel Vikas Singh, appearing for Rajput's sisters, had ar-

gued that telemedicine practice guidelines permitted a

doctor to prescribe medicines after online consultation.

He had claimed that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Ra-

jput could not go for physical consultation. 

Even assuming that such a prescription was procured,

there was no evidence to show Rajput consumed any

medicines, Singh told the court. Senior counsel Devdutt

Kamat, appearing for the Mumbai police, had opposed

the plea and said there was no online consultation done.

Rhea Chakraborty's advocate Satish Maneshinde had

also opposed the plea of Rajput's sisters, and said one of

the circumstances that may have led to the actor's death

was the "dangerous cocktail of drugs, narcotic sub-

stances and medicines"

Mumbai HC refuses to quash FIR against sister Priyanka Singh

BJP to expand base in Nepal, Lanka: Oppn slams Tripura CM’s statement 

AGARTALA

OPPOSITION Left parties and Congress on Monday

criticised the BJP leadership after Tripura Chief Minis-

ter Biplab Kumar Deb's reported comments to extend

the base of the saffron party in Nepal and Sri Lanka.

The opposition parties said that the ruling Bharatiya

Janata Party's plan and target to expand its base in

Nepal and Sri Lanka are against India's foreign poli-

cies and these cannot be done as the two countries

are sovereign nations.

Deb while addressing a party meeting here on Sat-

urday reportedly quoted Union Home Minister Amit

Shah, and said: "When Home Minister was the BJP's

National President he during a meeting with us in

Agartala had said that we have extended our base

across India. Now we have to go to Sri Lanka

and Nepal." The Chief Minister said that the

BJP would form government in West Bengal,

Kerala, Tamil Nadu and the party would remain

in power in Tripura for 30 years as the CPI-M

would be finished in the next assembly elec-

tions in 2023. "The BJP is the largest party in

India now. It has maximum numbers of MPs,

MLAs and other elected members," Deb said.

The BJP, however, also supported the Chief

Minister's views. Party spokesman Nabendu

Bhattacharjee said that not only Sri Lanka and

Nepal, the BJP's philosophy is being extended

in many Asian and African countries. "Our tar-

gets and plans are not to form governments in

those states. Our "Pracharaks" (functionaries)

are broadening BJP's philosophy and belief in

those states. If the people of those countries

accept our principles and viewpoints then the

future course of action would be shaped," Bhat-

tacharjee told the media on Monday.

Sharply criticising the Chief Minister's an-

nouncement, Communist Party of India-Marxist

central committee member Jitendra Chowdhury

said that Deb's speech is a combination of arro-

gance and ignorance.

Chowdhury, a former Tripura Minister, said

that Deb's speech in a public forum portrayed

the approach and method of governance that

was prevailing in Tripura after the BJP-IPFT (In-

digenous People's Front of Tripura) alliance

came to power three years ago. "The BJP-led

governments both at the Center and the states have

forcefully muted all kinds of civil liberties, freedom of

speech and all pillars of democracy while a total law-

lessness has been prevailing in Tripura.

"It has been revealed further from Deb's speech

that the top brass in BJP is engaged in the internal

affairs of our neighbouring countries, which is con-

trary to our long cherished foreign policy since in-

dependence," the veteran tribal leader and former

Lok Sabha member said. He alleged that it is ex-

tremely unfortunate that this same BJP and their

governments have brought sedition charges

against the innocent citizens to silence the dissent

voices, and octogenarian Varavara Rao, Gautam

Navlakha and teen ager Disha Ravi like people are

not spared.

‘When Home Minister was the BJP’s national president, he during a meeting with us in Agartala had said that 
we have extended our base across India. Party’s philosophy enlarged to many Asian and African countries’

Forging and fabricating medical prescription of Sushant Singh Rajput 

What is 
a  toolkit?
A toolkit, simply put, is a docu-
ment created to explain any is-
sue. It also provides informa-
tion on what one needs to do to
address the issue. This might
include information about pe-
titions, details about protests
and mass movements and so
on.  The toolkit that Thunberg
shared, tries to “explain the
farmers’ protests” in the na-
tional capital.

“This is a document meant
to enable anyone unfamiliar
with the ongoing farmers
protests in India to better un-
derstand the situation and
make decisions on how to sup-
port the farmers based on their
own analysis,” the toolkit
states.

The toolkit then goes on to
apparently summarise the sit-
uation of farmers in India and
talks about the Centre’s recent
agriculture legislations.

“Instead of being supported
to become self-reliant and
prosperous, a majority of farm-
ers are increasingly being sub-
jected to the control of large
corporations and international
institutions whose sole focus is
profits, and necessarily in-
volves increased exploitation
of nature,” the toolkit states.

It further lists out what ac-
tions one can take to support
the farmers’ protests and the
Delhi Police is currently trying
to ascertain who created it.

Two more activists on police radar

NEWDELHI

NON-BAILABLE warrants have been

issued against a Mumbai lawyer and

a Pune engineer for allegedly creat-

ing a protest toolkit backing the

farmers' agitation along with ar-

rested climate activist Disha Ravi

and collaborating with pro-Khalistani

elements, Delhi Police officials said

on Monday.

Lawyer Nikita Jacob and engineer

Shantanu, who are absconding,

also attended a Zoom meeting or-

ganised by 'pro-Khalistani' group Po-

etic Justice Foundation, Joint Com-

missioner of Police (Cyber) Prem

Nath said. 

The three had created the toolkit

and sent it to others, officials said as

a fierce political debate broke out

between the opposition and the rul-

ing BJP over the action against 21-

year-old Ravi in the case related to

the “toolkit Google doc” that came to

light when it was shared by global

climate campaigner Greta Thunberg.

"Disha, Shantanu and Nikita created

and edited the toolkit. Disha sent the

toolkit to Greta Thunberg through

Telegram. Disha deleted a Whatsapp

group which she created to spread

the toolkit. Due procedure was fol-

lowed when Disha was arrested,"

Nath said. 

Ravi was arrested from Bengaluru

on Saturday and sent to police re-

mand for five days by a Delhi court

on Sunday with officials claiming she

was an editor of the "toolkit Google

doc" and "key conspirator" in its for-

mulation and dissemination.

15 killed
after truck
overturns in
Jalgaon 

JALGAON

Fifteen people were killed
and five others injured after
a truck carrying labourers
overturned and fell into a
roadside pit in Maharash-
tra's Jalgaon district in the
wee hours of Monday, police
said. 

The accident took place
near a temple in Kingaon
village around 1 am when
the papaya-laden truck was
on its way to Yawal tehsil in
Jalgaon from Dhule, an offi-
cial from Yawal police sta-
tion said. 

The deceased included
two children, aged 3 and 5
years, and a 15-year-old girl.
A 14-year-old boy, who was
sleeping on top of the truck,
escaped unhurt, the official
said. The labourers belonged
to Abhoda, Vivra, Kerhala
villages and Raver tehsil in
the district, he said. 

PM narendra Modi ex-
pressed grief at the loss of
lives. The Maharashtra gov-
ernment announced an ex-
gratia of Rs 2 lakh to the kin
of each of the deceased. Af-
ter the accident, police and
some locals rushed to the
spot and the truck was
brought out of the pit with
the help of a JCB machine,
the police official said. 

Toolkit makers on the run

Nikita moves
HC for bail
Mumbai Mumbai-based lawyer-ac-

tivist Nikita Jacob moved the Bom-

bay High Court for anticipatory bail

after a Delhi court issued a non-

bailable arrest warrant against her.

Jacob's plea for an urgent hear-

ing was mentioned by her lawyer

Abhishek Yende before Justice P.D.

Naik on Monday who has posted

the matter for Tuesday.

A practicing lawyer since the

past six years, Jacob is a resident of

Goregaon and has been active in

public causes.

Terming the Delhi Police FIR as

"false and baseless", she sought

transit anticipatory bail for a period

of four weeks to enable approach

the court in Delhi concerned and

apply for a pre-arrest bail.

Is State so
weak? Sibal
New Delhi: The Congress termed

the arrest of climate activist Disha

Ravi as 'shocking' and 'unfortunate'

and asked if the 'state was so weak

that a tweet threatened its securi-

ty'. "Is the State so weak that a

tweet threatens its security? Is the

state so paranoid that a 22 year is a

national security threat? Is the

state so intolerant that it cannot

tolerate youth standing with farm-

ers? Is this the "badlav" Modiji

wanted?": Congress leader Kapil

Sibal tweeted. The party's Deputy

leader in Rajya Sabha, Anand

Sharma tweeted: "Police should

recognise her right to liberty and

courts must respect the Supreme

Court Judgement which says bail is

the rule and Jail an exception. "

War of words 
between BJP, Oppn

NEWDELHI

Accusing the government of "mur-

dering democracy" by using force

against a 21-year-old, the Opposition

said the voice of India cannot be si-

lenced even as the BJP defended the

action, saying a crime is a crime no

matter at what age. Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi led the opposition of-

fensive following the arrest of 21-

year-old Disha Ravi in the case and

said the country will not be silenced. 

"Your lips are free to speak. Say

that the truth is still alive. They are

scared, not the country," he said in a

tweet in Hindi. "India will not be si-

lenced," he added. Delhi Chief Minis-

ter Arvind Kejriwal said, "Arrest of 21

year old Disha Ravi is an unprece-

dented attack on Democracy. Sup-

porting our farmers is not a crime."

RJD leader Manoj Jha said democ-

racy is under threat. "I am worried

about democracy, as it is passing

through the most difficult times," he

said. Union Minister and BJP leader

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat tweeted:

"If age is the criteria then Param

Veer Chakra Second Lt Arun

Khetarpal, martyred at 21 is who I

am proud of. Not some toolkit propa-

gandists." BJP general secretary B L

Santosh tweeted: "21 year old...envi-

ronment activist...student...Are

these credentials for becoming a

part of breaking India forces? How

does she get the access for editing

tool kit...? Why she is part of anti-na-

tional WhatsApp groups...? Many

questions...But only one answer...21

year old." "Bengaluru, Greta Thun-

berg, Vegan, sole bread winner, stu-

dent, 21 year old, passionate ac-

tivist...so many attempts to white

wash a sin...!! Not one anarchist

ready to answer the question...How

21 year old student got access to

edit Toolkit," he asked. Former Union

ministers P Chidambaram and

Jairam Ramesh have also come out

strongly against the police action in

the case, accusing the government

of running an authoritarian regime

as it was threatened by a student. "I

strongly condemn the arrest of

Disha Ravi and urge all students and

youth to raise their voices to protest

against the authoritarian regime,"

Chidambaram said. 

Disha argued
her own case
Disha Ravi did not have her own

lawyer  when she was produced in

court with charges of sedition and

conspiracy. According to Disha

Ravi's legal team, she argued her

own case before the magistrate.

In a post, lawyer Rebecca John

has alleged "shocking abdication

of judicial duties". According to

her, the magistrate failed to en-

sure that Disha had legal represen-

tation in court. "Deeply disap-

pointed by the conduct of the duty

magistrate... who remanded a

young woman to five days in police

custody, without first ensuring

that she was being represented by

counsel," Ms John wrote.

96% Covid warriors skip 2nd dose

NEWDELHI

In what could eventually become worri-
some, 96 per cent of Covid Warriors have
not been turning up for the second dose of
the Covid-19 vaccine.

On Saturday, 7,668 beneficiaries re-
ceived the second jab, according to the pro-
visional data released by the Union Health
Ministry, which is just 4 per cent of the
over 1,91,000 healthcare workers who re-
ceived their first dose on January 16, ac-
cording to news18 report.

The two vaccines that have been cleared
for used in India – Covishield and Covaxin
– require that two doses be given 28 days
apart. However, as per the recommenda-
tion of the apex drug regulator, the doses
can be taken within a window of four to six
weeks.

The government has set a deadline of
March 1 to complete the vaccination of the
frontline workers across the country, with
a five-day period for “mop up” activity to
vaccinate those who might have been
missed out, said joint secretary of the
Union health ministry, Mandeep Bhandari.
For healthcare workers, the deadline is
February 20.

India has been recording a steady de-
cline in the number of daily new deaths
since October 1, 2020, while the national
recovery rates amongst the highest in the

world, the Union Health Ministry said on
Sunday. "Since 1st October 2020, the na-
tion has seen an unabated decline in Case
Fatality Rate. The Case Fatality Rate today
stands below 1.5 (1.43 percent). India's
Case Fatality Rate is one of the lowest in
the world," it said.

The recoveries have surged to 1,06,11,731
with 11,016 patients getting discharged in
a span of 24 hours. "India's Covid-19 re-
covery rate of 97.31 per cent is amongst the
highest in the world. The difference be-
tween the recovered and active cases has
grown to 1,04,74,164 as on date," the min-
istry highlighted.

‘7,668 beneficiaries received the second jab, which is just 4 per cent of the 
over 1,91,000 healthcare workers who received their first dose on Jan 16’

Rupani  collaspes,
tests Covid +ive

AHMEDABAD

GUJARAT Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has tested positive for coronavirus, said a

hospital where the CM is admitted after he fainted in a rally. He has mild symp-

toms and his condition is stable, the Ahmedabad-based medical facility said on

Monday. On Sunday, Rupani, 64, fainted on stage while addressing a rally in

Vadodara for the upcoming civic polls in the state, following which he was flown

to Ahmedabad and admitted to the U N Mehta Heart Hospital here. Rupani's

sample was collected on Sunday night and sent for RT-PCR test which has come

out positive for coronavirus, said a health bulletin issued by the hospital on Mon-

day. "His symptoms are mild and his condition is stable," it said. The hospital

also said the chief minister fainted on Sunday due to "tiredness and physical

weakness". His ECG, blood test and other examinations were conducted and

their results are normal, it said. State Deputy Chief Minister Nitin Patel told re-

porters that on Sunday night it was decided to keep Rupani under observation

for 24 hours. "After his test report came out positive for coronavirus, he is being

treated for the infection as per the course and protocol," said Patel. 

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb 

with Home Minister Amit Shah

‘Vaccination for
above 50 in 3 weeks’ 
NEW DELHI The Union government will begin

vaccination drive for around 27 crore Indians

above the age of 50 three weeks from now,

Union Health Minister Harsh vardhan said on

Monday.

"Three weeks from now, the government

will start giving doses of coronavirus vaccines

to 27 crore persons above the age of 50," he

said at a press briefing here. An expert group

on vaccination will discuss how to pay for the

doses for those above 50, he added.

Maha Minister 
bats for 3T formula
Aurangabad: The "3T formula" of tracing,

testing and treatment will have to be imple-

mented strictly to tackle a rise in COVID-19

cases in some parts of Maharashtra, state

health minister Rajesh Tope said . Talking to

reporters, Tope said the state government

had managed to flatten the curve in the last

one month as far as daily addition of cases

was concerned, but a recent rise in numbers

in Mumbai, Wardha and some other pockets

was "alarming".

world, the Union Health Ministry said on
Sunday. "Since 1st October 2020, the nation
has seen an unabated decline in Case Fatal-
ity Rate. The Case Fatality Rate today stands
below 1.5 (1.43 percent). India's Case Fatality
Rate is one of the lowest in the world," it
said.  The recoveries have surged to
1,06,11,731 with 11,016 patients getting dis-
charged in a span of 24 hours. "India's Covid-
19 recovery rate of 97.31 per cent is amongst
the highest in the world. The difference be-
tween the recovered and active cases has
grown to 1,04,74,164 as on date," the ministry
highlighted.

Meanwhile, the night curfew, currently in
force in four major Gujarat cities, including
Ahmedabad, to stem the COVID-19 spread,
was on Monday extended till February 28,
officials said. However, in a concession to
people, the curfew from now on in Ahmed-
abad, Surat, Vadodara and Rajkot will be in
force between midnight and 6 am instead of
the earlier 11pm to 6am, they added. 

The Centre on Monday approved the pro-
posal of the Press Information Bureau's
journalist welfare committee to provide as
financial relief Rs 5 lakh each to families of
39 journalists who died due to the coron-
avirus, a panel member said. The govern-
ment has earmarked an additional fund for
this purpose for the Journalist Welfare Com-
mittee (JWC), and journalists from across
India will be covered under the scheme.

Historian Ramchandra Guha (right) along with other activists holds placards during

a protest against the arrest of climate activist Disha Ravi, in Bengaluru on Monday
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MUMBAI

THe Sensex rallied 610 points to
finish above the 52,000-mark for
the first time while the nifty soar
past 15,300 on Monday as in-
vestors piled into banking and fi-
nance stocks amid a bullish trend
overseas.

Supportive macroeconomic
data and unabated foreign fund
inflows added to the momentum,
traders said. after touching a
record high of 52,235.97 during
the day, the 30-share BSe Sensex
ended 609.83 points or 1.18 per
cent up at its new closing peak of
52,154.13. Similarly, the broader
nSe nifty soared 151.40 points or
1 per cent to finish at a record
15,314.70. it touched an intra-day
peak of 15,340.15. axis Bank led
the Sensex gainers’ chart, climb-
ing 5.88 per cent, followed by
iCiCi Bank, Bajaj Finance, SBi,
indusind Bank, HdFC, Bajaj Fin-
serv and HdFC Bank. On the
other hand, dr Reddy’s, TCS,
Tech Mahindra, HUL,
asian Paints and Titan
were among the laggards,
sliding up to 1.77 per
cent.

“indian market
opened on a positive
following upbeat
peers in asia as
nikkei 225 crossed

30,000 for first time in more than
three decades with Japan’s econ-
omy growing 12.7 per cent on an
annualised basis in October to
december last year,” said naren-
dra Solanki, Head - equity Re-
search (Fundamental), anand
Rathi. Meanwhile, the wholesale
price-based inflation rose sharply
to 2.03 per cent in January on
costlier non-food manufactured
items. indicating some signs of
recovery, industrial production
recorded a positive growth of 1
per cent in december while retail
inflation cooled to a 16-month
low of 4.06 per cent in January,
as per data released post market
hours on Friday. Sector-wise, BSe
bankex, finance, realty, industri-
als, telecom and healthcare in-
dices rallied up to 3.31 per cent,
while iT, consumer durables,
metal and teck ended in the red. 

Broader BSe midcap and
smallcap indices surged up to 1.40
per cent. elsewhere in asia,

bourses in China and Hong
Kong were closed for the Lunar

new Year holidays, while
Tokyo and Seoul ended

with strong gains. 

A RAJU

MAHABUBNAGAR

PaLaMURU region of  erstwhile
Mahabubnagar district is unfortu-
nately known for its backwardness,
and large migrating labor population
since past many decades, however,
ever since the beginning of open
economy and industrial liberaliza-
tion in 1990s onwards, the industrial
sector in the district has been moving
on a fast track, where in hundreds of
large, medium and small scale indus-
tries have set up their manufacturing
bases across various parts of the dis-
trict and have been providing em-
ployment to the local population sine
past over 3 decades now. 

However, the industrial growth in
Mahabubnagar had further acceler-
ated ever since the establishment of
the green filed industrial Park Spe-
cial economic Zone (SeZ), an exclu-
sive pharmaceutical and allied in-
dustrial hub at Jadcherla, in the year
2008.  To begin with, the erstwhile
Mahabubnagar district’s industrial
sector which was initially given the
push 3 decades ago has established
various small, medium and large
scale industries in various parts of
the district. The most prominent
among all these industrial zones is
the Kottur industrial development
area (ida), which was established
during 1990s on wards. This indus-
trial area had grown at a rapid pace
in the district and it is spread over

more than 180 acres in the Kottur
Mandal of erstwhile Mahabubnagar
district. apart from Kottur ida,
there are 5 other important indus-
trial zones that came up subse-
quently  which include one indus-
trial estate in the district located at
Mahabubnagar and 4 industrial de-
velopment areas at Kottur, Jad-
cherla, Palem, and gadwal. almost
all plots, sheds and shops that have
been developed are allotted to the
entrepreneurs except in gadwal. 

all these industrial areas have
brought in a sea change in the overall
outlook of the erstwhile Mahabub-
nagar district, where in, lakhs of peo-
ple who used to migrate for liveli-
hood could now earn their living due
to the employment opportunities
available for the local people in these
industries.

as per the latest statistics avail-
able from the district industries de-
partment there are at present 60
Large and Medium industries in the
sectors of basic metals, fibre glass,
pharmaceutical formulations, par-
ticle board manufacturing, poultry,
and textiles. in addition to this, there
are over 3,308 registered small scale
/ tiny industries with an overall in-

vestment of Rs 154.10 crore. it is es-
timated that all these industries  pro-
vide employment to more than
50,000 people in the district.

The main reason for the fast
pickup of industrial sector in the
erstwhile Mahabubnagar is its prox-
imity to Hyderabad city and the in-
ternational airport located at
Shamshabad in Ranga Reddy dis-
trict, adjoin erstwhile the district.  

With the establishment of the air-
port, it has enhanced the establish-
ment of export oriented units in the
district. “erstwhile Mahabubnagar
had attracted a large scale, national
and international companies to its
industrial areas. Particularly, the
Pharma SeZ at Jadcherla and up-
coming small and medium scale in-
dustries elsewhere in the district has
really changed the face of the Pala-

muru region. From being negatively
labeled as a labor migration district,
today we are witnessing reverse mi-
gration to the district, where in hun-
dreds and thousands of people from
other states are coming to Mahabub-
nagar in search of livelihood. 

However, apart from the existing
industries, the district has ample op-
portunities to attract investors in
various sectors like agro based in-
dustries, food processing industries,
fiber and cement manufacturing in-
dustries, steel manufacturing indus-
tries and others,” said Sdistrict col-
lector S Venkat Rao. 

Mega projects

iTC Limited had proposed to es-
tablished a 2 lakh ton eCF Pulp Mill
and 92 lakh ton coated wood free pa-
per machine in area of about of 1,000

hectares. The proposed cost of entire
project is Rs 2500 crore. The Plant
requires 21 cusecs of water for day
throughout the year. Land has been
identified in gadwal, Pebbair, Mak-
thal and Maganoor mandals of Ma-
habubnagar district. The suitability
of the land for the project has to be
finalized by M/s iTC Limited. 

grasim industries Limited, an
aditya Birla group company, which
is a leader in the field of textiles, hav-
ing a turnover of Rs.25000 crore per
annum has proposed to establish a
polyfibre unit in Mahabubnagar dis-
trict. The project is proposed to be
implemented in three phases with
total outlay of Rs 2100 crore. The
project requires an area of around
1,000 acres. The land identification
for the project is under process.

The following are the large and
medium scale industries that are
coming up newly in Mahabubnagar
and they have already filed for single
window clearances system for ob-
taining various clearances/approvals
from different department. These
industries are under active imple-
mentation and are likely to go into
operation shortly. Some of these in-
dustries include, Promuk
Hoffamann international Limited
located at ida, Kottur, high security
vehicle registration plates making,
abhedya industries Ltd located at
Kottur, makers of all types of BOPP
filters, dayakar Sugar (P) Ltd., at Bal-
akistapur village, Binjusaria Sponge
and Power (P) Ltd at Shadnagar,
Sponge iron, pig iron makers, Bilas-
raika Sponge iron india Pvt. Ltd., at
gundla Potkapally in Balanagar
mandal, indo american Paper Prod-
ucts Limited, at nandigaon in
Kothur mandal, Surya Jyothi Spin-
ning Mills Ltd., at Maktal,  M.S.in-
gots, Steel Toling Sponge iron, Kedia
alloys Ltd, at  Thimmapur, gVK
novopan inds. (P) Ltd and various
other industries have established
bases in Mahabubnagar district. 

apart from the above industries,
one more mega industry is coming
up in State - Jai Raj ispat Limited.
announcing its decision to set up a
steel plant in dharur mandal of gad-
wal in the district. The proposed steel
plant will come up in 250 acre land
in the southern region of the district. 

TODAY’S QUOTE PROFIT

Small Industries Development Bank of India (Sidbi)
on Monday reported 9 per cent growth in net profit
at Rs 630 crore for December quarter 2020-21. In
the year-ago period, its profit stood at Rs 578 crore.
During the first nine months of 2020-21, Sidbi's net
profit rose 38.4 per cent to Rs 2,165 crore.

Sidbi Q3 profit rises by 9% Will send Covishield to Canada soon US Dollar 77.05

Euro 92.61

UAE Dirham 21.77

Thai Baht 2.8

British Pound 105.12

Australian Dollar 59.36

Canadian Dollar 60.27

Swiss Franc 84.87

FOREX (buy rates in `)

South

African Rand 5.79

Hong Kong Dollar 10.78 

Japanese Yen 0.79

New Zealand Dollar 55.24

Saudi Riyal 21.3

Swedish Krona 10.1

Singapore Dollar 57.69

Dear honourable PM Justin Trudeau, I thank you for your 
warm words towards India and its vaccine industry. As we 

await regulatory approvals from Canada, I assure you, Serum
Institute of India will fly out Covishield to Canada in less than 

a month; I'm on it!

– Adar Poonawalla, CEO, Serum Institute of India

biz briefs

Navi General’s 
health plan
NAVI General Insurance has
launched a two -minutes online
retail health insurance product.
Customers can buy health in-
surance via the Navi health in-
surance app through a quick
and completely paperless
process and the policy issued to
them instantly on the app. The
product offers customizable
health insurance cover ranging
from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 1 cr for in-
dividuals and families. The pol-
icy offers comprehensive health
insurance that covers more
than 20 health benefits includ-
ing in-patient hospitalisation,
pre and post hospitalisation ex-
penses, Covid-19 hospitalisa-
tion, domiciliary hospitalization
etc. Ramchandra Pandit, MD &
CEO, Navi General Insurance,
said: “With our health insur-
ance offering, our objective is
to radically simplify health in-
surance for individuals and
families.”

Udaan expands 
supply chain
UDAAN announced that its
supply chain and logistics capa-
bility to serve small businesses
across the country, through
udaanExpress, has been
strengthened to over 10 mn sq.
ft. of warehousing space. This
warehousing capacity is 230
acres. The achievement of this
milestone has been made pos-
sible through capacity expan-
sion and addition of new ware-
houses, taking the total
number of warehouses to 200,
spread across the country. Su-
jeet Kumar, co-founder, udaan
said: “We are committed to of-
fering world class, tech-en-
abled and cost-effective supply
chain & logistics solutions, in
addition to the benefits of
eCommerce scale, to small
businesses of Bharat. The latest
capacity expansion to 10 mil-
lion sq. ft. allows our customers
a better and hassle-free inven-
tory management.”

Bada Business
hires more
WITH a post Covid surge in digi-
tal learning, EdTech startup
Bada Business expanded its
workforce by almost 300 per
cent this financial year, adding
over 300 employees to its work-
force across the country. The
platform offers a series of on-
line business training and
skilling programmes for small
entrepreneurs and wantrepre-
neurs. Founded by business
trainer Dr Vivek Bindra in 2019,
Bada Business is a rare case of a
bootstrapped startup crossing
Rs 100 crore in revenue within
two years of starting up. “In a
post Covid environment, not
only has digital learning wit-
nessed a boost, there has also
been a surge in requirement for
up-skilling and business training
for entrepreneurs looking to
adapt their businesses to the
new normal. We have wit-
nessed a soaring demand,” said
Dr Bindra, CEO, Bada Business.

Eupheus 
raises $4.1mn
Eupheus Learning a Delhi-
based leading B2B EdTech
company has raised $4.1 mil-
lion in series B funding round.
The round is led by United
Education Company, Kuwait’s
leading company in the edu-
cation sector and Al Rayan
Holding Company in which
UEC holds a majority stake,
offering different curriculum
to cater to the Kuwait’s mar-
kets diverse demographic
composition. The company is
the largest outreach platform
for schools with an ecosys-
tem of 13,000 schools, driv-
ing partnerships with 5,000
schools covering 4 million
students. Shaikha Dana
Nasser Al-Sabah, chairperson,
UEC, said: “We are excited to
partner with Eupheus Team
as they continue their jour-
ney in fast-growing EdTech
market with their innovative
and differentiated offerings”. 
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NEWDELHI

THe central government has short-
listed four mid-sized state-run banks
for privatisation, under a new push
to sell state assets and shore up gov-
ernment revenues, Reuters news
agency reported quoting three gov-
ernment sources.

Privatisation of the banking sec-
tor, which is dominated by public
sector banks (PSBs) with hundreds
of thousands of employees, is politi-
cally risky because it could put jobs
at risk, but Prime Minister narendra
Modi's administration aims to make
a start with second-tier banks, the
report said. The four banks on the
shortlist are Bank of Maharashtra,
Bank of india, indian Overseas Bank
and the Central Bank of india, two
officials told Reuters on condition of
anonymity as the matter is not yet
public. Two of those banks will be se-
lected for sale in the next financial
year which begins in april, the offi-
cials said. The shortlist has not pre-
viously been reported.

The government is considering
mid-sized to small banks for its first
round of privatisation to test the wa-
ters. in the coming years it could also
look at some of the country's bigger
banks, the officials said.

The government, however, will
continue to hold a majority stake in

india's largest lender State Bank of
india, which is seen as a 'strategic
bank' for implementing initiatives
such as expanding rural credit. a fi-
nance ministry spokesman declined
to comment on the matter.

india's deepest economic contrac-
tion on record caused by the pan-
demic is driving the push for bolder
reforms, economists say.

government also wants to over-

haul a banking sector reeling under
a heavy load of non-performing as-
sets, which are likely to rise further
once banks are allowed to categorise
loans that soured during the pan-
demic as bad. PM Modi's office ini-
tially wanted four banks to be put up
for sale in the coming fiscal year, but
officials have advised caution fearing
resistance from unions representing
the employees, the report added. 

Centre may put 
4 banks on sale 

PSB SALE LIST

l Bank of Maharashtra

l Bank of India 

l Indian Overseas Bank

l Central Bank of India

Privatisation of the banking
sector, which is dominated by
public sector banks (PSBs)
with hundreds of thousands
of employees, is politically
risky because it could put
jobs at risk

District offers umpteen opportunities for investors

Palamuru fast picking up industrially
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On various investment 
opportunities in districts   

Sensex hits 52,000
mark on global cues

Rallies 610 points as investors pile 
into banking, finance stocks 

HANSBUSINESS

HYDERABAD

neW retailing brand Luvih has on
Sunday forayed into beauty prod-
ucts retailing business. Luvih
means beauty in Sanskrit. Pro-
moted by noted anchor and actress
Sreemukhi, Rasgau international,
which owns Luvih brand, will ini-
tially sell perfumes in the outlets.
Soon the company will introduce
beauty, grooming, haircare prod-
ucts. Sreemukhi is also the brand
ambassador for the product. 

Perfumes from 80 brands includ-
ing 40 international brands will be
available. They are priced from Rs
299 to Rs 7,500. during the first year
of its operations, Luvih will intro-
duce 10 global perfume brands for
the first time in india. a total of 300
products will be on sale. Products
of 110 brands will be available on-
line as well.

“i have been thinking of setting
up a business for quite some time. i
have now got partners who under-
stand my thoughts. The experience
they have in retail business will help
Luvih brand. demand for perfumes

and other cosmetics is on the rise
in villages too. My objective is to
provide self-employment opportu-
nities for the youth through fran-
chise, with small investment,” said
Sreemukhi, director, Rasgau inter-
national. V Tirupati Rao, Srikanth
avirneni and Vijay adusumalli are
the other company directors. 

Luvih has signed an agreement
with Linen House, which sells linen
garments, for setting up shop-in-
shop outlets. These outlets will be
opened in 23 outlets of Linen House
located in Telangana, andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka. The brand
is also talking to other retail chains
for shop-in-shop outlets. 

Sreemukhi promotes
Luvih cosmetic retailer

(From left) Rasagau International
Directors Tirupati Rao Vojja,
Srikanth Avirneni, Sreemukhi and
Vijay Adusumilli, launching 
the brand

HANSBUSINESS

HYDERABAD

nRgene, an israeli genomics
artificial intelligence (ai) com-
pany, on Monday signed an
agreement with indian seed ge-
netics startup Foragen Seeds to
transfer its india-based, eight-
year-old crop breeding pro-
gramme of maize, rice and chilli-
pepper to the latter. 

This agreement is to advance
the field breeding programme of
elite seed development and prod-
uct commercialisation in india.
nRgene has carried out broad
molecular breeding projects for
the indian market. The
germplasms and breeding mate-
rials will significantly help in de-
veloping a robust commercial
product pipeline suited to the
various climate zones in india
and other tropical and sub-trop-
ical countries. “We look forward
to see our elite germplasm culti-
vated across india, providing in-
dian farmers with extra yield and
quality,” said dr gil Ronen, nR-
gene CeO.

Israeli firm signs 
deal to transfer crop
breeding programme

Demand for 
completed flats

rise in 2020: Survey
NEWDELHI

deMand for completed resi-
dential properties is rising com-
pared to that for under-con-
struction flats, as the share of
ready-to-move-in homes in the
total housing sales in 2020 rose
to 21 per cent from 18 per cent
in the previous year, according
to news Corp-backed realty
brokerage firm PropTiger.

a total of 1,82,640 units were
sold in the 2020 calendar year,
of which 21 per cent were in the
RTMi (ready-to-move-in) cat-
egory and 79 per cent were un-
der-construction, PropTiger
said quoting its Real insight re-
port for 2020. in 2019, a total of
3,47,590 units were sold of
which 18 per cent were RTMi,
it said in a statement. PropTiger
research found that the share of
RTMi in the total sales has been
on the rise since 2016. 

The share of RTMi in total
sales during 2015 was 7 per cent,
which increased to 10 per cent
in 2016, 12 per cent in 2017, 15
per cent in 2018 and 18 per cent
in 2019, the statement said.
"Risk-averse home buyers are
increasingly opting for ready-
to-move-in flats. even in under-
construction properties, the
preference is towards branded
developers or those with an im-
peccable track record of execu-
tion," said dhruv agarwala,
group CeO, Housing.com,
Makaan.com and
PropTiger.com. 

HANSBUSINESS

HYDERABAD

OPenTeQ, a global digital solutions
and iT services company, has an-
nounced its new integrated technol-
ogy solutions for customers. The iT
solutions will help businesses mod-
ernise their operations by integrat-
ing software and systems to meet
their technological needs.
OpenTeQ, with over a
decade of experience,
offers a wide spec-
trum of services and
solutions like devel-
opment and integra-
tion, business
processes services, en-
gineering services, quality
assurance and testing, digital en-
gagement, data and analytics and
Cloud-enabled iT operations. With
these services, all enterprises can
streamline their business processes
and create business models to meet
changing market needs, the com-
pany said in a statement. 

“as businesses today continue to
migrate critical workloads, enter-

prises need to focus on digital trans-
formation and smart use of iT serv-
ices. With our new integrated solu-
tions, we can confidently help
enterprises modernise workloads
and enable digital acceleration,
thereby increasing productivity and
reducing iT costs. We want to be the
trusted technology partner, deliv-
ering the best-suited technology

consulting and services to em-
power our clients,”  said

narendra anumolu, di-
rector, OpenTeQ Tech-
nologies.

OpenTeQ’s services
include application, de-

velopment and integra-
tion, business processes

services, engineering services,
quality assurance and testing, digital
engagement, data and analytics, and
Cloud-enabled iT operations. The
objective is to also enable clients to
draw deep insights and predictive
analysis in real-time to uncover new
business opportunities, increase op-
erational efficiencies, empower em-
ployees, and offer a better experi-
ence to their customers.

OpenTeQ rolls out new 
integrated tech solutions

NCDEX set to
launch Hi-pro 
soybean meal 

futures tomorrow
NEWDELHI

Leading agri-commodity bourse
nCdeX on Monday said it will
launch futures trading in animal
feed 'Hi-pro soybean meal' on Feb-
ruary 17. The futures contracts in
Hi-pro soybean meal, expiring in
the months of March to September
will be available for trading at the
time of the launch. The contract
will have a trading and delivery unit
of 10 tonne. The basis centre and
additional delivery centre for the
contract would be indore in Mad-
hya Pradesh and Latur in Maha-
rashtra, respectively, the exchange
said in a statement. Hi-pro soybean
meal is an animal feed with the high
protein content of 50 per cent or
more as compared with around 46
per cent in normal soymeal. 

With the launch of Hi-Pro soy-
bean meal contract, nCdeX Man-
aging director and Chief executive
Officer Vijay Kumar said the ex-
change has achieved a key mile-
stone of having all the major trade-
able products in soybean complex
on the derivatives platform. 
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SPORTS12

ATK Mohun Bagan..........17 ....11 ........3 ......3 ........23 ......10 ....13......36

Mumbai City FC ..............17 ....10 ........4 ......3 ........27 ......15 ....12......34

NorthEast United FC ......17 ......6 ........8 ......3 ........24 ......21 ......3......26

FC Goa ..............................17 ......5 ........9 ......3 ........26 ......21 ......5......24

Hyderabad FC..................17 ......5 ........9 ......3 ........21 ......17 ......4......24

Bengaluru FC ..................18 ......5 ........7 ......6 ........23 ......23 ......0......22

Jamshedpur FC ..............18 ......5 ........6 ......7 ........16 ......20......-4......21

Chennaiyin FC ................18 ......3 ........9 ......6 ........13 ......19......-6......18

SC East Bengal ................17 ......3 ........8 ......6 ........15 ......22......-7......17

Kerala Blasters FC ..........17 ......3 ........7 ......7 ........22 ......29......-7......16

Odisha FC ........................17 ......1 ........6 ....10 ........17 ......30....-13........9

CLUB                        M      W      D       L      GF    GA   GD   PTS

ISL STANDINGS

RESULTS

Mumbai City FC lose to Bengaluru FC

2-4

TODAY’S MATCH

Hyderabad FC vs 
Kerala Blasters FC

Tilak Maidan Stadium 7.30pm

Rahul at 2, Kohli
at 7 in ICC T20I

rankings
DUBAI: Indian batsmen KL Rahul and

Virat Kohli have maintained their re-

spective second and seventh spots

in the ICC T20I rankings for batsmen

which got updated on Monday.

India are slated to take on England

in five T20Is, following the culmina-

tion of the ongoing four-Test series,

part of the ICC World Test Champi-

onship (WTC) and the duo will get a

chance to gain some points.

The rankings got updated follow-

ing the culmination of the three-

match series between Pakistan

and South Africa which the Babar

Azam led-side won 2-1.

South Africa spinner Tabraiz

Shamsi has grabbed a career-best

second position among bowlers

while Pakistan wicketkeeper-bats-

man Mohammad Rizwan has raced

to 42nd place in the rankings.

Shamsi's series-topping six wick-

ets, which included a haul of four for

25 in the final match, helped the left-

arm wrist-spinner overtake Aus-

tralia's Adam Zampa, England's Adil

Rashid and Afghanistan's Mujeeb Ur

Rahman to within three points of

top-ranked Rashid Khan of

Afghanistan. Rizwan too benefited

from heading the run-aggregate in

the series with 197 runs, which com-

prised knocks of 104 not out, 51 and

42. The string of impressive scores

won him the player of the series

award and lifted him a whopping 116

slots to a career-best 42nd position.

Haider Ali is another Pakistan

batsman to advance, moving up 13

places to 137th position while fast

bowlers Shaheen Afridi (up five

places to 11th) and Hasan Ali (up 14

places to 82nd), and spinners Mo-

hammad Nawaz (re-entered at 64th)

and Usman Qadir (up 129 places to

92nd) are the bowlers to progress.

For South Africa, Reeza Hen-

dricks's 98 runs in the series have

lifted him seven places to 17th and

David Miller's 116 runs, which in-

cluded a 45-ball 85 not out in the

second match, sees him gain seven

places to 22nd position in the list led

by Dawid Malan of England. There is

no change of positions in the ICC

team rankings after the series. 

CHENNAI

rAVICHANdrAN Ashwin on Monday
scored his fifth Test century as India
tightened the noose around England
in the second Test as they set England
a target of 482 runs and then reduced
them to 52 for three at stumps on the
third day.

Ashwin scored 106 runs off 148 balls
with the help of 14 fours and a six as In-
dia's second innings came to an end at
286 in the post-tea session. Mohammad
Siraj remained unbeaten on 16, and
added 49 runs for the final wicket with
Ashwin who was the last wicket to fall.

India then knocked out openers
dom Sibley (3) and rory Burns (25) as
well as night-watchman Jack leach (0)
to set England back in chase of 482.
England are still 430 runs adrift.

Ashwin's century followed a five-
wicket haul in England's first innings,
making him only the second cricketer
to achieve the feat of a century and a
fifer in the same game on three differ-
ent occasions. Ian Botham of England
had done it five times.

Earlier, resuming at 54/1 on the
third day, India lost five wickets but
added 102 runs to get their lead past
350 in the morning session. The hosts
lost the wickets of Cheteshwar Pujara
(7), rohit Sharma (26), rishabh
Pant (8), Ajinkya rahane (10) and
debutant Axar Patel (7) in quick
succession to give a glimmer of

hope to England.
However, skipper Virat Kohli and

Ashwin then shared a 96-run stand for
the seventh wicket to put India in a
commanding position.

Kohli, who showed his class on a
Chepauk wicket that aided turn, was
the first wicket to fall in the post-lunch
session as he was dismissed by Moeen
Ali at his individual score of 62. This
was the fifth time that Ali had dis-
missed the India skipper in Test
cricket.

Kuldeep Yadav (3) and Ishant
Sharma (7) also shared eight and 27-
run partnerships respectively with Ash-
win to frustrate the England bowlers.

India had posted 329 runs in their
first innings. The hosts then bowled
out England for 134, securing a 195-
run lead in first innings.

INDIA ON CUSP OF BIG WIN

India 1st innings: 329 

England 1st Innings: 134 

India 2nd Innings: (Overnight 54/1) 

Rohit Sharma st Foakes b Leach ........................................................26 

Shubman Gill lbw b Leach ..................................................................14 

C Pujara run out (Ollie Pope/Foakes) ..................................................7 

Virat Kohli lbw b Moeen ......................................................................62 

Rishabh Pant st Foakes b Leach..........................................................8 

Ajinkya Rahane c Ollie Pope b Moeen ..........................................10

Axar Patel lbw b Moeen ................................................................7 

Ravichandran Ashwin b Olly Stone........................................106 

Kuldeep Yadav lbw b Moeen ......................................................3 

Ishant Sharma c Olly Stone b Jack Leach ................................7 

Mohammed Siraj not out ..........................................................16

Extras: (B-5, LB-15) ....................................................................20 

Total: (All out in 85.5 overs) ....................................................286

Fall of Wickets: 1-42, 2-55, 3-55, 4-65, 5-86, 

6-106,7-202,8-210, 9-237, 10-286. 

Bowling: Olly Stone 6.5-1-21-1, Jack Leach 33-6-100-4, 

Moeen Ali 32-7-98-4, Joe Root 4-0-15-0, Stuart Broad 9-3-25-0,

Daniel Lawrence 1-0-7-0.

England 2nd Innings:

Rory Burns c Kohli b Ashwin ........................................................25 

Dom Sibley lbw b Pate ............................................................................3 

Dan Lawrence not out ................................................................................19 

Jack Leach c Rohitt Sharma b Patel Joe ........................................................0

Root not out......................................................................................................2 

Extras: (B-4) ..................................................................................................4 

Total: (For 3 wickets in 19 overs) ..............................................................53

Fall of wickets: 1-17, 2-49, 3-50 

Bowling: Ishant Sharma 2-1-6-0, Axar Patel 9-3-15-2, Ravichandran Ashwin 8-1-28-

SCOREBOARD DAY 3

CHENNAI

INdIA off-spinner r Ashwin, who scored his fifth Test century af-
ter a five-wicket haul to help India take the stranglehold of the
second Test, said he brought out his sweep shot for the first time
after well over a decade.

"After the last Test, we were thinking on how to counter [Jack]
leach and start bringing sweep to the game. The last time I was
sweeping was probably when I was 19 years old; hit a couple of
sweep shots, got dropped from the side, and maybe never played a
sweep for the last 11, maybe 13-14 years. I've been practicing that
shot for the last week to 10 days. Very, very thankful that the plan
has really paid off," Ashwin, who scored 106 to help India make
286 in the second innings and set a target of 482 runs for England,
said after the third day's play.

Ashwin credited India's batting coach Vikram rathour, a former
India opener, for improvement in his batting.

"We have been practicing along with Vikram rathour. rathour
has been very, very helpful trying to explore new options. He is
someone who is facilitating me to go out there and be able to ex-
press myself, explore various options. I would love to credit him
for how my batting has gone through the last four-five Test
matches. He has kept me in the loop, said I have been batting very
well. He asked me not to overthink but just look at the gameplan,"
he disclosed.

Ashwin added that the big target has helped them be able to at-
tack the batsmen with fielders around the bat. "The wicket is such
that you have to get runs square of the wicket. Sort of had a very,
very good day. We posted a very good score. Now we can really at-
tack with men around the bat," said Ashwin.

"I think in the past when I have made my hundreds in India, Ishi
[Ishant Sharma] has been a sort cog in the wheel. He has been with
me twice when I made my hundred. He sort of understands how I
go about it. Ishi was defending well. So, I thought I need to take
calculated risks as long as he was there. But once Siraj came, I knew
I had to get it done in a few overs. But I was super thrilled how he
batted and hit the ball out of the ground," he said smilingly.

on Siraj's celebration after his hundred, Ashwin said: "Quite a
funny thing [to see him] excited when I got to my hundred. That
says a thing or two how the dressing room has been. lived a dream
over the past three-four months."

Earlier, on Sunday, Ashwin became the first player in the 143-
year history of Test cricket to take 200 wickets against left-handed
batsmen. Fast bowler Stuart Broad was the 200th left-hander he
dismissed. (IANS)

VASCO

A play-off spot in sight, Hyder-
abad FC can ill-afford any slip-
up when they take on a strug-
gling Kerala Blasters in an
Indian Super league match at
the Tilak Maidan Stadium here
on Tuesday.

For most part of the ISl sea-
son, Hyderabad had maintained
their place in the top four. But
now, with three games to go,
they find themselves at fifth,
level on points with fourth-
placed FC Goa and two
points below NorthEast
United. 

From here on, Hyder-
abad can't afford more
slip-ups. They have
played out six draws
in their last seven
matches. And when
t h e

Nizams face Kerala Blasters on
Tuesday, they will know that any
more dropped points will hugely
dent their play-off ambitions.

on paper, Hyderabad face one
of the most vulnerable sides in the
league, who are playing for pride.
Kerala Blasters have conceded 29
goals, which is the second-worst
tally. Their defence has been so
fragile that Kibu Vicuna's side has
now dropped 18 points after scor-
ing the first goal. But for Hyder-

bad coach Manuel Marquez,
that doesn't mean Kerala are
to be taken lightly. 

"All the other teams, from
Kerala who are second from

the bottom, till the top posi-
tions, can climb posi-
tions in the table," he
said. 
"We will play with

Kerala with our style. We are
nine games unbeaten but six

of them are draws. We have
to continue in the same
vein and try to win the
game because our season
has been fantastic. We

want to be in the top
four." 

Play-off spot in sight,
Hyderabad FC hope to
return to winning ways

Brought out the
sweep shot after 

13-14 years: Ashwin

India's Ravichandran Ashwin plays a
shot during the 3rd day of
second Test match against
England at M.A.
Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai on Monday

England wicket-keeper Ben Foakes, who turned 28

on Monday, drew all-round praise from renowned

former players from around the

world for his brilliant work

against India, with Kiran

More calling him one of

the best overseas

players to have

Vinoo Mankad (vs England at

Lord's, London, in 1952) and 

Polly Umrigar (vs West Indies in

Port of Spain in 1961-62) are 

the other Indians to score a

century and take five wickets in 

an innings

BHOPAL

AN emotional Naman ojha strug-
gled to hold back tears on Mon-
day as he bade adieu to all forms
of cricket, bringing down curtains
on a two-decade long illus-
trious domestic career. 

The 37-year-old from
Madhya Pradesh, who
holds the record for the
most dismissals by a
wicketkeeper in the
ranji Trophy, featured in
one Test, one odI and two
T20 Internationals. "I
would like to announce
my retirement from in-
ternational and
BCCI/MPCA domestic
first-class cricket," a teary-
eyed ojha said in a virtual
press conference. 

"After 20 years in first-class
cricket and many more during
the junior competitions, I feel it's
time for me to move on. It was a
long journey and wonderful
phase of my life. 

"I am grateful to all who sup-
ported me in achieving dream of

playing for my
country and state
- my coaches,
trainers, physios

and selectors, my
captains and team-
mates, my family

and well

wishers, and MPCA & BCCI," he
added. 

ojha said he is eager to ply his
trade in global T20 leagues. As
per the BCCI rules, he is now el-
igible for such leagues, having an-
nounced his retirement from all
forms of cricket. 

"While I leave the competitive
format of game for my state and
country with best of memories, I
shall be keen to wear the gloves
and face the ball in global com-
petitions," he said. 

ojha made his international
debut in 2010 in his only odI
against Sri lanka, followed by his
first T20I match in Zimbabwe a
week later. His lone Test came in
2015 against Sri lanka in
Colombo and the top-order bats-
man rued not being able to play
for his country more. (PTI)

Al Hasan

Ojha retires from all forms of cricket,
says keen to play in global T20 leagues 

Racing Team
India makes
ALMS debut
DUBAI: Racing Team India won its

bid to become the first all-Indian

squad to compete at the 24 Hours

of Le Mans with a solid debut over

the opening two rounds of the

Asian Le Mans Series in Dubai this

weekend. The JK Tyres-backed

team's ORECA 07 LMP2 car, driven

by Narain Karthikeyan, Arjun Maini

and Naveen Rao, with technical

support from reigning ALMS cham-

pions Algarve Pro Racing, finished

fifth and fourth in the two four-

hour races held at the Dubai Auto-

drome on Saturday and Sunday re-

spectively. The team's car showed

promising pace throughout the

weekend. But its challenge was

hampered by racing incidents and

a penalty. The team had to make

an extra precautionary pit-stop in

Saturday's opening race which

dropped the car down the order. 

MELBOURNE

World number two rafael
Nadal on Monday entered the
Australian open quarter-finals
for the 13th time after getting
past Fabio Fognini in their
fourth round contest.

Nadal, the 2009 cham-
pion, registered a 6-3, 6-4,
6-2 win over the Italian
No. 16 seed in two hours
and 16 minutes at the rod
laver Arena.

"When you go on court

against Fabio, you worry," said
Nadal after the match as per the
ATP Tour website.

"There can always be prob-
lems. I was just lucky that when
he broke me (in the second set) I

responded immediately and
held the score. Today was

very humid and quicker
during the day, which I

like, but I have to adapt
to every condition," he
added.
The 34-year-old is

looking to

b e -
c o m e

the first
man in the
open Era to
clinch each
of the four
m a j o r
c h a m p i -
o n s h i p s
on two

or more occasions.
He will next face fifth-seeded

Greek Stefanos Tsitsipas, who re-
ceived a walkover after No. 9 seed
Matteo Berrettini of Italy with-
drew due
to an
a b -

d o m i -
nal strain.

Earlier in the day, fourth seed
daniil Medvedev also booked his
place in the quarter-finals after a
commanding straight-sets win
over Mackenzie Mcdonald.

Medvedev beat the 25-year-old
American 6-4, 6-2, 6-3 in his
fourth-round match that lasted
an hour and 29 minutes at the
Margaret Court Arena.

"It's an exciting moment (to

be) in (the) quarter-finals in Aus-
tralia for the first time, that's a
great achievement for me,"
Medvedev was quoted as saying
in his post-match interview by
the ATP Tour website. "I want
more all the time, but step by
step. So this is amazing."

Medvedev can now face An-
drey rublev -- who takes on
Casper ruud in the fourth round
-- in what can be a blockbuster
quarter-final clash.

"of course I'm going to be
(cheering) for Andrey, because if
he goes through it's going to be
at least one russian in the semis,
maybe two with Aslan (Karatsev)
in the other half of the draw," said
Medvedev.

With the win, Medvedev had
moved into his third Grand Slam
quarter-final, and his first away
from the US open. He is looking
to become russia's first male
Grand Slam champion since
Marat Safin won the Australian
open in 2005. (IANS)

Nadal beats Fognini to enter Aus Open quarters 

Aridane Santana looks to add on to
his goal tally against KBFC 

Spain's Rafael Nadal hits a
forehand return during his
fourth round match
against Italy's
Fabio Fognini
at the
Australian
Open tennis
championship
in Melbourne,
Australia on
Monday


